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Who are the Dravidians?

It is a fact that the term Dravidians and Nagas are merely two
different names for the same people. The Nagas were a very
ancient people. It must also be remembered that the Nagas
were in no way an aboriginal or uncivilised people. Not only
did the Naga people occupy a high cultural level but history
shows that they ruled a good part of India.

The word Dravida is the name of language of the people and
does not denote the race of the people.Nagas was a racial or
cultural name and Dravida was their linguistic name.

Thus the Dasas are the same as the Nagas and the Nagas are
the same as the Dravidians. In other words what we can say
about the races of India is that there have been at the most
only two races in the field, the Aryans and the Nagas.

S PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPOPPPOPT

(Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Writings and Speeches:
Vol.7 - The Untouchables? Part Ill, Chapter VII)

Prof. Dr. B. R. AMBEDKAR, M.A., M.Sc., Ph.D., D.Sc.

Hon’ble Minister (1st Minister) of Law and Justice,
Union Of India (1947-51).

Minister of Labour in Viceroy's Executive Council (1942-46).
Chairman of the Constitution Drafting Committee -
Constituent Assembly of India (1946-50).

Member of Parliament - Rajya Sabha for
Bombay State (1952-56).
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Preface

To All our Readers of Dravida Pozhil,
Vanakkam & Wishes for Social Justice.

This September, 24th & 25th, the 3rd
International Humanism Conference on
Social Justice was held in Toronto, Canada
by Periyar International USA (PI). Along
with PI, 3 other Global Organizations
— Center for Inquiry Canada (CFIC),
Humanist Canada (HC) & Humanist
Association of Toronto (HAT) joined hands
to conduct this conference. Academicians,
Scholars and Government Officials from
all over the World - Canada, United States,
Far Eastern Nations, India & Sri Lanka —
participated, presented papers and gave
lectures in this conference. The clarion call

of the Dravidian Model has started to ring
from a Global Stage.

Introducing the Dravidian Model,
not only to Tamil People, but also to the
World Populace of West & East, and
Benchmarking the Acts of Humanism
that have grown in global lands with our

DRAVID/EEHEN

own philosophies and practices, was the
core aim of this conference.

The Central Theme of this Conference
was Humanism & Social Justice, under
which there were 10 sub themes as follows.

» Humanism and Women’s Rights
» Humanism in Children

= Day to Day Rational Thinking

= Dispelling the myth of Astrology

» Humanist Answers to the
underprivileged

= Social Justice & Tamil History
= Dravidian Model of Social Justice

= Humanism in Education (free from
Indoctrination)

» Humanism in Health & Wealth

» Humanist Answers to the Tamils &
Immigrants

Hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu,
Thiru. M.K. Stalin, Self-Respectful

October - December 2022 7



Aasirtyar Dr. K. Veeramani & Hon.
Member of the Canadian Parliament,
Thiru Gary Anandasangaree gave their
thought provoking lectures along sides
the Global Scholars. In recognition of
the lifelong contributions to Humanism
& Human Rights, Humanist Canada
presented the Humanist Achievement
award to Aasiriyar Dr. K. Veeramani.

At this Conference, Social Justice was
celebrated, not only in speech but in
action too. There was a Meal Packing
event for the benefit of the impoverished
children of the indigenous communities
of Canada, and all the participants of the
conference lent their hands in this exercise.
There was a Book Fair as well. From Tamil
Nadu, a Team from Dravidar Kazhagam
arrived in Canada and participated in the
Conference. A Social Drama filled with
humor, by the tile — ‘Caste Filled World’
was also staged by the Nakkalites Team.
All the delegates expressed happiness that
this Conference has set a new milestone in

the Global Path of Dravidam.

This issue of Dravida Pozhil contains 5
Papers.

» Humanism: Canadian
Multiculturalism’s Secret Weapon.

» History of Social Justice in Tamil
Society

s The Growth of Atheism & its
Knowledge Corpus in the annals of
history.

s The poems of Bharathidasan as

portrayed and quoted in the works
of Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

= Hindu Code Bill & Dr. Ambedkar

Please immerse yourself in these papers
and share them with your peers. Let
the Dravidian Academic Journey, cross
the oceans and attain glory all over the

globe.

The Board of Editors

Prof. Dr. Kannabiran Ravishankar
Prof. Dr. I Jagadeesan

Prof. Dr. P. Kalimuthu

Prof. Dr. Sp. Thinnappan

Prof. Dr. Nam. Srinivasan

Dr. Soma Ilangovan
Dr. V. Neru
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HUMANISM

Canadian Multiculturalism’s Secret Weapon

Richard Dowsett

Humanist Association of Toronto (HAT)

Abstract

The essence of Multiculturalism is the desire to thrive as individuals in the way of ones
own choosing in a society of others who want to do the same. All migrants share this
desire. Multiculturalism is intended to preserve the cultural freedom of all individuals
and provide recognition of the contributions of diverse ethnic groups. Canada’s embracing
of Multiculturalism was a pivotal change in government policy and this essay touches
upon that and compares with Periyar’s vision of an equal and equitable society.

[ am an immigrant. In 1967, when I was
6 months old, my family left our home
country for the promise of a better life in
Canada. That home country: England.
Make no mistake, this was a difficult
transition for us!

A different culture — no pubs and not a
decent game of cricket to be found.

A different language — sidewalks instead
of pavements, trucks, not lorries and
tire spelt with an “i” and not a “y”.

Different food and drink — no pint of
bitter; sweet pies but no meat pies!?

DRAVID/AEEHET

And my new town of Cobourg was
very different too. Such diversity! We were
surrounded by peoples from all nations —
Ireland, Wales, Scotland and there were
even a few Italians and Dutch! How would
the Dowsett family survive the crushing
weight of these massive differences?

Most treasured Humanists, most
honoured new friends, my family’s
migrant story is not the one most people
would imagine when thinking about those
coming to Canada today. The more typical
Canadian migrant story, whether its that
of a refugee flecing their war-torn country

October - December 2022 9



or of an economic migrant in search of a
better future, is full of serious challenges:
learning a new language, feeling isolated
without family or community, not
understanding the rules of a strange culture
and, very likely, facing the stony stares of
those who view you and your loved ones as
“the other”. But what all migrants do share
is the desire to thrive as individuals in the
way of one’s own choosing in a society of
others who want to do the same: this is the
essence of Multiculturalism.

In a statement to the House of
Commons on October 8th, 1971, Prime
Minister Pierre Trudeau announced
multiculturalismasanofficial policy of the
government of Canada. Multiculturalism
was intended to preserve the cultural
freedom of all individuals and provide
recognition of the contributions of
diverse ethnic groups to Canadian
society. Though Canada’s embracing of
Multiculturalism was a pivotal change
in government policy it was also a long
overdue recognition of the simple fact:
Canada has always been a Multicultural
society. We have never had the strong
national identity of other countries. In
the thousands of years before Europeans
first landed in the New World there
were many tribes of Indigenous peoples,
separate and distinct.

Then the French and English colonists
added their two solitudes to the mix in
the First Wave of immigrationl. In the
Second Wave, huge numbers of British

subjects came to the Canadian colonies,
causing the population to explode from
460,000 in 1800 to 3.4 million by
Confederation in 1867(2). In the early
1900’s Ukrainian, Polish and Russian
newcomers rode the Third Wave to farm
the newly established prairie provinces.
In the post-World War 2 Fourth
Wave, Italians, Portuguese and Greeks
contributed their skills and flavour
across the nation. Since 1971, the
Fifth Wave has seen immigration from
India, China and other Asian countries
exceeding European migration. In the
next few years, Africa will overtake
Europe as the second largest source of
immigrants to Canada for the first time.
This change could signal the coming of
a Sixth Wave. So, since 1971, Canada
has been officially Multicultural but in
composition, we always were.

DenyingourintrinsicMulticulturalism
caused major problems for Canada in our
first 100 years. Successive governments
were obsessed with forging a strong
national identity that was rooted in
British and French colonial history.
In the name of this obsession, horrific
deeds were committed.

Residential Schools were founded with
the objective of taking “the Indian out of
the child” said our first Prime Minister,
John A. Macdonald, as Canada wrestled
with its <Indian Problem”. This sentiment
was the poison at the heart of Canada’s
greatest shame.

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immigration_to_Canada
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Population_of_Canada

10
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Add to this list: “There cannot be one cultural policy for
Canadians of British and French origin,
¢ The Japanese internment during World  another for the original peoples and yet a

War 2. third for all others. For, although there are
¢ The Chinese Head tax and later, two official languages, there is no official
o The Chinese Fxclusion Act which culture, nor does any ethnic group take

. . recedence over any other. No citizen or
prevented Chinese people entering P 4

group of citizens is other than Canadian,

Canada altogether for 24 years.
anada aftogether for 24 years and all should be treated fairly”

¢ The 1914 SS Komagata Maru incident
where 376 British subjects from the
Punjab were denied entry to Canada

We are all equal. We should all be treated
fairly. This is the Canadian Dream.

on the basis of their race.

¢ The 1939 MS St Louis tragedy where These two simple statements also
a ship containing 907 Jews flecing Nazi ~ point clearly to the underlying secret
Germany was left to wander the Adantic ~ Weapon of our nation’s multiculturalism

and finally forced to return to Europe — HUMANISM. With the repatriation of
where many of the passengers perished in  the Constitution in 1982 and the adoption
the Holocaust. of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms,

_ Canada stripped away the last vestiges
All these dark deeds rooted in a narrow  of our class-ridden roots and proceeded

view of Canadian National Identity. down an impressively secular humanist

These great and specific shames can path to being a country where:
be viewed as dark stains on the fabric of
Canadian society, already interwoven with
threads of racism, bigotry and intolerance

¢ All are born free and equal in dignity
and rights.

that caused immigrants to deny their ¢ Democracy, the Rule of Law and

culture, their heritage, their language and human rights are shared values.

even give up their names to do what was ¢ We value reasoning and the scientific

expected method as vital for knowing the world.
_assimilate. ¢ We are free to Speak our minds and

test our opinions in open debate.
In his address to the House of Commons 4 \We are free to find meaning and
on that momentous day in 1971, purpose in our own lives.
Prime Minister Trudeau eloquently
summarized the whole reason for But,aboveall, Canadaisa country where
official “Multiculturalism in a bilingual your cultural heritage will not determine
framework” saying: your life outcomes.

3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Self-Respect_Movement

4 https:/[www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/rankings

DRAVID/AESE
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We are lucky in Canada to be part of a
society that Periyar himself seemed to be
envisioning when he said:® "we are fit to
think of 'self-respect’ only when the notion
of 'superior' and 'inferior' caste is banished
from our land".

These secular humanist underpinnings
are what make Canada one of the most
desirable countries to migrate to and live
in. In the US News Best Countries Report
of 2021%, Canada once again finished first.
Of the 76 attributes Canada was scored
upon, almost half benefitted from our
secular humanist core. Attributes like being
committed to race, gender and income
equality, concern for human rights, the
environment and democracy, equal access
to justice, education and government.

We are best placed to fulfill the vast
potential of our multcultural society
when we focus on those essentially human
values able to be shared by all humans, not

by privileging cultures over the rights of
individuals.

The challenge for Canada over the
decades leading up to our bicentennial year
of 2067 will be for us to continually renew
the secular humanist core of our society by
educating those hundreds of thousands of
people that immigrate to our country each
year about the institutions and values that
made us the just, progressive, adaptable,
fair and friendly society they chose in the
first place. The institutions and values
that safeguard the unfettered expression

12

of their chosen culture and make our
multiculturalism work so well!

I immigrated to Canada in 1967 and
became a Canadian citizen in 1980. I
was very fortunate to never have my
ability to find a place in Canadian society
obstructed by my cultural heritage. By
continuing to insist upon the individual
rights common to everyone as recognized
in secular humanism, all those coming
to Canada will be able to count on the
welcome acceptance that my family
experienced and to quickly become a part
of the rich and colourful mosaic that is
our vibrant multicultural Canada.

(The above paper was presented at the 3rd

International Humanism Conference on

Social Justice — Toronto during Sep 2022.)

References

Provided as a footnote in the essay itself.

About the Author

Richard has been the HAT Coordinator
since 2017. He first became a member
of HAT in December 2011 and joined
the Steering Committee as Treasurer
in 2012. Experiencing Humanism as a
practice that balances rationality with
respect for all living creatures is the core
of his philosophy. Providing others with
a place to explore their own humanism
is his passion.
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HISTORY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE IN

TAMIL SOCIETY

Abstract

Prof. Dr. Vee. Arasu
University of Madras (Chennai)

1amil Society has gradually moved on the path of social justice from its historical annals
until the current day. Education is a crucial aspect of any development. Gender Equality
was articulated extensively from the 20th century. From the activities of colonial systems
in the Tamil society during the 19thCentury, we can understand how the European
Enlightenment tradition identified the unequal development of feudal societies that
came under colonization.

Religions that were influenced by the colonial, enlightenment traditions began to approach
social justice differently.As a by-product, many social movements evolved devoid of religious
affiliations and recorded how religions worked against social justice. This paper attempts
to explore that interesting history and also the contribution of the Dravidian Movement to

instill Social Justice in the social fabric of the current day Tamil Society.

We learn about how the Tamil society
movedfromitsancientnativecommunities
through gradual formation of the State
to Empires based on monarchy, through
Tamil classical literary and grammatical
texts. From the mid- 19th Century
onwards the shift to democratic systems of
citizenry began to take shape. Therefore,
the caste discriminations, religious
differences and economic contradictions
that were taken for granted thus far came

DIQAVID El@y4
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under scrutiny. They were not accepted
as given. These structures were created
by the society with vested interests. And
all of us are implicated in it. These were
seen as factors against social justice. It
became imperative to question these.
Individuals, social groups and political/
ideological movements brought these
under scrutiny in multiple dimensions.
At the international level too, these
movements took many different forms.
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Narrowing our focus to Tamil society we
can categorize the discourses on social
justice as follows:

The activities of colonial systems
in the Tamil society during the 19th
Century are to be taken into account.
We can understand how the European
Enlightenment tradition identified the
unequal development of feudal societies
that came under colonization. There is
a need to hold extensive discussions on
those aspects.

Religions that were influenced by the
colonial, enlightenment traditions began
to approach social justice differently. A
debate on how to address inequalities
and contradictions were waged. As a by-
product, many social movements evolved
devoid of religious afhliations. They
recorded how religions worked against
social justice. It is a very interesting history
to be explored.

Division of labour had evolved among
the human communities leading to
different groups of people based on the
work they did. Historically, these divisions
got consolidated as castes. Caste structure
functions against social justice in ways
that are not yet fully articulated. Hence, it
is primary to take this into consideration
for any discussion on social justice and the
modes by which caste worked against it.

In the course of evolution, individuals
and their basic needs shaped into a crucial
factor. It is obvious that not all the needs
are fulfilled for all human beings. And
thus, it affects social justice at various levels
in the society.

14

Education is a crucial aspect of any
development. But still education for all
remains just a dream. This contradiction
affects social justice in innumerable ways.
The history of access to education is one of
the major aspects of social justice.

Gender has been a contested terrain over
many centuries. In the 20th century it was
articulated extensively. It is imperative to
look at how the concept of gender equality
has existed or not existed in Tamil society
from the perspective of social justice.

I am attempting to focus on the
discussions on social justice in the above-
mentioned domains in relation to Tamil
society here.

By mid- 19th century colonial rule was
firmly established in the Tamil context.
With the fall of Tippu Sultan, colonial rule
spread to theSouthern partsof Indiafreely. It
was colonialism that brought the prevalent
systems of caste, religion and education
in the Tamil region under question. The
colonial administration became aware that
the tribal, scheduled castes and artisans
were oppressed in the society. Right from
the 16th century onwards, Christian
Missionaries have worked to liberate the
oppressed sections of people from caste
shackles. Once the governance was under
the British, they started legislating the
reforms into laws. Slavery was abolished.
Among the scheduled castes — specifically
the paraiyars — found conversion to
Christianity as a means of liberation. That
freed them from both caste and religious
oppressions. This occurred differently in
different regions with minute variations.
Untouchability became a cruelty in public

ONGBLIG - webuy 2022  HITEALTRIMIHlD



sphere and that it is against social justice
was established. There were sporadic
efforts to accommodate these sections
within the existing religious systems. But
none of them addressed untouchability or
attempted to change that material basis
earlier. Saivite and Vaishnavite texts do not
contain any record of anti- untouchability.

Colonialism  undertook  various
measures to liberate the people from caste
shackles. They were sent as ‘coolies’ —
or contract labourers - to South Africa,
various islands on the coast, Burma,
Malaysia, Thailand and Sri Lanka. It
is a tragic turn in Tamil society that
from untouchability they moved to
being coolies. It is a milestone in Tamil
history that migration became the crux
of fighting against untouchability and

extreme polarization of class.

From early 19th century colonialism
introduced education — for the oppressed
castes and women - by bringing modern
education through new school systems. It
is the anchor of education that has helped
the Paraiyar and Nadar communities to
achieve a significant change in the society
over these 150 years. It is quite unique to
the history of Tamil Nadu. When we look
at the changes in the social sphere of the
oppressed castes and women critically, we
realize the significance of the dialectic of
social justice.

The contribution of colonialism in the
sphere of languages is equally significant.
The notion of ‘Dravidian languages’
became possible through the efforts of
colonial scholarship. Ellis (1777 - 1819)
and Caldwell (1814 -1891) are two key

DRAVID/EEHEN
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figures we need to be grateful for this
achievement. Before that the primacy of
Sanskrit remained unquestioned. It was
consolidated by the dominant Brahmanical
caste. Right from the pre-historic times
Sanskrit was projected as the language of
the Gods and later as the language of the
rulers and therefore remained associated
with hierarchy and authority. Colonial
discovery of the family of Dravidian
languages led to a drastic reversal of that
ideology.

Colonialism denied the practice of
non-acknowledgement of the ancient
Tamil language in public sphere and
the pressure of Sanskrit being the rulers
tongue. Therefore, Tamil language got
liberated and the Tamils gained their
ethnic identity through their language.
The contradiction between the language of
power and regional languages came to be
questioned. Social justice of the languages
was established through identification of
linguistic families, printing of manuscripts
and institutionalization of archeological
findings. It is due to these efforts that the
ancient history of Tamils, changes in the
evolution of Tamil paleography and the
material culture of the ancient Tamils were
projected in the public sphere. We can
consider these as the colonial contribution
to social justice of the Tamil society.

In practice, we know that the polarized
binary of Sanskrit / Tamil still continues.
The cultural debate on Vedic and non-
Vedic philosophy and practice, the unique
features of the South Indian Dravidian
languages family, the unbroken history
of Tamils from pre-historic era onwards

15



and the specific aspects of culture based
on Tamil in the Dravidian, South Indian
contexts became established in public
sphere by the end of 19th century. Earlier
ancient Indian history dealt with 3500
BCE to roughly about 500 CE. These
re-discoveries proved beyond doubt the
parallel existence of Dravidian cultures.
Erasing that fact was an injustice meted out
to the Tamils because of the supportof State,
culture and practices based on the primacy
of Sanskrit. Colonialism interrogated that
hierarchy and put the Tamil society on the
map. The commemoration of Tirukkural
by early colonial scholars led us to liberate
ourselves from the Manu smriti.

It is important to deliberate upon the
role played by the institutions of religions
from the point of view of social justice
over time. We learn about the system of
social justice in the ancient Tamil society
through the classical texts. Post- 19th
century, with the advent of Christianity,
the negotiations led by religion changed
in many ways. In order to face the spread
of Christianity, the religious systems that
were in practice already, assimilated some
of the values of Christianity and worked on
reforming their religions. Brahmo Samaj,
Ramakrishna Mutt were some examples
we can mention here. Brahmo Samaj
denied idol worship; it also negated many
rituals. Theosophy — an amalgamation of
all religions- was formed. These started
in Kolkata initially and spread to other
parts of India. However, in Tamil society,
there was a section that continued the
Buddhist traditions; Jainism was also
present in many quarters. But Tamil
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region is perhaps the first to argue that
religions in general - and Hinduism in
particular — was against social justice of all

kinds.

In 1878, Athippakkam Venkatachalanar
publishedamanuscriptcalled HinduMatha
Abaasadarshini (Obscenities of Hinduism
Exposed). That text denied all the aspects
of Hinduism. He was a supporter of the
Madras Secular Society. This organization
was the Chennai chapter of the London
Secular Society inspired by the European
Enlightenment heritage, that questioned
religious beliefs and practices. The Madras
Secular Society published two magazines:
The Thinker in English and Thaththuva
Vivesini in Tamil between 1882 — 1888. (I
have worked in detail on this organization
and collated their publications that are
available, in six volumes.) This group
deserves to be highlighted in the light
of social justice in Tamil society. They
argued against religions; proved in minute
detail how religions are opposed to social
justice; opposed women’s suppression
and discrimination; and strongly fought
against superstitions. These are the people
who fought for social justice at the end
of the 19th century in Tamil Nadu. They
inherited the Enlightenment system of
knowledge and analytical thinking. They
addressed issues of social justice like caste
discriminations, religious bigotry, gender
inequities and poverty. This historical
milestone has not yet been discussed in
Tamil society fully. But we need to realize
that this was the historical continuity that
led to the many struggles for social justice
in the 20th century Tamil Nadu.
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References to caste are strewn in many
sources in Tamil. There are also records of
compromises among castes. Only in the
19th century the voice critiquing caste
as being basically against social justice
came about. The primary place for raising
that voice goes to Ramalinga Adikal aka
Vallalaar (1823 -1874). He promulgated a
concept called samarasa sanmarkkam (Path
of Universal Truth). He opposed the Vedic
religions. Hence, he ruled out varnashrama
built on Vedic practices. He created a new
Manu Needhi (New Manu Dharma).
Vallalar made a modernist intervention
in the system of caste contradictions. The
20th century anti — caste movements in

Tamil Nadu owe a great deal to Vallalar.

Colonial administration also formed
many new departments like Judiciary,
Education, Public Works, Revenue and
such. A new class of employees who became
partof these departments did lesser physical
labour and more non-physical, intellectual
labour. In most of these departments the
dominant caste of Brahmins occupied
almost 98% of positions. The traditional
varnashrama practice found a new face
of domination and authority. It was in
the 19th century when caste and religion
came under public debate that this new
administrative authority took shape.
During monarchic reigns Brahminism and
Sanskrit domination were endorsed by the
rulers. As against that, the new republics
refused to accept them lying low. Gods,
Hinduism, Brahminism and Sanskrit were
part of the nexus that worked against social
justice. This revelation came to the fore in
the 19th century. There was a revival of
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Tamil Buddhism to counter this hoary
past. Aryan vs Dravidian discourses were
emphasized. Dravidianism stood against
all the above - mentioned dominations.
Many organisations were founded on the
concept of Dravidianism. They functioned
in myriad ways: Dravidar Manavar Sangam
(Dravidian Students Association) (1912),
Thenninthiya Nalaurimai sangam (South
Indian Welfare Association) (1916), Justice
Party (1917), Chennai Magana Sangam
(Madras Presidency Association) (1919),
Suyamariyaathai Iyakkam (Self Respect
Movement) (1925) are a few major
outfits. Many of these focused on non-
Brahmin people’s welfare. All of them had
a component of social justice. Self-Respect
movement provides the amalgamation of
all their identities. It cannot be denied that
the activities of Self-respect movement,
especially the contribution of Periyar E V
Ramasami, is equivalent to the summary
of social justice in the 20th Century Tamil
society. His struggle for social justice can
be summed up as follows:

Between 1919 — 1925, Periyar was in
the Congress. In all their conferences the
glaring caste contradictions of the South
Indian societies came to the front. In each
conference Periyar brought up the issue of
reservation. Since the Congress leadership
was essentially Brahminical, it did not
accept his recommendation. Hence, he quit
the Congress and formed the Self- Respect
movement and announced Communal
Representation or reservation as its axis.

Caste is initiated and protected by
religion. Religions protect gods. And
Brahmins remain the key operators of
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these systems. Periyar opposed God,
religion and Brahminism in one stroke.
He believed that we can annihilate caste
and remove the economic disparities. He
exposed the domination of the forces that
made caste exist as a reality. He involved
himself in all the anti- caste activities.
That became the clarion call for social
justice in Tamil society.

He waged a lifelong struggle against the
literatures, Vedic texts and superstitions
that scaffolded the above-discussed contra-
dictions. He criticized Sanskrit Puranic
literatures and epics such as Ramayana
vehemently. He propagated how these
texts spread concepts against social justice
in every nook and corner of the State. He
hoped to build a just society accessible for
all by these activities.

He centered the women’s question in
all his views and practices. He argued that
women’s liberation is a pre-condition for
social justice to come into force and be
extended. Without women’s liberation
he did not see the possibility of complete
social justice. The fact that many women
rallied around his views from all walks of
life still remains an unprecedented saga
of social justice in Tamil society. Periyar
pioneered the feminist discourse in 1930’
Tamil society.

Periyar dedicated himself to social
justice and fought against caste and gender
discrimination through many different
alternate structures, reservation being the
chief among them. He founded many
organizations and published journals and
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pamphlets towards that end. We have a
rich treasure house of resources to learn
from.

Modern education has led to newer
ways of economic aspects in Tamil society
from early 20th century. Government
and factories offered new openings.
The necessity to have reservation in all
these institutions based on caste, gender,
minority religionsand class was recognized
carlier on. Struggles to incorporate an
inclusive reservation system began in
early 20th century in Tamil Nadu. Caste
becomes a unit of reference for this end.
Since caste is oppressive, communities
discriminated by that system are entitled
to reservations. That process enabled
many from the subaltern sections to enter
into employments. We can assess the
impact of reservation as a tool of social
justice in Tamil society through the data
available on scheduled castes, middle
castes- Backward and Most Backward -,
and women over more than five decades.
This is in stark contrast to the rest of
the nation in India, both in education,
employment and access to resources. It
is a historical social justice event in Tamil
society. This has helped the downtrodden
communities to come out of their chEris —
ghettos — and become part of the
mainstream society. It has become one of
the means to escape caste atrocities. It is
important to relate the role of reservation
and economic changes as part of the
nexus of social justice. One needs to trace
the time it takes to reach this level of
recognizable equality and equity.
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To sum up

The history of social justice in Tamil
society is documented in the classical
literaryandgrammaticalworksandethical
texts like Tirukkural. Monarchies that
were established later made varnashrama
the norm. All discriminations based on
caste, economy, gender and culture were
taken as ‘given’ and legitimized. This
trend continued for a long time till the
19th century.

Once the colonial rule took over, these
contradictions came under scrutiny.
Caste domination, linguistic authority,
class disparities and women’s oppression
were recognized as factors denying social
justice for all. Many reformist movements
were formed. They sought to set right
the course of social justice that has been
skewed hitherto.

Many organizations based on social
justice were formed in the 20th century,
chief among them being the Self- Respect
movement of Periyar. The social shifts
that occurred through his interventions is
the most significant part of the history of
social justice in Tamil society. As he himself
articulated social justice is a pre-condition
for social revolution!

(The above paper was presented at the
3rd International Humanism Conference

on Social Justice — Toronto during Sep
2022.)

About the Author

Dr. Vee. Arasu is a retired Professor
who served at the Department of Tamil
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Literature, University of Madras for 29
years. During his service, he was the Prof.
& Head of the same for 16 years and also
was a member of the Syndicate, Senate
and Academic Council for over 14 years.
Arasu has been a member of Board of
Studies in almost all the Universities of
Tamil Nadu for over 20 years. He has
functioned as an academician all his life.

He led the Curriculum Redesign
Committee of the Eastern University,
Sri Lanka and University of Malaysia.
He served as the Visiting Professor and
External Examiner at the Univ. of Malaysia
for three consecutive years. He has
delivered Endowment Lectures at various
universities in Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka.

49 Scholars have completed their Ph.D.
under his guidance. He has published 4
volumes of selected articles. He has over
30 monographs on different aspects of
Tamil society and culture to his credit.
He has edited over 70 volumes on many
authors, subjects and fields. Va. Vu. §i,
Jeevan, Madras Secular Society, Mayilai
Seeni  Venkatasami,  Athippakkam
Venkatachalanar and Puthumaippithan
are some of the edited volumes that
deserve mention. He has served on the
advisory committees of Sahitya Akademi,
National Book Trust, National Mission for
Manuscripts and other committees within
the state and abroad. There are over 70
lectures of Arasu online.

Arasu’s primary field of study is the
social history of the Tamils. He has
undertaken many studies on Tamil
classical and modern literatures. He has
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paid special attention to 19th century
social context, especially in the light
of print culture. Many of his students
continue the traditions set by him. He
has travelled to Malaysia, Singapore, Sri

Lanka, Czech Republic, Paris, London
and Canada for academic purposes.
Arasu is happy and proud to have
created a vibrant generation of student-
scholars.
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The Indus script is most likely to have belonged
to the Dravidian family.

The Indus symbols and seals represent a logo-syllabic script
and based on computer analysis, it is strongly suggested that
an underlying agglutinative Dravidian language is the most
likely candidate for the underlying language of the Indus Val-
ley Civilization.
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Proto-Indica:
Report onthe Investigations of the Proto-Indian Texts.
Moscow: Nauka Publishing House, 1981.

Prof. Dr. YURI KNOROZOV

N.N. Miklukho-Maklai-
Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology (IEA),
Academy of Sciences of (formerly USSR)
Russia.
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“There is substantial linguistic evidence favoring
Dravidian authorship of the Indus Civilization.

The evidence includes:

»

»

»

»

The presence of Dravidian loanwords and loan translations in
the Rig Veda.

The substratum influence of Dravidian on Indo-Aryan as seen
in phonological changes like introduction of retroflex sounds,
morphological changes like switch-over from inflexion to
post-fixation, and near-identical syntactical structures moving
Indo-Aryan closer to Dravidian than to Indo-European lan-
guages.

Computer analysis has shown that the Indus language had only
suffixes (as in Dravidian) and no prefixes (as in Indo-Aryan) or
infixes (as in Munda).

The Indus religion as revealed by pictorial depiction on seals
and sealings included worship of a buffalo-horned male god,
mother-goddesses, the pipal tree, the serpent and possibly the
phallic symbol, all of which are known to have been derived
from the aboriginal populations”.

S PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPOPPPOPT

(Interpreting the Indus Script: The Dravidian Solution
Convocation Address. Dravidian University — Feb 26 2015,
Kuppam. Andhra Pradesh, Union of India).

Prof. Dr. IRAVATHAM MAHADEVAN

National Fellow of the Indian Council of Historical Research.
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Notes:







Humanism: Canadian Multiculturalism’s Secret Weapon
Richard Dowsett, Humanist Association of Toronto (HAT)

Multiculturalism is intended to preserve the cultural freedom of all individuals
and provide recognition of the contributions of diverse ethnic groups. Canada’s
embracing of Multiculturalism was a pivotal change in government policy and
this essay touches upon that and compares with Periyar’s vision of an equal and
equitable society.

History of Social Justice in Tamil Society
Prof. Dr. Vee. Arasu

Tamil Society has gradually moved on the path of social justice from its historical
annals until the current day. This paper attempts to explore that interesting
history and also the contribution of the Dravidian Movement to instill Social
Justice in the social fabric of the current day Tamil Society.
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