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A Foreword from the

kditors

orldwide Dravidian Tamils and
Distinguished Scholars, Greetings &

Vanakkam from Dravida Pozhil!

"By the grove resides the spring, by
beauty resides the life (polil vati venil, pér elil
valkkai)” — so sings Sanga Tamil. The Journal of
Dravidian Studies (JODS) — Dravida Pozhil also
starts its beautiful journey with this issue. This
is a journey of education, a journey towards the
people, a journey joining the scholars and the
people, and a journey of social justice, wherein
the doors of education were made wide open
to all, by the Dravidian Movement.

The Tamil word ‘Pozhil or polil’ not only
means a grove, garden or oasis. It means where
the water fluxes continuously and self-sustains
in a grove of flora & fauna. Similarly, in this
Dravidian Oasis — Dravida Pozhil, the concepts
of Dravidian culture will flux and self-sustain with
continuous improvement.

Rationality, Culture, Civilization, Art,
History, Language and Humanities are the facets
of the humankind. This Research Journal aims
to dwell on those domains and enable a deep

academic research in those faculties and deliver
the benefits of research to all.

e Fine Academic Research in the domains of
Dravidian Culture, Dravidian Civilization,
Dravidian Social Justice, Dravidian & Tamil
Studies.

e Deliver the fruits of this research to benefit
both the Dravidian Tamil general populace
and the scholars alike.

e Integrate Dravidian thoughts and
philosophies with the auspices of Global
Scholars, maintaining high Educational
Standards and Global Academic Standards.

e Showcase the research capabilities of
the Dravidian Intelligentsia globally, and
maintain a Dravidian database of research
papers and thesis.

In view of the above goals, we will collaborate
with global scholars and also provide opportunities
for other scholars, budding women scholars and
blossoming scholars from the underprivileged
communities. This Journal on Dravidian Studies
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is quarterly, Bi-lingual, deemed-university
based and will alsopartner with global indexes.

This first issue contains 6 splendid research
papers. In addition to papers from Tamil Nadu,
we also have papers from Canada and Europe.
“Every town is my town, Every human is my
kin” is a great humanist thought, offered to the
whole world by Tamilnadu. If anywhere, there
exists a threat to the Tamil philosophy of “All lives
are Born Equal”, then that threat exists to Tamil
Nadu as well. (Injustice anywhere, is a threat to
justice everywhere). The papers include:

e Black Lives Matter agitations in America &
the Dravidian Movement — An Analogy

e Dravidian Philosophies in the Classical Sanga
Tamil Age

e  British/European Sankritist Scholars and the
Foundations of Indian Culture & Society

e The Onomastics of the word ‘Tamil Nadu’

and the role of Periyar

e Dravidian/Aryan dichotomy in the 19" CE
Saiva Sabhas

e (Caste Eradication via knowledge propagation
of DNA Testing and Genetics

Papers on the above subjects were duly
reviewed by domain experts. Please read and
spread the word. If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to reach out to the Editors
or the Authors themselves directly.

Academic Excellence in Dravidian Studies
is the need of the hour and we thank Aasiriyar
Dr. K.Veeramani for recognizing this need
and spearheading this research effort.
At this hour, we also reminisce and pay our
thanks and respects to Dravidian Intellectual
Stalwarts like Pt. Iyothee Thass, Periyar EVR,
Dr. B.R.Ambedkar, Arignar Anna, Dr. Kalaignar
M.Karunanidhi and thousands of other stars in the
Dravidian Galaxy, as we start this academic journey.

See you every three months on this Dravidian
Pathway of Academics. We wish on this great
Tamizh festive day, ‘Happy Pongal’ and ‘Merry
Tamil New Year' to all our readers.

- The Board of Editors.
e Prof. Dr. Kannabiran Ravishankar

e Prof. Dr. P. Jagadeesan

e Prof. Dr. P. Kalimuthu

e  Prof. Dr. Nam. Srinivasan
e Dr. Soma Ilangovan

e Dr. V. Neru
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Dr. K.Veeramani
Chancellor

MESSAGE OF GREETINGS

PERIYAR

i
v

/o

We are immensely glad on the advent of
Dravida Pozhil (The Journal of Dravidian
Studies) as it blooms into a quarterly research
journal, published by the Center of Excellence for
Periyar Thought - Periyar Maniammai Institute
of Science and Technology (Deemed to be
University).

Academic Research is the key component that
distinguishes a University from regular colleges.

A University is a great laboratory for academic
research. That's why the Periyar Maniammai
Institute of Science and Technology (PMIST)
enshrines in its logo, the keywords:“Think,
Innovate, Transform”. Studies in Research should
be the seedlings for Intellectual Development.
They should facilitate a fertile field for wholesome
and constructive innovation. Research should
serve as a catalyst in the above goals, and that'’s
the reason we spearhead such academic efforts
like Dravida Pozhil.

The name: Dravida Pozhil is very apt!

As the ageless wisdom of Thirukkural sings:

“The world relishes the intellect of the truly
wise, like when water fills the lake for the
village supplies”, Dravida Pozhil is proud to
have on its Board of Editors, Scholars from both
International and Indian Academia, and reputed
social enthusiasts.

World's richest civilizations and cultures
are explored by archaeology and the resulting
knowledge is shared with the populace.
Similarly, the explorations of Dravida Pozhil will
benefit the student and teaching communities
and will serve a sumptuous meal to the seekers
of knowledge.

Dr. Robert Caldwell in his scholarly work:
‘A Comparative Grammar of the Dravidian
Family of Languages’ details in the introductory
sub-section: ‘Use of the Common Term —
Dravidian’ as follows:

"I have designated the languages now to
be subjected to comparison, by a common
term, because of the essential and distinctive
grammatical characteristics which they all
possess in common, and in virtue of which,

Email : chancellor@pmu.edu
Web : www.pmu.edu



Joined to the possession in common of a large
number of roots of primary importance, they
justly claim to be considered as springing from a
common origin, and as forming a distinct family
of tongues.

But though Tamil is probably the oldest and
most highly cultivated member of the family, and
that which contains the largest proportion of the
family inheritance of forms and roots; yet as it
is, after all, but one dialect out of several, and
does not claim to be the original speech out of
which the other dialects have been derived; as
it is also desirable to reserve the terms "Tamil’
and 'Tamilian' (sometimes to be erroneously
written 'Tamul’ and 'Tamul-ian’) to denote the
Tamil language itself, and the people by whom
it is spoken, | have preferred to designate this
entire family, by a term, which is capable of a
wider application.

The word | have chosen is '‘Dravidian’ from
Drévida, the adjectival form of Dravida.

This term, it is true, has sometimes been
used, and is still sometimes used, in almost as
restricted a sense as that of Tamil itself, so
that though on the whole, it is the best term |
can find, | admit that it is not perfectly free from
ambiguity. It is a term, however, which has
already been used, more or less distinctively by
Sanskrit philologists, as a generic appellation for
the South Indian peoples and their languages,
and it is the only single term, they seem ever to
have used in this manner. I have, therefore, no
doubt of the propriety of adopting it.

Manu says (x. 43, 44) : "The following tribes
of Kshatriyas have gradually sunk into the state
of Vrishalas (outcasts), from the extinction of
sacred rites, and from having no communication
with Brdhmans, viz. — Paundrakas, Odras,
Dravidas, Kadmbojas, Yavanas, S'akas ...
Péradas, Pahlavas, Chinas, Kiratas, Daradas,
and Khasas”. Of the tribes here mentioned, the
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only tribe belonging to Southern India, is that of
the Dravidas. This name, therefore, appears to
have been supposed to denote the whole of the
South Indian tribes.

The same statement is made in the Maha-
bhérata; and in the two lists of degraded
Kshatriyas therein given, the Dravidas are the
only South Indian tribe mentioned. It must be
concluded, therefore, that the term is generically
used, seeing that the more specific names of
Péandyas,Cholas, & c.,had become well known
in Northern India by that time.Doubtless it is,
in the same sense that Satyavrata, the Indian
Noah, is called in the Bhagavata Purana 'the lord
of Dravida' (Muir's "Sanskrit Texts," vol. i.) The
more distinctively philological writers of a later
period, used the term Dravidian what appears
to be substantially the same sense, as that in
which | propose that it should be used.

The principal Prakrits — that is, colloquial
dialects — of ancient India were the Maha-rashtri,
the Sauraseni, and the Magadhi. Amongst minor or
less known Prakrit dialects, the Drévidi, or language
ofthe Dravidas, was included. A Sanskrit philologist
quoted by Muir (vol. ii. 46) speaks of the language of
Dravida as a vibhasha, or minor Prakrit; and another
(p. 50) speaks of ‘the language proper to Dravidas'
(in which persons of that race should be represented,
as speaking in dramas) as the Dravidl. It is evident
that we have here to understand, not the Tamil alone,
or any other South Indian language alone, but the
Dravidian languages generally, supposed in a vague
manner by North Indian writers, to constitute only
one tongue.

The only property these languages can have
possessed in common, must have been the
contempt in which they were held by Brahman
philologists, in virtue of which, it must have
been that, they were styled also Paisachi, the
language of pisachas, or demons. The more
accurate term Dravidi, has continued to be used
occasionally by northern scholars up to our



own time.As late as 1854, the learned Hindu
philologist Babu Bajendra Lal Mitra, speaks of
the 'Dravidi' as one of the recognized Prakrits,
equally with the Sauraseni, and as being, like
it - the parent of some of the present vernaculars
of India. It thus appears that the word 'Drévida’
from which the term *Dravidian* has been
formed, as equivalent to Tamil, is better fitted,
notwithstanding for use as a generic term”.
Comparative Grammar, Pages (4-7).

kkk

The 'Revolutionary Poet’ Bharathidasan was
not only a poet, but in addition, an erudite
Tamil scholar and researcher, highly proficient in
Literature and Grammar. In his magazine ‘Kuyil’,
he wrote on the Topic ‘Dravidam’ (kural 1, isai 7,
dated 15.07.1958), which sheds more light on
the Dravidian context.

“The word Dravidam, is an exonym of the
word Tamizham, and hence, is a Tamil word.
It is not an Aryan word. Let us reproduce some
poems (veNpaas) that | have written on many
occasions, below.

In Pali there arose the Mahavamsa book,

A detail from there — Lofty we took,
Thamizh? Is it Tamil? They asked; They can’t.
It’'sthe non-native tongue’s rant!

The Teacher Ptolemy called
Tamilnadu thence,
Tamirici in those days, why?
— Nonnative sense!
Hence dear friend, do realize in their mounds,
Our words do change some sounds.

Thamizh in Purana Matsya was sounded like
Tramil, can you see? — Dear Tamizha alike,
They call padi as prathi, that northern tongue.
But do we doubt,our own rung?

Thamizh grows as Tamirici and
yonder beyond,

Tramil, Tramil, Tamil —
Can you see it spawned?
They are still Thamizh,
but those tongues refill.
Tamizh kingdom not affected still.

Changed tongues are yet, still Tamil tongues!
River or Canal — flows the same water young!
Even our folks call pazham, payam or palam;
It’sall just thetongue’s scram.

With the anecdotes above,hey, can you see,
Tamizh got tongued as Dravidam — agree!
Dravidam, even if tongued different and spun
Dravidam or Tamizh is Non-Aryan!

Betwixt south Kumari Pahruli
and north Venkatam,
Well defined home land —
the great Tamizh flam,
Contains many many wealth,
flourishingly warm
With Tamizh names and form!

Dravidian is not Aryan, No, Definitely not!
Dravidian is tongued — Tamizh only ought!
Did Aryans, they name our

happy Tamizh land?
No! Tamizh or Dravidam, is our sand!

Dravidam is Tamizham,
it's dance of the tongue.
Dravidam is Not Aryam, be assured
— oh young.
The Victory of Dravidam is the
Victory of Tamil!
Synonymous are both, they will!

Dravidam is not, some other foreign stealth!
Dravidam is our own, Chen Tamizh wealth!
Ancient those days, All things ours with glee
Names denotingus, you see!”



(Kuyil 1958-"Dravidam” —Vantavar
moliya? Centamil celvama?

Poem by Paavendhar Bharathidasan.
Translation: Dr. Kannabiran Ravishankar)

Hence the Tamizh-Dravidam conundrum
picked by a few and poked by a few, will be cured
by Bharathidasan’s very own words of wisdom.
And hence, both on the historical front and on
the native Tamizh front, Dravida Pozhil is a
very appropriate name for this Research
Journal.

Prof. Dr. Gilbert Slater served in the University
of Madras during 1915 as a faculty in Indian
Economy. On retirement, he was awarded at the
prestigious Oxford University. His famous work
was: ‘The Dravidian Element in Indian Culture’
published in 1923. The word ‘Dravidian’ finds
a key place in such deeply researched papers
and departmental field studies in the global
academia.

The ancient Indus Valley Civilization is hailed
as 'Dravidian’ by world scholars. The Spanish
scholar and historian - Fr. Henry Heras (Enrique
Heras de Sicars) visited Annamalai University
and delivered a research lecture on the Dravidian
component in Indus Valley. This was aptly
recorded in the book — Dravida lyakka Varalaaru
(History of the Dravidian Movement Vol 1, Pg.
101-102) by Dr. (Navalar) Nedunchezhiyan, who
was a student then, at the very same Annamalai
University, and later rose to the ranks of Hon’ble
Minister of Education in the Government of Tamil
Nadu. Excerpts from the book, below.

“Dravidian Civilization by Fr. Heras: In the
dual mission of religious service and historical
research, Fr. Henry Heras from Spain visited
India, Tamil Nadu in particular, and delivered
a lecture series on Indus Valley Civilization
(IVC) at the Annamalai University, where |
was studying for my Hons. Degree. He was
emphasizing that:IVC was essentially Dravidian,
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and the seals and hieroglyphs at IVC, bear
witness to the antiquity of Tamil. Many facets of
IVC got expanded to Mesopotamian, Arabian,
Egyptian, Babylonian, Greece, Rome and other
civilizations and also influenced his home-
country Spain, and other European nations.
| took a lot of notes from his lecture. On the
last day of the series, he concluded stating
that: Hitherto the speaker who spoke, was
not Heras from Spain, but a Dravidian from
Spain! And lo, there was a thunderous applause
from Professors and Students in the audience.

The next day, | met him at the guest house,
felicitated him with a Sangam Literature book and
asked him for an autograph, with the very same
words that he had spoken the previous day. He
waspleased and gifted me his autograph as: ‘I,
the undersigned, am a Dravidian from Spain”.
Thus, many Civilizations of the world have been
influenced by the Dravidian Civilization, as Fr.
Heras affirms®.

We have chosen the academically apt
word ‘Dravidam’ for our research journal —
Dravida Pozhil being published by our deemed
University — PMIST, Center of Excellence for
Periyar Thought. The antiquity of Language,
Civilization, Culture, Heritage & Philosophy of
Tamil, enshrines the word Dravidam.

The prolific research scholar on Indus
Valley Civilization — R. Balakrishnan, IAS (retd.)
delivered a lecture on 04.02.2011,as a part
of Prof. Malcolm Adiseshiah memorial lecture
series, at the International Institute of Tamil
Studies on the topic: ‘Indus Valley Civilization
and Sangam Literature’. Excerpts below.

... Whereas, the Dravidian people of South
India, especially the Tamil people of Sangam
Age, also had their ancient roots in the Indus
Valley Civilization, and we have an intensive
research basis for those foundations. Yet,
the geographical gap between the lands, and



the time gap between the cultures, provide a
challenge to that research. Those who could
not accept the Dravidian theory, only place this
gap, as their argument. The great scholar Dr.
Iravatham Mahadevan, who was fully supportive
of the Dravidian theory, had also referred to this
gap at one point of time.

The Natives of the North and Central
Dravidian languages were inherently closer
to the Indus Valley, on a geographically
comparative basis, yet they differ on a culturally
comparative mode. At the same time, the South
Indian civilization which flourished in the Sanga
Tamil classical age, exhibits close resemblance
to the Indus Valley Civilization. We need to
reconcile these differences via newer empirical
data, and that is the challenge before the Indian
Research and Academia”.

Dravida Pozhil — Journal of Dravidian
Studies will undertake such scholarly
research and attempt to find more
answers to academic challenges. I offer my
wholehearted greetings in this initiative.

Research should be free from fear or favour,
and should be using scientific techniques,
focusing more on empirical than anecdotal
evidence, and be data based. That will usher in
the light of education.

“Dravida Nal Thirunaadum” is the phrase in the
Tamizh Thaai Vaazthu (Tamil Nadu State Anthem)
compiled from the Poem of Manonmaniyam
Sundaranar. Nobel Laureate and the Master Poet,
Dr. Rabindranath Tagore of Bengal, has also
included the same phrase, “Dravida Utkala Banga"
in his poem Jana Gana Mana, which is sung today,
as the National Anthem of India.

Thus, in both the State & National Anthems,
the word 'Dravidam’ finds a place of respect.
Everyone stands up in salutation when both the
anthems are sung. In any government function,
both at the start and the end of the event, people

arise in attention, twice - for the word ‘Dravidam’
- with fondness and respect.

That word: Dravidam, is both a
civilization and a philosophy, and that
word: Dravidam, is now blossoming as
Dravida Pozhil (Journal of Dravidian
Studies). May it usher a green revolution in
the academic field, satiating the taste buds
of scholars, and quenching their thirst for
knowledge. I wholeheartedly wish success to
the scholar community, board of editors and the
team of Dravida Pozhil.

May the knowledge - pour, pour and pour!
May the truth - flow, flow and flow!

/
K.Veeramani
Chancellor
Periyar Maniammai Institute of
Science and Technology
(Deemed to be University)
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PR |

Greetings from

Prof. Dr. Sascha Ebeling | ‘

The Editorial Board
Dravida Pozhil

Chicago, 30 December 2020
Dear Editors of Dravida Pozhil,

The founding of a new research journal is always a cause for celebration. But the
birth of Dravida Pozhil is particularly momentous. International in scope and with high
scholarly ambitions this new journal will be welcomed and read with great interest
by Tamil scholars around the world. The first issue presents the reader with a wide
range of themes that will doubtless resonate with a wide audience. I am sending my
congratulations and gratitude to the editorial board for undertaking this service to the
community of all of us interested in all things Tamil: Your effort and dedication will
make an enormous difference!

I wish Dravida Pozhil every success. May it flourish for many years to come and uphold
the highest scholarly standards in bringing new original research to readers everywhere
and to the many worlds of Tamil culture today.

With gratitude and with all best wishes,

CE

Sascha Ebeling

Department of South Asian Languages and Civilizations
Department of Comparative Literature,and the College
Deputy Dean, Division ofthe Humanities

The University of Chicago

ebeling@uchicago.edu
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INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDIES AND RESEARCH (IASR)

OXFORD CAMBRIDGE HARVARD FOUNDATION (OCHF)

New G.15, Ninth St., Anna Nagar East, Chennai- 600102, India
Phone: 044 - 2663 2801; 2663 3289. FAX: 044 - 2626 7167, E-Mail : vss108@gmail.com

president: Df. VEDAGIRI SHANMUGASUNDARAM

M.A.(Econ), M.A.(Pol.Sc), M.Litt., Ph.D., D.Phil.(Oxford)

Director, Institute for Advanced Study and Research (IASR); First Vice Chancellor,
Manonmaniam Sundaranar University; Emeritus Professor of Economics, University
of Madras; Ex — Director of Central Boards, Reserve Bank of India & Industrial
Development Bank of India; Senior Visiting Member, Linacre College, Oxford
University; President, G K Gokhale and Rt.Hon.Srinivasa Sastri Institute and Library,
Luz, Mylapore, Chennai - 600 004.

06 January 2020

Greetings for the launch of Dravida Pozhil

The creation of a journal in an academic body is an event to celebrate. I am delighted to
greet the Founder Chancellor Dr K.Veeramani and the Vice Chancellor Dr S.Velusami of Periyar
Maniammai University on this occasion of launching Dravida Pozhil, - Journal of Dravidian
Studies, an academic periodical in English, which is the widely worldwide spoken language of
Science, Humanities, Airways and Space. And Tamil is the oldest and richest continuously spoken
classical language in the world.

The study of Dravidian origins takes us to the age Indus valley civilization. Historians have
recorded that the cultivation of Rice originated in the Vaigai River basin of Madurai and the Tamil
world “arisi” - Rice entered the Greek language from Dravidian India. The global trade relations
and ocean navigation, were some of early achievements of the early halcyon days Dravidian era
when links with the prosperous Roman Empire were remarkable.

Conveying as I do now, my best wishes to the Editorial Team and all the academics of
Periyar Maniammai University, may I suggest that a serial may be initiated and titled, Chancellor
Dr K.Veeramani Desk in which extracts from the vast and well documented Dravidian Literature
penned by him may be reported. His address in the British Parliament — House of Commons may
be chosen. And many stalwarts have left a rich heritage which could heighten the academic worth

of the Dravida Pozhil.

Vedagiri Shanmugasundaram,
First Vice Chancellor,Manonmaniam Sundaranar University;
Director, IASR,Chennai.600 102.

I wish the new journal global reach.
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OBITUARY & EULOGY

Dravida Pozhil (Journal of Dravidian
Studies) offers its humble respects to the
memory of the renowned late scholar -
Prof. Dr. T. Paramasivan, who passed away
a few weeks back (Dec 24, 2020).

Prof. Dr. T. Paramasivan (fondly called Tho.
Pa) was a distinguished Scholar in Dravidian
Studies and Tamil, Anthropologist, Historian and
Academician. His unbiased approach in literary
criticism coupled with data based analysis of
Dravidian Culture and Social Anthropology has
endeared him to one and all.

Adept in both Rational and Devotional
Literature, he focused on the social delivery

DRAVID/NEExHEM

of academic research. He preferred a
bottom-up approach, instead of a top-
down approach, in Tamil research. He often
remarked, “Reading of history is nothing
but the reading of the society. Society
&People are the catalytic drivers of
Linguistics and hence the fruits of
research should benefit the populace”.
His thesis on Azhagar Koyil is considered a
hallmark in the field of research and is a
cornerstone of academic-ethnic integration.
His demise is an irreparable loss to the
academic community.

We offer our deep respects to the memory
of the beloved Professor and Scholar.
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The Indus language is likely to have belonged to the North
Dravidian sub-branch represented today by the Brahui, spoken
in the mountain valleys and plateaus of Afghanistan and
Baluchistan, the core area of the Early Harappan neolithic cultures,
and by the Kurukh spoken in North India from Nepal and I"Madhya
Pradesh to Orissa, Bengal and Assam.

The Sanskrit hypothesis, however, is difficult to reconcile
chronologically with the date of the Indus civilisation (sbout
the second half of the third millennium B.C.) and antecedent
Early Harappan neolithic cultures which were responsible for its
creation.

(Deciphering the Indus Script Originally published in Visible
Religion, Vol. 6- A.J. Brill, Leiden, Holland, 1988, pp. 114-135)

Prof. Dr. ASKO PARPOLA

Professor Emeritus, Department of World Cultures,
University of Helsinki, Finland.




DRAVIDIAN CANVAS IN SANGA TAMIL

Prof. Dr. Kannabiran Ravishankar (krs)
(Professeur adjoint - Littératures comparée (tamoul),

Université de Paris, France)

Abstract:

Sanga Tamil is a rich compendium of
classical literature in the Tamil language.
Though Tamil civilization has evolved from
sangam age to scientific age over the past
3000+ years, it has always been a best
practice in the academic field, to benchmark
and learn from Sanga Tamil, on the various
faculties of humanity that we are discussing,
debating and enhancing today. Verily, it has
been a journey, that has captivated the thought
of the modern academician, anthropologist,
historian and reformer — all alike.

Whereas, the Dravidian Movement has its
roots in the early 19" century which ushered in
Tamil renaissance & social justice in the Tamil
landscape. It too has evolved over the past 100+
years on various issues facing the society.

This paper, enquires into the social canvas
of the sangam era, and relates them to the
philosophies of Dravidian movement, vis-a-vis
the sangam society and modern society. The
key Dravidian philosophies - Social Justice,
Equality, Self-Respect, Casteless Collective,

Tamil Pride, Theism & Atheism, Feminism and
Rational Inquiry - are all traced to their roots
in Sanga Tamil, in this paper. After all human
Journey is a continuous evolution of the human
faculties, be it sangam age or scientific age. In
this journey, we shed off our weaknesses and
build upon our strengths towards the cause of
the society.

Keywords:

Dravidian, Tamil, Classical Literature, Sanga
Tamil, Social Justice, Self-Respect, Feminism,
Theism, Apatheism, Caste, Brahminism,
Superstition, Rationality, Education, Philanthropy,
Nature, Native Tamils.

Introduction:

Sanga Tamil (also pronounced as changa
thamizh or canka tamil, and written innative
alphabet as swa4509) is truly a Cross-Roads of
Culture. It is not only a compendium of poetry
that showcases the genius of classical literature,
butalso a Melting Pot of diverse cultures of the
land. Verily, Sanga Tamil is a Social Mirror of
evolution of the Tamil Society.
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Any language starts from its people - Tamil
too! Unlike other classical languages that have
become defunct at some point in history, Tamil
is continuously being spoken and written by its
people, thanks to its People Oriented Philosophy
of its Grammar.Architectural Structures of
Grammar evolve a bit later, after ‘people-forms’
of the language slowly mature. In fact, there is
a Tamil poem which sings, “There is no Grammar
without People’s Literature, and there is no
oil without growing mustard, first”. The best
starting point to know aboutTamil language,
is from its earliest people-form: Sanga Tamil.
It is a Corpus of Poetry&Prose, weaved on the
fabric of Music & Drama, with silken threads of
creativity running all over the fabric, even 3000+
years back.

Prof. A.L. Basham in his book ‘Wonder that
was India’, comments on early Tamil literature:
"Very early, Tamils developed the passion for
classification. A unique feature of Tamil poetry
is the initial rhyme or Assonance(etukai/monai).
The first syllable of each couplet must rhyme.
This initial assonance, in some poems continued
through four or more lines, is never to be found
in the poetry of Sanskrit languages, or as far
as we know, in that of any other language. Its
effect, a little strange at first, rapidly becomes
pleasant to the reader, and to the Tamil it is
as enjoyable as the end rhyme of the Western
Poetry”.

The First Rational Thought -
Creation vs. Evolution:

In fact, when mostliterature of other
civilizations were spinning stories about a super-
human hand in the ‘Creation’ of the world, Tamil
literature and the earliest available grammatical
treatise -Tholkaappiyam,takes a more rational
approach in earth’s ‘Formation’. In those days
of primitive science, it talks about Physical &
Chemical Properties in the formation of Earth
-though not in a sense of today’s chemistry,
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butas a far-reachingthought, far better than an
imaginary Super-human-God,breathing airor
spitting water into the world, or looking with
fiery thousand eyes and creating the world like
a muddy pot.

“Land-Fire-Water-Air-Space elements
constantly interact and the resulting
Cohesion is this World!”- says Tolkappiyam,
3000+ years back. (devo - G5 - & - e -
a9s06)unBsubgowssbhe_vad; svuig = Physical
Change & owsso = Chemical Change). The
Treatment of Morphology in Tolkappiyam.

Pvd, &, 651, suel, e9&06)un(), £k g0
SUGHGDOWESDD_USD )G 60T

BoFevent, LOUNsY,wl6)sneun ews
Sy @su6)snsublsun(®),50nsuGsusr (hd
(6)gnevanu@wad-6)unen: wgSwey 635)

Land, Fire, Water, Air and Space — The Five

Cohere and diffuse and the Earth is formed.

Two Life Entities and Five Group Entities,
non-deviant from Nature’s Code

Words and denotation shall not deviate, but
embrace that code (Tolkappiyam - marapiyal
635)

Thereis even a talk on Taxonomy&Classification
of Living Beings on Earth, though not as accurate
as in today’s scientific classification, but as an
early attempt to ‘codify &classify’ the diversity
of Life Forms on Earth. Why should a mere book
on grammar of the language, talk about such
lofty thoughts?

Sensor§  Functions Life Forms ‘

Feel/ Touch |Grass (Monocots) & Plants (Dicots) - Vegetation & Other Form

Tongue/ Taste |Snails, Slugs and such.. & Other Forms too

Nose/ Smell [Ants, Worms and such.. & Other Forms too

Crabs, Bees and such.. & Other Forms too

Ear/ Hear Birds, Mammals and such.. & Other Forms too

1
2
3
4 Eye/ See
5
6

Brain/ Think |Humans and such.. & Other Forms too

(Exhibit 1: Life Forms - Taxonomy & Treatment
of Morphology in Tholkaappiyam)



That is because: Sanga Tamil is so much
People & Life Oriented, rather than some
mere Syntaxfor the language. It discusses
about Life Forms on Earth — Plant, Animal &
Human, Tribes of Tamil People and the gradual
advancement of a Society, not ignoring any
aspect of Human Life or People’s Choices.
There is a path to unknowns & exceptions
as well, when Tolkappiyam records the
existence of ‘other forms too’ (®paoe_mGsy,
s @muBu). The codification goes to
such an extent,that even unaccomplished love,
LGBTQ love, break from the social majorities -
are all classified by Tholkaappiyar and placed
under one’s own Personal Category (aga
thiNai).

Unfortunately, few religious pundits in
the later centuries, pushed away all this
diversity in love and life, to outside of
one’s Personal Boundaries (puRa thiNai).
Much interpolations (@ é6ssa) have
also happened in the text of Tolkappiyam,
wrongly assuming the current day context,
to the meanings ofold words. But such
interpolations have now been exposed
and reconciled with advancement in
linguistic techniques like serialization and
contextualization.

Question: Tamil or Dravidian?

Tamil means ‘Sweet’ or ‘Fluidity’
(@aPerowd 6 Aemowb e derareungd), SO records
the thesaurus — Pinkala Nikantu. The word
‘Tamil” is an endonym and the word ‘Dravidam’
is an exonym.

e Endonym: A name used by a group or
category of people, to refer to themselves

e Exonym: A name used by a group or
category of people - non-native, to refer

to the native name

j. Indo-
European , . .

(Exhibit 2: Language Families of the World)

All over the world, each language has its
own unique phonetics, that sometimes makes it
impossible to render in other languages. In such
cases, a close approximation to the native word
is attempted. Because of the unique phonology
of the medium consonant (mellinam) o (1), the
word ‘Tamil’ was pronounced as ‘Dravid’ or
‘Dramid’ in various ancient civilizations of the
world — including Egyptian, Greek and Roman.
From there, arose the synonym (exonym) for
Tamil — Dravidam.

e Deutsche is endonym, German is exonym

e Zhdngguo is endonym, China is exonym

e Farsi is endonym, Persian is exonym

e Ionian ( "loveg/Greek) is endonym,
Yavanam is exonym

e Kedah (Malaysia) is endonym, Kataram

is exonym

e Jau (Java) is endonym, Cavakam is
exonym

e Thamizh (Tamil) is endonym, Dravidam
is exonym

As it is very complex to trace the first
intelligent life on Earth, so is the complexity in
tracing the first language on Earth. Fromsingle
celled ocean life to complex human life, human
evolution didn't start from a single town.
Hence,human language too didn't evolve from
a single town. However, many languages of the
world are grouped into a ‘Language Family’ and
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Beyond these places, the unexplored ocean
curves around towards the west and mingles
with the western sea

Periplous

® Land route

Indo-Scythian

Beyond these places, the fierce winters
and great ice formations make travelling
hard, and by the powers of the gods,

these places are unexplor

like Tyndis (Thondi), Muziris
(Musiri) and Bacare (Puhar).
The Roman author Pliny the
Elder also records in his Latin
manuscript: Naturalis Historia,
on the commerce with Pandion
(Pandyas) kings and places
like Modiera (Madurai) and
Cottonara (Kuttanadu) of the
Dravidian Country.

Kingdom of Aksum
® iy zoscates

(Exhibit 3: Periplus of the
Erythraean Sea — Greek Sailing

Routes to the Dravidian land)
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o The word ‘Dravidian’

grew in the modern century,

their descent traced from a common ‘proto-
language’ using scientific methods. Once such
Language Family is Dravidian (South Indian).

The words ‘Tamil’ and ‘Dravidian” mean the
same and are often used interchangeably,not
only in ancient times, but even in today’s
academic world. But as the proto language
evolved into other south Indian languages, the
term ‘Dravidian’ was used to denote the entire
language family and the core culture thereof.
The word ‘Dravidam’ has been in existence, even
centuries before the 19th century scholars like
F.W. Ellis(whose famous work on the ‘Dravidian
Proof’)and Robert Caldwell (who wrote his
famous work: ‘A Comparative Grammar of the
Dravidian or South-Indian family of languages’).

Even though the term ‘Dravidam’ won't occur
in Sanga Tamil, because logically it is an exonym
for the endonym ‘Tamil’, the Dravidian word finds
its place all over the ancient historical documents
of the world - including the 1st century Greek
sailing logbook: Periplus of the Erythraean Sea.
It even talks about the Cheras & Pandyas as
the kings of the Dravidian Country. The periplus
goes on record to document the commerce and
ancient ports of the Dravidian land(Damirica)
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expanding its scope - from
just denoting the ancient Tamil language as an
exonym, and the entire language family - to
denoting a movement of Tamil Renaissance.
It widened from the academic world into
the socio-political world, when Tamil People
brokebarriers and started establishing the pride
of their language and culture, independent
of the extinct Sanskrit languageand the
religion & caste thereof. Thaayumaanavar and
Manonmaniam Sundaranar started using the
Dravidian word in their poems - Siththar Kanam
and Manonmaneeyam respectively.

Leaders of Mass Movements (to name a few:
Iyothee Thass, Rettamalai Srinivasan, Sir Pitti
Theagarayar, C. Natesan, MC Rajah, Maraimalai
Adigal, Periyar EVR and CN Annadurai) started
heavily using the term ‘Dravidian’ in the socio-
political landscape, to usher in Tamil Pride
and Social Justice. In the current day context,
the term ‘Dravidian’ has been juxtaposed as
an antonym of the term ‘Aryan’. It is used an
antidote to resist Social Oppression executed
via Religion& Caste and deliver Social Justice
&Tamil Pride. Indeed, a great journey for one
single term — Tamil a.k.a Dravidian through the
centuries!

SIneiL LI Olumbeo



Challenge: Dravidian vs. Aryan:

Sanskrit (also pronounced as samskrtam,and
written in native alphabet as HH%dH) is yet
another classical language of India along with
Prakrit, but has gone extinct unlike Tamil which
still flourishes continuously, much beyond 3000+
years amongst its native People.The word ‘Aryan’
(3MA) in Sanskrit originally means noble, and
later started denoting the names of the first
three castes, and also the northern land called
the Aryavarta (3I1aid). Hence the northern
languages are also termed Indo-Aryan.

Unlike Tamil (of the South) which is deeply
rooted in Nature & People, Sanskrit (of the
North) is heavily rooted in Religion & Philosophy.
It also carries a baggage of Caste&Social
hierarchies inter-twined with Religion and hence
the term ‘Aryan’ has also been used an antonym
for ‘Dravidian” (Tamil). The Aryan-Dravidian
dichotomy is not of the recent past, but has
been in vogue from the days of Sanga Tamil.

The Aryan king Brhatta had an inferior view
on the Dravidian (Tamil) culture and on the
status of Love (kaLavu - senay) in Tamil Society.
The illustrious Poet of Sangam Age — Kapilar
(s®suri) got furious over such'holier than thou’
mentality sported by the Aryan king and sang
the poem - Kurifici Pattu (@nPesfounc ®) in
condemnation of the Aryan view and vivid
education on Tamil culture.Even though the
unison of lovers starts with kalLavu (intimate
romance unseen by others), it completes in
kaRpu (learnings of familial life seen by the
society).

Kapilar impressed upon the Aryan polity that
Tamil Culture offers an unstigmatized approach
inthe relationship of woman andman. It only
upholds heartful love between them, instead of
needless ritualsprescribed by the religious folk.
Imagine 2500+ years up the lane, a reformer
named Periyar EVR will be uttering the same

words of Kapilar - There is nothing holy about
it. To quote Periyar:“We consider marriage as
a mere contract; an agreement made by the
couple for their convenient life in companionship.
We therefore opine that, there should be no
scope for any principle to control them either
as a couple or as separate individuals” (Kudi
Arasu, 12-Oct-1930). Kapilar took the same
approach of companionship and hailed the
ritual-free relationships that existed those days
in the Tamil Society.

So, the Aryan-Dravidian divide has been
running as an undercurrent - throughout the
history of Tamil civilization. To understand why
such a dichotomy exists, we need to explore
the roots of these two different cultures. Sanga
Tamil offers a holistic view to achieve this
understanding of the roots.

The Literary Landscape:

Tamil Literature advents much before the
Sangam Era (~500 BCE to ~300 CE) and even
originates much beyond the Tholkaappiyam
grammar.But unfortunately, those texts (like the
mutu kuruku, mutu narai, kalariyavirai) are lost
over the course of time. Hence the starting point
of available literature for Tamil is the Sangam
Literature -2400+ Poems written by 600+ Poets,
32 of them were Women. Kings & Bandits, Family
Women & Sexual Workers, Traders & Warriors,
Young & Old - Every section of the Society wrote
inside the Tamil Literature, on wide ranging
topics of Life.

The most interesting part you will find in
Sanga Tamil, is the Human relationship to
Nature! It is very hard to find myths or fake
stories like the 12-handed Gods &100-headed
Gods in Sanga Tamil. Though some myths were
later introduced, as the society moved away
from a nature-oriented life, to a religion-infused
pastoral life,still Correlation with Nature was
not compromised on a large scale. So much so,
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the names of anonymous poets, were given on
similes of Nature that they employed in their

Narrative Age - Kaapiyam (Epics)

poetry.

Sanga Tamil is broadly classified into 2
sections — both put together as the 18 Upper

Compendium.

1. The 8 Anthologies (ettu tokai)
2. The 10 Idylls (pattu pattu)

5 Major Epics , 5 Minor Epics
1 chilapathigaaram  Drama - Tamil Society 1 naaga kumaara kaaviyam Jain play
2 maNimEgalai Buddbist play 2 udhayaNa kumaara kaaviyam Jain play
3 cheevaga chinthamai Jain play 3 yasOdhara kaaviyam Jain play
4 valaiyaapathi Jain play 4 neelakEsi Jain play
5 kuNdalakEsi Buddhist play 5 chooLamaNi Jain play

(Exhibit 5: The 5 Major Epics & 5 Minor
Epics after Sanga Tamil)

The 18 Upp:

er Compendium

The Middle Ages of Tamil

8 Anthologies

10 Idylls

Collections of Various Poets & Music Directors

Songs by Individual Poets

civilization, saw a gradual

1 natRiNai

400 Songs on Love

thiru murugu aatRupadai

Guide to Muruga

2 kuRunthogai

400 Short Songs on Love

porunar aatRupadai

Guide to War Bards

influx of Sanskrit (Aryan)

3 AinguRu nooRu

500 Micro Songs on Love

chiRu paaN aatRupadai

Guide to Bards - smaller harp

4 pathitRu Paththu

100 Songs on Chera Kings

perum paaN aatRupadai

Guide to Bards - greater harp

influence via Religion & Politics.

5 pari paadal

70 Melodies on River & Deities

malai padu kadaam

Guide to Dancers

6 kali thogai

150 Rock Songs on Love

mullai paattu

Song of Forests

Sanskrit Religious Scholars,

7 aga naanooRu

400 Long Songs on Love

kuRinji paattu

Song of Mountains

8 PuRa naanooRu

400 Songs on Society

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

nedu nal vaadai

Long yet Pleasing Winter

under patronage of political

9

madurai kaanchi

Praise of the Pandiyan King

power,were profusely inter-

10

pattina paalai

Praise of the Chola King

The 18 L

Didactic Morals

ower Compendium

mingling extinct Sanskrit,

Private & Social Lives

1 thirukkuRaL

Book of Couplets

ain thiNai aimpathu

50 songs on Love

apparently trying to resurrect

2 naaladiyaar

400 songs * 4 Liner Morals

ain thiNai ezhupathu

70 songs on Love

3 iniyavai naaRpathu

40 songs on Sweet

thiNai mozhi aimpathu

50 songs on Love

it, inside a completely different

4 innaa naaRpathu

40 songs on Sour

thiNai maalai nootRu aimpathu 150 songs on Love

language - Tamil. Such was

5 pazhamozhi naanooRu

400 songs on Folk Morals

16

kai nilai/ in nilai

~60 songs on Love

6 mudhu mozhi kaanchi

100 songs on Morals

17

kaar naaRpathu

40 songs on Love

the impact, that even basic

7 chiRu pancha moolam

100 songs on Morals

18

kaLa vazhi naaRpathu

40 songs on the Chola War

8 thiri kadugam

101 songs on Morals

Tamil Alphabet was forced to

9 naan maNi kadigai

400 songs on Morals

EW.NE T

4 VI

(Exhibit 4: The 18 Upper Compendium &
18 Lower Compendium)

The8 Anthologieswere more focused on
the Naturist way of Life. But as the society
grew into a Governmental way of life, the
10 Idylls started focusing on Kingship. With
Kingship came great wars & human strife
and so later, the 18 Lower Compendium
arose - focusing on Morals and Citizen
Nobility. The globally acclaimed Book of
Couplets - Tirukkuralbelongs to the 18 Lower
Compendium. It is widely acclaimed by world
scholars to transcend time and serve as a Book
of Humanism on SimpleMorals, irrespective of
culture, community and geography. It does not
stick to any religion or philosophical school. It
only investsin Humanity - on 3 broad subjects
of Life - Virtue (aram), Polity (porul) & Love
(kamam).
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embrace the foreign Sanskrit
Alphabet, which later led to the
formation of Grantha Notation System. Social
terminologies were heavily sanskritized via
government bureaucracy, so much so, thateven
basic Tamil words like Agriculture (uzhavu
or vELaaNmai) were converted to Sanskrit
(vivasaayam — gIadrg, which only meant
Occupation and not Agriculture).

Languages of the world do interact with each
other and borrow words via Trade, Arts and
other forms of People Interaction. But those are
voluntary and not imposed. The foreign language
mix is kept to a base minimum and doesn’t go to
the extent of changing the basic Alphabet itself,
just to suit a foreign language. Tamil is already
an independent classical language by its own
merit, and yet this Sanskrit imposition was really
out of bounds. Very few classical languages of
the world have faced such an onslaught and yet
surviving until today. The foundations of Tamil




are very strong as envisaged in Tholkaappiyam,
that even suchimposition could not erode its
core-base. Tamil grew and is still growing
independently of Sanskrit and stays so, even
today in the Age of Science.

Northern Religions like Vedic Brahminism
(Hinduism) and Sramanam (Jainism & Buddhism)
slowly had their influx into the Tamil land. More
than the other faiths, Vedic religiongained active
patronage of the Tamil Kings (like the Pandya:
Pal yaka salai mutu kutumi Peru Valuti &Chola:
Rasasuya yakam vétta Peru Narkilli). Warfare
of kings were said to bring in bad karma and
the souls of royal ancestors in the upper hell,
were fantasized to be hanging head-down along
the river of fire (Vaitarani), panging for water
oblations - thatthe Vedic Pundits can offer and
alleviate evil karma. Such Sentiments,Sacrifices,
Rituals and Astrology slowly took over the Tamil
land. The Naturist way of

elevated to Primal Gods.A new wave of Bhakti
(Devotional) Literature arose, to accommodate
the new advent of Puranas.

The Bhakti Literature is of two major groups
— Shaivism & Vaishnavism. The local Asivakam
and Sramana Religions like Jainism & Buddhism
too, had their own corpus of Tamil Literature, but
those were more philosophical than devotional,
and hence started declining after the Kalabhras
rule. Bhakti swept the land - via the works of
Nayanmars (Shaivam) & Alvars (Vainavam).
They shifted the Vedic Philosophy of an Abstract
God to a more personalized & customizable
God concept, that easily attracted the masses.
Arts& Aesthetics (Music, Dance, Sculpture,
Painting, Festivals& mostly Stories many of them
imaginary) were widely used for the religious
propagation of Brahminism (Vedic, nhow gone
Puranic).

living slowly diminished. Bhakti Age
; 12 ThirumuRai » 4000 aruLi cheyal
Vedic Religions 123 Sambandar thiru kadai kaappu 1 Periya Aazhwaar  Periya Aazhwaar T.Mozhi
14,5,6 Appar thEvaaram 2 Aandaal Thiru Paavai/ Naachiyar T.Mozhi
Wa!l(?wed local ancestral | 7 Sundarar thiru paattu 3 KulasEkara Az. Perumaal Thirumzohi
deities .and .com mo'n | 8 Maanikka Vaasagar thiru vaasagam/ kOvaiyaar = 4 Thiru Mazhisai Az.  Naanmugan/ Chanda Virutham
folk theism, into their | g chendansar/ Others thiru visal paa/ pallaadu 5 Thondar Adi Podi Az. Thiru Mazlai
portfolio to gain mileage | 10 Thirumoolar thiru mandhiram 6 Thiru PaaN Az, Amalan Aadhi Piraan
of religious conversion | 11 Kaaraikaal Amma/ Others prabandham 7 Madhura Kavi Az~ Kanni Nun Chiru Thaambu
of the locals, in addition | 12 ChEkkizhar periya puraaNam 8 Thirumangai Az Periya Thiru Mozhi & Others

to the kings. This in | 9 Poigai Az, 1st Andaadhi

turn, saw the dilution | 10 POthathu Az. 2nd Andaadhl

fs krit Ved & | 11 Pei Az 3rd Andaadhi

0 a.ns rit Vedas 12 Nam Aazhwaar Thiru Vaai Mozhi & Others
Upanishads. Instead,

X Amudhanar Raamaanusa NootRu Andhaadhi ‘

Puranas (new stories) | 4,000 Verses

started their ride and

18,312 Verses

wholly changed the face of Vedic Religion as
well. Power became the focal point of Organized
Religion. To sustain Power, evenVedic Gods
(like Indra, Soma, Mitra, Savitr, Rbhus &
Asvins) were disowned and new Puranic Gods
synthesized from local deities (like Maayon,
Cheyon & KotRavai renamed in Sanskrit) and
minor VedicDevatas (like Shiva of the 11 ekadasa
rudras, Vishnu of the 12 dvadasa adityas) were

(Exhibit 6: The Bhakthi (Devotional)
Literature in Medieval Tamil)

These Bhakti poems, even though heavily
inspired by Sanskrit and Brahminism, also carried
an independent narration, with soul-stirring Tamil
eloquence.This led to positive vibes of enrichment
of thelanguage, but also led to negative vibes of
religiously infused feudal society and its byproducts
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like Caste System & Women Suppression. Graded
Inequality was the order of the day. Educationstarted
to be reserved only for the Elite. These social evils
cannot be directly blamed on literature, because
literature merely portrayed the society of those times.
There is no denying the richness of Bhakti Literature,
even though they are no match to the naturist and
humanist Sangam Literature.

In the rest of this paper, let us trace in Sanga
Tamil,the key Dravidian philosophies:

e Social Justice
e Self-Respect

e Equality
e Rationalism
e Apatheism

e Feminism &
e Anti-Brahminism

and benchmark our current day progressive
thoughts, with core thoughts from the classical
age.

(Disclaimer: By the term Anti-Brahminism,
we only intend to mean the opposition to caste
and power system of graded inequality in the
society. We doNOTmean any individual or a
group as a whole).

Anti-Brahminism in Sanga Tamil:

Kalitokai, one of the eight anthologies in
Sanga Tamil vividly narrates a beautiful but a
sad story. Our Heroine (thalaivi) is in deep love
with the Hero (thalaivan) and enjoys meeting
him in private, in the dark hours after dusk. One
night, when she goes to meet and relish with
her beloved, she is stopped and challenged by a
Brahmin of that village. He questions her chastity
and asks how a noble woman can walk on the
streets during night time?

All such customs were unheard of hitherto
in the Tamil land, but with the advent of Vedic
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Brahminism and their royal patronage, the social
discourse had started to change. The Girlfriend
(thozhi) of our Heroine had already warned her
about this growing advent of Brahminism and
about the new customs and rituals in their area.
The Heroine trembles. The Brahmin seeing her
feeble nature, tries to lure her by offering his
betel nuts and invites her for an unsolicited affair.

But our Heroine, a smart Tamil girl has other
ways to escape this ordeal. She bends down as if
in supplication, picks the sand from the ground,
throws it in the Brahmin’s eyes and runs away to
a nearby settlement (cheri). Knowing very well
that Brahmins won’t enter the cheri because of
their caste codes and rules, she cleverly escapes
into that settlement and sees her friend (thozhi).
With pangs of passion, unable to meet her lover,
she laments to her friend that Brahminism has
brought suffering to the town.

This poem is a very important record of how
Brahminism reshaped the Tamil society into a
Caste-ridden, Ritual-induced, Women-restrictive
landscape. Let’s directly read through the poem
in the native tongue (keywords bolded for
understanding) and also dwell on the translation
in English. Here we go!

560565Mem&65 (BDlerdlassd) sLilem
&DlerdEBemevor; HemeoallCamPlulLLb6sTeT6TS
Soh s @und! Gaenn! mb o &G6eTeUaUNdS N §YD
UGB! USRS DHS S); GFHVGW
OETUGETEUUN DO (5G QBMSMG6U,

)0 G FUBUN AU TPE)U G5 D), B

BTSN WO UG GNP H6aTE W6t ;e D48, (9)

$055DVHGGDVYD, S6TTSOUD,
SNJEGD WG K& nOUC(H6uh ), HO
GerflufeoTGUmsMLPL (LPSTUMTLILITEmEDT,

Con P! 5Cun) m&P! e16m0P, SsuetT HMmECS
ungnégmwnoustPwn, eunwpagsier.(10)

W@ euesorBedTidT? 67607 & 1P UsmIU6) W6
EUSNET (P HUSC o FTUSSGE TTEUNSN &y,



FwWnev! FOUOS 6T P Bwn? 6168 06T
USSP G HE6)S1 60 e 6TaTS G0 8)D, WIT Fy668T M)D
UNWeUNBeneiT; ) MHUSS L G)SIS6T 1), 50N P,(19)

eosILGSsLLLLMUANILS! 5,00 MW reT

T ING! YHeN6T6TET 565G 60T,

SeliizeiiLeOBOLIDTSILDEOASTETE6EIT

ETTOUV DG RIS Gy, WUN (5 DU,

W HUNAOUNETT )65 60T 63T 4, 56U 1 1 Gy,
wnereresen g(20)

6 (HEMELDETUTEDEET600T(B, BLDED G TEUSE600TGL,
8 ST MNP OL&UEIGNC b ererr; mGs
O wsNeUWES 6,680 (H MG s P& s m Sewr
BDdoyeb)ansmonsin 0)586Um6Uuyen,e
gBe&nBALLLHDIE! $15eU6ET(25)

SNCE Y PMS, BLDOMTEG6TEONSILD
OGS BENeW6NHEHEWS, 6T60T )WDG60T

UM DEEDISD) Gy, &E6) & 76007 LPGILIMTLILITEDT
HLp&EMBLIOLIIBRIBHRITnSHSI!

Kalitokai 65 (Kurinci Kali) — Kapilar
Kurinci Tinai, What the heroine
said to her friend

(Translation by: Ms. Vaidehi Herbert)

My friend wearing perfect jewels! Listen!
This will get our town to laugh. It happened
lastnight.

When our townsfolk were asleep,

Draped in mybeautiful clothing,

I awaited my man with a handsomechest. (5)

The bald-headed leper, The blemished one
in our town,that lame

Old Brahmin who does not enter
ourneighborhood(cheri),

The one you warned me about; showed
up,spotted me,

Bowed to me and asked, “Why are you
hereat this unsightly hour?” (10)

Slowly, he stuck to my side, like an old bull
that had sighted hay.

“Lady, will you eat my betel leaves and betel
nuts?”

He asked me as he opened his pouch, and
said again,

“Take these” - as he tried to hand them to me.

I was speechless. He spoke without restraint,
and said: (15)

“Girl, you have fallen into my hands! If you
are one spirit,

I am the other spirit. You better be gracious
to me.

If you trouble me, I’ll take away the
offerings you have

Received from this town.” He prattled on
and on, and

Irealized that the old fellow was scared of
me, thinkingl was a demon. (20)

| picked up a fistful of sand and threw it
at him

And heimmediately caused an uproar.

It was like a useless littlefox getting trapped
in a net

Set out to catch a fierce-eyed,

Mighty tiger with curved stripes. (25)

This old Brahmin has deprived me of my
tryst with my lover.

He has brought suffering to this town.

He has made lustingafter women his way
of life,

And created a great, big streetdrama last
night.

Sonow, we have direct empirical evidence
in Sangam Literature on how the Tamil Society
was encountering Brahminism and its (im)moral
code, some 2500+ years back.Along with our
Heroine, we too feel the pathos, as we get to
know about the negative transformation of the
Tamil society.

It's also true that there are other poems in
Sanga Tamil that talk about the patronage of
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Vedic Brahminism from theKings, as well as
some Puranic Deities & their stories. The fact
is: Sanga Tamil stands as a Social Mirror,
recording both the advent and rejection of
Brahminism in the ancient Tamil Society.

One can easily find in Sanga Tamil, the
mention of Ramayana’s Rama (purananuru 378,
akanandru 70)and a few other characters from
Mahabharata, but those were the stories that
have started spreading in the society at that
time. A key point to be noted is: Nowhere in
Sanga Tamil will Rama be picturized as the God
of Tamils, but only a passing reference made in
the context of a simile or a story. Rama is never
accorded the worship status of kottam, kuttu
and music in Sanga Tamil. For that, we need to
wait for a few more centuries, for the Bhakthi
literature to arrive on the scene.

Rationalism & Feminism in
Sanga Tamil:

Rationality is defined as a characteristic
where opinions&actions are based on reason,
logic and knowledge, rather than on a
religious belief or emotion. Human beings are
sentimental by nature and they don't operate
on logic 100% of the time. Still, there should
be an effort to balance both — the path of
emotion and the path of reason, in an effort
towards a mature society. When even educated
professionals of today’s modern age fall into
sentimental traps, Sanga Tamil portrays an
ancient society of Rationalism.

Let's now hear a story narrated in Natrinai
—the first of eight anthologies in Sanga Tamil.
The Girlfriend (thozhi) of our Heroine (thalaivi)
performs a Soliloquy (speaking to oneself), as
if she is speaking to the Tamil God - Murugan.
The Hero (thalaivan) is nearby overhearing this
sweet drama.The lady in an apparent jest,
scolds even the God as a Fool.
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Murugan (Cheyon) & Thirumaal (Maayon) are
not Vedic deities, but are a mere remembrance
of the ancient ancestors of the Tamil land, deified
via memorial stones and accorded worship
status of kottam (altar), pusai (flowers), kuttu
(dance) and isai (music).

The Heroine is in a passionate love with the
Hero and has gone love-struck and love-sick.
The Mother of our Heroine unaware of the love,
thinks that some spirit has descended on her
daughter and arranges for a dance worship —
called the vélan veri. The worship dancer (local
priest) performs the dance for God Murugan with
kantal flowers. The girlfriend on seeing all these,
couldn’t control her laughter, as she knows that
our Heroine is not possessed by God Murugan'’s
spirit, but by our Hero’s love spirit. She chidesthe
God, who is supposed to be all-knowing, but not
knowing this simple love matter. In an apparent
jest, she exclaims: “Oh Muruga, you may be a
God, but you are a Fool! May you live long!”.

BhDlenetor34 (Bemevor: GDlehd, Hlemm: GeuevsoTaEUTT)
umeweurr: Wge (5eme0eGamuILLDOFTEoTE0TS))

S QYN SEUGET, e DM 546095
UPwn&Gennwsut)gn(), SnhG6N
GOFRTT G2 (B6)SYP55( (5.0

6)ueUe g A(HES0E)UN HUSEETO&6NT
26 @etralws s uBonCer ()

ONRYSIaIGHS, UCAOIGHCHMW
IBEOTSHETOTTRIG DIGOTEDLDSMNBSILD /60076507715 Gy
&M% MRS DO 6T S600T 6001 oo
GevsusiTGsusnar6)ey nf wevsTeuZ6Hmw

&L6)6TSHUNnILDSh&(10)
LDL6meULDEOTDEUMIILILPHEE!

Natrinai 34 (Tinai: Kurifici, Turai: vélan
veri)

What the Heroine’s friend said to Murugan,
as the Hero listened nearby

(Translation by: Ms. Vaidehi Herbert)
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musical instruments,

Her affliction is due to the embraces of the
man, who makes the mountains beautiful.

Her distress was not caused by your
anger. Even though you knew that,

You came to the veriyaattam ritual and
accepted the offerings given by the diviner with
lifted head,

Who wore a rainy season’s fragrant kadampam
flower garland

You may be a God,
But you are ignorant! May you live long,
oh Murugan!

As you can see, the Girl is bold enough to
challenge the familial & social customs prevalent
in the society. She is even able to call the
God - a Fool, although in jest! The religious
philosophies of omniscience &omnipotence of
the God are made fun of. If the God is not even
able to know the source of distress, how can
he alleviate the distress of his devotees? Be
it simple Tribal worship or the grand worship
in Organized Religion — if logic and rationality
come into play, most of the propagated and
indoctrinated assumptions would be shattered.
Let’s imbibe this Rational Spirit from our own
Sanga Tamil Girl.

(Exhibit 7: Women Poets in Sanga Tamil
and their Themes)

Put together, there were 32 Women Poets in
Sanga Tamil, who wrote 170 poems in the Upper
Compendium. The literary themes touched by
the Women of those days, were not only on
Love & Family, but approximately 70 discourses
on Society, Valor, Bravery, Education and Social
Justice. That was the peak of Feminism in Sanga
Tamil.

Apatheism (and Atheism) in Sanga
Tamil:

Apatheism is the attitude of apathy towards
the existence or non-existence of God. Apatheists
are not generally interested in accepting (or)
rejecting any claims about God, and the stories
concocted by Religion. They simply spend time
in useful causes to the society rather than
debating with Theists on false premises and
assumptions of the religious texts. Hence, they
cannot be called Atheists too, as they don't care
about theism at all. Such philosophical schools
existed even during the times of Sanga Tamil.

Worldwide, Theism is about the acceptance
of God and Atheism is about the denial of

33



God. But only in the Indian context, Theism
is about the acceptance of Sanskrit Vedas
and Atheism is about the denial of Sanskrit
Vedas. Such a strange categorization throws
light on the power & authority of Brahminism
in the Indian Religious context. Even if you
deny God, you are accepted as a Theist
(Astika), as long as you submit yourself, to
the authority of Brahministic Vedas (veda
pramanya vadi). On the other hand, even if
show true love towards a personal deity, but
qguestion the authority of Brahministic Vedas,
you are dubbed as an Atheist (Nastika)
(nastiko vedanindakah).

The Astika schools are six in number.
Samkhya and Mimamsa don’t believe in
God, but believe the Vedas and accept
the Vedic authority and hence considered
Theist.

1. Mimamsa or Purva Mimamsa (Vedic —
Samhita, Aranyaka & Brahmana)

2. Vedanta or Uttara Mimamsa (Vedic —

Upanishad)

Nyaya (logic)

Vaisesika (atom)

Samkhya (enumeration)

Yoga (samadhi or concentration)

ou AW

The Nastika schools are four in number. Some
may count Ajfiana (Agnosticism) as the fifth.
None of these accept Vedic Authority and hence
considered Atheist.

1. Buddhism
2. Jainism
3. Carvaka
4, Ajivika

The Tamil (Dravidian) school of philosophy
does not figure on the above lists, because it
is anunorganized one and a different entity
in itself. Apathetic to the Vedas, Tamils have
their own primordial philosophy and religion
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(the term Tamil ‘religion’ is @ misnomer, as it
is more a way of natural living, rather than
an organized religion). These days, Acivakam
is considered to have emanated from the
Tamil land, but Tamils had an unnamed
philosophical school even before that - Living
with Nature and Living in a Commune. After
all, Living is the only Philosophy of the Tamil
People.

EDUUWE SIETTEUN DEUNMRIGEUN PUCIGIT  6U1T 6065 NUJD
6)5WeuG HEneeuss0uBd.(G&men:d0
9PN F0: Q6U6UN PGS R w6U: Q6UeU meSwsy)

Who shares domestic life, by household
virtues graced

Shall mid the Gods in heaven, who dwell be
placed. (KuRaL: 50)

Living a purposeful life is the realization of
Tamils — 1) Purpose to the self (akam) and 2)
Purpose to the Society (PuRam). Termed ‘thiNai’,
it means the Way of Living.

Internal (akam) is up to individuals and
their personal lives, namely: love, affection,
parenting, friendship etc. External (puRam)
is up to the Society (Individuals put together)
and their social lives, which goes by various
prevailing factors in the social scene namely:
bravery, politics, justice, morals etc. The
concept of God does not arise because,
those who have lived a purposeful life —
both to the self & society, those Leaders are
considered ‘Gods’ - memorialized, sung and
remembered by the ensuing generations.
The Tamil word kadavulL (God) does not
occur in the philosophical ThirukkuRaL, but
only the words iRaivan (leader) & theivam
(light) find a place. Though Sanga Tamil has
numerous instances of the word kadavuL
(God), most of their connotation is in the
context of the memorialized heroes, leaders
and ancestors.



nternal Conduct Theme (agam) | Conduct Theme (puRam)
1|Attempt (kaikkilai) Covet (vetchi x karanthai)
2|Wait (Mullai) March (vanchi x kanchi)
3|Enjoy (kuRinji) Defend (uzhignai x nochi)
4|Break (marutham) Fight (thumbai)
5|Pine (neidhal) Victory/ Defeat (vaagai)
6/Leave (paalai) Praise (paadaaN)
7|Grandiose (perunthiNai) General (pothuviyal)

(Exhibit 8: Life Themes (thiNai)
in Sanga Tamil)

Memorialization is usually done via Natukal
(s(Gasv) or Kantu (s44) and a simple kottam
(altar) built in memory, and then cherished
forever with pusai (flowers), kuttu (dance),
isai (music) and uNavu (feast). The primordial
deities —Thirumaal(Maayon), Murugan
(Cheyon) & KotRavai (Valiant Woman) are such
memorialization of bygone Leaders of the Land.
They are assigned as primary deities to the land
where they had lived (Mullai, KuRinji & Paalai).
The other two lands (Marutham & Neithal) are
emigrated lands from the above three, and
hence the same three deities were revered there
too, in addition to new memorials arising in
every generation. However, Vendhan (the active
King at any given time) is the custodian of the
Marutham land and VaruLNan (sea wind) is the
custodian of the Neithal land and they rotate
and keep changing, unlike Maayon, Cheyon &
KotRavai.

Unfortunately, after the Vedic Religion
swept over the Tamil land, these local deities
were absorbed and assimilated into the fold of
Brahminism (Hinduism) and the local population
was embraced and got converted into the new
fold. However, that did not happen instantly,
but consumed and subsumed over a period of
time. This lead time gave the opportunity for the
Tamils to revolt, refuse, protest and nonconform
to the new socio-political order. These were aptly
captured and registered in Sanga Tamil. Let's see
one such poem from the cherished Purananiiru
— the last of the eight anthologies.

DRAV ID/NEEHEM

LmBrenmmi335 (Hemevor: eumens, Si6mm:
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(Exhibit 9: Memorialization (Nadu Kal) &
Dance (Kuravai Kooththu) in Sanga Tamil)

Purananiru 335 (Tinai: Vakai, Turai: Matin

Mullai)
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Poet: Mankuti Kilar (Parts of the poem
are missing)
(Translation by: Ms. Vaidehi Herbert)

Of strength difficult to overcome .. .. ..
There are no flowers other than these four
— kuravam, thalavam, kuruntham and mullai,

There are no foods other than these four

— varaku with black stems, large-eared thinai, (5)

kol on small vines, and spotted avarai beans,

There are no groups other than these four

— thudi drummers, panars, parai drummers
and kadampans.

There are no gods, other than the

memorial stones of heroes who blocked
enemies,

killed their elephants with lifted, bright
tusksand got killed,

and they need not be worshipped with heaps
and heaps of rice showering!

The poet Mankuti Kilar clearly attests on: who
is considered as KadavuL (God) by the Tamils? He
even goes an extra step and compares the native
Tamil worship with the non-native Brahmin religion.
Instead of simple memorial & remembrance, the
Brahmin (Hindu) religion profusely wastes food
like milk & rice onstone artifacts in the name of
abhishekam (ritual bathing) and naivedyam (ritual
food). Sanga Tamil clearly denounces them and says:
“We don't throw heaps and heaps of rice to please
the Gods (and the Brahmin priests who partake them
all). Instead, our food is just simple varagu, thiNai,
koL and avarai. We offer only what we eat. And we
take them back and eat as blessed food. Our ‘Gods’
are only those nadukal memorials for our ancestors,
who have fought for our cause! For us, there are no
other Gods!”

Social Justice in Sanga Tamil:

What is Social Justice? Why should we earn it
and why should we sustain it? Social Justice can
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be defined as: “Equal access to life’s resources —
education, wealth, health, opportunities, honourand
privileges of ALL members of the society”. Though
the concept looks very lofty and egalitarian, the path
towards social justice is not always easy. Such simple
concepts of human life, become the most challenging
to achieve and sustain. Why the great Tamil sage
valLuvar had to elucidate on such a simple common-
sense thought - “piRappu okkum ella uyirkkum® (All
life is born equal)?

From time immemorial, human society is
always fragmented into two cores — the powerful
&the powerless. While the powerful tend to
accumulate resources of the society to their
own coffers, social movements spring up to stop
that power grab and balance the resources to
one and all. The language and forms of these
movements may vary from country to country,
based on the local scene & settings. In the so-
called holy land of India and Tamilnadu, the
power settings are based on Caste, which in
turn is fueled by (Hindu a.k.a Brahmin) Religion.
Even in the age of Science, the discriminatory
birth-based caste system is here to stay and
sadly, cannot be undone anytime soon. So, how
to deliver and sustain social justice?

Social Justice is one of the key principles
of the Dravidian Movement in the 19th, 20th
and the 21st centuries. It is so close and dear
to the hearts of the followers of the Dravidian
Movement. In fact, Tamilnadu was the forerunner
for Social Justice in the whole of India — when
the Dravidian forefathers launched the first
Affirmative Action by passing the Communal
G.O # 613 legislation in 1921.

(Also wish to record here, that in the current
day context, Aasiriyar K. Veeramani has been
a lifelong champion of Social Justice. He is the
go-to person whenever legal hurdles come in the
way of social justice. He turns every roadblock
into a stepping stone — be it a reservation
percentage issue or creamy layer criterion.



Religious scholars may boast about Lord Krishna
as ‘sambhavami yuge yuge’, but for the Dravidian
Movement, Krishnasamy Veeramani is the real
‘sambhavami yuge yuge’, appearing each and
everytime in the fight for Social Justice.)

Education is one of the key pillars to
Social Justice. To provide equal and equitable
opportunity for education, to the underprivileged
sections of the society, is a key component in
social justice delivery.

The key difference between social justice
struggles of the West and social justice
struggles of India is: Atleast there was access
to education in the West, even though people
were segregated based on Race and Color. Butin
India, doors to education were completely shut
off by Brahminism to the underprivileged people
based on Caste. Generations after generations,
lost their education and thereby lost their quality
of life. Their History was written by the Brahmins
and their Positions were taken by the Brahmins.

It was openly declared in the law book:
“Sldras are not qualified. Smriti prohibits their
education. The ears of him, who hears the Veda
are to be filled with (molten) lead and lac. His
tongue is to be slit”.

(Brahma Sutra Bashyam, Adi
Sankaracharya - Chapter 1, Section 3,
Adhikarana 9, Sloka 38)

pratisedhah Stdrasya smaryaté (Smriti
prohibits Shudra education)

*  AGHBUUTTAHNIAJHATRIRIRATY,
OTH

védam upasrrnvatas trapu jatubhyan $rotra

pratiptranam (Pour molten lead (trapu) inears,
if they hear)

o

¢ Hddd

de I 3TIRUISIgaTd oG :

bhavati ca védoccarané jihva cchédah (Slit
the tongue, if they utter)

*  RAUMTYITARIR AT

$ravana-adhyayana-artha-pratisedhat
(Prohibition of hearing, studyingand understanding)

Such were the cruel punishments coded in
the Rule Book, if Shudras & underprivileged
people attempted to learn. Manu Smriti also
borrows such codes and enshrines them in the
Governmental Law.

TANTHIRUTATRRNTHAGIAT

ekameva tu Sudrasya prabhuh karma
samadisat
etesameva varnanam Susrlisamanasiyaya

(Manu Smriti: Discourse 1, Section 58, Sloka 91)

For the Siidra, God ordained only one function:
the ungrudging service of theUpperCastes.

AT UV ORIV THH IR

ATdATTIdd e R AU T

dharmopadesam darpena vipranamasya
kurvatah

taptamasecayet tailam vaktre $rotre ca
parthivah (Manu Smriti: Discourse 8, Section
41, Sloka 272)

If a Stdra teaches a Brahmana, the king
shall pour heated oil into his mouth and ears.
(Even with all such restrictions, somehow if a
lower caste person attains some mastery, then
the Brahmins can unabashedly beget his skills
and then restrict him/her to his due low place
in the Varna System).
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So, Education has been a lost opportunity
for generations! To compensate for that colossal
loss, Affirmative Action (Reservation) in the
educational sector for the underprivileged
people, is one of the key pillars of Social
Justice. This mammoth responsibility does
not stop with their education alone. Next
is their empowerment.Education leads to
Empowerment! Empowerment leads to
Quality of Life!

Sanga Tamil, even 2000+ years back,
anticipating all these social evils that were
upcoming with the advent of Vedic Brahminism,
warns the Tamil population on how to face the
onslaught. In fact, it had already started even
during the days of Sanga Tamil, under royal
patronage by a few kings to the Vedic Religion.
Interestingly, one king - who didn't succumb
to the sentimental temptations of religion, had
the moral courage to stand up and speak: “Hey
Tamils, Education is your only Emancipation”.
His name was Pandiyan Nedunchezhiyan and his
honorific was ‘Arya Padai Kadantha’ (One who
conquered the Aryans).

Uonprenrmii83 (Hewevor: aungeluled, SHewm:
CILIMBETOTELDMLY S &5 MEh )
umeuieurt: ShflwliLienL &L 5B GEha&FLILIeOT

2 )Y O, 2 Elun@entlsn®S s,
O mew pBewsUert W Sy&mHmeumeTEm.
OOy 6iT6T 26T ) M2 67 EHD,
FOOaTUNUNEUGNUDOETOLH T UYD.

BOGL-UODHSULBUNGIEHD (9)
WSCEM6IT6U(HSETEIT T Sy D6V (HEN
9P )BT, 1)1 HD6)s60eYD.

GeupmiemLpaS B BMHLITEdS_6TETBLD,
SLpliLmedeHeuedTEMLIEDT,

GopunedaHeusnILDSleuetTEHEvoTLIGELD! (10)

Purananiru 183 (Tinai: Potuviyal, Turai:
Porun Moli kanci)
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Poet: Pantiyan Ariyappatai Katanta
Netuiceliyan
(Translation by: Prof. Dr. George. L. Hart)

Learning is a fine thing to have if a student
helps a teacher

in his troubles, gives him a mass of wealth
and honors him

without ever showing disdain!

Among those born from the same belly,

who share the same nature, a mother’s heart
will be most tender

toward the most learned! Of all who are born
into a joint family,

A king will not summon the eldest to his side
but instead he will

show favor to the man among them

who has the greatest knowledge!

And with the four classes of society
distinguished as different,

should anyone from the lowest become
a learned man,

someone of the highest class, reverently,
will come to him to study!

Nedunchezhiyan clearly records here that the
four varna system of Brahminismis discriminatory
(Goury myemwb)sFs85nmunsy). But he alone cannot
change the whole of Tamilnadu, which has already
started falling into this precipice via Religion &
Politics. Yet, he dreams of the day, when the
Brahmins themselves would come to a Tamil
(Shudra) and reverently pay their respects to the
fountainhead of Knowledge. Probably he had a
premonition that 2000+ years down the lane, this
was going to happen in 1967 CE - when Arignar
Anna took over the reins of the Government, not
as the King, but as the Chief Minister of Tamilnadu.
So, let us heed to the clarion call made by our
own Dravida Pandiyan, who conquered the Aryan!
—Education, Education and Education is our
only Emancipation!”



Equality in Sanga Tamil:

All lives are Born Equal (piRappu okkum
ellaa uyirkkum) is the ‘moola mantra’ of Tamils.
Our Leader, Ayyan ValLLuvan has registered this
one line - into the hearts of all Tamils. Every
Tamil worldwide, knows this one line from
ThirukkuRaL. But there is a next couplet too,
which people might have missed.

O miblundgwstsusune_1idGd - £ mubluneeun

6swelgn PuBeum mevowner. (Gmen 972
PG50 6)UGEO)

All lives are Born Equal. Diversities of work,
give each their special worth.

Cwed kb gdGwsususuniBueusieuri- & &k S

Sweveunid psveveuri. (Gmen 973 Pango:
6u@O)

The so-called upper castes are not upper,
when they have low qualities.

The so-called lower castes are not lower,
when they have high qualities.

ValLuvar had such a moral conviction to break
the Caste Hegemony and he vehemently spreads this
message of Equality all over his work — ThirukkuRalL,
the Magnum Opus of Tamil language.

There are many places in the KuRaL, where
the Vedic religion is challenged either subtly
or overtly. There are hardly 8-10 direct root
Sanskrit words in the KuRaL, and they too are
employed - mostly in a tone of condemnation
of the Brahminism via their own lingo. Some
ignorant people take it as a pride, and boast that
ValLuvar is talking about their religion and the
characters in their puranic stories. Of course, one
has to mention by name, if he is condemning
and ridiculing that person. Is ridicule a pride?

® 4569456 MMV SUNISHDY2_nNAGENOMesT
Q5858 ersnwmsd(Gman:25 -
S ENFD: (5550 E)UGEDO)

Indra — The Lord of the Devas (Vedic Indra,
not the Jain Indra) is the proof of pettiness,who
got disgraced by a hermit of will power to tame
the five senses. It is an open ridicule of the chief
Vedic God Indra.

®  5nbef PeunnblosTEgnen syufeleT - @erf 5)6)msu
gnoegssameannare ueg?(Gma:1103 -
D&M IO YT iEL 0D PG6U)

Is lotus-eyed Vishnu's heaven (Vaikunta)
sweeter than sleeping onLover’s arms? ValLuvar
states thatlove bliss is far better than Vaikunta.
It is an open ridicule ofLord Vishnu (if thaamarai
kannaan means so).

®  9e6)endth &S s OCIC 656HT ~66TT W6IT
2 W96)66 5 H2 emanneone 0 (&men:259 -
9B SN JD:YINEUD 556V

Nonviolent worship is far better than brutal
killing of herds of animals and offering them as
*Havis’ in 1000 sacrifices. It is an open ridicule of
the Vedic Yagnas (fire sacrifices like Aswamedha,
Vajapeya, Rajasuya and PutraKameshti) and
the amount of meat poured in the ritual fire.
Strangely, the Cow Killers of yesterday have
become the Cow Protectors of today, in the
Indian political context.

®  uWblge 00 PUIETUSSS He6)GeuGeuniT
61U BBan a2 MO(GeN639 - YLD DE0GS)

Seventy crores of enemies are far better than
a Brahmin Minister intending the King’s ruin. It
is an open ridicule of the politico-religious nexus
and the patronage of Brahminism by the Kings.
ValLuvar uses their own Sanskrit term ‘Mantri’
to ridicule them, whereas he uses the regular
Tamil term ‘Amaichchu’ everywhere else.

* VYOO WO H&6)ENEUIGD unfuuneaTdmiy,

PWssoveaTmsblsGo(emm: 134 -
9B SN JD:6WEHPEEDD)
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Even if you forget your Vedas, there is no
harm; you can learn them again. But if you
forget your Dignity and Discipline, your so-called
Brahmin Birth (Dvija) is useless. It is an open
ridicule on the authority of the Vedas and the
self-claimed Superiority of Birth. VaLLuvar uses
their own terminology to ridicule them.

ValLLuvar - the man who is passionately
advocating Equality, is never going to sing
flatteries to the Religion which advocates
Inequality and Discrimination. Be assured,
however much a few people twist the meanings
of the KuRaL, the natural logic in the KuRaL
will expose their falsity. Merely using a term
from the religious corpus does NOT confine
ValLuvar to that corpus. It is akin to calling
Periyar EV Ramasamy as ‘Rama Bhaktha'just
because he has the term ‘Rama’ in his name,
asgiven by his Parents. In fact, EVR was the
one who was thrashing Ramayana in the nook
and corner of Tamilnadu. Similarly, VaLLuvar
uses their own terms and stories prevalent in
the society to ridicule them. Ridicule is not a
Pride!

Sanga Tamil is a Torch Bearer of Equality.
Be it King or a Commoner - All are Equal - in
the eyes of Tamil Justice. Here is one such
song which equates the Ruler with an Illiterate
Citizen.

Unnprenmmi1i89 (Hewevor: QuMgeluied, Fewm:
CILIMBETOTELDMLY &85 MEh )

LIMQUIG)IT: LDGIE0I &8 6U0TE B MLIEDTTITLDE&EOTITITHEST60T

6)g6 S 6UsUn N SWE)UN S)evI0 @6tT 1P,
616)1600T&6WLIBLEHMILIE HEDLDGWINT&SLD,
BHBATWNOS S)DOUSE)D FyEhS N 6T
S(hONUUN[GGOSVINEMHEIMSD,

2_evoruGIBILY, 2 GLUeneu@pevorGL! (5)
m&)LD6TeDeIMLDEYITEYE S ELD!
9)G6TN6Ub)G6U6uS SOUWBeT M G6U,
SHWOGubsTarPGerr, 5UYMUGEY.
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Purananuaru 189 (Tinai: Potuviyal, Turai:
Porun Moli kaiici)

Poet: Maturai Kanakkayanar Makanar
Nakkiran

(Translation by: Ms. Vaidehi Herbert)

Between those who Rule with white
umbrellas,

not sharing with others this earth, surrounded
by clear oceans,

And an uneducated man who stalks fast
animals

In the middle of the night and during the day
without sleeping,

everything is equal:

the need for a measure of food to eat and
two sets of clothes.

So, the purpose of wealth is charity.

If one thinks of enjoying wealth by himself,
many matters will fail!

Nakkeeran himself was a caste-occupation
nexus breaker. His father was an Accountant
(kanakkan) whereas he tookup the profession
of a Poet and rose in the ranks of the Pandya
court. Unfortunately, many fake stories were
spun on Sangam Poets in the latter-day work,
ThiruviLaiyaadal PuraaNam and Nakkeeran was
disgraced on account of his caste. To drive home
a discriminatory point that God himself will help
the Brahmin, Nakkeeran was falsely depicted as
a person punished by God Shiva. He had to run
from temple to temple, to assuage Shiva by singing
kOba prasaadam and getting cured of his cursed
disease.ThiruviLaiyaadal PuraaNam even went
to a further low and falsely depicted that Tamil
is subservient to Sanskrit language and the 48
Sanskrit Letters took Avtar as 48 Sangam Poets.

Tamil has undergone so much injustice,
that we need to apply the same Social Justice
principles to the language also and restore
its Self-Respect. Equality is the quintessence
of Tamil language!



Philanthropy in Sanga Tamil:

Organized Religion often boasts that, it alone
shows philanthropy & charity to people, by
providingfree food in temples and offering other
menial items & services to visiting devotees.
Some people also have a misconception that,
progressive movements just talk theory and
offer no philanthropy at all. Such people should
visit Periyar Thidal and see in person, all those
charitable institutions operating in full swing
towards benefitting various sections of the society.

Philanthropy & Rationalism are not
exclusive but inclusive! Giving Back to the
Society — is also one of Periyar’s cherished
humanist goals. Destitute Children’s Home,
Hospitals, Dispensaries, Schools, Rural Upliftment,
Legal Aid, Water & Nature Conservation —are all a
part of the package in the day-to-day activities of
Dravidian Movement. Unlike Organized Religion,
the essence behind Dravidian Philanthropy is not a
selfish motive of attaining the heavens after death,
or accumulate good karma, butGiving Back to the
Society without any expectation. Sanga Tamil talks
on such Motiveless Philanthropy.

LmBTenmmii34 (Semevor: LIMLTevor, Slenm: Swledtelpml)
umguieur: 2 edmuprgeoisCGefwpLGuorAwnm;
UM LIn GLmedT: S liiSievoTieredT

Bo086)8W0G 50 MIBIDOEE DT YD
S M6I6)6U6V 6001 S 68T 4, (U S)6U6U6TT,

O eosneT@mnit)ses m6)mny6)wes
SR GUUC6IT () SJ6U6TTE 660G W.

Purananiiru 134
(Tinai: Patan, Turai: lyan moli)
Poet: Uraiyiir Enicéri Mutamaociyar,
Hero: Ay Antiran
(Translation by: Ms. Vaidehi Herbert)

Ay is not like a businessman with fairprices
who thinks that the good done inthis birth
will help the next one.

His generosity is because of other noblemen
before him who followed the right path!

True Philanthropy is motiveless. The ancient
Tamil King Aay Andiran was a great patron &
philanthropist. His generosity was not out of the
motive of attaining godly heavens or a higher birth
in the next life. Such motives are called: Bargain
on Dharma. (eimefesy simgemgaleaaGussy). Both
Sanga Tamil & the Dravidian Movement shun such
a kind of Motive-Guised-Philanthropy! As Periyar
rightly puts it: “Gratitude is the duty of the receiver.
If the giver expects gratitude then it is @ mean
mentality”. Let us sport such a Sanga Tamil spirit,
and give back to the society without expectation
in return.

Self-Respect in Sanga Tamil:

The pre-cursor to Dravidar Kazhagam was
the Self-Respect movement. It kindled the spirit
of Self-Respect and also Tamil-Respect in the
nook and corner of Tamilnadu. It resonated in
every woman and man, made them think beyond
the yoke of religion &caste and made them to
respect themselves.

So, what is Self-Respect? Why does
one need it? Self-Respect is the quality of
according dignity to one’s own self. It is all
about how you treat yourself, and how you
allow others to treat you.

Self-Respect is not inflated ego or false pride,
but the subjective evaluation of one’s own worth
and conducting one’s own self with honor and
dignity. Self-respect forms the foundation of
all healthy relationships. When you accept
yourself as a person, with both weaknesses and
strengths, it changes how others perceive you.
When you know your own worth, you will not
let anyone treat you like a doormat.

Humans by nature have some element
of Self-Respect in them, but sentiments and
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situations lead them to pledge their own
honor for a temporary or a tangible benefit.
Psychologically, Religion plays a dampening role
in Self-Respect. It advocates for a Master over
you, and demands your implicit supplication
towards that Master. Combined with Caste, it is
a deadly combination that makes you surrender
yourself, your family, and your generations - to
a greater authority of Power.

That’s why Brahminism combined Caste
withReligion and propounded the dogma of
‘chatur varnam maya srishtam’ — the Lord God
himself created the Caste System (Varna).
Because of the God-element in Caste, you
inherently submit yourself without question,
accepting Caste as a divine diktat and learn
to live in a grid of Graded Inequality.This is a
psychological warfare on Self-Respect!

Dravidian Movement used Self-Respect to
kindle Equality. Periyar once remarked that
"we are fit to think of 'self-respect’ only when
the notion of 'superior' and 'inferior' caste is
banished from our land". Once people start to
realize the importance of Self-Respect and resist
the manipulation by whatsoever authority, all
other objectives — Equality, Rationality, Women's
Rights, Human Rights, Economic Parity, Freedom
from Caste and Ultimate Liberation — will all be
realized. That's why Self-Respect is as valuable
as the Life itself. It is called ‘suya mariyaadhai’
in common lingo and ‘than maanam’ in chaste
Tamil.

Sanga Tamil inculcates the spirit of Self-
Respect in each and every person. Even for a
material benefit, one is discouraged to pledge
one’s Self-Respect.Sanga Tamil upholds your
Self-Respect and enjoins upon you to treat
yourself with dignity, howhigh or low you are -
in the socio-political or socio-economic ladder.
Even Tamil Kings got to grow up in a situation,
that they acknowledged the Self-Respect of their
citizens irrespective of their power status. There
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are numerous instances in Sanga Tamil, when
the learned men refused to blindly supplicate
to the King.

Let us walk through a small story in Sanga
Tamil. Nakkeerar was the Chief of Poets in the
Pandya Royal Hall. He authored a work called
Nedunalvaadai (6)sG+ssu+eunenc) in which he
sings on the passion of the thalaivi (Heroine)
and thalaivan (Hero). The hero has gone to
participate in a war for his homeland and the
heroine misses him badly. But the news comes
that our Hero was victorious at the battlefield
and returning shortly. As the journey back to
home was long (6)5@®), but tinged with happiness
on the victory (s60), the Vaadai (sunen ) breeze
from the North was causing mixed emotions
in our Heroine’s heart. So far so good, and an
awesome Poetry. But the author Nakkeerar
inadvertently made a glaring mistake.

On the journey back, he picturized the
garrison of soldiers carrying spears in their
hands, decorated with neem leaves and flowers.
Neem flower is the insignia of the Pandya King.
According to the Rule Book of Tamil Poetry, one is
not supposed to disclose the names of the lovers
or their origins, as it may lead to disruption of
their Love. The Akam (love and family) Poetry
should only carry anonymous references. The
PuRam (war and society) Poetry can carry names
and origins. But becauseNakkeerar inadvertently
indicated, that the lovers belonged to Pandya
country, by subtly showing neem flowers on
the soldier’s spear, his Love Poem was pushed
from Akam to PuRam by the Academic Hall.
Even though Nakkeerar was the Chief of Poets
in the Hall and Pandya King was the Patron of
the Hall, that did not influence the decision of
the Tamil Academia. They stood rock-solid and
refused to bow to authority.

Such was the Self-Respect of the Citizens of
the King. In the following poem, we even see a
Feminist Self-Respect, when Avvaiyaar refuses



to yield to the Authority of the King, and walks
away without meeting him or getting gifts
from him. She self-respectfully sings, that she
is not going to pledge her poetry to the King’s
command, and there are so many avenues open
to her living!

UmBTEnTMI206 (Hemevor: LIMLT600T, Glewm: Lifldled)

umiguiedr: Slelemeuwini; urLuur@Lmer:

SIBWILDNEITEHBLLMETSN 6h &

NS GeunGuw! eunuGeunGuw!
suenen’Gwnib)eadpssuaiwmiGt)on Pa95$ $50d
2 e S SGD2_J D2 _M6mS )
VPDFEGU G SO QOUNL VN PES0
uPPeursGenCwnan®BounBw! (5)

s(OonaT6gme meu6)m(HWr 6T EhE

G687 9 1P WeVUTT6)SM6U? 61687 1P WeV6iT6)Smeu?
9P YOY&WD2_65BwnionWk6)gem

6 MHGDV2_USWPDYTTE); )G6TT6Y
&me6leoTLD&60B60T, &(hoHdaeuTLD&LemL, (10)

OgI6)SNEUGES6TEDS6UUS NI
VYYD SN 58 FANEm,
asBens&Ea5dleIDOIGBemesEanEn!

Purananiru 206

(Tinai: Patan, Turai: Parisil)
Poet: Avvaiyar, Hero:

Athiyaman Netuman Anci
(Translation by: Ms. Vaidehi Herbert)

O gatekeeper! O gatekeeper!

O gatekeeper who never closes the gate
against

those who come in need leading lives of
pleading,

to sow shining words in the ears of the
generous

and gain what they wish for, with their strong
hearts!

Does the lord Neduman Anji with swift horses
not know

himself, or know me? This is not an empty
world where

those with intelligence and fame have died.
So, we have

packed our instruments in drawstring bags
to carry them on poles.

This world is like the forest where children
of carpenters go with their axes.

Whether we go this way or that way, there
is rice in all directions!

There are as many as 6 Avvaiyaars in Tamil
history. The earliest Avvaiyaar was this Sanga
Tamil Avvaiyaar, the friend of Paari — the VELir
King. Contrary to the popular belief, that Avvai
was a grand old lady, the truth is: Avvai was
a young viRali (singer) who even drank wine
with her male counterparts. She never sang on
God Vinayaka, as that deity didn't even exist
during the Sangam Age. Unfortunately, with
the advent of Vedic Religion, every aspect in
Tamil history was distorted and rewritten by
the Brahmin authority in later days, to suit their
Caste Collective.

In the above poem, Avvai stands tall when she
refuses to pledge her knowledge for money. Self-
Respect is heartwarming. Feminist Self-Respect is
even more heartwarming and contagious. More
power to the Feminists of our century!

Aryan-Dravidian Struggle in Sanga
Tamil:

As we near the end of this essay, let's go
through some lighter moments of humor and
fun in Sanga Tamil and also quickly recap on this
Aryan-Dravidian conundrum. We already saw
how the Aryan King Brhatta was countered by
the Dravidian (Tamil) philosopher-poet Kapilar.
So, this Aryan-Dravidian dichotomy is real, and
has been in vogue for 3000+ years.

Some scholars opine that: Tamil & Sanskrit
(or) Dravidian & Aryan have co-existed. True,
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but that co-existence comes with confrontation
too. If there exists an act of aggression, there
exists an act of liberation too. Merely being a
contemporary, does not mean co-existence.
The space for Tamil has always been fought for,
against the high-handedness of Sanskrit.

If we just go by the earliest written accounts
in history, we can infer on the contemporariness
of the two stratums, but history is not only seen
from written accounts, but much beyond that.
After all, Tamil & Sanskrit are two completely
independent languages, differing in all aspects
— alphabets, sounds, structures, words, script,
form, matter, culture, prose, poetry, philosophy
and what not?

In linguistics, we define a concept of Stratum.
A language that influences, or is influenced by
another language via contact & interaction is
called a Stratum.

e Substratum: A language that has lower
power or prestige than another

e Superstratum: A language that has
higher power or prestige than another.

e Adstratum: A language that may be in
contact with another, but without higher
or lower prestige.

Tamil is Adstratum - already an independent
classical language by its own merit, and even
in the modern age, a rich and living language
amongst its People, unlike Sanskrit which has
gone extinct. Tamil is neither a substratum
nor a superstratum to Sanskrit or any other
language. The foundations of Tamil are very
strong as devised in Tholkaappiyam, that even
royal Sanskrit imposition could not erode its
basic foundation. Tamil grew and is still growing
independently of Sanskrit, even today in the Age
of Science.

The Core Virtue of Tamilis: It has NEVER
imposed itself on other languages & cultures
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via politics, religion or by any other means.
Live and let live, with Self-Respect has been
Tamil’s hallmark. The Tamil Space has always
welcomed new cultures, new philosophies, new
languages and new people. Handshakes are
welcome, but Hand-twists are not. Openness to
other cultures does not mean that Tamil Identity
can be replaced with a foreign one. Lost Identity
is not a virtue. Holding on to Roots is a virtue!

In this paper, we have been seeing steadily,
how Tamil language and Dravidian culture have
been having an independent narration vis-a-vis
the Sanskrit language and Aryan culture. Let’s
also explore some fun facts in Sanga Tamil,
which records how a section of the Tamil people
trolled the Aryan influx. Tamil people’s sense
of humor has been amazing even during the
Sangam days, when there were no memes.

The Girlfriend (Thozhi) chats withHeroine
(Thalaivi) and trolls the Aryan Brahmins who
are new to the Tamil land. Ainkuruntru — the
shortest poems of Sanga Tamil, records this
comedy troll. The mane (hair) of the horse that
our Hero rides, looks like the tuft (kudumi) of
short Brahmins waving o’er head.

SmIGNIHTNI202 (Bemevor: GMleha); Limowieur: siileor
Syerernsun P! Ceuesr(Hyerenet! ;b0
unNfoUET&G MWSUBCUNSST YD
&HBGGe6UWwWT ),
6)p(HDWeBIUBHN 6T 291 75,50 Gev.

Ainkuruniiru 202 (Tinai: Kurifici); Poet:
Kapilar

(Translation by: Ms. Vaidehi Herbert)

Mother, may you live long! Please listen to
me!

The tufts of the horses rode by the lord of
the tall mountain

are certainly like the tufts on the

heads of our town’s Brahmin boys.

Yet another satire and a bold comedy is



performed on the Vedas. The lack of unique
script for writing Sanskrit is being trolled in
Kuruntogai, the sweetest poems in the 8
Anthologies of Sanga Tamil.

Our Hero is love-struck with our Heroine and
pangs & pines in her separation. His Brahmin
Associate who is an Aryan, may have talked
about the mAyAvAtam (illusion) in the Vedas and
tries to tell our Hero, that all these love and life
are mere illusions. Our Hero retorts, callinghim
thrice, “Oh Brahmin, Oh Brahmin, Oh Brahmin,
Your Vedas are so weak, that they are not even
written down. If your Vedas aredivinely capable
as being claimed (that via Yagnas one can beget
anything), why not they suggest a medicine to
unite the separated lovers?” The Brahmin gets
dumbstruck. No Answer to a Logical Question.

G&NIHeasTems 156 (Hemevor: GMlehd); umguieu:
LIT6DOTLQUI60TET 60T VB (BIT18600T600TEDTIIT

unrriueoTLo&@eor! LMTLILeoTLDEGeot!

6)60 UGBS T HEVLIASEDI6N (5 Fy

G66)_n(HD P §5G1 P&WETC UG SyU

LIIR6u®_600TLRUILIMTLILIEOTLDS B60T!

e wenssniarieart)snsue_snend (9)

O 36810680 76GDU6TT 6T

LDBHEILDS_60orGLM? LowIGeon@gIGeu?

Kuruntokai 156 (Tinai: Kurifci); Poet:
Pantiyan enati Netunkannanar
(Translation by: Ms. Vaidehi Herbert)

O Brahmin!O Brahmin!

You with your ritual food, O Brahmin!

hanging pots on staff made from

a murukkam tree with red flowers after its
lovely bark is peeled!

Is there any remedy

in the unwritten words from your Vedas

to unite separated lovers?Is this all a mere
delusion?

Doubting, questioning and ridiculing the so-
called infallibility of the Aryan Vedas &Rituals,

can be seen throughout Sanga Tamil and the
later epics. Even when the society had slowly
changed and yielded to Brahminism via royal
patronage, some sections of the society still had
not accepted the Aryan customs. In the later
epic Cilapatikaram, the Heroine Kannagi does
the same and openly denounces Aryan myth.

Kannagi is often considered in today’s
progressive groups, as a meek woman, submissive
to her husband and not a good example for
feminism. But unfortunately, that’s not the case.
Yes, the fabricated stories of Kannagi that are
currently prevalent in the society are spun over
conservative backwardness. But, if you read the
epic directly from the lines of the author —iLango
Adigal, you can see the boldness of Kannagi
and her ability to challenge the Aryan myth.

Times have changed in Tamilnadu during the
days of Cilapatikaram and the Society has even
started embracing arranged marriages, instead
of the usual love marriages of the Sangam Age.
The marriage of Kannagi & Kovalan was itself
an arranged one and officiated by a Brahmin.
The parents of the bride &bridegroom even
though not belonging to Vedic religion, but
to the religions of Aseevakam & Buddhism
respectively, chose to nominate a Brahmin
priest for the marriage. Because, as upper-
class merchants of the day, they were close to
the King, and didn't want to offend him and
his patronage toVedic Religion. But after the
marriage ceremonies, Kannagi lives on her own,
in Tamil culture instead of the Aryan culture. She
was hot submissive to her husband, but just had
an impeccable love towards him.

Kovalan, her husband picks upa companionship
with another girl, a dancing damsel named Madhavi
- who was a courtesan (il-parathai) but not a
prostitute (nayappu parathai). Male chauvinism has
existed for centuries, across all cultures and Tamil
culture was not an exception. But still, the Sanga
Tamil Culture did not put a taboo on Womanhood.
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It had the guts to choose a ‘parathai’ and her
girl-child born outside the institution of marriage
- as the Heroines of the Story. Unfortunately,
this humanistic open mindedness was killed by
Organized Religion, which later produced epics
objectifying womanhood and carrying a false
propaganda, that the chastity of women lied
in their bodies. The later religious epic Kamba
Ramayanam (unlike Cilapatikaram & Manimékalai)
carried a false narration that womenmust be so
chaste in their bodies, that even when enemies
lifted off the women of so-called noble birth, they
dugand lifted the ground without touching their
bodies. Such was the religious taboo imposed on
woman’s body.

Kannagi, now living alone without her
husband, was counselled by a Brahmin woman
called Thevanthi. Quoting the Aryan Rituals, this
Brahmin lady asked Kannagi to offer worship &
sacrifice at the Surya Kundam (Sun Well) & Soma
Kundam (Moon well), which would auspiciously

&GS UJD6UEHIV, S60T6U DG6EHM6TY

Canoger OGP WG ® SeMpdLs

snwGsuemnGanC_C vb)gnwgn,aamesb)gn(

G0 R6TY MUAD_USS HGEDSWEUNTT

26 gos1aT D)6 Qv P&

2J610 Qe PN6R, T (D6 616 @ HbFI6tTear G

(Pevoudsngd - anis&snmermcd
SRTNEE PO2_655 5580605 99-64)

My Husband,let him return out of Love,
but not out of Ritual — this was Kannagi’s
stand. All these Aryan Rituals were new
to the Tamil land, and Kannagi refused to
fall a prey to the Aryan Myth. At least now,
let’s reevaluate our stands on Kannagi and
her perceived slavery & submission to her
husband. All those stories are hearsay and
folklore -which don’t find a place in the
direct epic. Kannagi didn’t even want her
husband back via an Aryan Ritual. That
was her mental conviction!

Bdéki [ bP'aa;pa;n Arya \Irléidlia"

Book | Paarpaan |Arya |Veda
Juoiksapplydr: == 5 ~ Sangam Maruviya Tamil - 18 Lower Compendium
Sanga Tamil - Eight Anthologies 5
natRiNai T s
kuRunthogai 3 1 naan maNi kadigai 1k 1
AinguRu nooRu 2 innaa naaRpathu 2
pathitRu Paththu 1 1 iniyavai naaRpathu
pari paadal 4 4 kalLa vazhi naaRpathu
kali thogai 3 kaar naaRpathu
aga naanooRu 2 5 ain thiNai aimpathu
PuRa naanooRu 5 3 thiNai mozhi aimpathu

Sanga Tamil - Ten Idylls

ain thiNai ezhupathu

thiru murugu aatRupadai

thiNai maalai nootRu aimpathu

porunar aatRupadai

thirukkuRaL 1
chiRu paaN aatRupadai. thif leadugsm 2 1
perurr.'l HRAN WRtROpATAI aachaara kOvai 6
mullai paattu 1 .
kuRinji paattu pazhamozhi naanooRu 2
e S > chiRu pancha moolam &
pattina paalai mudhu mozhi kaanchi
nedu nal vaadai Elaadhi il
malai padu kadaam kai nilai
Total 28 8 10 Total 18 0 2
Grand Total 46 Grand Total 20

bring her husband back to her. But know what?
Kannagi refused to do that Aryan Ritual!
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So, one can see the ridicule of Aryan Rituals
throughout the Sanga Tamil landscape. The
words ‘Aryan’ & ‘Brahmin’ (paarpaan) occur
in many places in Sanga Tamil, but mostly in
condemnation context.

o wieum (Ssmnaur ) 396)

P gevet P w (U M moug g ; mmnPesser 170)
o PwoBuy. (Feuoudangd 27-186)

Ulg 0U2_ai( UnAUUaTwsGear (& m56)gnems 156)
unfoueT S M0seT (20 o o7 ay 202)
unrounfgWseNiu.ey (Ufuncey 24)

GevsnnounfouneTEINN gD HWEES

(D850@m o 24)

® unAvunaTOw 6l el
550565 95560 msaTOYEN (65N D) S37)

® wguniduner - &FPEBEEUGOSGO Sb Iy
(86946)8n695 69)

® GederGunsanywc wdruniounst

(86956)5n608 6)

We even get to know some strange habits
of the Aryan Brahmins from Sanga Tamil.
Paripatal-24 says: Brahmins sometimes
avoid bathing and brushing their teeth.
(unrouNfARWHENIUL &) SGGaTABGMTWIRSD, m);
swrtunwusmnisy m). It is because: the river
sometimes flows with flowers and honeybees
in them, which the Brahmins consider impure.
Sometimes when women bathe in the river,
their perfume and powder also flow in the
waters, which the Brahmins consider impure
and walk away without bathing. We already
saw from Kalitokai-65 that Aryan Brahmins
never entered the chEri neighborhoods of
common people thinking it is too lowly for the
brahmin caste - a sheer discrimination.

As already said in this essay, especially in
the section: Anti-Brahminism in Sanga Tamil,
there are few other areas in Sangam Classical
Literature, where the Aryan Brahmins are
extolled by the Kings and Nobility. I also wish to
highlight them here, for the cause of unbiased
objectivity.

® UNAUUNGSG SsUey G sty 0P wemeuGw
G SEEETL))
®  gHYUNROUNTGSGAIOSR W (YDHNem S0

There is also a subsectioncalled the Brahmin
Victory (unicuereunena) with just 2 poems in the
whole of Sanga Tamil. This deals on how Vedic
Religion and Aryan Brahmins used their royal
patronage and their new-found political power,
to vanquish other Religions like Aseevakam,
Jainism & Buddhism. It looks like more of an
inadvertent Confession Statement rather than
a Victory Statement. Here is one.

Book

| Paarpaan ‘Arya | Veda

Five Major Epics

chilapathigaaram 9 17

maNimEgalai 5 1

cheevaga chinthamaNi 5

valaiyaapathi

kuNdalakEsi

Five Minor Epics

udhayaNa kumaara kaaviyam 1

naaga kumaara kaaviyam

yasOdhara kaaviyam

chooLamaNi

neelakEsi

Total 19| 22

14

Grand Total 55

(Exhibit 11: Concordance of Brahminism
in Tamil Epics)

There was an influential Brahmin in the Chola
country named Vinnantaayan of the Kauniya
(Kaundinya) Gotram. He conducted a huge fire
sacrifice, where expensive ghee flowed like
water. His lineage is praised by Moolankizhar
as: Masters in 4 Vedas & 6 Vedangas & 21
Fire Rituals and a powerful Brahmin clan who
defeated the so-called false religions ofJainism&
Buddhism. We already saw that these religions
were branded Nastika (atheist), since they didn't
submit to the Brahmin Vedic Authority.
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LmBIenTm 166 (Semeror: 6UMens, HI6MM: LIMTLILIEITEUTENE)
umguieN: Sheymepeomdpnm, umLiuur@GLmeor:
GamevormL BLILMITLILITEOT618 66001 LLI60T6X600T600T S MULIEOT

6T YT 5517 BT 61T,
A DTTAGEROYP S BT6V

B &6085600TGLMITLEBEDSFTILILDITIT

GILDILIGIGOTEOTEILIMLIS_6TOTI TSI
cLpGauLpglemmLILDLPL LReoTMIGLITESIL

mi6T 68T QO Cr Gy
BBT6OTOBILIGULPIRIEBILILD,
616wt BT OUU@euC_(Hd

Purananiaru 166 (Tinai: Vakai, Turai:
Parpana Vakai)

Poet: Avar Mulankilar onParpan Kauniyan
Vinnantayan

(Translation by: Ms. Vaidehi Herbert)

You who is an heir of learned men who
performed

the twenty-one rituals without fault, who
understood

those who disrespected and spoke truth-like
lies,

defeating those who would contend with
the ancient

work of four divisions and six sections,
focused on

without omitting the fourteen ritual sites,
you pour out

more ghee than water, sacrifice more times
than thereare numbers.

The only other Paarpana Vaagai song also
records the power & influence that Aryan
Brahmins wielded in the Royal court, that even
a frail looking Brahmin can command the King
to abandon a war. The great commentator Avvai
Duraisamy says: uniduerreunesswney gy: Gaemafwnm
Pwobluwnener, Caanadwn arad mer GG & er o
(ymuBluneenblsusmunonssud:18). The King whose
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royal authority cannot be questioned, can be
terrified in the name of Vedic Sacrifice.

As we saw earlier, Tamil Kings like Peru
Valuti & Peru Narkilli even went to the extent of
sporting a title in their names, indicating their
submission to Vedic Authority (pal yaka salai
mutu kutumi peru valuti & rasasiiya yakam
vétta peru narkilli). It was falsely preached, that
the warfare of the Kings would bring bad karma
and their ancestorshad gone to hell and hung
head-down in the river of fire (Vaitarani). They
werepangingfor water oblations, that only Vedic
Pundits can offer and cool down their souls. Such
terrifying Sentiments, Sacrificesand Astrology
made the Kings submit to Godly Authority of
Brahminism. Once Governmental Power was
gained, the Brahmin Nobility could push through
any Law and Legislation that institutionalized
and cemented the Vedic Philosophies of
discrimination - like Caste System, Varna
System, Graded Inequality & the Codes of Manu.

These Aryan references in Sanga Tamil have
to be read withthe context, and not just harping
on the occurrence of a few words. The context
is: Sanga Tamil stands as a social mirror,
recording - both the advent & rejection -
of Vedic Religion, Aryan Brahminism &
Casteism in ancient Tamil Society.

Also, the Benediction Poems (KadavulL
Vaazththu) in Sanga Tamil are latter-day
additions during compilation of the texts
and they don’t count towards the factual
reading of the sangam society as such.
Nowhere in Sanga Tamil will Vedic/Puranic
Gods like Rama be picturized as the God of
Tamils, but only a passing reference made
in the context of a simile or a new religious
story that is gaining propaganda in the
social sphere. Rama or any other God of
Brahminism, is never accorded the worship
status of kottam, kuttu and music in Sanga
Tamil. For that, we need to wait for a few



more centuries - when Bhakthi literature
dawned and replaced the Sangam Literature
in the Tamil landscape.

Inference and Conclusion:

As we conclude, let us compare and contrast
the landscape of Sanga Tamil with the Dravidian
Movement, even though they are some 3000+
years apart. The Tamil Society hastried to carry
forward its Core Culture & Civilization, however
much injected by Religion & Caste.

The Dravidian philosophies of today,were
also the Sanga Tamil philosophies of yesterday,
namely:

e Social Justice

e Self-Respect

e Equality

e Education

e Anti-Brahminism

e Anti-Sanskritization (Anti-Hindi)

e Apatheism
e Rationalism
e Feminism

e Philanthropy

Let us benchmark our current day
thoughts, with core thoughts from the Tamil
classical age. After all, human journey is a
continuous evolution of the human faculties
- be it sangam age or scientific age. In this
long journey, we shed off our weaknesses
and build upon our strengths, towards the
cause of the society - Society of Social
Justice. The Dravidian Canvas in Sanga
Tamil will be an inspiration to continue the
Dravidian Journey.

Bibliography:
1. Kamil Zvelebil, Companion Studies to

the History of Tamil Literature - EJ Brill,
Leiden, 1992

10.

11.

12.

13.

X. Thaninayagam, A study of Nature in
Classical Tamil Poetry - International
Institute of Tamil Studies, 1997

ThEvanEya PaavaaNar, Tamizh varalaaRu
& Tamizhar madham- Poompuhar
Pathippagam, 2017

George L. Hart, Poets of the Tamil
Anthologies: Ancient Poems of Love and
War - Princeton U. Press, 2015

Vaidehi Herbert, Natrinai Kalithogai
Purananuru: Translation in English with
Meanings - Digital Maxim, 2013

Thomas Lehmann&Thomas Malten,
A word index for Cankam literature -
Institute of Asian Studies, 2007

G.W.B. Huntingford, Periplus of the
Erythraean Sea- The Hakluyt Society
London, 1980

C. W. Thamotharam (Pillai), Kalitokai -
Paari Nilayam, 1887

U. Ve. Swaminatha (Iyer), Purananru -
Madras Law Journal Press, 1935

Awvai Duraisamy, Purananiiru - The South
India Saiva Siddhanta Works Publishing
Society Tinnevely Ltd., 1960

M. Raasamanickanaar, Tamizh Mozhi
ilakkiya varalaaRu - Paari Nilayam,
1963

Ambedkar B. R, Castes in India: Their
Mechanism, Genesis, and Development
- Columbia University, 1916

Geetha V & Rajadurai SV, Towards a Non-

Brahmin Millennium: From Iyothee Thass
to Periyar -2001

49



14.AL Basham, History and Doctrines

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

50

of the Ajivikas - a Vanished Indian
Religion - Motilal Banarsidass,
1981

Tho. Paramasivan, Politics of Religions
(Samayangalin Arasiyal) - Vikatan
Pirasuram, 2012

Robert L. Hardgrave, The Justice Party
and Tamil Renaissance -Justice Party
Golden Jubilee Souvenir, 1968

Nambi Arooran K, Tamil Renaissance
& Dravidian Movement - University of
Michigan, 1980

M.S.S. Pandian, Notes on Transformation
of Dravidian Ideology - Social Scientist,
1994

A.R. Venkatachalapathy, Dravidian
Movement and Saivites - Economic and
Political Weekly, 1995

Ganganatha Jha, Manusmriti with the
Commentary of Medhatithi - Motilal
Banarsidass Publishers, 1920

Adi Sankaracharya/Vasudeo Mahadeo
Apte, Brahma Sutra Bhashya - Popular
Book Depot, 1960

About the Author:

Dr. Kannabiran Ravishankar (or KRS) is a
Researcher and Adjunct Professor at the Paris
University. Prior to moving to Europe, he was
an adjunct scholar at Columbia University, New
York. He received his doctorate in Comparative
Literature at UC Berkeley. He focuses primarily in
Comparative Linguistics and his specializations are
Classical Tamil Literature, Literary & Grammatical
History, History of Humanism & Social Justice, and
Science in the Language Corpus. KRS is also a full
time Investment Banker by profession.

His publications include: Comparative
techniques of Drama in Shakespeare & Ilango,
Painting Patterns in ThirukkuRaL Concordance
and 15 other research papers, with his main
thesis being: 'Comparative Studies of Master
Poets: Ilango & Kamban' from a Social Justice
standpoint. In addition to Tamil, he is well versed
in Sanskrit & Indo-European languages and
adept in handling both Devotional & Rational
Literature. He has also majored in the Sama
Véda/ Chandogya Upanishad.

KRS has translated into Tamil, NASA's Learning
Card Project of the James Webb Space Telescope.
He has authored the books: ‘aRiyapadaatha
ThamizhMozhi’ (The Unknown Tamil Language),
‘What is Tamil?,, ‘Tamil or Sanskrit?" and *Humanism
& Dravidian Movement — A Success Story". ¢



QUEST TO BREAKING THE CASTE BARRIERS
IN INDIA AND ACROSS THE WORLD

Dr. Madhvi Potluri,

South Asian Humanist Association (SAHA),

Vancouver, Canada

Abstract: In the 200,000 years of human
evolution, most of the growth has taken place
only in the last 10,000 years.In theory, all women
of today have the same genetic material from
one woman — the Mitochondrial Eve, and that
should have served as a unifying factor in all
humans. But, in India we have divided ourselves
in the name of caste and religion.

The Hindu codebook ‘Manusmriti’ is the
reason for such division. This caste-based
segregation of people continues even today,
and is a barbaric practice with untouchability still
being a part of it. There is still Dalit discrimination
in educational institutions in India and other
countries like the USA, where there is a significant
migration of Indians. No civilized society should
be practicing the caste system.

SAHA intends to conduct extensive mtDNA
testing of females of our society from different
walks of life, belonging to different castes,
socio-economic backgrounds and trace their
mitochondrial DNA, as far back as possible,
to prove that we all share the same genetic
material and are the children of the same
mother. Caste system is a fake system and to

end the discrimination that it advocates, we will
use Genetics &Science in the modern age, to
educate our fellow citizens, in the paths as that
of Dr. Ambedkar and Periyar.

It is imperative for me to go back to Earth's
origin and present some basic evolutionary
biology before I start the topic of the caste
system. You will understand why as you go
forward into the article. While Earth is understood
to be 4.543 billion years old, Life started 3.5
billion years ago. From a self-replicating single-
celled organism, modern humans have evolved
to where we are today, and we continue to do so.

Life on Earth

Human evolution is a long process by which
human beings developed on Earth from now-
extinct primates. In the words of Russell H.
Tuttle, Professor of Anthropology, Evolutionary
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Biology, History of Science and Medicine at the
University of Chicago, "the exact nature of our
evolutionary relationships has been the subject
of debate and investigation since the great
British naturalist Charles Darwin published his
monumental books On the Origin of Species
(1859) and The Descent of Man (1871)".

Contrary to popular belief, Darwin never
claimed that "man descended from the apes."
You would come across many people who
question the theory of evolution based on this
misrepresentation of Darwin's words. Today's
scientists unanimously agree that both humans
and apes had a common ancestor that existed
millions of years ago. (This is in theory, and we
have not been able to identify that primate yet).

Dr. Tuttle further opines that "The human
"family tree" may be better described as a
"family bush," within which it is impossible to
connect a full chronological series of species,
leading to Homo sapiens, that experts can
agree upon). The illustration below explains one
possible line of evolution of humans agreed upon
by today’s scientists.

The human lineage

Homo erecius ; _
Australopithecus L4
afarensis b

© Encyciopmdia Bitannica, Inc,

Evolution of Modern Humans

This is one of the most debated issues in
evolutionary biology. It is the most debated
among the religious and the nonreligious. It is
also one of the most studied and sought-after
subjects for anthropologists and evolutionary
biologists, and (many) other fields of research.
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Scientists worldwide are continuing to
study this topic, and while we anticipate the
possibility of future research changing our
current understanding of the origin of human
evolution and migration, considering the various
proposed theories, I take the liberty of using
the most supported model by the majority of
scientists till date. As new research emerges, as
any responsible scientist would do, I will be open
to amending this article in the future.

(I have used several sources as the basis for
my article, and you will find the bibliography at
the end).

Where did we come from?

While modern humans' exact origin is long
debated, I choose to base my arguments on
the 'Out of Africa' theory. I am not in support
of the 'multi-regional' model proposed by some
researchers as the current genomic evidence
contradicts it. Please note that there is evidence
of 1-3% of 'admixture' (mixing of genomes),
which suggests humans' interbreeding in Asia
and Europe. This was concluded from the studies
conducted on the extinct hominids, Neanderthals
and Denisovans.

The 'Out of Africa' is still the most widely
accepted model and a testament to Charles
Darwin's astuteness in coming up with the idea
that human-life started in Africa. It remains
the leading theory to date. David Begun, an
anthropologist at the University of Toronto and
Elmar Heizmann of the Natural history Museum
of Stuttgart, suggested that the human-life
may have started in Eurasia based on their re-
examination of a 7 -9million old fossil found in
Greece.

Even if their Eurasia theory gains popularity
in the future, the foundation of my argument
on the topic I choose to present in this article
today should not change, i.e. All humans have



originated from one source; hence we are
the offspring of the same mother with mild
genetic variations that happened over time
due to several environmental and genetic
factors.

Mitochondrial Eve

In the year 1987, Cann, Stoneking, and Wilson
published the results of their worldwide study
(most extensive to date) in Nature magazine.
Its main point was that "all mitochondrial DNAs
stem from one woman" and that she probably
lived around 200,000 years ago in Africa.
Mitochondrial DNA is only passed down the
maternal line and can be traced back to one
woman.

It doesn't imply that she was the only modern
woman alive at that time; rather, it indicates that
only her descendants survive to the present day.

Mitochondrial Eve
[\

Her daughters
v

Their daughters
v

All 21st-century women

As per this theory, all women today share the
same genetic material, that of this Mitochondrial
Eve (not to be confused with biblical eve). This
extraordinary theory is the basis for SAHA's
DNA project.

We only need knowledge of basic biology
to understand this. The human cell has many
components, two of which are the Nucleus and
Mitochondria. Deoxyribonucleic acid, commonly
known as DNA, is responsible for carrying the
genetic instructions in human beings (and all
living things) and, it is present in both these
components of the cell. While the nucleus'
DNA is known as Nuclear DNA (nDNA), the

one present in the mitochondria is known as
mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA). This illustration
provides a simple explanation.

I hope this picture has helped you understand
how in theory, all women of today have the same
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Nuclear DNA is inherited from all ancestors (left panel); Mitochondrial DNA is inherited
from a single lineage, maternal (center panel); mitochondria are passed from mother
to child only, whereas the genes in the nuclei of your cells come from both parents
(right panel). From the University of California Museum of Paleontology's Understanding
Evolution (http/ievolution.berkeley.edu).

IEIRINY

YY)

LY

genetic material and why we see it as a unifying
factor in all humans irrespective of where they
are born and how they look?

As per the current understanding, humans
originated in East Africa about 100,000 —

Early Human Migration

200,000 years ago and migrated to several parts
of the world. The then Africans reached the area
we now call India, approximately 60,000 years
ago. The migrations happened in several batches
at different periods, explaining the genetic
variation among us due to mutations caused
by several environmental and genetic factors
(mistakes when DNA is copied). Despite all the
differences, we have retained some common
genetic material, which is the basis for this article
and SAHA's DNA project.

In the 200,000 or more of human history,
most of the growth and development we see
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today has taken place only in the last 10,000
yrs. We have gained an unbelievable amount of
knowledge quickly, and while we did that, we
have also divided ourselves in the name of race
and religion. 'Manusmriti' is the reason for such
division in an ancient religion we now refer to
as Hinduism.

Varna/Jati/Caste Systems in India have
been introduced only 2000 - 5000 Years Ago.

Brahma and the origing of caste

Brahming
miests & i2achars

o Kshatriyas
warers & ralers

Vaishyas
farmers, kpders &
merchants

Dalits (putcasips)
Girinal Sraipers,
la¥rine cleaners

BEEE

One of the theories widely in circulation is
that the Hindu god of creation, Brahma, created
people from different parts of his body. Outside
of this Hindu caste system were the 'achhoots'
or the 'untouchables' now referred to as Dalits.
Itis shocking to know that there are 2000 castes
and 25000 sub-castes today and castiesm is
prevalent among all of them.

While many Hindus would argue with you that
the caste system was the doing of the British,
a brief look into the works of Dr. BR Ambedkar
and the likes, we can easily understand that we
had had this in practice for centuries before the
British arrived in India. Caste dictated where
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people lived, whom they married and what they
could do. To this day, only a particular caste of
people are employed to do manual scavenging.
To this day, young men and women are killed by
their families for marrying outside their caste.
To this day, many people will not accept food or
water from a Dalit. Dalits are not allowed in most
temples, and even the president of India was
not spared from this humiliating practice. There
is Dalit discrimination in educational institutions

Feet
Servants, 'l 'Iﬂ "d"dﬂ-l‘l'fd-l.
Khastr rahming

The Dalit
Untouchables
da all the lower-order work
subrordinate Lo ol

in India and countries like the USA, where there
is a significant migration of Indians. If we look in
the newspapers, we will find news of lynching,
rape, and murder of Dalits on a daily basis, and
it is growing. As per the latest statistics, 10 Dalit
women are raped everyday in India and these
are only reported cases.This practice has gone
on forever, but most are coming to understand
the gravity of the situation because of social
media. At the same time, some of us continue
to deny caste-based oppression exists today.

While Dalit oppression is one aspect, the
other is the constant fight of the so-called
'middle-upper' castes for supremacy. These



former 'Shudras' who, with time were able
to climb up the social ladder mainly by land
possession, have eventually turned oppressors
occupying most of the political scene. There
are divisions and competition among these
castes, with people of each caste trying to
prove their uniqueness. There are people
claiming that their blood cells have a particular
discipline because of their caste or that
their birth is blessed by the gods. One caste
organization leader went on to say that God
must be born in his caste. I came across one
person who boasted that Periyar was from his
caste. You will come across many ridiculous
claims if you pay attention to what is going
on in our current society. Some states have
it worse than the others, and this practice
has expanded to include Christian, Muslim,
Sikh, Jain, and other religious communities.
In the broad picture of all of us originating
and migrating from Africa, it is illogical to let
this caste practice continue. Progress is not
only in the field of science, medicine, and
technology; if, as a society, we do not become
progressive in our thinking, we will forever
remain a backward country and community.

Is the system legal?

No, it is not. "Independent India's
constitution banned discrimination based on
caste, and, in an attempt to correct historical
injustices and provide a level playing field to
the traditionally disadvantaged, the authorities
announced quotas in government jobs and
educational institutions for scheduled castes
and tribes, the lowest in the caste hierarchy,
in 1950".(BBC).

Dr. BR Ambedkar, born a Dalit who authored
the Indian constitution, was instrumental in
implementing the system of reservations for the
oppresses classes. He has worked tirelessly for
the annihilation of caste, which did not happen
in his lifetime.

Manusmriti is widely regarded to be the
most important and authoritative book on Hindu
law and dating back to at least 1,000 years
before Christ, "acknowledges and justifies the
caste system as the basis of order and regularity
of society." I would not be crossing the line to
suggest that specific religious communities are
trying to bring it back to its old glory while the
fight for the caste system (current modified
version) continues.

This caste-based segregation of people today,
in its current form, is a barbaric and abhorrent
practice with untouchability still being a part of it.
No civilized society should be practicing it. It may
be unthinkable to some people who have never
faced oppression, but it is the reality of millions
of oppressed Indians living in India and around
the world. It has spread to every country where
Indians migrated to and is currently one of the
most rapidly progressing social stratification forms.

There are several theories on how these
Jathi, Varna or Caste systems have evolved.
There is no way to know that without extensive
anthropological and genetic studies.

This author does not care about who started,
when, or why they began this social stratification
system but only about what it is doing to society
today. The deep concern is about what it is
doing to people, how it divides them, and how
it oppresses some.

While many choose to be in denial of the
oppression of the Dalits, most of us born in India are
aware of the atrocities against Dalits and Adivasis
(tribal people). (Instead of acknowledging and
doing their bit to help the historically oppressed,
quite a few are fighting to end reservations that
were introduced only 70 years ago. I urge the
readers to think about the rationality behind that
argument. Two thousand years of oppression
and 70 years of marginal help in the form of
reservation. There should be no contest. Well, that
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is a topic for another article. Please find the images
that show the current statistics of Dalit atrocities
at the bottom of this article.

What I propose through this article and what
our organization intends to do is to conduct
extensive mtDNA testing of females of our
society from different walks of life, belonging
to different castes, socio-economic backgrounds
and trace their mitochondrial DNA as far back
as possible to prove that we all share the same
genetic material. We want to announce to people
on a public platform that we are the children of
the same mother.

Is it wishful thinking? Is it going to be too
hard to achieve? Will there be resistance from
specific caste communities? Yes, most likely,
all of these questions have the same answer,
YES. We have brilliant scientists in genetics
who have previously done some similar work;
the difference is that we have better technology
available to us today. We will need financial
resources to pay to the institutes to conduct the
testing. We will need many volunteers to enroll.
Even if we succeed in achieving this difficult
task, will it bring any change in people? If it
does, will it be a lasting one? Those are valid
questions, and we won't know the answers until
we get there.

One might wonder what makes us even think
of attempting this near-impossible task knowing
that greats like. Dr. Ambedkar and Periyar
could not achieve the annihilation of caste in
their lifetime? Our audacity comes from our
confidence in science, the genetic advancement
we have acquired, which was not available to
those great activists.

We also hope that the word would reach
all science enthusiasts who will directly or
indirectly support this venture. I want to
acknowledge Dr. Ajay Potluri, who proposed
this idea to me while venting my frustration
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over the caste system. My colleagues and I at
SAHA took over his core idea to become our
adventurous project. We await the chance for
implementation soon.
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BRITISH AND EUROPEAN SANKRITIST
SCHOLARS AND THE FOUNDATIONS OF
INDIAN CULTURE AND SOCIETY

Prof. Dr. P.Jagadeesan

Abstract: During the period of British rule
in India and especially under the Governorship
of Warren Hastings, a new trend emerged
among linguistic scholars of England, to study
the Oriental languages and their ethnology.
These new Orientalist scholars like Sir
William Jones, H.H. Wilson, Max Mueller and
others used their studies of Sanskrit works to
romanticize about the Indian past by glorifying
the Aryan civilization as an extension of the
Indo-European.

However, such theories that Sanskrit language
was superior, soon became unacceptable to
other scholars like Raja Ram Mohan Roy and
Sir Henry Maine - both Indian and Western.
They were of the view that the efforts spent on
Sanskrit studies is of no benefit to the common
people, as only Brahmin students were entitled
to and educated in it.

Yet, such studies flourished under the
British rule only because of their objective
to foster a master idea of the dark-skinned
savage Indian vs. the fair-skinned civilized
European. Even after the discovery of
the pre-Vedic, non-Aryan, Indus Valley
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Civilization in the 1920s, the Aryan racial
theory continued as an extension of Indo-
European civilization. Latter-day scholars
like Leon Poliakov have questioned such
appropriations and have dwelt on the
independent achievements of pre-Aryan
India and of post-Aryan, Dravidian India.

Warren Hastings became Governor of Bengal
in early 1772. As second in council at Madras, he
had shown skill, courage, and integrity and such
good conduct earned him promotion to Bengal.

Though the consolidation of the company’s
rule in Bengal looked as his apparent task,
buta far greater one “was the preservation of
British possessions from deadly danger without
and bitter schism within. Hence, he found the
Company a commercial corporation turned
revenue farmer, he left it one of the great powers
of Indian sub-continent.”

Hastings was guided by the instructions
given by the Board of Directors which
specifically included that, "We now arm
you with full powers to make complete

”q

reformation”.



Warren Hastings’s governorship was also
significant for other features than those
of politics and war. The atmosphere of the
Mughal cultural traditions under which he lived
for long had kindled oriental interest in him
and made him acquire oriental knowledge and
he learned Persian, the diplomatic language
and Bengali, the local language along with a
working knowledge of Urdu and with some
Arabic.

Hence, in that line of interest, ‘he
encouraged Sanskrit studies and patronized
William Wilkins in his attempt to translate
Bagavat-Gita and encouraged Halhed in his
compilation of Hindu law based on a Persian
translation from the Sanskrit compiled by
ten pundits.?

During this period a new awareness and
interest emerged among some linguistic
scholars of England on the study of Oriental
languages and their wisdom. This attitude
had already developed in them with regard
to Persia and other middle-easterncountries
with whom the contacts of the western nations
were already in existence for centuries of
time. These western scholars were called
themselves as Orientalists.

These Orientalists also had some knowledge
about the cultures and wisdom of the Aryan
Indian Society through Persian translations of
a few Sanskrit works belong to scholars of the
Muslim rule of India.

The establishment of the empire in India in
the 18" century and the initiatives taken by the
government towards a transition of governance of
reformation had also thrown open India, one of the
oldest land of the human race with all its intellectual
and cultural antiquities to the Orientalists.

This new development provided a direct
access to the Aryan culture for which they

qualified themselves in Sanskrit and they classify
themselves as the New Orientalists.

Sir William Jones, a learned linguist, already
a Persian and Arabic Scholar came to join as a
judge of the Supreme Court at Calcutta.

Warren Hastings encouraged his interest in
Sanskrit and supported the foundation of the
Asiatic Society of Bengal in 1784. On the refusal
of Warren Hastings to accept the office of the
President, Sir William Jones had accepted the
office of the President of the Asiatic Society. By
his patronage of Oriental learning particularly
of the Sanskrit works, Aryan wisdom and art and
by his continuance of the traditional methods of
administration, Hastings placed himself in the
line of the great Indian monarchs.

In his first discourse as president of the Asiatic
Society William Jones observed,” It gave me an
inexpressible pleasure to find myself in the midst
of so noble an amphitheatre which has ever been
esteemed the nurse of sciences, the inventress
of delightful and useful arts the scene of glorious
actions, fertile in the productions of human genius
abounding in natural wonders and infinitely
diversified in the forms of religion and government,
in the laws, manners, customs and languages, as
well as in the features and complexions of men™

Though a group of distinguished European
scholar- administrators have contributed for the
flourishing of this society, but the most famous
among them was Dr.John Wilson a scholar of
distinction in Sanskrit and Zend.

He explained the object of the Society’s
research as the physical aspects and produce
of the country, the monuments and records of
its history, the intellectual, moral and economic
condition of its tribes, its languages in respect
of origin, structure and style, its religions in
principle and practice and its civil and criminal
jurisprudence.*
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‘British Indomania was evolved not born.
To persuade this idea, it become necessary
to find out evidences and circumstances
on which the British enthusiasm for India
began in the 1760’s shortly after the battle
of Plassy and continuing till the early
decades of 19t Century. British Indomania
was above all a deliberately built-up
structure by the scholars of the Asiatic
Society of Bengal.

On the acquaintance of the British and
European Scholars with Sanskrit of the Indian
Aryan a new theory of language arose called the
Indo-European language family. This includes,
roughly, the Sanskrit and some languages in
North India the Sinhala by Sri Lanka, Persian
and the European languages.

According to Sir Henry Sumner Maine,
Europeans began to study Sanskrit in the
eighteenth century and the bases considered
for common nationality prior to this were quite
different.

In the beginning of the British Indian empire
the British wished to have some intimate
knowledge about the Indians,

By that they were aiming to know who are
the Indians, their place among the nations
of the world and how they are related to the
British. These enquiries that had belonged to
the realm of universal history which is based
on ethnology.

Hence, ‘a new Orientalism came into being
that was centered on India and, for few decades
the production of it was practically a monopoly
of the scholars of British-Indian Calcutta before
it was established in Europe.®

Consequently India, increasingly, became

a source for British ethnological discourse and
Britain became the centre for its debates.
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The new ethnology was guided by the
groupings of languages. Hence, it was race
that appeared, increasingly, to be the object
of the ethnology of Indo-Europeans: “For the
new theory of language has unquestionably
produced a new theory of Race” (Maine
1875:9) The people who were the first
speakers of languages of the Indo-European
language family had long since come to be
called, by a name taken from Sanskrit Arya
(arya) or Aryan™®

‘This Indo-European or Aryan Concept with
certain formal properties of its own have been
more or less stable from its inception in the
eighteenth century’.

Hence “the invention of the modern concept
of the Aryan” dates back to the nineteenth
century and is part of what Nancy Stepan refers
to as “Race in Science ", which was so central to
European perceptions of the human population
and of the cultures of others. References to the
arya in the Iranian Avesta and the Indian Vedas
surfaced through comparative philology and
provided a ready label.

Trautmann argues that British Sanskritists
supplied the theoretical structures which
dominated and directed the construction of
the ethnologies of India” Thus two types
of Orientalism need to be problematized
and investigated: the knowledge produced
by European scholars and the European
representation of the Orient.”

The new Orientalist scholars like Sir
William Jones, HenryColebrooke, H.H. Wilson
and others used their studies of Sanskrit
works and development of knowledge
about India (The Aryavartha) to romanticize
the Indian past by glorifying the Aryan
civilization along with their cultural wisdom
and social institutions with excitement and
admiration.



“The European perception of India was also
colored by the empathy of Max Muller for Vedic
Sanskrit, culture, but more importantly, by his
contribution to the creations of the notion of an
Aryan race as drawn from Sanskrit texts.

The Rig Veda was always utilized and
elaborately depended on by these scholars
to find support for their theory of the racial
interpretation of Indian civilization.

“The origins of Indian history were said to
lie in the conquest of the dasas by the aryas,
who thus introduced their ‘superior’ language,
Sanskrit, and its accompanying culture and came
to dominate Indian history in their diffusion
across the subcontinent.®

But the days were not too far for this theory
that Sanskrit was the superior and richest
language becamenot acceptable to many
scholars of Indian and foreign.

A letter which Raja Rammohan Roy wrote
in December, 1823, and was forwarded to Lord
Amherst, the Governor-General through R.
Heber, Lord Bishop of Calcutta. It contains a
strong protest against the Government proposal
to establish a Sanskrit school under Hindu
Pandits. Rammohan exposes the uselessness
of such an institution in the following words:

“This seminary (similar in character to those
which existed in Europe before the time of Lord
Bacon) can only be expected to lead the minds
of the youth with grammatical niceties and
metaphysical distinctions of little or no practical
use to the possessors or to society. The pupils will
there acquire what was known two thousand years
ago with the addition of vain and empty subtleties
since then produced by speculative men.

He points out at length how the young
students of this seminary would merely waste
a dozen years of the most valuable period of

their lives by acquiring the niceties of Sanskrit
grammar, speculative philosophy of Vedanta,
obsolete interpretations of Vedic passage in
Mimamsa, and the subtleties of the Nyaya
Sastra.

If it had been intended to keep the British
nation in ignorance of real knowledge, the
Baconian philosophy would not have been
allowed to displace the system of the schoolmen
which was the best calculated to perpetuate
ignorance. In the same manner the Sanskrit
system of education would be the best calculated
to keep this country in darkness.

In this letter the Raja gave a very forceful
expression to the view which was held by a large
number of Indian and Europeans both before
and after him.

The amount spent on Sanskrit College or
School is of no benefit to the people in general,
for only Brahman students are admitted there.
Besides, institutions for teaching Sanskrit were
never wanting in this country, and Sanskrit
education would not have suffered much even if
Government had not extended its patronage to
it. It is further to be remembered that Sanskrit
learning only enable a man to prescribe Sastric
rules, and serves no other useful purpose.’®

But the Orientalists, specifically called the
Hindu Aryans were identified basically with
their exclusive use of the Sanskrit language
and its culture. Hence it was from India that the
language and their culture spread to the West
Asia subsequently to Europe.

Sir Henry Marine in his Rede lecture on
(1875) on” the effects of observation of
India upon European thought” he spoke on
the disinterestedness of the Britons (of late
nineteenth century) on Indian subjects while
at the sametime the European enthusiasm on
that of India became raged.
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The raging enthusiasm of European perhaps
might be the affirmative impact on the Max
Muller’ s definition of the Aryan theory and its
racial connection with the Europeans.

The modern concept of the Aryan was
invented in the Nineteenth Century. This was
derived from the “race in Science’ theory of
Nancy Stephan which was so central to European
perceptions of the human population and of the
cultures of others........... " Reference to the Arya
in the Iranian Zend-Avesta and the Vedas of the
north India derived from comparative philology
that provided the ready brand name.

According to Trautmann it is the British
Sanskrit scholars who provided the theoretical
structures which dominated and directed the
construction of the ethnologies of India.

The British and European encounter with
Indian sub continent takes on to a scene in which
orphans separated at a tender age are reunited
many years after- the story as family reunion.

The genus of love which the many species
include not only erotic love but also such forms
of human solidarity as familial love-including
the mechanical solidarity of brothers in a
segmentary lineage.

Accordingly, at the outset on the relation of
Britain and India the probe was made on the
basis of this Aryan story. To use the phrase of
Max Muller, *we are long lost kin, we are Aryan
brethren”.

In the British Orientalist point of view, the
Aryan theory of India has always been an
identity of kinship among the two nations.

The sustenance of the Aryan theory of
Orientalists and the consequent discussions
tend to find out the necessary ways to bound
the Indians with the British rule based on some
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form of love, whether of solidarity of "firm
attachment, loyalty of friendship".

In 1875, when Britain was at the height of
its power in India, Sir Henry Maine addressed
the question of the effects of India as object
of study upon European thought in the Rede
Lecture delivered at the University of Cambridge.

“For the new theory of language has
unquestionably produced a new theory of
Race.... There seems to me no doubt that
modern philology has suggested a grouping
of peoples quite unlike anything that had been
thought of before. If you examine the bases
proposed for common nationality before the
new knowledge growing out of the study of
Sanskrit had been popularized in Europe, you
will find them extremely unlike those which are
now advocated and even passionately advocated
in parts of the Continent..... That peoples
not necessarily understanding one another’s
tongue should be grouped together politically
on the ground of linguistic affinities assumed
to prove community of descent, is quite a new
idea.” (Sir Henry Sumner Maine, "The effects
of observation of India on modern European
thought™)

Victorian Britons who were in the process of
creating a “science of man” that concerned the
respective claims of language and physique.
By century’s end a deep and lasting consensus
was reached respecting India, which was
called the racial theory of Indian civilization:
that India‘s civilization was produced by the
clash and subsequent mixture of light-skinned
civilizing invaders (the Aryans) and dark-
skinned barbarian, aborigines (often identified
as Dravidians). The racial theory of Indian
civilization persists to this day. But it is the
crabgrass of Indian history.

The History Faculty Library, in the Old Indian
Institute Building at Oxford, there is a foundation



stone with Sanskrit verses inscribed in modern
Nagari script at the entryway.!

“This building, dedicated to Eastern sciences,
was founded for the use of Aryas (Indians and
Englishmen) by excellent and benevolent men
desirous of encouraging knowledge. The High
—minded Heir-Apparent, named Albert Edward,
Son of the Empress of India, himself performed
the act of inauguration. The ceremony of laying
the Memorial Stone took place on Wednesday, the
tenth lunar day of the dark half of the month of
Vaisakha in the Samvat year 1939 (=Wednesday,
May 2, 1883). By the favor of God may the
learning and literature of India be ever held in
honour; and may the mutual friendship of India
and England constantly increase!”

To note, the building is “for the use of Aryas”
(aryopayogini), and the Official translation
instructs us that this is to be taken in an
inclusive sense, to mean" both Indians and
Englishmen™ .12

Although the word Arya is a Sanskrit on the
construct in question is unmistakably European
and by no means native to Sanskrit. It comes
from the European study of Sanskrit in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries discovery
that Sanskrit was very similar to ancient Greek
and Latin and more distantly to the modern
languages of Europe led to the unexpected
groupings of languages and people to which Sir
Henry Maine alludes.

The passage quoted with its official
sanctioned translation “for the use of Aryas
(Indians and Englishmen) the word Arya is
here intentionally used on the basis of newly
developed ethnological theories as the Aryans
belong to the Indo-European race.

Secondly the last line of the aryavarta which
is anciently referred to North India but in this
with the meaning of India as a whole.

Hence, in the early Colonial period the
British and the European Scholars had
shown an enormous enthusiasm to magnify
everything that was Indian, because of its
aspects of novelty-mythical and mystical
apparently because they were carried away
by their racial and linguistic identities of Aryan
and Sanskrit.

In the early 19t century, the name for the
language family and its people were divided into
four main groups based on the Bible narrative
of Noah and his three sons, Shem, Ham, and
Japhet.

This notion and the problematic place
of India in it appears to have a very long
genealogy, extending back to Islamic writers
of an early period, for whom Indians were
a source of wisdom and science as well as
black descendents of Ham. For example, Said
ibm Ahmad Andalusi, in his eleventh century
ethnology (1065:11), says that the Indians
were the first nation to have cultivated the
science, and that although black, Allah ranked
them above many white and brown peoples.
The opposition of the negritude to science
doubtless has to do with the darkening face of
slavery in the international slave trade, both
European and Middle Eastern, as elucidated
in @ masterly article by William McKeeEvans
(1980) (" From the land of Canaan to the land
of Guinea; the strange odyssey of the ‘Sons
of Ham’.) 13

During, particularly after the mid of
nineteenth century, “In British eyes India
presented the spectacle of a dark-skinned
people who were evidently civilized and
as such it constituted the central problem
for Victorian anthropology, whose project
it was to achieve classifications of human
variety consistent with the master idea of the
opposition of the dark-skinned savage and the
fair-skinned civilized European”4
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To this project India was an enigma and
the intensity of the enigma deepened in the
course of the nineteenth century, bursting into
scholarly warfare over the competing claims of
language and complexion as the foundation of
ethnological classification.

“However the Aryans of the Vedas, just like
other Aryans outside India fought each other
as regularly as they battle with non-Aryans.
So, it is reasonable to conclude that some of
the people who spoke Aryan tongues called
themselves Aryans.'®

Aryan was to be taken as linguistic term with
no reference to ethnic unity.

For all that there actually were people in
antiquity who called themselves Aryan and were
called Aryans by others.

The notion of barbarous India to which
Aryan civilization descended has been largely
widespread, and the number of books which tell
us of southern Indian civilization is not as large
as one might wish.

Elliot Smith argues to give more importance
to maritime contact between Egypt and India
in estimating some what more highly the
importance of the possible backward conveyance
of culture elements from India westwards and
the independent achievements of pre-Aryan
India and of post-Aryan Dravidian India.®

“The word ‘Aryan’ is legitimate enough
provided the definite meaning is attached to it
as a name for the invaders from the northwest
who introduced the Sanskrit language into India.
It is illegitimate if used to imply the theory
popularized by Max Muller that an ancient
“Aryan” race of men, superior to the other
races, spread from the original “Aryan home”
somewhere in Europe or Asia over India, Persia
and Europe displacing the previous occupants
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all regarded an inferior mentally, physically and
culturally and bequeathing to their descendants
the various languages of the Indo-Germanic
family " .%”

Even after the discovery of the pre-vedic
Indus civilization in the 1920s, the centrality of
the Aryan racial theory continued. The people
of the Indus civilization were either regarded
as non-Aryans conquered by the Aryans or
else attempts were made and are being made
even vigorously today, to describe the Indus
civilization as Aryan.®8, But the paradox is that
again it is not by any professional historians, but
by the racialists of Aryan group.

For us, of the twentieth century, the
name Aryan has different, far more sinister
connotations, associated forever with the Nazi
atrocities of the recent past, it continues in the
present through racial hate groups who use it
to evoke the full force of the racist idea: mental
differences among races that are original and
unchangeable: the superiority of whites; the
preservation of the racial purity of whites by
separation from Jews, blacks, Asians, and
others. Through these associations the name
Aryan joins the memory of deeds that have
defined for us the farthest extreme of human
evil.

The discovery of Sanskrit's relation to the
languages of Europe and through it the creation
of historical linguistics, it is hardly surprising
therefore that the use of “Aryan,” so popular up
to World War II, is now poison for linguists and
has given way completely to Indo-European.®®

The Aryan concept is the central idea
of twentieth-century fascisms, and the
fact that it was developed by scholars
raises the question of the role scholars
have played in preparing the way for
these appropriations. Ethnological ideas
belong inescapably to the realm of moral



reasoning, and their misuses are properly
subject to moral evaluation. The need to
combat the appropriations of science by
Nazis, segregationists and hate groups has
led to the writing of a number of books
exploring ways in which linguists and
ethnologists have provided the materials
for such appropriations and in some cases
participated willingly in them.2°

“Leon Poliakov’s The Aryan Myth (1974)"
is very good treatment of the Aryan
concept and anti-semitism, written from
a depth-psychology viewpoint. Martin
Bernal’s ambitious “Black Athena (1987°;
(to comprise four volumes) touches this
issue, in that the author makes the case
that anti-semitism was the primary reason
European scholars of the nineteenth century
abandoned the idea of Egyptian origins
of Greek civilization in favor of the newly
discovered Indo-European connection.....
However, as we shall see, India and Egypt
were not opposed but intertwined in the
beginnings of the Indo-European idea, and
remained so until the non-Indo-European
character of the Coptic language of Egypt
became clear and the hieroglyphics were
deciphered. If anything, nineteenth-century
European and Euroamerican discussion of
Egypt, so far from driving a wedge between
the ancient Egyptians and the Greeks, tended
rather to make the Egyptians white, uniting
them with the Greeks and driving a wedge
between them and black Africans. This is
especially so in the “Types of mankind™ of
J.C Nott and George R. Gliddon (1854).%
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Similar to the word ‘Tamil’, the word ‘Dravidam’ is also a
very ancient ethnonym.

The stem ‘izh’ in Thamizh denotes both the language and
ethnicity. Likewise the stem ‘idam’ in Dravidam denotes the place
and a conjugate of ‘thirai’ (sea) and ‘idam (place) Both the stems
‘izh’ and ‘idam’ are related.Tdam’ denotes the place of that ‘izh’
ethnicity, and also generically the place thereof. The stem ‘izh’
in Eezham also denotes the same ethnicity of the people and
Eezham denotes their place of living.

The Dravidian Civilization has been rich in culture from ancient
times and was sea-faring too, that extended that culture. Whereas,
the nomadic and pastoral Aryan civilization was not rooted in
sea-faring. It sometimes even abhors the crossing of the seas. But
in the Indian subcontinent, the Dravidian ethnic group has an
immense history of sea-faring and that relates to the conjugate
‘Dravidam’.

(History Speaks—Arunothayam Publications, 1955, pp.130-132)

Panmozhi Pulavar Ka. APPADURAIYAR, IMA, LT,

Editor, English-Tamil Lexicography Project (1963-65),
University of IMadras.
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The word I have chosen is “Dravidian’ - from Dréavida, the adjectival
form of Dravida.

It thus appears that the word ‘Drdvida’ from which the term
*Dravidian* has been formed, as equivalent to Tamil, is better
fitted, notwithstanding for use as a generic term.

I have, therefore, no doubt of the propriety of adopting it.

(A comparative grammar of the Dravidian or South-Indian family of
languages - London, Triibner, 1875. pp. 4-7)

Rev.ROBERT CALDWELL, oo, LLD.

Honorary IMember of the Royal Asiatic Society,
Fellow of the University of I"adras.
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The key Dravidian philosophies - Social Justice, Equality,
Self-Respect, Casteless Collective, Tamil Pride, Theism &
Atheism, Feminism and Rational Inquiry - are all traced to their
roots in Sanga Tamil. The Story of Anti-Casteism in Kali Thogai!

- Prof. Dr. Kannabiran Ravishankar, Paris, France

Caste system is a fake system. We shall end the caste
discrimination using Genetics & Science. mtDNA testing - All
castes trace to the same Mitochondrial Eve!

- Dr. Madhvi Potluri, Vancouver, Canada

Sanskrit Education in British India opposed by Raja Ram Mohan
Roy and Sir Henry Maine. Yet, it flourished only because of the
British objective to foster an era of dark-skinned savage Indian
vs. the fair-skinned civilized European.

- Prof. Dr. P. Jagadeesan,
Former Vice-Chancellor, Bharathidasan University

sOPBIH e6tim GQaneveor_ &, We(psns BesdHusHled
dAeotiudlanmd; spssde sheng Guflunm! sBpET6H  eTerm
Quwfes QpHmsms!

- upm. Weneauit U.&TeflWSSI,

310wf&s Black Lives Matter & Slymel_Quissid gieni(.
- (Wem6TTEUIT GUIT.BIH(D

19-gib  mIODIEWEH, ureeTwRGCHET ewL.  emFal  senL,
Slfiggleub x ewseud 616t HHSEWemes selligg), o flub x
SrreflLb sTeTD HHSSNIEE 24576

- BupT. (Wemeueuit Bm.siWEaubHer, INU, Ligidleved)
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