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Annual Reminiscence from the

karitors

earning of fame surpasses” are the

golden verses from Puranandru - the
Sanga Tamil. Similarly, our Journal of Dravidian
Studies (JODS) — Dravida Pozhil, prepares itself
in this issue for the oncoming completion of
its first year.

144 Q year for thou passes, yet here, your

Our vanakkam & greetings of Social Justice
to readers and scholars worldwide.

Starting this September 2021, we have
commenced celebrating Periyar’s Birthday
as Social Justice Day too, as announced
by the Hon’ble Chief Minister, Government
of Tamil Nadu. Social Justice exists not
only in Sociology, but in Linguistics too. A
Language, first belongs to its People and
only then to the Scholars. If hegemony
is forced upon the people’s language
by other languages or other groups, a
day will dawn and break those chains
of hegemony. Challenging Hegemony &
Instituting Equality is the quintessence of

the Dravidian Bedrock.

This issue blossoms on Oct 15, which is
the birthday of the 1st Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu — Hon’ble A. Subbarayulu, a doyen
of the Justice Party — the forerunner of the
Dravidian Movement. It also happens to be the
Centenary Celebration of Social Justice, as the
Dravidian Government headed by the Raja of
Panagal passed the famous Communal G.O.
613 on Sep 16 1921. This spearheaded the
process of Reservation (Affirmative Action) for
the depressed classes and showed the way of
Social Justice for the whole of India.

As we celebrate these momentous
occasions, let us resolve our gratitude to the
Dravidian Movement which opened the Doors
of Education to us all. Let us also take the
Pledge of Social Justice and carry the flame
to the next generation.

This 4t issue of Dravida Pozhil contains 6
Papers.
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1. Valluvar and Periyar, the Two
Rationalists of Tamil Nadu

2. The Legend of Valluvar - An Evaluation
by Stuart Blackburn: Our Evaluation of his
views.

3. African & Dravidian - Comparative
Components

4. Re-Reading of Sanga Tamil Classicism,
facilitated by Periyar’s Thoughts

5. Comparisons between The Kural &
Manu Smriti

6. Vaikom - Forerunner of Indian Social
Emancipation Movements

The cover-page features a scene from
Vaikom and affirms its early leads as a Peoples’
Movement, fighting for the cause of Equality. In
the era of Struggle for Indian Independence,
Vaikom symbolizes the Struggle for Social
Independence.

As we near the 15t year anniversary of
Dravida Pozhil, we plan to also trod on newer

paths like an exclusive research space for
Student Scholars, Introduction to Global
Research Literature, and Interviews with
Global Research Scholars.

We thank our esteemed readers who took
the journal to national and international
heights.

Please continue to walk with us in this
Dravidian Academic Journey. Together we will
make the World shine in Dravidian Philosophy
and Dravidian Philosophy shine across the
World. That's because: Dravidian = Equality!

- The Board of Editors.
e Prof. Dr. Kannabiran Ravishankar

e Prof. Dr. P. Jagadeesan

e Prof. Dr. P. Kalimuthu

e Prof. Dr. Sp. Thinnappan
e Prof. Dr. Nam. Srinivasan
e Dr. Soma Ilangovan

e Dr. V. Neru
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" arh B Quwiss Newrayb,
%FFG&FI’@ BH eferhigd, B eruidw

&G’ ereiLg LpBrenHméE
smsss50ID. g5 Cure, b SHrrefl
QumPled o uiellgpLd grream® HlenmeysEs
sanenen QYWD CFlg Csmeardng
Qaucilg e

2 ECWRGL 2ampuyd SHrrell
Qumler aumEHFHEHLD MEhFSEHLOmEw
2 BISET WTeU(HEGSLD, Fps B HBL cuenrdsid!

wrerflg SWOILBTLGH (WHoenFsfler
Sflelvienuw@ g, Quflwry KNpbsHrener,
Qeuaurar® Wae FepsBd bHreTrseybd
QararLr_g gGeurfGearmd odoeur?
spssde LLOWO®; GCwmduded
gl & Fpshd 2 aw®. Gy, wssefer
Qergg; WUnGs Meiseflenr CQarss.
b wasafler CuMHUIGC, Caum Gp
QumY UEBE &L CFysHamGeo,
Caum G etHer HWHS NP S&HD
QesdearnGon, K5 YHEs5Mm5
2 M55 &F SFUHF LD STELW HIer
apGs Sm. Y Hssb B&fF swsgeud
srenrLg) sTGen Hymel_efweilen g LiLienL !

a5z @aLD, Hmeil Quiss (penGeumigwimd
BHas 8 rfled, sOPBET R WPHe
wpasoamw&Frml elerm&lw wrery L@
<. slurmye) Seufseflen NphspreflGe
Oct 15), QeuefleumSlemmg). 16.091921 yeimmy,
PSOMEST Lmansd psflen oL Sufe,
BHs s 8 ors: lmsss QL @550
Srerenenr #613 grCer, ey QHHwm
Yweamwsgh FupsBlsanear somsamy
Merssd HPuinm! NHs5& Fepshd
BIDoIeTent_& GEmenr_nhibd QeuGeaueneruley,
S5061E HFHUFHMET LD M ETEU(HE G LD
Sopgel L Hmell Quisssams Crrsd
pend urprl@Ceurwd; FepsBH mmer
2 nHQwrHuiener gHGumb!

Qo5 40 Bsp. 6 HPuas
s (penrseamerd s CleuefleumElenmsgy.

1. sbllppriger Q@@ O U@
L@SSMeunemiaser — cueT@heu(hd GuiflwimpLd

2. adr@peud Ggmerwry: ev@eufl
errduFen <y uie|bd, B Fymied

3. el 9 1flEs @UILEnLS Samise
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4. smss Geaelwe wmeurdiy -
CQuflurenrs gGienemsECaHm_cd

5. @UEBL L@@ - UG

6. emeudald - QHHwE Feps ellHiGencL

CumymLriisaefler wpenCenmig

Qwelsflen pslemL, MeuESLD
Cumpm_Lgdler gellwid jenfl QFuiflenng).
BIL® alhsenasd@ Ll (Hwer, waserfler
Fps ApsmEGL SbwHsamerGu
Cumereiled Hiiigtt GLimymg, Loy LSeiemmeir
BirpaisEhs® oSS 5o @bHun

CGurym_LLb, eneu&&d GumyTL_LLb.

SyreflL Qumled g wiellsLh grmemenL
Benmey Qe Ceueneruiled, oy rmi&s
wrevafsEps0asaCn saflwrtisd,
e ws Y rrussl mroseiler s,
s sl CGurieiasealer Cm,iFsmenr e
ramm Qeneyb U@ LHw urengsafic

vwewd QarLrd HL B HearGearmibd.
Qps waord oy eargCaCu, sOMBTH
& @BHwr LLHLOOTG, 2 & jerellc
Srradl Qurfene < HmuUGSSw
aurssfaseammdl 2 MSEH&EEG Bl e
Qs Q@eLwpnrs soelll LwenrdSle,
Qacaurarh CuraGeu, 6re6ueumeaTH LW
erCr® QenenrnH(Hriser. HrrelLsms
208 LWWLTSGCaTD; 2VsF5MNSH
ArrelL vwwrsEGCaun; o6leareafe,
Srreilb = &F0gF euLb!

- iy G

o Cupmenereuf.seamemiyrer Qrellenisy
o Guun, wenemeul. Qu. ClgaSsen

o Gunm. wpeneweur, LI sreflpsg

0 Gupm. weneweuy. &L SevrenriiLien
o Guum. enemeu. BLd, Fafleursen

o (. Camw. QermCsmeust
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«  NDIOUTHSID eréveor 2 UTHGSID rarm S@ry QBOIUIID,
Wb 2ar@r wraldpid CoerflT erérm Lamy aBajluib,
erarg amipailuey anflpapurss SMLNTIRI6LT.

+  supfures Sabens Snanb
UGSSDaH FnTMIDI UTTMAUD ABTMTLSTSH
TET@IMLUI QFEOUTGHAT S1EnIDUJID.

«  FFlaID, FECHTSTHHIAND, FISTIDD SLHM ABTATMNBHEABHHBID
TATMAT AT QIIMLSFHID QABTeiTGatar.

+  I@ILI uHyNd wafFmimraraip Qarémn
TAIH STHP QLULIDTH SlMIDuiD.

o Fp® HHMUCH SSHATIDISS ABTAIL FIPSTUID SlEIDHEID
eT@Tg] LIEIID ABTLT Shd Herfled 2 miFCuhHHCEmer!

FpBIH BT — 2_miHlenmi)!
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COVER PAGE ELUCIDATION:

VAIKOM — THE FORERUNNER OF INDIA’S
STRUGGLE FOR SOCIAL FREEDOM!

It was the best of times. It was the worst of
times. It was the time of independence. It was the
time of slavery. When the ‘National Independence’
movement was vigorously spreading in India,
a ‘Social Independence’ movement also started
budding in Vaikom.

The term “Vaikom’ not only denotes the name
of a town in Kottayam district in Kerala, but also
a great movement of the 1920s when scores of
satyagrahis (Fighters for Truth) descended on that
town to fight for social justice.

Great leaders like T.K. Madhavan, K.P. Kesava
(Menon), George Joseph, Mannathu Padmanabhan,
Mahatma Gandhi, Sree Narayana Guru & Periyar
E.V. Ramasamy struggled in that small town for
establishing Equality, which later turned out to be
India’s earliest struggle for Social Justice mobilizing
thousands of people against the Orthodoxy.

The four (maada) streets surrounding the
temple of Mahadeva (Shiva) in Vaikom, were
banned for the so-called lower castes to even walk
on that road, let alone entering the temple. In
Mar 1924, a satyagraha (Struggle for Truth) was
launched by T.K. Madhavan to fight against this
inhuman practice with the support of the Kerala
Congress Committee. But very soon all of its leaders
were arrested and hence George Joseph wrote to
Periyar EVR in Tamil Nadu to come and lead the
satyagraha. At that time, Vaikom was under the
administration of the Travancore princely state.

From Apr 13,1924 to Nov 29, 1925, Periyar was in
the midst of Vaikom struggle providing leadership
at a crucial juncture. He visited surrounding towns

and gave public speeches calling for support. When
leaders of Kerala wanted to extend this agitation
to all over India, Gandhi refused saying that the
volunteers from Tamil Nadu alone would keep it
alive. Upon prohibitory orders of the Government,
Periyar was arrested Periyar on May 21. He was
awarded one month’s simple imprisonment which
he spent at Arookutty jail. On his release from jail,
Periyar went again to the Vaikom agitation area
rather than to his home town of Erode. Such was
his indomitable spirit.

Vaikom became an hotbed and hirelings were
let loose on the satyagrahis. He was arrested
again on July 18, but this time sentenced to four
months and lodged in Thiruvananthapuram jail.
While other satyagrahis were treated as political
prisoners, Periyar was denied this status and forced
to undergo rigorous imprisonment with iron chains
& jail clothing. Periyar and others were released
when the King Moolam Tirunal passed away in
Aug. Periyar continued his campaign in Vaikom
and returned to Erode on Sep 10, only to be arrested
again this time by the British Indian police. Periyar’s
wife Nagammal and his sister Kannammal were
also offering satyagraha themselves along with
Mrs. T.K. Madhavan.

The struggle continued and ended in a partial
victory. Three out of four streets were thrown open
to all Castes. Nevertheless, it was a significant
victory as it was a forerunner for India’s oncoming
Social Justice Struggles. Final victory came 11
years later with the Travancore Temple Entry
Proclamation of 1936 granting all the Castes, access
to all the four streets and entry into the Temple.

Oct - Dec 2021
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VAIKOM HERO

P

IRTH:1# -8
Bpgnl'ﬂﬂ EV.RA

Thiru. Vi. Ka, the great Tamil Scholar and labour
leader, called Periyar the ‘Vaikom Veerar’ (Hero
of Vaikom). This issue’s cover page depicts the
scenes from Vaikom where Periyar was leading the
agitation, and also the statue erected later by both
the Governments of Tamil Nadu & Kerala, to honor
Periyar’s role in the Vaikom Struggle.

The plaque under the statue goes to read in the
local language Malayalam, Tamil & English. Some
excerpts below.

6al@1Wo@ mv.aN.eoamonl | 2mmo
17-9-1879 M@6IMoO 24-12-1973

(Vaikom Veeran - Periyar E'V Ramaswamy |
Jananam 17-9-1879 Maranam 24-12-1973).

Y MOS1OM &906Mo MIUD lalalalalyumim,
©6)0SS)dHSOVD, @leMS 13500,
2001  QAI@OIMo, @MW ANV,

ERIYAR EV.RA

- 1879 DEATH

LESS RE""OLUTOF‘

MASAMY
124 - 12 - 1973
THE FEARLFSS

s
MASAMY WA ¢ LEADER WHO ™
JCAAR

AR

¢ FOUBHTA

FAITH -
. AGING THIE &

- W AE
girati
g g ¢4 ANDHE

23
06 02 2017
a)eMeM U0 B o) 10D, DDl @ Mo
mMONEMS @3 (@uelclelv) WMo
MBRLMMIW...

(Ee naadine kaarnam nashippichuvanna
Thottu koodaayma, Theendik koodaayma, Jaathi
vyathyaasam, Andha vishwasam, ennivaykk
ethiraayi, irupattaam noottaandil adaraadiya
dheeranum nirbhayanumaaya...)

Periyar E.V. Ramasamy was the fearless and
peerless revolutionary leader who in the 20th
century fought against Untouchability, Casteism,
Blind Faith and Superstitious Practices which were
ravaging this Country. He launched a relentless
agitation against Untouchability at Vaikom in 1924
and he was arrested and imprisoned. In recognition
of his valiant fight, he was called, admired and
adored as ‘Vaikom Hero! In venerable memory of
the Vaikom Agitation against Untouchability, the
statue of Periyar E.V. Ramasamy is erected here. ®

12
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SILMLLILIL 6501 a6 HLID:

MABHBID — SHHMF Feipd lBHHMVII
GurmmrLBIS6eHar apar@armio!

98 2@ FiLilG smeld. 43 ¢ Freysd
smeb. g BT NHSmes SHTLD. i)
S genod srob. @hHwureler Cae
Apsma Quésbd, Briigd eNenreursl
ureuerdls CsreamgBhs SSsmeRs
se, @ AphHs s eNhisme QUISSIPLD
Qéved Geiterls LiFeud FleumSlHm), eneussLd
erenndlerm eearflGov!

‘meussd aendlm wHHTE CQanew, Carer
wrhleod CamLwid wreul LGSl 2 crer I
sareny WL HICW CQuNgleunss GHULSTSTF).
Ssafiad Cuemi, 1920-safler LOCaum
#SSungdlys (2 amenwols Cumym L) Quidsl
Cunpreflser, euaflGo @mrIGs Galbhsg)
pLISHw FpsBHl CurymliLGemgud
Aplins GN&Es eueg).

smaeufsermer lg.Ca.orgeuer, Cs.19.
Cagau (Cuenem, smyés CunCaliL, oenanmsg)
ugLoeumUe, &S srhdlwigser, S
Brpmwenr @@, wHomb Quflwury rr.Qeu.
grwsmdl erewm U@L, & HAnmrfc
swsgleud Couamgd Srer, g5Ceu o, flw
aanfeEssms adiss Couemy oL ullys
SEMESHTEN &HSm6T @eMAT.HL QbHwE
sepaBSl CumymLRisEnsCsheTD ST

Gumpmi b < uldm.

mausab, LaTCHeuF (Heuem Gamuileden
4 e eiflsefled, NHUGSSHLILIL L cuFSer
BLESS Sal & Sl MG 2MMIE &HOl&
Qarar® Gawe Geuar@d; Camuilasaer
Bempaust, Carullene ¢ L iqujeTer
snenagafled Fol BHLESSE FalL MG eremm
waflgs Carhenwew rrCsnd ey
'SlenCGu feud’ eremmy Curewnsg gD
<Al emeuSsjaer. 1924 wrfFs-@Qd, Qbs
aartsrhenweanw afHisss GCsrers
smadlrss sl Hullenr @5zemuCUT® fF
Qusasbd Qsrmifleny 14.Cs. LIFaue.
Qame, GQeug ellenyeuns, euelwsEss
sMm@afser wreauemyuwwb &enpuie
sereflug, emm Capergdlenr LGSHener
g arh CsraryBHs HEeds Ty
sevgren remmsd. cranGou Cayersdlen
grgda CunrCesly, sWOWLBTL GBS
Quiflwry F.Ceurm YeuUFSL G, MeUSESHLD
apg smaawCGupn, CurrmlLjmss
Qar_iBg BLEHS QsTHEGWLIMm LG
QUMTHST.

Apr 13, 1924-@a\mBa Nov 29, 1925
cueny, @ CBHSSIGWner STssL L SSl6,
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VAIKOM HERO

PERIYARE

V.RAMASAMY

DEATH : 24 - 12 - 1973

BIRTH : {7 - 8 1080 s rue reascres

PERITAR EV.R
AMD PEERLESS

Quflwnmy F.GaLym encudsd GurrTL gl
sohg Oaraw®, CQzrawr® CswugmTy.
meussHMG @LIgl|eTen 2afsefClevdemd
urliyeny Q&wig, W&&er A, BT aIL
QumsHerny. Cageargdlen Fenoweufsar,
@u CGumprliLsengs Q@bHwr WepHwb
LUTQUOTSSOION? ererm SmhHwllg &ener
dMeamel, a1HH Saufsener LMS S,
SLOIBT Iy mhHg eubgletGCermCr Gumg)b;
CumymL_§816@ 2ullepL g8 CQErLLmTSer
M USTHSTT. ST ETE S G S e
senLwnenewr smyemronsl Guflwmry G
21 em ensEFnenTy. @ WLISEF fevmd

AMASA
REVOLUTONARY LEADES T

f LEADER WHO N
iR

05 02 2017

samr_ener aNfssLILLEH, DHSEGSLIgF
Aevpuiled gereriulLnmy. aN@Hseme
@ebcmeql_ciyr, SIUUTLT, &L (PlighHSS
erenm LMUGUD e QFMHS sepmen
sOIPBT g6 FCIMLHS@GEF G&wembe,
B emeudsd CummlLé sarsgsCs
Qeerpmy Quflwry. @& e F.CeaLym 2 6rer
o mid)!

meau&sd GuIrTlLLd, emeudsFser
gour® Qaug sHGSHT jgwrsaefler
QUGT(LPENMS Sl MTLD y,engl. Lo GumpmL_
irfser ST&sLLLL . Geme 18-Qa,
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Quflwny Werb emssrey. @upenn 4
LTSS SHEISTeUD Samener eSS (HS
SHmeuanpgLrd Hevpuiled FereriLLLmy.
9p wreumb Hrfwd asdsdar Guma
Querenwwrs BLSSUUL, oim WES
Quflwreny LLHW QSTHeMLWTE BLS55
smUULLg Srs Qobys sFrded
wHmD mad o mLsmeas CarhSs s
Qsrhienw CEULFTTSHET. Y 6mTD, HTSF
ppLEBBTET, &5 WLISD STLTS
e, CQuflury wHmd wreumbd elHSeme
QewwiulLery. Quflury Cuogbd e
BT geT eneussd Qgmemmpm el (),
QeiLbuy 10 Senml FFCrTL g api6er Heir a3(h
SmbUS SEnUILILLT. 2 6mmed @ibpenm
< EHGw s Quflureny Waw@b enag)
Qawisg. Quflwunfler @enewrul BHrSLOLOTET
& HLOGENS & 6UTEwTLOLOMGT @@Gu@fo Fal_,
14-Cs. wrseuen jeufseten @enemruCrm(
Qenenhgl, meaudsd CuITTLL S0 Lk
Q& e 6urT.

CumprliLb QsrLihsg; Wewery,
wpwenwwrer Geupdl HiLmelllLmayd,
s ukEg CQaupMGurh Hepebng.
Bren@ W eiflsefled, epenennsd Hobg
ML nyser, erevend FrHufenis@L; Hpsa@
wre oif wLLEWL FHnsasLiurr efige,
Qg @MU S 555 QeaupCuw. gblemafe,
Qg5Ca @pHwuneilen Newewmer Feps
eHgeneors CLIMMLL_Mis (@6 &6l &Ee6Ld S
CumpmL b gy engl. 1 Yy arhser s055
Bmid Qeupil Hiiquig). 1936 $lmelsmbign iy
QLW FIDWPE TFTEEUdlen (LPELOMS
ciflaemer, Camlamaw CsisCs, s
Hobal L g|.

‘maussd iy eerm Quilwreyéd
Apuldssny, QUGBHSHPRHEED
Qamifiheris o @penwwwrear Sm.eil.5.
Qs Q@sflenr e iuLd, Quflwmry
wpeeflemm LTSS eneudasd CumymlL s
sTLflgamery srmdl, 19emermaflc
sOLBETH & Csger raser Qenewrhg
QuilurméE masssdeo aUlSS

emaoamwybd & 66l Hasemearwd
Quralhg eumdng. Csyer wEsaflen
Qumfwrer weewrarsSaid, SO,
Y EIHOSSVID, & S6UHE SIS
2 arenen. jeupmier Hev SP&sewTLGumm):

6)al@1@@ D.01.eoamoa1 | 2mmo
17-9-1879 A(06IMO 24-12-1973

(emeus &b adyer - Quflwry rr. o9, prgmd)
| gewmenid 17-9-1879 woyewrid 24-12-1973).

[20) mosleam £H>0006Mo
M) Wl ol ol 2 2y A 0 M
06):9SSIBSIVA, @16MS 1SV,
2001 QAIMIMVo, @MW ANWONIIMO,
ag)eMmem 10 B ) OO 109,
D)l o MNNMS @3 @REOIG W
Wlemyo MBRMMOW...

(r prgCer sryewrd [bELILGEFSeuetmen
QeTL® SaLmiw, Semgd Falmiw, LI
s SHwnsbd, ibs ellgFeungid, ereailencudsa
erdomu, QEBUSTLD BIHOHTEHTIG D S Tig UL
Srepib Hfuweyomu... )

Quflury m.Geu. grwET, Q@EHUSTLD
BIDDrearge QBBrieamlL & Frfss s
Qanemg b Ser_renw, grd GCeumun(),
GG BONGMS, (P GUPSSD erem
Qanmse edrmsls Gurymgul H&Fdlcoem
@eamarlidort Urlfsrs saeeuly
Qpeury. 1924 gy eam® meusssSler, jeury
SarL_nenod@ erdlynad Qgmii GurymLid
BLS5s enagndlé Henpuiled FereriiLmy.
Sauflenr Sy Bés CurrrliLgemsgl
Cumpmid (p&Ssen, meussd alyy eremm
Sienpsdgs Apulgg il urpmlL Lol L.
SarL_nend@ erdlymen jeuflen enoussHLd
CumyrL wrewrGwe Heneweurs, CQuiflwimy
F.Ceu. grwsrdlller Hmeymeausd Heve
QruCs Hmeuliul pereng).
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The Indus language is likely to have belonged to the
North Dravidian sub-branch represented today by the
Brahui, spoken in the mountain valleys and plateaus of
Afghanistan and Baluchistan, the core area of the Early
Harappan neolithic cultures, and by the Kurukh spoken
in North India from Nepal and Madhya Pradesh to Orissa,
Bengal and Assam.

The Sanskrit hypothesis, however, is difficult to reconcile
chronologically with the date of the Indus civilisation
(about the second half of the third millennium B.C.) and
antecedent Early Harappan neolithic cultures which were
responsible for its creation.

(Deciphering the Indus Script Originally published in Visible
Religion, Vol. 6 - A.J. Brill, Leiden, Holland, 1988, pp. 114-135)

Prof. Dr. ASKO PARPOLA

Professor Emeritus, Department of World Cultures,
University of Helsinki, Finland.
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VALLUVAR AND PERIYAR,

THE TWO RATIONALISTS OF

TAMIL NADU

Dr. R. Prabhakaran
Bel Air, USA

Abstract:

There have been many sages, saints, and
philosophers in various parts of the world in the
past. Most of them had their own superstitious
ideas. They were more concerned about life after
death ratherthan life on earth. They did not believe
in the equality of people. About two thousand
years ago, there was a philosopher by the name of
Thiruvalluvar in Tamil Nadu who wrote the book
called Thirukkural. About a thousand years before
him, Aryans have migrated to Tamil Nadu, and
during his days, their influence was slowly on the
rise. Thiruvalluvar wrote his book to condemn the
Aryan view of life and their superstitious beliefs.
About 1,910years after Thiruvalluvar, Periyar was
born. During Periyar’s days, the Ariyan influence
over the Tamil people had become more intense.
The Tamil society was divided into hundreds of
castes. Some sections of the Tamil people were
even considered untouchables. Women were
treated as domestic servants and childbearing
machines.

There was a total lack of social justice in Just
like Thiruvalluvar, who condemned the Aryans’
beliefs and practices, Periyar wanted to reform the
Tamil society. He studied Thirukkural and found
that the ideas in Thirukkural are compatible with

his own ideas. He encouraged the Tamil people to
read Thirukkural.

This paper compares the Aryan view of life and
their values against those of the Tamil society
during the days of Thiruvalluvar. The conditions
in the Tamil Society during the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries and how Periyar wanted to
reform the Tamil society are also discussed in this
paper. The similarities between Thiruvalluvar’s
and Periyar’s ideas are explained. Periyar’s
appreciation of Thirukkural and his efforts to
promote Thirukkural are also described in this
paper. Finally, Periyar’s attempts to establish
social justice and instill a sense of pride and self-
respect in the minds of Tamil people are discussed
in detail.

Keywords:

Ariyan, Thiruvalluvar, Thirukkural, Periyar,
Sangam, social justice, equality, self-respect,
rationalism.

Introduction:

In the course of human history, there have
been many philosophers, prophets, sages,
and saints who have contributed to the
development of philosophical ideas. Most of
these great scholars had a religious bias and
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were inconsiderate in matters related to social
justice, social equality, and rationalism. For
example, despite his extraordinary ability for
dialectical reasoning, Socrates (469 BC - 399
BC) believed in the infallibility of the Oracle
of Delphi, and he never rejected the Athenian
view of religion. Socrates’s ardent disciple
Plato (428 BC - 348 BC) was proud of the fact
that he was an Athenian and not a barbarian,
and he was happy that he was born as a man
instead of being born as a woman. In ancient
Greece, which is considered the cradle of
democracy, slavery was an accepted practice.
Aristotle (384 BC - 322 B() says, “Some should
rule, and others be ruled is a thing not only
necessary but expedient. From the hour of
their birth, some are marked out for subjection,
others for rule” So, it is apparent that social
equality was not considered the foundation of
democracy by the ancient Greek philosophers.
The Chinese philosopher Confucius (551 BC -
479 BC) believed that heaven is the author of
all virtue, and he considered heaven itself as a
kind of God, and God created the virtue in us.
The religious leaders Mahavira (540 BC - 468
BC) and the Buddha (563 BC - 483 BC) were
concerned more about life after death rather
than life on earth.

There have been only very few philosophers
who were truly rational and secular in their
thinking. Almost five hundred years after
Socrates, Confucius, and the Buddha, in
the state of Tamil Nadu, India there was an
extraordinary man, who was an outstanding
philosopher who analyzed almost all aspects
of human life from a rational and secular
standpoint and offered practical guidelines for
a purposeful life on earth. Scholars consider
his ideas to be eternally valid and universally
acceptable. His name is Thiruvalluvar . His
legacy is his magnum opus called Thirukkural,
and it is considered a veritable guide for the
“Art of Living.”

Thiruvalluvar and the Thirukkural:

Thiruvalluvar is very well known in the
state of Tamil Nadu, where people of all ages
study his book. Many scholars from various
countries have praised Valluvar’s ideas. For
example, Professor Moriz Winternitz (1863-
1937), an eminent Austrian orientalist, says,
“Valluvar’s Thirukkural is one of the gems of the
world literature. He (Valluvar) stands above all
races, castes, and sects, and what he teaches
is a general human morality and wisdom. No
wonder that the Kural has been read, studied
and highly praised in the land of its origin for
centuries, but also found many admirers in
the west, ever since it has become known.” Dr.
Albert Schweitzer (1875 — 1965), the German
philosopher, physician, and Nobel laureate
admired Valluvar'’s positive view of the world
and life as opposed to the “world and life
negation” preached by the religions of India.
Leo Tolstoy (1828 - 1910), the famous Russian
novelist, was very impressed by Valluvar’s
ideas about non-violence. Also, Mahatma
Gandhi (1869 - 1948) was so fascinated by
the Kural that he wanted to learn the Tamil
language so that he could study the original
version of the Kural. Many other scholars
and philosophers from various parts of the
world have recognized and admired Valluvar’s
profound yet pragmatic view of human life
and the practical guidelines he has offered for
a purposeful life. The Russians are said to have
preserved important books of lasting value
in the Kremlin in an indestructible tungsten
chamber so that they may outlast even a
nuclear attack and be useful to the posterity.
The Kural is one of the books in that chamber.
The Kural has been translated into more than
forty languages of the world. The Kural is the
most translated non-religious book in the
world. Several authors have written many
commentaries in Tamil, English, and other
major languages of the world. There are more
than 50 translations of the Kural in the English
language alone.
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Despite these adulations by eminent
philosophers and the availability of numerous
translations of the Kural, we know very little
factual information about its author, Valluvar.
Most of the biographical information available
about Valluvar is anecdotal. The only thing
that we know for certain is that he was
born in the state of Tamil Nadu, which lies
in the southeastern part of India. There is a
controversy about his exact place of birth. Some
people believe that he was born in Mylapore,
a suburb of Chennai, the capital of Tamil Nadu.
Others claim that he was born in the district of
Kanyakumari, which lies in the southern tip of
India.

Just like the mystery surrounding his place
of birth, the year of Valluvar’s birth is also
an unresolved issue. A group of renowned
Tamil scholars met in 1921 and decided that
Valluvar should have been born in 31 BC. The
government of the state of Tamil Nadu has
officially recognized that Valluvar was born in
31 BC. Due to the uncertainty surrounding his
exact year of birth, it is generally believed that
Valluvar was born about 2000 years ago. From
the various stories about his personal life, we
infer that Valluvar was married, and his wife’s
name was Vasuki.

Assuming that Valluvar was born about 2000
years ago, the primary religions in Tamil Nadu and
India during that time were the Vedic religion (the
forerunner of modern-day Hinduism), Jainism,
and Buddhism. Although we find some similarities
between the Kural and the three religions, Valluvar
differs significantly from them. In fact, his book is
strictly secular. While the focus of the religions is
life after death, Valluvar’s focus is life on earth. His
philosophy is based on life and world affirmation.
His message is one of virtue, truth, non-violence,
love, and compassion towards all living beings
of the world. His book contains solutions for the
problems we face today and humanity's problems
in the future. Valluvar's Kural stands tall as a
beacon light forever guiding humanity.

Aryans and Their Philosophy:

According to historians, Aryan migration
into Tamil Nadu began approximately about
1,000 BC. During that time, the Aryans’religion
was the Vedic religion which was based on the
Vedas and Upanishads. The essential features
of the Vedic religion are as follows:

+  The goals of human life are dharma
(righteousness, moral values), artha (prosperity,
economic values), kama (pleasure, love,
psychological values), and moksha (liberation,
spiritual values).

«  The Lord created four classes (Varnas)
of people: the Brahmin, the Kshatriya, the
Vaisya, and the Sudra, from his mouth, arms,
thighs, and feet, respectively.

+ These classes are distinct. The class
to which a person belongs is determined
by his birth. Those born to Brahmins are
Brahmins; those born to Kshatriyas are
Kshatriyas, and so on. A person has no way
of changing the class to which he belongs.
Of these four classes, the Brahmins were
considered the most superior class. The
next three classes are Kshatriyas, Vaisyas,
and Sudras. Each class of people had pre-
determined duties. The Brahmins are the
priests. The Kshatriyas are the warriors. The
Vaisyas are businessmen and agriculturists.
The only duty assigned to the Sudras was
to serve the other three higher classes
of people. In addition to the four classes,
there were people belonging to the fifth
class called Panchamas, and they were
considered the lowest class of people, and
they were the untouchables.

«  TheVedicreligion advocates the social
doctrine of four stages of life. It maintains that
one should first become a celibate student, then
become a married householder discharging his
duties to his ancestors by begetting sons and
to the gods by sacrificing; then retire with or
without his wife to the forest to devote himself
to spiritual contemplation; and finally, become
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a homeless wandering ascetic and devote
himself to the pursuit of liberation (salvation).
These four stages apply only to the top three
classes and not to the Sudras.

«  The Aryans prayed to the gods Indra,
Agni, Vayu, and Varuna. During the prayers, it
was customary to make animal sacrifices and
eat the sacrificed animal's meat and consume
a liquor known as soma.

«+  Women were considered fickle,
unreliable, corrupt, and licentious, and therefore
it was thought that they should not have any
independence, and they should be protected
all the time.

TheTamil Society During the Days of Valluvar:

The Sangam period is the period of the
history of ancient Tamil Nadu spanning from 500
BC to 200 AD. This period got its name from the
famous Sangam academy of poets and scholars
who gathered in the city of Madurai during that
period.The classical literary masterpieces called
Ettuthokai and Pattupattu, which contain Tamil
poems written by many scholars, belong to
this period, and they are referred to as Sangam
literature. Sangam literature and the Kural
contain valuable information about the Tamil
society and the life of Tamils during the Sangam
period. Some of the significant facts about the
Tamil society during the days of Valluvar can be
summarized as follows:

« According to the Tamil people of the
Sangam period, the goals of human life are
Virtue, Wealth, and Love. Salvation was not
considered a goal to be sought after.

+ After the Aryan migration, their influence
in Tamil Nadu was slowly growing. The Aryans
successfully influenced some of the Tamil kings.
For example, the Pandia king Muthukudumi
Peruvazhuthiand the Chola King Rajasuyam Vaetta
Perunarkilli of the Chola kingdom performed
elaborate Vedic religious rituals with the help of
the Brahmin priests. Out of the many kings in the
Sangam period, only very few seem to have been
positively influenced by the Brahmins.

+ Although the Tamil scholars of the Sangam
period were aware of the belief systems and
Aryan values, the general public was not aware
of them. But the Tamil society tolerated the
Brahmins and even respected them for their
knowledge.

« The concept of class structure by birth
(Varna) was popular only among the Aryans
and not with others in Tamil society. The
Tamil society did not have a class structure as
described in Manusmiriti.

« In general, the Tamil people neither
adopted the Aryan values nor opposed them.
They were apathetic towards them. But the
influence of the Aryans was gradually growing
in the Tamil society from 1,000 BC onwards.

+ The Aryans prayed to Indra, Agni, and other
gods of that ilk. They believed in an omnipotent
God who created the universe. The Tamil people
did not have the concept of an all-powerful
God who created the universe. Mostly they
worshipped nature. They believed that there is
no God other than their heroic ancestorws . The
tombstones of warriors were worshipped with
reverence. On special occasions, they prayed to
Tamil God Murugan.

« Women enjoyed a respectable position in
society. Sangam literature is a collection of 2436
poems written by 473 poets, and out of them
were 30 were women. This shows that women
had access to education during the Sangam
period and were considered respectable
members of the household and society.

Valluvar’s Repudiation of the Aryan values:

A close examination of the Kural reveals the
fact that Valluvar did not approve of the Aryan
values. The following are some examples where
Valluvar disagrees with the Aryan values and
philosophy.

+ According to Sangam literature and
Tholkappiyam, the goals of human life are virtue,
wealth, and love. Salvation was not considered
a goal. Consistent with Sangam literature and
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Tholkappiyam and in contradiction to the Aryan
values, Valluvar also considers virtue, wealth,
and love the three goals of human life.

+  TheVedicreligion has a mixed message
about killing animals. While it emphasizes that
non-violence is the duty of all classes of people,
it allows killing animals for sacrificial purposes
and eating the meat of the sacrificed animals.
Manusmiriti says that the meat of an animal can
be eaten after it has been killed for sacrificial
purposes. Also, according to Manusmiriti, meat
can be eaten when someone is in dire need
of food. Valluvar is critical of this stance of
the Vedic religion regarding meat-eating. He
condemns animal sacrifice and meat-eating.

Not killing and eating the meat of an
animal is better than a thousand sacrificial
offerings.

(kural - 259)

. In opposition to the Vedic religion’s class
structure (Varna), Valluvar declares that all are
equal by birth (kural —972).n kural 973, Valluvar
mentions that greatness is not necessarily
associated with birth, and in kural 133, he says
that one’s greatness really depends on one’s
character.

All human beings are equal by birth, but
distinctions arise only because of the different
qualities of their actions.

(kural — 972)

Even if considered high by accident of
birth, persons without good character are not
necessarily noble; so also, people considered
low by accident of birth are not necessarily low.

(kural - 973)

Good character is a sign of greatness, and
lack of good character is a sign of meanness.

(kural = 133)

«  Theconcept of the four stages of human
life never gained ground in Tamil society. In
Sangam literature, there is no reference to

vanaprastha when according to the Aryans, a
married man goes to a forest with or without
his wife and contemplates spiritual matters.
Tamil literature only mentions the life of a
householder and an ascetic. Valluvar considers
one who lives as a householder with his family
is superior to the one who becomes an ascetic
in search of his own salvation. He questions the
value of Vanaprastha and ascetic ways of life.

If one leads a virtuous family life, what else
can one gain by following other ways of life.

(kural - 46)

He who leads his family life the right way is
superior to the ascetics who aspire for a better
life in the next world.

(kural —47)

The effort of he who guides others to lead
a virtuous life and leading a life that does not
deviate from virtue is more of a penance than
the penance of the ascetics. (kural - 48)

« In contradiction to what Manusmiriti
says, Valluvar holds women in high regard and
according to him the greatness of family life is
determined by a good wife. Valluvar insists that
chastity is a great virtue to be practiced by all
women, and they do that through their own will
and determination.

The Tamil Society in the 19th and 20th
Centuries:

Since the beginning of Aryan infiltration
into Tamil Nadu, the Tamil society has radically
changed in many respects. The Vedic religion
has turned into Hinduism. Thousands of temples
have been built in Tamil Nadu for various gods.
Brahmins have successfully brainwashed the Tamil
people into believing the Hindu religion and the
multitude of religious rituals. The Tamil people
who during the Sangam period worshipped
nature and few deities of their own started praying
to a whole host of new pantheon of Hindu gods
and they have become infatuated with the Hindu
religious festivals. Around the nineteenth century,
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religion and the religious rituals have become
almost an obsession with most Tamil people.
There were religious rituals to be performed
on several occasions. For example, marriages,
certain months during pregnancy, birth of a child,
death, death anniversaries, groundbreaking for
a building, and housewarming were some of
the occasions when the religious ceremonies
were performed. Brahmins were the ones who
officiated as priests in the temples and during the
religious ceremonies. Brahmins were rewarded
well for their services. Because of their close
connection with the religion, the Brahmins
enjoyed a special status in society, and they were
considered a superior class of people.

Due to the influence of Jainism from 500 BC
to 600 AD, Brahmins became strict vegetarians.
Imitating the Brahmins, some members of the
Tamil community also became vegetarians.
The vegetarians were considered to belong to
higher castes. The people who did manual work
were looked down upon and were considered
lower castes. The people engaged in certain
occupations like washermen, scavengers,
barbers, cobblers, and a few others were
regarded as the lowest class and untouchables.
These people were not allowed to walk in the
streets surrounding the temples, and they
were definitely prohibited from entering the
Hindu temples. The casteless Tamil society of
the Sangam period had become one in which
several castes have sprung up, and there was a
graded inequality in the society.

Because the Brahmins were considered
superior, they became entitled to several
privileges. They had access to education while
others were denied educational opportunities.
As a result, around the 19t century, the
Brahmins, who consisted of less than 3% of the
population of Tamil Nadu, had more than 70%
of all lucrative jobs such as doctors, lawyers,
teachers, and other government jobs.

During the Sangam period, the Tamils were
well versed in music and used many indigenous

musical instruments. They also had a variety of
dances. Around the 19th century, native Tamil
music was modified as Carnatic music, which the
Brahmins promoted. Most of the songs were in the
Telugu language instead of Tamil. The Brahmins
also modified the native dances of Tamil people
and called it Bharatanatyam and concocted a story
that it was the dance form codified by the mythical
rishi (sage) Bharatha. During the 19t century, the
classical language Tamil which has a rich and robust
collection of literature, was losing its purity because
of the influence of Sanskrit. Many Sanskrit words
replaced the Tamil words. Many writers and speakers
routinely substituted Sanskrit words for Tamil words.
Even some of the names of the cities and towns were
replaced by their Sanskrit equivalents.

Thanthai Periyar:

During the 19th century, when the Tamil
society was undergoing significant detrimental
changes to its pride and prestige, the social
reformer and activist Thanthai Periyar was
born to Vankatappa and Chinna Thayammal
on 17 September 1879. Thanthai Periyar’s
given name was Erode Venkatappa Ramasamy.
He was conferred the title of Periyar in
1938 at the Conference of the Progressive
Women’s Association. The term “Periyar” means
“Respected One” or “Elder”. After 1938, he
was always referred to as Periyar. He was also
affectionately called Thanthai Periyar by his
followers. The Tamil word “Thanthai” means a
“respected father-like person.” Periyar attended
elementary school for five years. At the age
of twelve, he joined his father in their family
business. During his teenage years, he used to
attend religious discourses at his house. Those
discourses were organized by his parents and
conducted by the Brahmin pundits. Periyar
found several contradictions and superstitious
ideas in the religious stories narrated by the
Brahmin pundits.

Later in 1904, Periyar had a disagreement
with his father, and he left his home and
traveled to North India. During his travel, he
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reached Kaasi, the city of the holy temple of
Lord Shiva. He found the so-called holy river the
Ganges was filthy and dead bodies were floating
onit. One day, he had nothing to eat, and he was
famished. He found a place where free food was
given to Brahmins. He wore a thread across his
chest like the Brahmins and entered the place
where food was served. Although he had the
thread across his chest like the Brahmins, he
also had a mustache which was against the
Brahmins’ customs. The people serving food
immediately found out he was not a Brahmin,
and they refused to serve him food and kicked
him out. Because of his excruciating hunger,
he ended up eating the leftover food thrown in
the street. The place that was serving the food
was a charity organized by a non-Brahmin. But
at that place, Periyar, a non-Brahmin, was not
served food, whereas the Brahmins enjoyed the
non-Brahmin’s hospitality! The discrimination
and insult that he experienced dealt a blow
to Periyar’s regard for Hinduism. That incident
created a deep hatred in the mind of Periyar
against the Brahminical practices and a
disbelief in the innumerable gods revered by
the Brahmins. Periyar decided to fight against
the dominance of the Brahmins over the non-
Brahmins in every walk of life.

The incident at Kaasi convinced Periyar that
the Indian society, particularly the Tamil society,
was utterly lacking in social justice. He realized
that the Brahmins had undue influence and
power, and they were dominating all facets
of Tamil society. He knew that the power of
the Brahmins came from the Hindu religion.
He wanted to abolish the caste system and
the practice of untouchability and transform
the society in which there was no caste-based
discrimination, and all were treated equally.

Inthe town of Vaikom in the neighboring state
of Kerala, the people belonging to certain lower
castes were not allowed to walk on the streets
surrounding the temple. Periyar was invited to
take up the leadership in the protest against
such prohibition. He led an agitation defying

such a ban and was sentenced to undergo
imprisonment. Periyar’s courageous efforts put
an end to the discrimination at Vaikom, and
he was conferred the title of ‘Hero of Vaikom'
During this time, Periyar was the President of the
Tamil Nadu Congress Committee. He has been
trying to get the Congress Party to approve the
Communal Reservation in Government jobs and
education for the non-Brahmins to eliminate
discrimination against them. But his efforts for
establishing Communal Representation were
defeated by the Brahmin-dominated Congress
Party. After that, he quit the Congress Party
and founded the Self-Respect Movement. With
Periyar’s help and support, the Communal
Reservation scheme was implemented by the
Justice Party. Subsequently, in 1944 the Justice
Party was changed to Dravidar Kazhagam, and
Periyar presided over Dravidar Kazhagam for
the rest of his life.

In addition to fighting for social justice,
Periyar was also concerned about how women
were treated in Tamil Nadu. Till the first half
of the 20th century, child marriages were
common in India. In fact, the Brahmins claimed
that according to their religious books, it was
a sin to conduct the marriage of a daughter
after she attained puberty. According to the
Brahmins, child marriage was the right thing to
do. Periyar strongly condemned the practice of
child marriages. Also, widow remarriages were
completely unheard of in Tamil society. Periyar
conducted the marriage of his niece, who had
become a widow at the young age of nine. Till
1956, women did not have the right to inherit
properties from their parents or their deceased
husbands. Young girls were not educated once
they reached puberty. Periyar argued in favor
of education for women. He claimed that Tamil
society treated women as sex slaves, domestic
servants, and childbearing machines. He
strongly advocated husbands and wives to
adopt birth control. Periyar wanted girls and
women to get educated and be treated as
equals to their male counterparts. He insisted
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that women should have equal opportunities
for education and employment. He criticized
the hypocrisy of chastity for women and argued
that it should either also apply to men or not at
all for both genders. He was in favor of women
taking jobs in the police departments and the
army.

Throughout his life, Periyar was a warrior
fighting for social justice. Periyar insisted that
the non-Brahmins should have self-respect
and should not consider themselves inferior to
anyone else. Periyar also told his followers to
analyze everything using a rational approach.
Self-respect and rationalism were Periyar's
weapons in the fight for women's rights and
social justice. He traveled countless miles
and delivered thousands of lectures in every
nook and corner of Tamil Nadu, promoting
rationalism and self-respect among the Tamils.

Periyar was critical of the epics Ramayana
and Mahabharata and other religious texts.
He was fond of Thirukkural, and he considered
that as the only book worth reading. He found
that Thirukkural echoes his own views on many
issues.

Periyar and Thirukkural:

Thirukkural was written approximately about
2000 years ago. It has been quoted extensively
in literary works like Silappadhikaram and
Manimekalai, which came about two centuries
later. Around the sixth century, when the
devotional literature came into the Tamil literary
scene, Thirukkural took a backstage. Around the
eleventh century, Thruvalluvamaalai was written
in praise of Thirukkural. Thiruvalluvamaalai
consists of fifty-five short poems. The poets
whose names appear in Thiruvalluvamaalai did
not live during the eleventh century. Actually,
those poets belonged to the Sangam period
(500 BC - 200 AD). Because those poets were
well known, somebody might have used
their names and wrote those poems to praise
Thirukkural. After Thiruvalluvamaalai, ten
famous scholars wrote their commentaries

on Thirukkural. The most famous of those
commentators was Parimelazhagar, who wrote
his commentary on Thirukkural during the
fourteenth century. Thirukkural was printed for
the first timein 1812. Rev. G. U. Pope published
his English translation of Thirukkural in 1886.
Subsequently, many commentaries in Tamil,
English, and other languages appeared.

Despite the translations, commentaries,
and printed editions, as late as the middle
of the twentieth century, Thirukkural was
still only in the parlor of the pundits. Tamil
scholars considered Thirukkural as just a book
in Tamil literarature. Thirukkural is not just a
book in Tamil literature. It deals with virtue,
love, compassion, charity, friendship, politics,
leadership, management, economics, and
human psychology. In fact, it deals with all
facets of human life and serves as a true guide
for humanity. Periyar made a detailed study of
Thirukkural. He found that Thirukkural contains
ideas that are very similar to his own. He
recognized the greatness of Thirukkural and its
usefulness to the Tamil society, and he decided
to bring it out from the pundits’ parlor to the
public square.

Periyar was always against class and caste
systems which discriminated against the people
by their birth. He was also highly critical of male
dominance in Tamil society and how women
were treated. According to him, all are equal
by birth. He found a kindred spirit in Valluvar.
Valluvar expresses the same idea in kural 972.
In kural 973, Valluvar mentions that greatness
is not necessarily associated with birth, and in
kural 133, he says that one’s greatness really
depends on his character. From kurals 972, 973,
and 133, we see that Valluvar and Periyar are in
complete agreement.

According to Periyar, people should use
rational thinking and avoid superstations.

Periyar said, “No matter what anyone says,
don't believe it. Use your intellect and rational
thinking ability and analyze it and accept it if
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it seems right to you; if not, do not accept it.
Even if | say something, examine it, and accept
it only if it seems right to you.” In the following
kural, we see that Valluvar and Periyar are again
in complete agreement.

To discern the real truth in whatsoever is
heard from whomsoever is real wisdom.

(Kural - 423)

Periyar did not believe in God or any
such supernatural power. To him, one should
work hard in order to be successful in life. We
find similar ideas in the Kural regarding the
importance of hard work for success in life.

Persistent hard work will bring about good
fortune, and indolence will bring about poverty.

(kural -616)

Even if gods cannot help you, your hard work
will undoubtedly be appropriately rewarded.

(kural -619)

One should not feel disheartened when a
task seems impossible; persistent efforts will
lead to greatness.

(kural - 611)

People who work hard relentlessly will
overcome the so-called “fate”. (kural -620)

Periyar recognized that Valluvar’s Kural
contains ideas that are very close to his ideas.
He also realized that although the Kural had
valuable and essential ideas, it had not reached
the public at large. He decided to promote the
Kural. As a first step, in 1929, he printed the
Kural and sold it for a small price of eight annas
(eight annas would have been the equivalent
of a few cents) so that most of the people could
easily afford to buy the book. Later he sold the
pocket edition of the Kural for six annas, and in
1949 he sold the same for five annas. In 1949
he organized and conducted a very successful
two-day conference on Thirukkural. That was
the first Thirukkural Conference that was ever
held anywhere in the world. Several leading

Tamil scholars participated in the Conference,
and the Conference was a great success. After
that, Periyar routinely continued to mention
the Kural in his speeches and writings. Some
of Periyar's comments about the Kural are as
follows:

- The art, culture, morals, ethics, etc., of the
Aryans were totally different from the art,
culture, morals, norms, etc. of the Tamils.
Thirukkural was specially written to expose
their differences.

« Thirukkural was written to repudiate Aryan
principles and their way of life.

« The Buddha rejected and refuted the Aryan
religion and its rituals. Thirukkural is doing
precisely the same thing as what the Buddha
did.

« Thirukkural can be of great use in our lives.

« There are no superstitious ideas in
Thirukkural.

+ Those who study Thirukkural will definitely
gain self-respect.

« No oneg, including Muslims and Christians,
will refute the ideas in Thirukural.

« If someone asks you, "What Is your religion?"
you say that your religion is Thirukkural. If
someone asks you, "What is your code of
conduct?" you say that your code of conduct
is Thirukkural.

« Thirukkural is the perfect medicine for
Aryan hypocrisy. Thirukkural is a book that
repudiates Manusmiriti.

+ You can take what you want from Thirukkural
and ignore the ideas you don't want.

« Thiruvalluvar is an ideal socialist.

- Ideas needed for the welfare of the people
are in abundance in Thirukkural.

« Thirukkural is a shield for us in the fight
against Brahminism and the Brahmins'
superstitious beliefs.
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Thanks to Periyar’s leadership after 1950,
there was a remarkable resurgence in the
interestin Thirukkural among the Tamil society.
The credit also goes to Dravidar Kazhagam and
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam.

Thiruvalluvar and Thanthai Periyar:

Thiruvalluvar wrote the Kural in order to
condemn and refute the Brahminic beliefs,
rituals, and superstitions. Recently, some
people have started a campaign to belittle the
greatness of Thirukkural by falsely claiming
that the Kural is an abridgement of Sastras.
The Sastras espouse the Vedic religious beliefs,
and Valluvar’s Kural directly opposes Vedic
beliefs. Valluvar’s concept of virtue is the same
irrespective of their birth status whereas, the
Aryan Sastras’ concept of dharma depends on
the class to which one belongs. They also state
that Valluvar’s kurals in the section on Wealth
are based on Athasastra. They fail to recognize
that Arthasatra favors “the end justifying
the means” whereas, the Kural is in favor of
“means justifying the end.” Another false and
absurd claim by these Brahmin zealots is that
the Section on Love in the Kural is based on
Kamasutra. There could be nothing farther from
the truth. Kamasutra is a guide to covet another
man’s wife and it contains explicit details of
sexual intercourse between a man and awoman
like a pornographic manual. Valluvar found that
the Aryan values and beliefs were contrary to
Tamil culture, and he wanted the Tamils to be
aware of it, and that is why he wrote the Kural.
The Kural is definitely not an abridgement of
Sastras.

Like Valluvar, Periyar also could not accept
Brahminism and its beliefs. Periyar found that
the Vedic religion and its successor Hinduism
were responsible for the Brahmin domination,
caste system, and other social injustices. He
also realized that Tamil people were docile and
had no self-respect and accepted the Brahmins'
claim for superiority. Periyar was indignant at
the state of affairs in Tamil Nadu and started

his Self-Respect movement. He fought for
communal representation, women'’s rights,
abolition of the caste system, and other social
justice issues.

Both Periyar and Valluvar fought against
the Brahminic culture, religion, rituals, and
superstitions.Valluvar did not have an organization
behind him to support and propagate his
messages. But Periyar had his party, Dravidar
Kazhagam extending its wholehearted and
unstinting support for his plans and programs.
Periyar was able to bring about permanent and
irrevocable changes in Tamil society. With his ideas
of self-respect and rationalism, he has started a
renaissance in Tamil society.

There is a kural that aptly describes Periyar’s
service to the Tamil Community. Valluvar says
in kural 1028 that one who wants to serve the
community cannot waste his energy on time
and season considerations or dignity in the
performance of that task. In the course of his
service to Tamil society, Periyar has encountered
imprisonment and insults. Those things never
bothered him. He continued his relentless
service till the ripe old age of ninety-four.

Conclusion:

Valluvar and Periyar are two remarkable
rationalists the world has ever seen. Tamil
people can legitimately be proud of both of
them. We should study and follow the immortal
words of wisdom of Valluvar. Periyar is often
referred to as Thanthai Periyar, which means
he is a father-like person. When Valluvar talks
about what a father should do to his son, he
says that he should prepare him for a prominent
role in the assembly of the learned (kural - 67
). Because of Periyar, most of the Tamils of the
past two generations have had the opportunity
for education and advancement in their lives.
So, Periyar, the father-like person, has done his
duty. In kural 70 , where Valluvar talks about
how a son should reward his father, he says
that it is the son’s responsibility to conduct
himself so that others would admire how hard
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this man’s father should have worked to groom
him like this. So, the Tamil people owe a debt
of gratitude to Periyar and they should live up
to his expectations.
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THE LEGEND OF VALLUVAR -
AN EVALUATION BY
STUART BLACKBURN :

OUR EVALUATION OF HIS VIEWS J
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Professor Dr. T. Murugarathanam

Abstract:

Dr. Stuart Blackburn is a western Tamil scholar
at the School of Oriental and African Studies,
University of London. His analysis and interpretation
of the legend of Valluvar, the source material
Tiruvalluvamalai, significance of the history of the
Tamil Sangam incidents, and the convergence
of the western scholars with natives are to be
appreciated. The myths & debates surrounding
the history of Valluvar are explored and critically
analyzed. However, Dr. Blackburn’s essay misses
on the crucial part of Social Injustice that Tamil
language was considered as nica bhasha (low level
language) & Valluvar was not acceptable to the 3.
Vaidika Brahmans.

Essay:

1. Dr. Stuart Blackburn (Bb) is a western Tamil
scholar now working in the School of Oriental
and African Studies at the University of
London. His thrust area of study and research
is Tamil Nadu folklore. Bb has written an essay
entitled “Corruption and Redemption: The
Legend of Valluvar and Tamil Literary History".

2. He begins his essay with the introduction of
the theoretical concept of 'literary history'
and 'history of literature' There are differences

between these two concepts, he points out. He
says further that 'literary history is animportant
subject for literary historiography, yet literary
histories are rich source for understanding
local conceptions of both history and literature.
He states further that 'certainly in nineteenth
century India, the focus of this essay, literary
history was seized upon as evidence to be
advanced in the major debates of the time;
cultural identities, language ideologies,
civilization hierarchies and nationalism were
all asserted and challenged through literary
histories in colonial India’.

Bb Points out the debate about the history of
Valluvar and his work Thirukkural. He sees in
the debate the history of Tamil language and
its relationship with Sanskrit. He goes on in
this way.

"The Tirukkural (hereafter (Kural) was no
ordinary text, and during most of the century
it was thought to be the oldest extant Tamil
literature. Because of this antiquity of the
text, it stood out at the centre of debates
about the history of Tamil and its status vis-
a-vis Sanskrit; because its author was said
to be a Paraiyar, an untouchable, it was also
prominent in debates about the category
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of 'Dravidian’; Not everyone accepted the
Paraiyar identity of the author, Tiruvalluvar
(hereafter Valluvar); the alternative identities
proposed for him included Jainist, Buddhist,
crypto-Christian, high-caste Hindu, Brahmin
and half-Brahmin. Clearly for Tamils the Kural
was a contentious classic — and has received
more commentaries than any other Tamil text
but it also became important for European
missionaries and British civil servants as well,
who were comforted by its non-idolatrous
teachings and translated it many times."

Further Bb points out the debate about
Kural and Valluvar in 19th century in which
convergence of the views of the Tamils
and the Europeans took place. It is an
interesting point. | quote him here: 'The
debate about the Kural and its author during
the nineteenth century might recommend it
as a case study of the colonial re-inscription
of a traditional Indian literature. The reality,
as | hope to show, was more complicated:
a colonial intervention in a long standing
debate about the status of Tamil in terms of
Sanskrit and Brahminical learning, and about
the social relations between Brahmins and
Untouchables. The debate was articulated
through various readings of the Kural
and the legend of its author, in which the
European interpretations converged with
and also modified Tamil notions of their
literary history. The two primary areas of
convergence were: 1) the lowly birth of
Kural's author, which was controversial
within Tamil tradition and valorized by the
Europeans; and 2) the relations between
Tamil and Sanskrit which were set in a new
historical and ethical framework, in which
corruption gives way to redemption. Out of
this colonial discourse between Europeans
and Tamils emerged a consensus, a mutually
convenient congruence between Tamil
concerns about cultural difference and
European notions of moral history that
produced a narrative of Tamil literary history
which continues to exert an influence today."

Then Bb enters into the source for the study
of legend of Valluvar, i.e., Tiruvalluvamalai, of
the middle period. He points out the conflict
between the Tamil and Sanskrit languages
and the Brahmanic culture expressed in the
Tiruvalluvamalai. Anyway, this analysis and
approach are incomplete. From our point of
view the Tiruvalluvamalai is the advocate of
Tamil culture and further it is a bombardment
at the Vaidhikas and their religion.

Bb's next step in his essay is the sketch of the
19th century European Christians' view of
Valluvar. He terms this view as 'Christianized
version of Valluvar's birth' He listed a number
of Europeans/Christians who were attracted
by the legend of Valluvar and who talked
and wrote about Valluvar and his work. The
attraction is of secular content, non-idolatry
and ethical ideas of Kural.

"These brief notices were superseded in 1835,
when Rev. William Taylor, who took over
the task of editing the Mackenzie material
from Wilson, produced a full summary of
the legend. Like Wilson, Taylor concentrated
on the events at Madurai inasmuch as they
were useful in reconstructing the ancient
history of the Tamil country; he appears to
have digested previously printed accounts
(especially Venkatramaswamie 1829), as well as
the Mackenzie manuscript upon which Wilson
had relied. Although he passes quickly over
Valluvar’s controversial birth, to his credit Taylor
does include three slightly differing accounts
of Valluvar's triumph over the proud poets
of the Madurai Sangam. Another attempt to
separate historical fact from unreliable legend
was the account of Valluvar's life published in
Jaffna in 1859 by Simon Casie Chitty. Drawing
on many of his predecessors, but wishing to
appear scrupulously factual, Chitty presents
a bald summary of the birth and Madurai
episodes only, adding that nothing further is
known of Valluvar which can be relied upon.’

"In 1847 this summary of the Valluvar legend
had been expanded into an elaborate narration,
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covering seven pages of closely printed text.
But Valluvar's antiquity and literary excellence
were not the only reasons why Tamils began to
print and debate his text. Its secular content
was also useful to Tamils as they attempted
to respond to Christian allegations of Hindu
superstition and barbarity. As early as 1835, a
missionary noted that 'the Kural is the only one
(text) which the Hindus have as yet... thought
proper to print and publish, as specimens
of their credence' and as their 'appeals of a
purer system’ Concurrent with these Tamil
publications, brief sketches of the Valluvar
legend in English gave way to more detailed
narration, discussion and interpretation. By
1870, after nearly a century in Madras, British
scholars, civil servants and missionaries had
fashioned their own image of south Indian
society and religion, in which the story of the
lowly-born Valluvar was central. Missionary
Charles Grover's 1871 narration of the legend
and his analysis of it is the most revealing.
Unlike his European predecessors, who used
the legend for understanding past history,
Grover presented the Valluvar legend as
evidence of a moral trajectory in Tamil literary
history which informed the present; later
telling, notably by Robinson 1873, 1885) and
Pope (1886), simply followed suit."

Then Bb, goes to point out the elements common
to international and Indian folklore, which are
also seen in the legend of Valluvar. Some of the
miracles are pointed out: The unmoving tree
shade, test of future bride’s virtue, the mixed
caste parentage and submitting poems for
examination by other poets. We can say that
these points throw light on the legend and its
cultural context. | quote his passage:"

"The first thing we can say about this legend
is that it is composed by elements common
to international and Indian folklore. The hero
as the youngest of seven children, his being
cast out (as an outcaste) and his destroying a
monster to win the daughter are all popular
themes in international folktales, while the
miracle of the unmoving tree shade is found

10.

in the legend of Buddha. Still the story is
unmistakably south Indian. Individual motifs,
such as Valluvar's test of his future bride's
virtue by asking her to cook rice from sand
(or stones) are common place in Tamil tales.
More significantly, the two major episodes
of the legend - the mixed caste percentage
of Valluvar and his submitting his poem
for examination by other poets are also
widespread in south Indian oral narrative
and literary legend. Brahmin fathers and
untouchable mothers regularly produce south
Indian cultural heroes, such as Muttupaattan,
popular regional goddesses, such as Renuka,
and a host of lesser known figures. The second
major episode, the proving of the Kural in
its aranketram, is a necessary procedure in
order to legitimize any highly-regarded Tamil
composition, as Kampan and others can attest.

These two episodes, Valluvar's birth and the
testing of his poem are the core of the legend
and the source of its contested readings. This
is hardly surprising since these episodes claim,
first that the oldest extant Tamil text (at the
time)was written by a Paraiyar and, second,
that this Kural triumphed over a degenerate,
Sanskritized Tamil at the ancient Madurai
Sangam.

Then Bb, points out the features of the birth
of Valluvar. Strikingly he says: "the mainstream
colonial debate centered on four versions of
Valluvar's birth. 1) that he was half-Brahmin
(father) and half Paraiyar (mother); 2) that
he was neither Brahmin nor Paraiyar, but a
royal official; 3) that he was fully a Paraiyar;
and 4) that he was fully a Brahmin." Then Bb
lists those scholars who supported each kind
of the legend. The story of half - Brahmin
half - Periyar is widely followed and taught.
The advocate of neither Brahmin nor Parayar
is the Dravidian’s Puranalingam Pillai. For
the paraiyar story the advocates are Charles
Grover, Dr. G.U. Pope, Dr. Robert Caldwell and
Ayotidas Pandithar. For the Brahmin story the
advocate is Ramachandra Dikshitar, a recent
historian.
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11.

12.

The reading of Valluvar's participation in
the Tamil Sangam of Madurai by Bb is very
striking and analytical. He sees the age old
confrontation of Tamil against Brahminical
tradition in this Tamil Sangam episode. His
reading is here in his words, which points to
redemption from corruption by Sanskritists:

"As Pope's Biblical phrase implies, Valluvar's
low birth was only half the story; he must
also, and against the odds, succeed. In south
Indian narrative and cultural logic, too, his
paraiyar birth set up a necessary confrontation
with high-caste domination. Although this
second core episode is thus a continuation of
the tension generated within the first episode,
the nature of the contestation is different.
Valluvar's triumph at Madurai, when the
astounded poets were forced to accept the
Kural and write praise-poems on it, has not
been accused of selective Brahminical 'editing'
as was the case with the birth episode. Rather,
the episode itself is a contestation, between
claimants to the crown of authentic Tamil
literary tradition. The various readings of this
legendary struggle for control of the literary
past must themselves be read in the text of
the cultural politics of the nineteenth-century.
In these accounts of the Madurai episode,
European and (some) Tamil interpretations
of the Valluvar legend once again converge,
this time in a fortuitous alliance between
the foreigners' perception of a corrupt but
perfectible civilization and the Tamils' pursuit
of a literary history that would rescue a pure
language from its Sanskrit accretions.

The historical treatment of the history of the
legend of Valluvar by Bb has brought out some
unknown historical facts to light. We read it
here: "Once it was understood that Valluvar
had battled against the northern tradition
of Sanskrit and Brahminical learning, the
European readings of the Madurai episode
could enter into and influence the long
running debate about the history of Tamil
and its status vis-a-vis Sanskrit. This is not the
place to discuss the history of that conflict,
but one thing is clear; from a very early date,
Tamil tradition regarded the Sanskrit tradition
with envy and resentment, as well as with
admiration and respect. Although pre-

13.

colonial interpretations of the Valluvar legend
appear limited to the few sources discussed
above, the 'Garland' registers the Tamil-Sanskrit
conflict by frequently combative comparisons
between the Kural and the Vedas, between
Tamil and ariyam (aryan) and so on. Clearly
the European readings of the legend did not
create or even introduce these comparative
elements to the debate. What they did bring
to the debate, however, was a new moral,
teleological framework that explained past
and set an agenda for the present and future.

Bb summarizes what was corruption?
How redemption was carried out and who
performed it? European scholars had arolein
explaining these things. Bb's words are here:

"The Orientalist translation of India into
European categories and concepts has been
described and critiqued in several studies. In
the case of the European insistence on the
'humble origins' of Valluvar we recognize a
colonial interpretation of south Indian culture
within the historical narrative of European
Christianity. Informing this interpretation,
however, is a more fundamental perception,
a belief that 'modern Hindu life in Southern
India much resembles that Europe just before
the Reformation. With this statement, Charles
Grover introduced his translation of 'folk songs'
of south India which he believed, reveal a
'silent Reformation' which had been at work
for centuries, in local non-Brahmin sects, and
which, while not breaking completely with
the Brahminical order, 'present a scheme,
more moral than religious, in which idolatry
is unknown, and the divinity is always spoken
of as the great soul of the universe, one and
invisible. Grover then presented translations
of the Valluvar's Kural, along with other
anti-caste, anti-ritual literature in Tamil, as a
shining example of this popular Hinduism, this
'secret' reformation, undermining the priestly
dominion of Brahmins. Valluvar's teaching thus
represented a deism, over against a polytheism
of the Brahmins." "Other European readings
of the Valluvar legend may lack Grover's
melodrama, but collectively they produce a
Tamil literary history presented to Europeans:
ancient Tamil civilization had been corrupted
by a sacerdotal order, an allegation of power
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by a priestly institutionalized and centralized
elite. The European worldview and this writing
of literary history was nowhere more succinctly
recalled than in Robert Caldwell's comment
that the whole of the commandments could
be translated into a pre-Sanskritic Tamil, except
for one word: 'image’. What was needed? was
stripping away these distorting accretions and
revive the old moral code, the bedrock that
had been obscured by priestly pride, power
and ritual. What was needed, in a word, was
Reformation.”

14. Conclusions and Our View:

Bb's writing up of the Valluvar's legend,
and the nature of his work are good. His
analysis and interpretation of the legend, 19th
century current views, the source material
Tiruvalluvamalai, significance of the history
of the Tamil Sangam incidents, and the
convergence of the western scholars with
natives are to be appreciated very much. There
is new contribution in his essay particularly in
drawing up the history of the current views of
the 19th century held by native and foreign
Tamil scholars. There are so many references
in his essay. The bibliography is very much
useful for further research.

Further we can put forth some of our views.

The analysis and interpretation of the legend
of Valluvar need the application of the socio-
economic cultural theory of Varnashrama Dharma,
which prevents the Tamils and the Tamil language
to talk about the Brahminical Vedas and Moksha.
This theory talks about the concept of suddha/
asuddha, touchable/ untouchable and social
hierarchy. It also talks about the concept of Deva
bhasha/nicabhasha. The Tamil language was
considered as nica bhasha, i.e. untouchable by
the Vaidikas. Valluvar was a Tamilian and he wrote
in Tamil. Therefore he was not acceptable to the
Vaidika Brahmans.

It is a surprise that this approach and its
application are missing in Bb's essay. The essay is
incomplete.

Another problem in the analysis of the legend
of Valluvar is the interpretation of the world
Valluvar, which has some more significations. The
word Valluvar indicates 'proclaimer' - the royal

messenger, a country chief like Nancil Valluvan,
etc. We can choose the meaning which suits
the contribution of Valluvar. The signification of
'proclaimer' and chief disappeared in the course of
history. The signification of the Paraiya priest was
predominantly current in the medieval period. Thus
we get the wide prevalence of Paraiya legenda and
the consequent conflict with the Vaidhika religion.
If we take only the signification of Paraiya caste for
the world Valluvar, it may be folk etymology.

Bb has not moved to this extent.
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The Essence of Social Justice.

e “Ifalarger country oppresses a smaller country, I'll stand
with the smaller country.

 If the smaller country has a majoritarian religion that
oppresses minority religions, I'll stand with minority
religions.

e If the minority religion has caste and one caste oppresses
another caste, I'll stand with the caste being oppressed.

* In the oppressed caste, if an employer oppresses his
employee, I'll stand with the employee.

 If the employee goes home and oppresses his wife, I'll
stand with that woman.

. . "’
Overall, oppression is my enemy!

Periyar E.V.R
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10) auewerhgl bl @aTpeney (LITeme 29)
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B1p @SSLILL L 10&5Ff6T  (GTEFHET
LILpBSLALD OREIZIE IS GlLi(BLOGTRY
yeoli_mgl  @Q)bpSGUTGID, YmFTERGS
Syeursafler aurpBlency LpP  LIG6yFHeT
QBT LIBGFGTDEST. 2 SSHTHEVSTT HEIeHHueT
aflser @eiaiemsuiey GPILISIL_G555mael.

“cRUbUETGT @6 LTeneN

QO BIIG GRAY HeilEn

ifleliefler yfli5CujEES

SiEINhssT @aeyiseiton

uenpuensn SeipaibsEeum

umisseil uflEssneyl”

GTGUT M UTWIFFVTT LUBHHSE6T GHL_GHLD
Gaeral, LILBIGLY LO&S6T Fal L Lol
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Social Endosmosis is Social Justice.

“An ideal society should be mobile, should be full of
channels for conveying a change taking place in one
part to other parts.

In an ideal society there should be many interests
consciously communicated and shared. There should
be varied and free points of contact with other modes
of association. In other words, there should be social
endosmosis.

This is fraternity, which is only another name for
democracy.

Democracy is not merely a form of Government. It
is primarily a mode of associated living, of conjoint
communicated experience. It is essentially an attitude
of respect and reverence towards fellowmen”.

(Annihilation of Caste)

Prof. Dr.B.R. AMBEDKAR , m.A, M.Sc, Ph.D, D.Sc.

Hon'ble Minister (1st Minister) of Law and Justice, Union Of India (1947-51).

Minister of Labour in Viceroy's Executive Council (1942-46).
Chairman of the Constitution Drafting Committee -

Constituent Assembly of India (1946-50).

Member of Parliament - Rajya Sabha for Bombay State (1952-56).
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(:j Valluvar and Periyar, the Two Rationalists of Tamil Nadu
. -Dr. R. PRABHAKARAN, Bel Air, USA

Just like Thiruvalluvar, who condemned the Aryans' beliefs and practices,
Periyar wanted to reform the Tamil society. He studied Thirukkural and found
that the ideas in Thirukkural are compatible with his own ideas. He encouraged
the Tamil people to read Thirukkural.

Our Evaluation of His Views

The Legend of Valluvar - An Evaluation by Stuart Blackburn:
O
- Prof. Dr. . MURUGARATHANAM

Dr. Stuart Blackburn is a western Tamil scholar at theUniversity of London. His
analysis and interpretation of the legend of Valluvar, the source material
Tiruvalluvamalai, significance of the history of the Tamil Sangam incidents, and
the convergence of the western scholars with natives are to be appreciated.
However, the essay misses on the part that Tamil language was considered as
nicabhashag& Valluvar was not acceptable to the Vaidika Brahmans.
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