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Preface

To All our nice & wise Readers of Dravida
Pozhil, Vanakkam & Wishes for the upcoming
Social Justice Day.

Periyar’s Birthday (Sep 17) was declared
as Social Justice Day last year by the Hon’ble
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu and we all took
the Pledge of Social Justice. As that 1st
year anniversary is fast approaching, we are
eager to share with you, yet another news on
a Social Justice Grand Event.

This September, on the days of 24 &
25, International Humanism Conference on
Social Justice is being conducted in Toronto,
Canada by Periyar International USA (PI).
Along with PI, 3 other Global Organizations —
Center for Inquiry Canada (CFIC), Humanist
Canada (HC) & Humanist Association of
Toronto (HAT) are joining hands to conduct
this grand conference. Academicians,
Scholars and Government Officials from all
over the World - Canada, United States,
Europe, Middle East, Singapore, Malaysia,
India & Sri Lanka — are participating and
presenting papers in this conference. The
clarion call of Dravidian Model is going to
ring from a Global Stage.

DRAVID

Introducing the Dravidian Model, not
only to Tamil People, but also to the World
Populace of West & East, and Benchmarking
the Acts of Humanism that have grown in
global lands with our own philosophies and
practices, is the core aim of this conference.
The humanist adages - “All Lives are born
Equal” & “Every town is my town; Every
human is my kin” got rooted in this Dravidian
land even 2000+ years back.

The Central Theme of this Conference
is Humanism & Social Justice, under which
there are 10 sub themes as follows.

Humanism and Women'’s Rights
Humanism in Children

Day to Day Rational Thinking

Dispelling the myth of Astrology
Humanist Answers to the underprivileged
Social Justice & Tamil History

Dravidian Model of Social Justice
Humanism in Education (free from
Indoctrination)

9. Humanism in Health & Wealth

10. Humanist Answers to the Tamils &
Immigrants

© N oA WDN =~
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At this Conference, Social Justice will be
celebrated, not only in speech but in action
too. There is a Meal Packing event for the
benefit of the impoverished children living
in countries with a low human development
index, and all the participants of the
conference are going to lend their hands in
this exercise. There is going to be a Book Fair
and special book releases. From Tamil Nadu,
a Team from Dravidar Kazhagam under the
leadership of Aasiriyar Dr. K. Veeramani is
travelling to the Conference. We wish the
International Humanism Conference on
Social Justice, a grand success.

This issue of Dravida Pozhil contains 5
Research Papers.

1. Tamil Literature from Sangam to Modern
Period - What does a search of the Tamil
Electronic data reveal?

2. Educational Development in the Dravidian
Model and Current Issues in Education.

3. Thirukkural in
Translation)

4. Contemporary Fake News: An Analysis of
Issues identified in Sri Lanka

5. Dravidian Movement & Trade Union
Movement (Posts & Telecommunications)
in Tamil Nadu

German (Karl Graul

Please immerse yourself in these papers
from varied domains and share them with your
academic communities. Let the Dravidian
Academic Journey, cross the oceans and
attain glory all over the globe.

- The Board of Editors.

*  Prof. Dr. Kannabiran Ravishankar
*  Prof. Dr. P. Jagadeesan

e Prof. Dr. P. Kalimuthu

e Prof. Dr. Sp. Thinnappan

*  Prof. Dr. Nam. Srinivasan

* Dr. Soma llangovan

* Dr.V.Neru

6 ayae - @@L tbut 2022 HIAIL E)Uﬂlﬂ'ﬁi]



International Humanism Conference on Social Justice
Toronto, Canada — Sep 24 & 25, 2022

Periyar International USA, (Pl) has
partnered with Center for Inquiry Canada
(CFIC), Humanist Canada (HC)and Humanist
Association of Toronto (HAT) to host the
3rd International Humanism Conference on
Social Justice during Sep 24 and 25, 2022 in
Toronto, Canada.

Founded in 1994, Periyar International
champions  the ideas of  Periyar
E.V.Ramasamy (1879 — 1973), a Tamil Indian
social activist who promoted the principles
of rationalism, self-respect, women’s rights
and eradication of the caste system that
afflicted (and still afflicts) parts of India. His
opposition to the system which used religion
as a weapon to subjugate, and as a mask
to deceive the innocent masses, led him
to a career of social activism and political
awakening. Periyar International works to
continue his legacy of engaging minds across
the globe on humanism, rationality and social
justice.

Successful iterations of these
conferences were held at Cologne, Germany
(2017) and Washington DC (2019) where
sessions discussed self-respect, women
empowerment and feminism from a
humanist perspective, political critique and
activism, humanism among youth, dispelling
superstition and building community. The
upcoming Toronto conference focuses on the
central theme: Humanism and Social Justice
while continuing to address sub themes such
as:

1. Humanism and Women’s Rights
2. Humanism in Children
3. Day to Day Rational Thinking

ra

Dispelling the myth of Astrology

5. Humanist Answers to

underprivileged

Social Justice & Tamil History

7. Dravidian Model of Social Justice

8. Humanism in Education (free from
Indoctrination)

9. Humanism in Health & Wealth

10. Humanist Answers to the Tamils &
Immigrants

the

o

Speakers at previous conferences
included leaders from the American Humanist
Association (AHA), the Secular Coalition for
America, the Secular Student Alliance (SSA),
American Atheists, the Washington Ethical
Society, and the Washington Area Secular
Humanists.

In the same vein, global academicians
from Canada, India, US, Europe, Sri Lanka,
Singapore, Malaysia and the Middle East
along with speakers from local rationalist
and humanist organizations form the panel
of speakers at the Toronto conference.
Also included in the two-day schedule are
Meal Packing for impoverished children,
workshops, short film, kids’ contests, musical
presentations, book fair and book releases.

Prof. Dr. Kannabiran Ravishankar and Dr.
Soma llangovan are the chief organizers of
this event working closely with the Toronto
Humanist chapters. Registration for this
event is available at https://periyaricon22.ca/

Let’'s globalize Periyar & ‘periyarize’ the
Globe! The clarion call of Dravidian Model is
going to ring from a Global Stage. We wish
the Conference, a grand success. ]

Excerpts from the Introductory Article ‘Critical Links’— a monthly edition of the Center for Inquiry Canada (CFIC)

DRAVID
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Tamil Literature from

Sangam to Modern Period:
What does a search of the Tamil
Electronic data reveal?

Prof. Dr. Vasu Renganathan

University of Pennsylvania, USA

Abstract

A systematic study of the Tamil language
from Sangam to Modern period from a
historical perspective may reveal that
there does exist a continuum of changes
that occurred from one stage to another in
Tamil language. Without such a study, any
synchronic description of Tamil would only
reflect its complexity in an overwhelming
way. In other words, The Tamil language,
the way it is now with a museum of complex
forms, expressions and grammatical
constructions, both in written and spoken
variety, demonstrates a vast number of
linguistic characteristics at phonological,
morphological and syntactic levels, that
require a comprehensive diachronic study to
fully understand them in a coherence way. In
this respect an extensive electronic database
of Tamil texts from all of the stages along with
a powerful query tool to search texts from
various dimensions is indispensable. This
paper is an attempt to illustrate how such an
electronic database for Tamil (http://sangam.
tamilnlp.com) can be used extensively
to study some of the morphological and

syntactic behaviors of Tamil from a historical
point of view."

Introduction

Upon exploring the Tamil electronic
database consisting of a variety of data
ranging from the Sangam to Modern Tamil,
especially by employing the principles of
historical linguistics, one may immediately
be able to notice that the changes that
underwent throughout the history of Tamil
language exhibit a systematic, regular and
what one may attribute as a set of colorful
changes in it. Phonological, morphological
and syntactic changes that took place to this
language one after another in a sequential
manner contributed to the dearth of
complexity as we see now as modern Tamil
(both spoken and written) — a language that
many have attempted to study it using many
grammars and dictionaries in many different
points of views!

What may one illustrate it in a minuscule is
that when words or combination of words and
suffixes undergo all possible phonological
rules onthem, either successively at one point

An earlier version of this paper was read in the tenth International Tamil internet conference of INFITT held in Philadelphia
and subsequently published in the proceedings: http://www.uttamam.org/papers/tic2011.pdf.

DRAVID
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of time or periodically at different stages, what
results is a set of the most complex forms
that can be understood in terms of many
dichotomies such as social versus regional
dialect; spoken versus written variety; high
versus low register; casual versus platform
speech and so forth. Thus, attempting to
learn this language that contains such a
complex set of shades of variations does
indeed pose a greater level of difficulty than
normal for any second language learner.
Not only does it become a big challenge to
any second language learner in having to
comprehend and use these multiple facets
of this language, but it also becomes an
immense task for an instructor/evaluator as
to how one can judge the competency of a
learner who attempts to master it!

Thus, by not familiarizing oneself with
the myriad of complexities within the Tamil
language, either from a historical or purely
from a synchronic point of view, one may
tend to attribute each of these varieties
as belonging to a separate language;
and subsequently consider the variations
therein as haphazard and random. Upon
studying the Tamil language variations from
a historical point of view, one may easily
note that such variations are vibrant and
quite regular, and notably they conform to a
logical sequence of changes. In this respect,
no form of Tamil, either it is spoken or
written, is neither random nor spontaneous
in nature. Not to mention the fact that any
study of diaspora Tamil of any region, without
such a systematic account from a historical
point of view, would only result to provide an
unscientific description of the language of the
respective region.

Language change occurs as a result
of both internal as well as external
causes. Internal causes are a) application
of more than one phonological rule on
agglutinative words; b) undergoing many
naturally occurring linguistic processes
such as, grammaticalization, reanalysis,
metaphorization etc., in the language (See
Renganathan 2010). The external causes,

10

on the other hand, can be attributed to
such factors like ‘foreign language contact’,
‘bilingualism’, ‘language dominance’, and so
on to name a few. Not to mention the fact
that over the period of a long history, Tamil
language did undergo many changes both
due to internal as well as external causes.
Prakrit, Sanskrit, Persian, Portuguese,
and more recently the English language
contributed enormously to the development/
distortion of Tamil language in a number of
different ways.

Interestingly, many Tamil language
movements, both conscious as well as
unconscious, such as ‘language purisnm’,
‘official language planning’, ‘language
standardization’, ‘Tamilization’, ‘coining new
vocabularies’ and so on contributed to the
retention of many of these variations within
it without having to undergo any extinction in
any subtlest manner possible. Many of the
so called indigenous and historically relevant
Tamil words and morphological and syntactic
forms - although not all of them - from the
Sangam era are still extant in modern Tamil
in one way or another: in one dialect or
another, in one speech form or another, or in
one register or another.

This particular behavior of the Tamil
language poses as a big threat not only for
its continued consideration as an individual
language, but also for its continued use
of indigenous and historically significant
forms under various labels as ‘pure Tamil’,
‘Sangam Tamil’, ‘Chastised Tamil’ and so on.
Ironically, the major threat comes mostly from
the judgments of second language learners
for whom these historically relevant changes
and existence of complex variations pose as
a major hurdle in learning the language in a
casual manner.

Delving into complexity — A case
in point is the use of the verb en
(s16) - ‘to say':

Almost all of the grammatical categories
in Tamil have a systematic history behind
them, and accounting all of them may
require enormous amount of time and
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energy. An attempt is made in this section to
trace the various use of the Tamil quotative
marker ereTmy - enru - ‘that’ and its historical
development, especially by making use of
the electronic data extensively. Use of the
verb eresr - en ‘to say’ can be taken as one of
the instances for the contribution of complex
forms in Tamil. This verb has undergone
a wide range of alterations throughout the
history of the Tamil language, but yet, it is still
in use in the modern language the way it was
during the Sangam period - perhaps with a
greater number of characteristics which were
not prevalent at its earlier stages. Unlike
any other verb, this verb exhibits many
structural gaps in modern written variety, but,
significantly, not in spoken Tamil.

Learning to master all of the uses of
this verb, especially in spoken Tamil, is
definitely one of the major challenges to
any second language learner for the main
reason that it not only underwent the process
of grammaticalization, but also shows an
agglutinative structure that is very difficult
to comprehend and use by any non-native
speaker of the language. This verb was
used both as a regular lexical form as well
as a grammatical form representing the
‘complementizer’ in the Tamil language.
Both the forms of eresrmy - enru - ‘that’ and
TRTLIG) eTaImayeTested - enpatu/enral/enal
- ‘the fact that’ had their equivalents both in
old and modern Tamil.

Asearch of the database using a number of
combinations, including eresr, e16sTm), 6TGTAIL,
etarmGlsmear and so on would reveal that
besides the many of the finite forms of this
verb, what underwent a significant change
at a later period are the forms of negative
adverbial (erevrewrig - ennatu - ‘without
telling’) and nominal derivative (eresrestren o
— ennamai - ‘not saying’), which do not show
any equivalent in modern literary Tamil.

QBLd UL euew Crrul mmieuert
erasteerg (Kali. 28)
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arum patar avala noy arruval ennatu

‘Without revealing the fact that she would
experience the contagious love disease...’

9w 9@ L eratarmento (Aham. 191)

ariya akum ennamai ..

‘Not saying that s.t. would be intricate to
accomplish...’

Notably , the Modern Tamil equivalents of
the suffixes — atu and - amai such as — amal
(eg. collamal ‘without saying’ *ennamal) and
-atatu (collatatu ‘that which was not said’
*ennatatu) respectively tend to occur with
the verb en only in spoken Tamil but not
in the corresponding literary variety. What
turns out to be the crux of the issue here
is the obscure nature of the spoken Tamil
equivalents of the verb en ‘say’ in present,
past and future forms, which normally occur
as a single or clustered consonant: =i’
(ursCGomiGmesr - 'pakrérirén - ‘| say that |
see’, Glgmeomrmiprer - colrariran - ‘he says
that he tells’); essresr-nn’ (1mdCm essrGewresr
- pakrénnén - ‘| said that | see’); and wHLi-
‘mp’ (C&s1®LiICLdGLier - kotuppémpén - ‘|
will say that | would give’) respectively (Cf.
Search: ngr, eresr%)w). The obscure form of
this suffix, its complex clause construction
in an agglutinative form, along with the non-
existence of some of the conjugations of this
verb in written Tamil contribute enormously
to the complexity of spoken Tamil.

* u@eummsTGl - varu-van-n-ame -
‘without saying that he would arrive..’

e qugomL QL misrGlp vara-matt-en-n-amae
‘without saying that | won’t come...’

* Y GmESTHE - aku(m)-n-ata-tu - ‘saying
that s.t. wouldn’t happen’

+ Gsuummisnzsg -  ké(l)-pp-an-at-atu -
‘saying that he wouldn’t ask’

Notably, these, supposedly, commonly
occurring forms in spoken Tamil do not
have any parallel in written Tamil, as a
result it generates a structural gap in the
corresponding written variety of Tamil.
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What one can attribute to this phenomenon
is that the spoken Tamil exhibits a perfect
continuum from Sangam to the present time
as it continues to retain the structure that one
can attest from old Tamil, but this is not the
case with the corresponding written variety of
Tamil, which exhibits a structural gap in terms
of not exhibiting the equivalents of amal and
amai with the verb ‘en’.

+ varuvén enkamal (*eu 5 Ceu et 676515 ML)

e varamattén enkamal

GTGIISHTLDGD)

(*eugtom” Gr_evr

+ akum enkatatu (*<,@ L eTaTHTSS))
+ kétpan enkatatu (*GCsL L6 e16815M155))

If the form erewrsmned - ‘enkamal is
nonexistent in modern written Tamil, but
only found in spoken Tamil as in -nkama, a
question arises as to when and how the form
enka as an infinitive form of this verb lost its
use in the history of Tamil language? The
other alternative point of view would be to
consider this form as an innovation in spoken
Tamil but not in modern Tamil. Note that the
Sangam Tamil form erest% - enka occurs as
an ‘optative form’ to mean ‘let it be said’, but
not as infinitive form of the verb ‘en’.

BTG 61T m? 2ergesr 61651G%Hm? (Puram

49).
natan enko? Gran enko?

‘Would | call him a country person or a
town person?’

Lleresmalied FeT LoewaTallenis &Tam)Lb
wHPEFFwTn ursFepuied @Qeflw guled
Gl mer@m e etesrs. (Mullaip paattu 11).

‘pinnalil tan manaiviyaik kanum
makircciyar pacaraiyil iniya tuyil kolkinran
enka’

‘Assume that he takes a comfortable nap
at the jail with the prevailing thought that he
would see his wife in the future!’

However, neither the Sangam Tamil forms
such as ennamai or ennatu, nor the relatively
more recent forms such as enamal or enatu
do not seem to have any parallels in written
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Tamil, but as we noticed above, they do
occur in spoken Tamil with their root forms
of the verb m1 -1’ evdreser - ‘N0’ and 1oLs - ‘mp’
in a relatively large number of conjugations.

This is particularly true for the fact that
one can observe from the search results
of the electronic database using the forms
such as era@ml and erermGsmer Which
especially use of the aspectual auxiliaries
such as @@ - itu (definitive auxiliary) and
G mar - kol (reflexive auxiliary). Along with
the progressive auxiliary form Q&mesrig 5 -
kontiru, these forms seemed to have been
attested only starting from the medieval
bhakti literature, especially from Tirumular’s
Tirumantiram, as cited below.

fGa1 yfeves SPDepsI TP B
(Tirum. 2033)

arivé arivaiarikinratu enrittu

‘having said that Knowledge knows the
knowledge...’

reu  Qu@bieny eraiGlamear  afGr
(Tirum. 506)

Tva perumpilai enrukolliré

‘Assume that s.t. would result to a great
fault’

Surprisingly, like in the earlier cases
of negative verbal participle and verbal
derivative form, these constructions also
do not exhibit in parallel in modern written
variety, but only found widely in spoken Tamil.

GTGUGVT(IHLD B CeumbgmiL L mmigs!
(6T (LD 6 (hGeuTLDd 6TeTmIAINL L TH%eT)
ellarum varu-v-om-nu-tt-anka!

‘Everyone proclaimed affirmatively that

they would come)
orevtesT b eIGrGles &

aTen) B 19 (55 6)5?

Lor(h

(cf. http://[sangam.tamilnlp.com/ search:
)

(6TGOTGHT or ()
O eIy (5% P D TUI?
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ennae matu Krtu-nnu-kittiru-kk-ae?

‘Why do you keep calling me a water
buffalo?’

BCw 6103515 & CouaitanisGsm!
niyé etu-tt-u-kku-v-én-nu-kko

‘Proclaim that you would take everything
for yourself’

What do these exceptional forms imply is
that ‘spoken Tamil’ and ‘written Tamil’ seem
to have followed two different historical paths
from Sangam to modern Tamil and in this
respect the spoken Tamil seems to show
a richer structure than the written Tamil,
especially in terms of retaining more number
of archaic forms than the corresponding
written version. This is in opposition to
those instances of modern Tamil where new
structures evolved and no traces of which
can be found either in Sangam or in medieval
Tamil.

An example may bethe case of experience
subject construction, which is new to modern
Tamil, but not in Sangam Tamil, as in yan
viyarttanan ‘I was sweat’ as opposed to
enakku viyarkkiratu (cf. Murugaiyan 2004).
Yet another feature from a historical point of
view is loss of medieval and Sangam forms
which do not have any trace in modern
Tamil. Acase in point is the use of imperative
suffixes —min (kélmin - ‘listen’) and —anmin
(kdranmin - ‘do not utter’) etc., which do
not have any occurrence in any identical
forms in modern Tamil (cf. Renganathan
2010). Identifying the point of time in which
these changes occurred is an endeavor that
requires analyses of text of different genre in
a thorough manner.

Yet another advantage of studying
word forms that underwent many changes
historically using electronic data is that it is
possible for one to trace the trajectories of
the cause of certain changes over the period
of time in a systematic manner. One of such
phenomena is authors’ handling of a
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particular style causing the development
of new categories. One of them that may
be sited here is the formation of the modern
Tamil modal auxiliary lam. It may be stated
that various use of the combination of the
infinitive suffix —al with the neuter future form
of verb aku ‘become’ in ancient Tamil later
caused the formation of lam. An extensive
search using the keys such as em@GLo,
wrGLo, eyid 94, GLo, eyiLd 9@ Lh etc., one may
notice that the modal auxiliary lam came into
existence in modern Tamil by the linguistic
process of reanalysis due to various use of
this structures by poet saints.

Consider for example the expression kétu
untu enral tunintu colal akum — Manimekalai
and its modern Tamil equivalent kétu
irukkum enkir-atu tunintu collalam (Modern
Tamil) ‘One may say for sure that there
would be a devastation’, where the syntactic
construction colal akum ‘saying is possible’
is found to be occurring with many different
combinations synonymously, as in colal am
- after phonological reduction of akum to
am; colla lam with a reanalysis of verb forms
and so on (see Renganathan 2010: pp.
171-73 for a detailed study of this change).
By toggling between the selections of the
bhakti, Sangam and modern literatures using
the above search keys, one can notice the
various use of this combinations more in
bhakti texts than in Sangam texts.

Search techniques and need for a
tagged Corpora:

Perhaps an advance search technique
with  many combinatory possibilities is
needed to successfully derive all of the
intended and unattested forms from all of the
genres of Tamil language. ldeally, one may
want to search text in many complex ways,
like ‘words that end in particular suffix (-vitu;
kir; kol etc.), sentences with a particular
combination of words (dative subject and
psychological verbs; subject with the suffix al
and modal verbs like -onn, -iyal etc.) and so
on. Even though such sophisticated search
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possibilities is yet to be made available for
Tamil using any conceivable tagged corpus
as discussed in detail in Renganathan(2001),
Baskaran et al (2008) etc., with the current
database, however, storing text in Unicode
does offer some work around. For example,
if one intends to retrieve all of the word forms
with the suffix -itu, al, -ukku and so on, one
can use the Unicode glyphs of the initial
vowels, as in 1@, ©re, e 8@ respectively
to accomplish this task.

This method can be considered as a
substitute for any equivalent method of
information retrieval using tagged corpus,
which would normally contain all of the affixes
parsed and stored separately in a more
systematic manner. Absence of any such
tagged corpus and an intelligent parser for all
of the genres of Tamil texts from Sangam to
Modern Tamil, one requires to use this kind
of alternative search methods to accomplish
the task. Among many others, the other
significant advantages of using electronic
data may be making dialect geographies
from a historical point of view, attempting to
find the chronology of authors and texts and
SO on.
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Educational Development in
the Dravidian Model and
Current Issues in Education

S.N.ANBUMANI, wadurai

Abstract:

Education is much needed for a society
to develop culturally, economically and
politically. Leaders from the Justice Party,
Periyar, Anna and the Dravidian Movement
in general, have contributed to the model
of Education during their respective periods
to develop Wholesome Education in Tamil
Nadu. That has progressively evolved as
Dravidian Model as of today. Many schemes
were introduced under this model for the
sake of students and their needs.

Tamil  Nadu
development in

tops in  educational
the areas of: Access
to Education, Infrastructure and other
Developmental Schemes, yet lacks in
the measurement of the overall learning
outcome. This needs to be discussed and
addressed to solve the current problems in
the educational system. When the overall
learning outcome is measured and managed,
the ultimate aim of Dravidian Model will be
achieved and realized.

Keywords:

Education, Periyar, Dravidian Model,
Mother Tongue, Tamil Nadu.
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Essay:

Nelson Mandela once said that, "Education
is the most powerful weapon which you can
use tochange the world". Educationis also the
sharpest weapon. When a society gets that
weapon, it conquers most fields of the world.
But, without a proper leader with a vision and
political support for developing the system
of education, it is not possible for the society
to leverage with that weapon of Education.
Tamil Nadu is a land of great leaders who
developed the system of education in the
state. Due to the efforts of Periyar & Anna,
Tamil Nadu has always focused to maintain
social justice by providing for access to
education, so that all people from all sections
of the society can learn.

"The Education that man needs is,
only to make him fit to live his life in
freedom. Only education, self-respect and
rational qualities will uplift the downtrodden.
The people of a land should first of all be
educated if they are to seek progress, to lead
a good and cultured life, and to gain a proper
understanding in the spheres of politics,
economics and industry. It is not temples
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that we need today, but schools. Knowledge
can bring about many miracles. Therefore,
we do need today, schools that will be the
basis for imparting knowledge. It is essential
that education in our country should have
two cardinal aims. Firstly, education should
foster rationality and feelings of self-respect.
Secondly, it should be conducive to lead a
better life through a job or trade". (1)

Periyar has clearly explained in the
above passage on what is education, how it
is important for the downtrodden people to
develop themselves culturally, economically
and politically, and what is the ultimate aim of
education. The rulers of Tamil Nadu clearly
understood Periyar's view of education.
That's why they have implemented a lot
of educational schemes for the benefit of
students in the state.

Journey of Educational Development
in Tamil Nadu:

Development of Education in Tamil Nadu
began with the efforts of the Justice Party.
In response to representations by the Justice
Party leader P. Theagaraya (Chetty), the
Justice Party government allotted one anna
per student to provide a noon meal scheme
in selected schools in Chennai Corporation
through a G.O in 1922.

Schemes like scholarships and financial
aid for oppressed caste students were
introduced, in addition to providing hostels for
them. Natesa (Mudaliar), a founder member
of the Justice Party, who ran the Dravidian
Home, a hostel for students from the non-
brahmin communities pursuing education in
Chennai. (2)

Nowadays, lot of foreign countries and
other states of India are introducing midday
meal schemes in Schools, but the Justice
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Party's P. Theagaraya (Chetty) introduced it
way back in 1922 and it continues even now
in Tamil Nadu. This was the early success
of the Dravidian Model. Justice Party
played a huge role in social reforms and it
is the pioneer of educational development
in Tamil Nadu.

Even today, we see that a few youngsters
in rural areas miss their education and
pointlessly engage in caste fights in village
festivals. Imagine those olden days when
caste fights were the order of the day and how
cruel would it have been. Due to the hostel
scheme by Natesa (Mudaliar) a lot of non-
brahmin youngsters went away from their
rural wandering and developed themselves
in education and attained a good position in
the society.

After Justice Party’s rule in Tamil Nadu,
Periyar’s good friend - Kamarajar's period
saw a major role in the development of
primary education in Tamil Nadu.

In 1954, Kamaraj not only reopened the
closed schools (which were closed by C.
Rajagopalachari aka Rajaji), but also started
new schools in rural and remote areas,
increasing the percentage of school-going
children of 6-11 years from 45% to 75%, in
a span of seven years. The midday meal
scheme was reintroduced by the Congress
government in 1956 under the Chief Minister
Kamaraj, who also hailed from an oppressed
caste background. (3)

Kamarajar was the savior of primary
school students in those days, because he
not only opened the closed schools, but also
thousands of new schools for students in
areas nearby to them. He not only opened
these schools, but also encouraged the
student's family to send the children to
schools, by providing midday meal for the
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students. This period laid a strong foundation
for primary education in Tamil Nadu. That's
why Kamarajar is called as kalvi kaN
thiRantha Kamarajar & also by the honorific
perunthalaivar (great leader).

After Kamarajar, Arignar Anna led the
Dravidian Party - DMK to victory in 1967,
and one of the major poll-promises they
fulfilled was: to waive the tuition fees for poor
students of all castes in the pre-university and
pre-technical courses. They also opened up
hostels for SCs and OBCs. Free education
up to P.U.C was one among the many notable
schemes introduced for the poor people by
the DMK. (4)

Arignar Anna’s major scheme of
providing free education up to Pre-
University Course for the poor, lifted Tamil
Nadu to greater heights in Education. It
was a major leap from Kamaraj to Anna,
from Primary to Higher Education.

After the DMK rule, during the period of
ADMK in 1982, the then Chief Minister M.G.
Ramachandran reformatted the midday meal
scheme to nutritious noon meal scheme. By
this scheme lot of poor students benefited
and as a result enrollment of students in
primary schools gradually increased.

Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi when he took
over as Chief Minister again, introduced the
EVR Nagammaiar Ninaivu Free Education
Scheme during 1989-1990 during the DMK
rule. It provided free college education for
girls whose annual family income was less
than Rs. 12,000.

This was again a major leap from Anna
to Kalaignar, as it opened up female
literacy in Tamil Nadu to record heights.

Kalaignar again reformatted the nutritious
noon meal scheme with supply of eggs
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along with nutritious meals, and this modified
scheme was introduced by the DMK from
1998 onwards. In addition, Free supply of
text books and note books to the children of
widows was also introduced during the DMK
rule. An average of 4000 children benefited
under this scheme.

To encourage students from rural
background in professional studies, the DMK
government under Kalaignar Karunanidhi
introduced 15% reservation.

'Vazhvoli  thittam' in schools was
introduced by Kalaignar Karunanidhi, in
1999-2000 during DMK's rule. This scheme
was implemented in government and
government-aided schools. As a first step,
medical checkup was conducted for 59 lakh
students free of cost and 29 lakh of them were
provided proper medical attention. Health
is Wealth and only in a sound body can
exist a sound mind. Students for the first
time in Tamil Nadu, gained free access to
Healthcare along with Education.

To encourage student performance in
the SSLC and Higher Secondary classes,
the DMK also introduced a scheme for
helping poor students. According to this plan,
granting scholarships in Higher Education for
the first three rank-holders in state and district
levels in the SSLC and Higher Secondary
Examinations was introduced. This scheme
was implemented in 1996. Large number
of poor students in various districts got
benefited by this scheme.

The DMK Government under
Kalaignar was also very proactive to
introduce Computer Training scheme for
government college students during the
early 2000s itself, in anticipation of the
software boom. This opened up enormous
opportunities for students to seek their
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career in software and even go overseas and
take up a lifelong career in reputed global
organizations.

A Free bus pass scheme for students was
also introduced by the DMK government
to subsidize their travel costs to schools &
colleges. Tamil Nadu Samacheer School
Education Legislation - 2010 was enacted
to implement an equitable education system
throught Tamil Nadu. (5)

After Kamarajar & Arignar Anna,
Kalaignar Karunanidhi played a huge role in
the development of education in the state of
Tamil Nadu. It put the students of Tamil Nadu
on a strong footing in Education.

Free laptop scheme for government and
government-aided higher secondary school
students was introduced by the ADMK
government in 2011. It also introduced free
bicycle scheme, Free uniform, school bags
& school supplies like pencils, geometry box
and atlas. Special cash incentive scheme for
government and government-aided school
students who pursue class 10th, 11th and
12th were awarded Rs. 1500, 2000 and
5000 respectively. (6) In the ADMK, after Mr.
M.G.Ramachandran, Ms. Jayalalitha also
played a role in the development of education
in Tamil Nadu.

Currently, our Hon’ble Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin from the DMK, has announced
the provision of nutritious breakfast in the
morning, to students of classes 1-5 in all
government schools on all working days, in
addition to the nutritious meals in the noon.
He also announced an upgrade 25 higher
secondary government schools to Model
Schools to emulate the standard in the
National Capital — New Delhi. He has also
announced a monthly stipend of Rs. 1000 for
girl students who pursue higher education in
government schools.
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Thus, we saw in the quick journey of
the above paragraphs, how Educational
Development in Tamil Nadu from Justice
Party to the current DMK, has been vigorously
pursued under the Dravidian Model. Tamil
Nadu has always excelled in nurturing
education and upliftment of the students. The
state of Tamil Nadu has a much higher Index
in Education, than many other states of North
India.

Educational Qutcomes in Tamil
Nadu:

Let us examine some metrics & data in
this section and quantify the benefits of
education through various schemes under
the Dravidian Model that we saw in the last
section. According to the 2017-2018 report
of the All-India Survey on Higher Education
(AISHE), 48.6% of Tamil Nadu’s youth in the
age group of 18-23 years, are engaged in
some form of higher education or the other,
which is one of nation’s highest. Access to
tertiary education is also relatively inclusive,
with 42% of youth among the oppressed
castes & SCs are being enrolled in higher
education, as against 21.8% at the all-India
level.

The average pupil-teacher ratio and pupil-
classroom ratio is also far better in Tamil Nadu
as compared to the all-India average. The
NITI (National Institution for Transforming
India) Aayog's school education quality
index (SEQI) for the year 2016-17 classifies
Tamil Nadu and Kerala as the best in school
education in India.

As per the National Sample Survey (NSS)
71stround (2014), the average expenditure of
a higher secondary student in a government
school in Tamil Nadu is Rs. 2862 which is less
than half the all-India average of Rs. 6916.
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Tamil Nadu does well in most other
educational indicators as well. It ranks first
in terms of GER (gross enrollment ratio)
in middle school and third in terms of the
composite index of elementary education.
As per the last educational development
index (composite index of averages with
many variables like access, infrastructure,
teachers and outcomes) computed by the
National University of Educational Planning

and Administration (NUEPA), Tamil Nadu
tops among the major states in India.

The latest report of the Ministry of Human
Resource Development (MHRD) also places
Tamil Nadu at the top, in terms of access &
equity and fifth place in infrastructure. Let
us see some graphic — charts & data in the
following section, that will 2demonstrate the
development indices of Tamil Nadu.

Graphic 1: Percentage of Children enrolled in Private Schools

TAMIL NADU
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Source: 2011 ASER Report, page 3
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(Source: https://prayatna.typepad.com/education/datastatistics)
Graphic 2: Basic Infrastructure in Primary Schools (2015)

Percentage of Schools with
States Kitchen Shed | Drinking Water | Urinal for Boys | Separate Toilet | Schools having

for Cooking for girls electricity
Andhra 55.6 93.9 99.6 99.6 91.7
Pradesh
Karnataka 94.8 100 98.9 99.5 96.8
Kerala 92.9 99.5 96.9 98.5 95.6
Gujarat 96.1 100 99.9 99.9 99.2
Maharashtra 90.2 99.6 98.8 99.1 90.6
Tamilnadu 96.6 100 99.6 99.8 98.6
India 79.8 95.8 96.5 97.0 52.4

(Source :The Dravidian Model ,Cambridge University Press, United Kingdom pp-58)
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Graphic 3: Expenditure on Higher Education per Capita)

Expenditure £ Ca!uta Salary
' Expenditure )

State on ngher on Higher expenditure as

Education as Educetion a % of .total

% of GSDP (18-23 years) expenditure
Tamil Nadu 1.50% 13,104 90%
| Andhra Pradesh 0.85% 5,892 75%
Kerala 0.68% 6.639 95%
Bihar 0.55% 1,221 87%
Gujarat 0.39% 2,958 84%
Karnataka 0.21% 1.410 88%
Maharashtra 0.14% 1.091 92%
SRRy B tons Source: MHRD

(Source: DECCAN CHRONICLE March31,2019)

Graphic 4: Female llliteracy
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20 aaeo - @aLbut 2022 Sl ﬁ]l][ﬂﬂl[ﬂ]



Graphic 5: Tamil Nadu Report Card — Class 10

Tamil Nadu Report Card

Overall Achievement Score

Percentage of children at Percentage of children at

Mean
District Name basic and below basic proficient and advance
Percentages)
level level

1 PERAMBALUR 394 750 250
2 EROOE 388 73 23
3 COIMBATORE 73 3 207
B SIVAGANGAI 364 s 185
5 MADURAI 363 823 177
6 DINDIGUL 362 823 177
7 TIRUPPUR 358 84 159
8 TIRUNELVEL 3ss 826 174
9 TIRUCHIRAPPALLI iss s2s 172
10 KRISHNAGIR! 56 L 173
n NAMAKKAL 382 8.7 163
12 THANJAVUR 349 84S 158
13 THOOTHUKXUO! 347 861 139
14 VIRUDHUNAGAR 345 853 147
15 KARUR 343 84 159
16 RAMANATHAPURAM 340 856 144
17 DHARMAPURI 3s 865 135
18 NAGAPATTINAM 333 863 137
19 ARIYALUR 33 866 134
20  TIRUVARUR 32 880 120
n PUDUKKOTTAI 330 885 ns
22 THENI 328 884 1ns

(Source: National Achievement Survey 2021)
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Graphic 6: Tamil Nadu Report Card — Class 8
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However, the learning outcome has
been a source of concern. Overall learning
outcomes are relatively poor with the ministry
report placing the state in the seventeenth
position. (7).

On Jun 5 2022, Tamil Nadu held the top
position with states of Punjab, Chandigarh
and Kerala in Performance Grading Index in
School Education. This survey is composed
of various parameters including access,
infrastructure, equity and learning outcomes.
(8). But the National Achievement Survey
2021, places Tamil Nadu students’ learning
outcome below the national average. (9).

The advances made by the Dravidian
Movement in Tamil Nadu’s Educational index
are solely due to the vision of our leaders of
the Dravidian Stock. Gross Enroliment Ratio
is an index that Tamil Nadu can proudly
attribute to the Dravidian Model.

According to recent surveys, we in Tamil
Nadu are also at the top in the infrastructure
index, access to education and educational
equity, but our learning outcome is relatively
low. There is a decline in learning outcome
and this must be addressed and discussed
sincerely. Only then we can identify the
contributing factors to the problem and
resolve them.

Problems in Education:

In education, for each and every small
thing, you have your point of view and you
ought to know about different points of views.
People with a lot of learning & knowledge
are in the highest positions of office in
every field. They achieved phenomenal
experience through their formal learning.
This is the reason that most of the scientists
and leaders prefer to have their education
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in their mother tongue like Dr. A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam, Dr. Mayilsamy Annadurai and Dr. K.
Sivan. These persons develop a great vision,
and that comes from their education in their
mother tongue. (10).

UNESCO suggests to start teaching a
second language to children above 10 years
of age or approximately while they are in
their 5th class. Kothari Commission (1964-
66) said, "The children are well versed in
their mother tongue before learning other
language". (11).

“The love of one's tongue is the foremost
of all loves that are required of the people
born in our land. | affirm again and again that
the love of the mother tongue is a must for
those born in Tamil Nadu”, says Periyar EVR.
(12)

Mother Tongue plays a major role in
building the children’s cognitive ability, but
unfortunately many of the today’s parents
are not considering it. Nowadays, people
don't live for their true aspirations, but live
for other people's expectations. This mindset
plays a major role in deciding the medium
of instruction for their children. Both the
educated and uneducated parents do the
same mistake. Because people want to
boast to other people that their children are
studying in premium schools, they go to the
extent of denying their children, the ability to
think, read and write in their mother tongue.
Most people put their children in English
medium schools from the start and some
even go to the extent of choosing a foreign
language instead of the mother tongue even
for the language classes. As a result, children
are pushed into a conflict between their
observations and cognitions. They struggle
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to grasp in the school, because children
observe something different in daily lives.
They observe their parents talking and doing
social things in their mother tongue, but the
school medium puts teaching & learning
only in English. This leads to confusion &
conflict. Children start to memorize words
without understanding. It in turn reduces
the children’s questioning & thinking ability.
Though they are getting good marks, they
are not able to think on their own. They only
commit everything to hard memory. This is a
huge disadvantage in the formative years of
school study.

Very recently, when the results of the 10th
class came out in Tamil Nadu, it shocked
everyone. Many students have failed in
their mother tongue (Tamil) language
examinations. We must address this on a top
priority, because it is the mother tongue for
most of the students in Tamil Nadu.

The next issue is that many students think
that the Mother Language is not needed
for higher studies or professional studies.
There should be a change in higher studies
curriculum and Tamil should be included
and taught seriously. Tamil school books
should be updated to reflect current &
modern technologies. More teachers should
be appointed for teaching Tamil or mother
tongue in schools.

If a society or country needs to develop
well, teachers must be in a good position in
that society. In Finland, it takes a full 7 years
to complete a teacher training study course.
People and Government adore the teaching
profession. Salary of the teachers is one of
highest in the country. Whereas, a Bachelor
of Education study course in Tamil Nadu in
the early days was just one year and very
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recently upgraded to 2 years. There are lakhs
of teacher training graduates in Tamil Nadu.

Also, not many people consider the issues
of teachers from the private schools. Both
the Government & Private school teachers
play a role in the overall learning outcome in
education. Many private school teachers are
not satisfied, as ultimately the society judges
them by their salaries. Private schools do
collect a lot of money from students, but they
don’t pay back their teachers well. After many
degree courses that teachers go through,
they end up working for a meagre salary,
that would not even cover their normal life
expenses. Lakhs of teachers are working
under such situations in schools. It affects
them on a psychological plane and that in
turn reflects in their teaching.

In my personal experience, when | was
a student in a private school, | had some
health issues and when | was trying to
explain to my teachers, no one considered
it. I can understand now what made them to
behave in that manner. They are simply not
inspired, but forced into teaching, which they
do grudgingly.

If there is no bond between the teacher
and the student, only machine-like learning
will happen. Many students are affected
every day in schools because of this multi-
pronged issue. Even a biller in a grocery
shop earns a five-digit salary but the private
school managements pay a meagre Rs.
3000 - 8000 to their teachers. This affects
the morale of the teachers, and it in turn
affects the learning outcome of the students.
Both the government and private school
teachers should be on parity with respect to
emoluments. They should also be trained in
psychology & counseling, in addition to the
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subject knowledge. This helps the teachers
to bond with their students and boost their
morale during education.

There should also be a continuous
upgrade mechanism for teachers to update
their subject knowledge and delivery skills.
Similarly, for the students, there should be a
separate talent test in addition to the regular
tests to boost the applied knowledge and
individuality of students. Gaps in the teaching
- learning process have to be identified and
bridged.

There is also a crucial problem in the
evaluation system. Students were taught to
obtain pass marks all the time, but in reality it
is not possible to fully succeed without failing
here and there. Teachers should counsel
students to accept failures, learn from them
and do their best the next time. There should
also be good career guidance sessions at
schools to expose the students to the realities
of the outside professional world. Children
should not be forced to fulfill the Parent’s
dream but to chase their own dreams with
passion. Parents should also understand
that every child is unique and every child's
world is different.

Lately, caste divisions in the society
have also become a major issue in schools.
Near Cheranmadevi in south Tamil Nadu,
a student was fatally attacked by a group
of students belonging to another caste. To
identify the Caste, colored bands are tied to
Students’ wrists, which is grossly inhuman
and indecent. Sporting bands or ropes in
specific colors have led to altercations and
verbal abuses. Scuffles were witnessed
inside schools and sometimes they have
spilled onto the streets too. (13)
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Parents should not encourage their
children to promote caste, by tying caste-
colored ropes on their wrists. It breeds
discrimination. Social Volunteer groups
like the NSS should create awareness in
this area. Caste system is rooted in the
young minds of students by the casteist
local people in the society. Because of this
education in rural areas get degenerated.
Parent-Teacher Associations should play
a major role to overcome such serious
social issues. Parent-Teacher coordination
can solve a lot of problems. Developing
infrastructures like smart class rooms and
other technologies should be employed
in schools to further facilitate the cause of
Education. There should be separate classes
to teach Periyar’s Rationality, Self-Respect
and Social Justice in schools. Also, classes
to teach environmental sciences should be
promoted.

If all these issues are addressed seriously
and remedial steps taken with constant
inputs from teachers, parents, volunteers
and the government, the state of Tamil Nadu
will lead in the index of overall learning
outcome, in addition to the already improved
indices like gross enrollment ratio, access
and infrastructure. Let's make the Overall
Learning Outcome our nextfocus and achieve
the true benefit of Education championed by
the Dravidian Model in Tamil Nadu.
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“There is substantial linguistic evidence favoring
Dravidian authorship of the Indus Civilization.

The evidence includes:

* The presence of Dravidian loanwords and loan
translations in the Rig Veda.

* The substratum influence of Dravidian on Indo-
Aryan as seen in phonological changes like
introduction of retroflex sounds, morphological
changes like switch-over from inflexion to post-
fixation, and near-identical syntactical structures
moving Indo-Aryan closer to Dravidian than to Indo-
European languages.

+ Computer analysis has shown that the Indus
language had only suffixes (as in Dravidian) and no
prefixes (as in Indo-Aryan) or infixes (as in Munda).

The Indus religion as revealed by pictorial depiction
on seals and sealings included worship of a buffalo-

- horned male god, mother-goddesses, the pipal
tree, the serpent and possibly the phallic symbol,
all of which are known to have been derived from
the aboriginal populations”.

(Interpreting the Indus Script: The Dravidian Solution
Convocation Address. Dravidian University — Feb 26 2015,
Kuppam. Andhra Pradesh, Union of India).

Prof. DrIRAVATHAM MAHADEVAN

National Fellow of the Indian Council of Historical Research.
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The Essence of Social Justice.

» “If a larger country oppresses a smaller country,
I'll stand with the smaller country.

* If the smaller country has a majoritarian religion
that oppresses minority religions, I'll stand with
minority religions.

+ If the minority religion has caste and one caste
oppresses another caste, I'll stand with the caste
being oppressed.

* Inthe oppressed caste, if an employer oppresses
his employee, I'll stand with the employee.

+ If the employee goes home and oppresses his
wife, I'll stand with that woman.

Overall, oppression is my enemy!”

Periyar E.V.R
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Abstract:

The trade activities initiated by the
Portuguese traders and the religious activities
that took place in the 16th to 18th CE in
the South Indian costal area had created
substantial interest among the English to
venture in trade activities in South India. The
enduring success of the English East India
Company has created deep interest to the
Danish Kingdom to focus on establishing
Trade in East, particularly in the Tamil Nadu
coastal area. The Danish East India company
was formed and it ventured in trade in the
East. Not limiting only to trade, the King had
interest to extend the Lutheranian religion in
this geography. As a result of this, Lutheran
priests arrived in Tharangampadi to spread
the gospel among the local people in Tamil
Nadu. The priests learnt to read and write
Tamil language. They mastered many Tamil
literatures and among them is Thirukkural.
This paper deals with the efforts taken in
translating Thirukkural in German Deutsch
language, particularly looking at the efforts of
Dr. Karl Graul.
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NBERG, b. Raw: Des Tiruwalluwer Gedichte
id Denkfpriiche. Aus der Tamaulilchen Sprache
serletzt von Awug. Friedr. Cimmerer , d. Weltw.
octor und kon. din. Miffionar in T'rankenbar.
103 192 S. 8. (12 gr.)

; Verdienft der von Halle nach Indien gegange-
nen Miffionarien, ihre Nebenftunden zu Be
nachung der dortigen Gelehrfamkeit anzuwen-
{t von Anfang herein grofser, als es insgemein
ant wird.  Ziegenbalg, Walter und B. Schulz
fchon in den dltern gedruckten Berichten und
sereit liegenden Hand{chriften manche fchine
ichten gegeben, und manches alte Vorurtheil
itigt; aber fie wurden zu wenig benutzt, und

fetzten. So fchwamm es in einer andern Gegen'
Land, und ward von einem kinderlofen Bramine
zogen. Der ]'\m%e Perali war indellen erwac!
ing als heiliger Philofoph auf Reifen, ward in
f‘laufejenes Braminen wohl aufgenommen, undm
vermeinten Tochter verheirathet. FEr erkannt
aber nach mehrern Jahren einer glicklichen EI
einem Mahlzeichen fiir das ausgefetzte Kind , unc
liefs fie. Der Pllegevater glaubte, fic milste d
eine Beleidigung Urfach gegeben haben, und b
ihr, ihm zu folgen, nm ihn zu ver{ohnen und zu
zu bringen, oder bey ibhm zu bleiben. Sie fanc
auch unterweges, und that alles Mogliche; aber
gebens, er blieb unerbittlich, und nach einiger
gen, da fie feft {chlief, ging er wieder heimlic
von. Sie getrauete fich nun nicht wieder zum ¥
und ward aus Mitleiden von einem andern Bran

wurde nachher, bey Dow, Sounerat und Jmes
sue Aufklirung angeprielen, was jene Lingft
r auch, und wohl noch beffer und genauer, ge-
atten. ~ Da fich alfo jetzt nichlt Hn. ol auch
als witrdiger Nachfolger an jenenur zu fehr ver
on verdienftvollen Minneran{chliefst: fo verdient

wieder als Kind aufgenommen. Nach deffen *
erbte fie auch mit den leiblichen Kindern fo viel,
fie ein Rubehaus fiir Pilgrimme bauete, fie unent
lich mit Milch und Frichten bewirthete, und o}
der Erzihlung ihrer Schickfale unterhielt. Nacl
sen Jahren kehrte auch ihr Mann da ein. un
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Social Endosmosis is Social Justice.

“An ideal society should be mobile, should be full
of channels for conveying a change taking place in
one part to other parts.

In an ideal society there should be many
interests consciously communicated and shared.
There should be varied and free points of contact
with other modes of association. In other words,
there should be social endosmosis.

This is fraternity, which is only another name for
democracy.

Democracy is not merely a form of Government.

It is primarily a mode of associated living, of

conjoint communicated experience. It is essentially

an attitude of respect and reverence towards
- fellowmen”.

(Annihilation of Caste)
Prof. Dr. B.R. AMBEDKAR , M.A., M.Sc., Ph.D., D.Sc.

Hon'ble Minister (1st Minister) of Law and Justice,
Union Of India (1947-51).

Minister of Labour in Viceroy's Executive Council (1942-46).

Chairman of the Constitution Drafting Committee -
Constituent Assembly of India (1946-50).

Member of Parliament - Rajya Sabha for Bombay State
(1952-56).
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| belong to the Dravidian stock

“l claim Sir, to come from a country, a part
in India now, but which | think, is of a different
stock, not necessarily antagonistic. | belong to
the Dravidian stock.

I am proud to call myself a Dravidian. That
does not mean that | am against a Bengali or a
Maharashtrian or a Gujarati. As Robert Burns has
stated, “A man is a man for all that”.

| say that | belong to the Dravidian stock and
that is only because | consider that the Dravidians
have got something concrete, something distinct,

- something different to offer to the nation at large”.

(maiden speech in the Indian Parliament — Council of
States (Rajya Sabha) — Apr 1962)

Dr. C.N. ANNADURAI

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Madras State & Tamil Nadu
(subsequently renamed), Union of India (1967-69)
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The Indus language is likely to have belonged
to the North Dravidian sub-branch represented
today by the Brahui, spoken in the mountain valleys
and plateaus of Afghanistan and Baluchistan, the
core area of the Early Harappan neolithic cultures,
and by the Kurukh spoken in North India from Nepal
and Madhya Pradesh to Orissa, Bengal and Assam.

The Sanskrit hypothesis, however, is difficult
to reconcile chronologically with the date of the
Indus civilisation (about the second half of the third
millennium B.C.) and antecedent Early Harappan
neolithic cultures which were responsible for its
creation.

(Deciphering the Indus Script
Originally published in Visible Religion, Vol. 6- A.J. Brill,
Leiden, Holland, 1988, pp. 114-135)

Prof. Dr.ASKO PARPOLA

Professor Emeritus, Department of World Cultures,
University of Helsinki, Finland.
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Tamil Literature from Sangam to Modern Period - What does a search
of the Tamil Electronic data reveal?

Prof. Dr. Vasu Renganathan, University of Pennsylvania, United States

An extensive electronic database of Tamil texts from Sangam to Modern Period,
along with a powerful query tool to search texts from various dimensions is
indispensable. This paper attempts to illustrate how such an electronic database
for Tamil can be used extensively to study some of the morphological and
syntactic behaviors of Tamil from a historical point of view.

Educational Development in the Dravidian Model and Current Issues in
Education

S.N. Anbumani

Dravidian Movement has immensely contributed to develop Wholesome
Education in Tamil Nadu. The State tops in educational development in the areas
of: Access to Education, Infrastructure and other Developmental Schemes, yet
lacks in the measurement of the overall learning outcome. This needs to be
discussed and addressed, to solve the current problems in the educational
system.

aemwrefu Aumflouwiife SHms@nst [srisw Syae aumglauuiiy).
(WemeuTeulT &. gvlimayf|eni], 61FhHLeufl

Lutheran priests arrived in Tharangampadi, learnt to read and write Tamil
language, and mastered many Tamil literatures and one among them is
Thirukkural. This paper deals with the efforts taken in translating Thirukkural in
German (Deutsch) language, particularly looking at the efforts of Dr. Karl Graul.
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