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Foreword from the Editors

The world has become ‘too small’ that it now fits within the palms, thanks to
technological innovations. Artificial intelligence is advancing at a remarkable pace,
and search engines have begun to guide our pursuit of knowledge. Applications
are increasingly becoming capable of understanding human thoughts.

The new and vast field of Artificial Intelligence is evolving to encompass
reasoning, knowledge generation, planning, learning, natural language processing,
and computer vision. Researchers are refining the technologies by integrating
problem-solving methods such as artificial neural networks with approaches based
on statistics, probability, and economics. It is a huge technological revolution.

The structures and mythical narratives advanced by our Puranas and Itihasas
flourished only by selectively making the knowledge available to some and
denying the same to others, and sometimes through the instruments of boons,
curses, and remedies.

Today, we are standing on the brink of a new technological revolution. Whether
we like it or not, these advancements are unstoppable. Every scientific and
technological breakthrough inevitably carries its own unintended side effects. On
this, there can hardly be any difference of opinion. Social media has become
yet another manifestation of this phenomenon. These platforms and applications,
which the younger generation navigates with remarkable ease, have become an
inseparable and inescapable part of our everyday life.

The intellectual world, however, is acutely aware that this is a double-edged
sword. In contemporary global politics, this virtual and illusory realm, with its
unrestricted flow of information, misinformation, and carefully orchestrated
propaganda, can easily draw us into its orbit. Yet, for all that appears new, this is,
in truth, a path we have travelled before. Did not our Puranas, epics, and mythical
narratives spread to every corner of India and become deeply embedded in our
collective consciousness? What technology existed then to accomplish this?

It is, therefore, the understanding that ‘the past is what passes us by, time and
again’ that must guide us. And it surely will.

The only way out is to promote rational thinking and build greater awareness.
At this juncture, a Kural written by Thiruvalluvar more than two thousand years
ago comes to mind:
eueuUN@GeT wnfwnjeumis GaLigyd DiLeLmd e
awulaUnGsT snewru SMel. (ST - 423)

It means that true wisdom lies in examining an idea and understanding its real
meaning, regardless of who says it or from whom it is heard.
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In the Indian context, Tamil society has long been regarded as a knowledge-
based one. Social justice has been the foundation of our collective consciousness.
However, at one stage in history, this consciousness and commitment to social
justice and the virtue of sharing suffered a major setback.

It was against this backdrop that the Dravidian movement, led by Thanthai
Periyar, together with his rationalist thought and initiatives for social justice,
made a profound impact on our social life. Now, Periyar's ideas have once again
become an important subject of discussion, and we have a responsibility on our
shoulders to take his thoughts on social justice and present them from an analytical
perspective in different languages.

With this objective, the Centre of Excellence for Periyar Thought at Periyar
Maniammai Institute of Science and Technology (Deemed to be University), Vallam,
Thanjavur district, has been publishing the research journal Dravida Pozhil since
2021 under the able guidance of Asiriyar Thiru K. Veeramani.

Recently, Asiriyar K. Veeramani invited me to take up the responsibility of
serving as the Honorary Editor of this journal. | accepted the suggestion with
great happiness and consider it an honour. In the days ahead, Dravida Pozhil
will continue to publish articles in both Tamil and English by eminent scholars,
researchers, and writers. While maintaining a strong academic approach, the
journal will remain firmly rooted in its ideological ground and in the principles of
social justice.

This issue carries this editorial along with new articles by various researchers.

Dr. M. Sangaiya's article examines the educational reforms introduced by Sir
Thomas Munro during his tenure as the Governor of the Madras Presidency. At a
time when education remained the exclusive privilege of a small section of society,
Munro worked with the objective of making it accessible to all. The principles
he advocated for public education, mother-tongue instruction, and reforms in
educational administration later laid the foundation for the expansion of education
in South India.

Sundar Ganesan examines, in his article, the role of Sir John Marshall in
transforming Indian archaeology into a more systematic and scientific discipline
through his inquisitive vision and quest for truth. His article further explores how
Marshall's discovery and announcement of the Indus Valley Civilisation pushed
Indian history back to the pre-Vedic period and shattered the belief that the
indigenous peoples of the Indian subcontinent were incapable of creating an
advanced civilisation of their own. This reason alone is enough to celebrate John
Marshall.

Through his article, Sathish pays tribute to Professor V.I. Subramaniam, one of
the foremost scholars of Dravidian linguistics. V.I. Subramaniam was not merely
an academic but also a visionary and an institution-builder. His contributions to
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comparative linguistics, lexicography, cultural history, and Dravidian studies have
shaped the intellectual journeys of generations of researchers.

Tamil Kamarajan, in his article, attempts to answer an intriguing and important
question: Was Periyar a philosopher? The increasing attention of scholars towards
Periyar has led to different and newer interpretations of his ideas. It is against this
backdrop that the article seeks to examine the philosophical foundations of Periyar's
critiques of religion, caste, power, and knowledge, rather than approaching him
merely as a social reformer or political activist.

I, too, have contributed an article to this issue. Titled ‘The Antiquity and
Continuity of Social Justice in Tamil Society,” it examines how the idea of social
justice was understood in ancient Tamil society and how its continuity is reflected
in the welfare policies of modern Tamil Nadu.

It is the earnest wish of the editorial board that Dravida Pozhil should publish
articles in both Tamil and English by distinguished researchers and writers. We
believe that this will enable the journal to consistently uphold its standards of
research and its intellectual depth. The Dravida Pozhil editorial board warmly
looks forward to the cooperation and support of scholars, researchers, and writers
in this endeavour.

Finally, | appeal to our readers to support Dravida Pozhil by subscribing to the
journal. The price of a single issue in India is 200, while the annual subscription is
¥800. Readers outside India may purchase a single issue for US$15 or subscribe
annually for US$50. Your modest contribution will certainly strengthen our collective
endeavour to nurture research and promote meaningful public discourse.

Editorial Team
Honorary Editor :
e Dr. R.Balakrishnan I.A.S.(Rtd)
The Board of Editors :

* Prof. Dr. M. Naganathan

* Prof. Dr. P. Jagadeesan

* Prof. Dr. Sp. Thinnappan

e Prof. Dr. P. Kalimuthu

e Prof. Dr. Nam. Srinivasan

e Prof. Dr. Kannabiran Ravishankar
e Dr. V. Neru

* Dr. Soma Ilangovan

e Prof. Dr. B.R. Veeramani
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Life would go on as usual even if religions, gods and temples do not exist.
They are not at all indispensable. Unless you people discard them, social
transformation cannot take place even for another hundred years. Our
speech and shriek cannot bring about the desired change. Discarding
religion, god and temples would not affect us under any circumstance.

Let us be inspired by Russia. Religion, god and temples do not exist there.
Little children would ask us — “God? Who?” - because Russians enjoy an
egalitarian society. They do not have two classes like “haves” and “have-
nots”. People lead a dignified life there because there are no discriminations.
No one is considered superior or inferior to anyone in Russia. The
advancement of Russians was caused by this widespread rationalist attitude.
Almost all the world countries have progressed through learning, intellect
and unfathomable knowledge but we are still existing like barbarians. Our
minds operate on the lowest level of intellect. It is high time we woke up
and vitalised ourselves.

THANTHAI PERIYAR -<iduthalai’ -12th June 1973

However good a Constitution may be, it is sure to turn out bad because
those who are called to work it, happen to be a bad lot. However bad a
Constitution may be, it may turn out to be good if those who are called to
work it, happen to be a good lot...

...The Constitution can provide only the organs of State such as the
Legislature, the Executive and the Judiciary. The factors on which the
working of those organs of the State depends are the people and the political
parties they will set up as their instruments to carry out their wishes and
their politics.”

Dr. B.R. AMBEDKAR final speech in the Constituent

Assembly,dated Nov 25,1949.
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THE CONCEPT OF SOCIAL JUSTICE IN TAMIL
SOCIETY - ANTIQUITY AND ITS CONTINUITY

Dr. R.Balakrishnan 1.aA.s.(Rtd)

Abstract:

This article explores the idea of social justice in Tamil society by tracing its roots
from the Sangam Literature and archaeological discoveries to contemporary welfare
policies in Tamil Nadu. Drawing evidence from these aforementioned resources,
this article demonstrates how concepts such as equitable distribution of resources,
universal access to education, women’s economic participation, and social mobility
were present in early Tamil society. The study also highlights the setbacks of these
ideals, primarily caused by rigid hierarchies in the medieval period, as well as the
revival of egalitarian values through the Dravidian movement.

It examines the role of modern Tamil Nadu’s welfare policies, including
reservation, universal healthcare, educational assistance, women-centric schemes,
and social security programmes, and positions them as contemporary expressions
of these historical values. By connecting literary traditions, archaeological evidence,
and modern governance, the article presents Tamil Nadu as a significant case study
in the pursuit of social justice.

Keywords: Social Justice, Sangam Literature, Tamil Society, Dravidian
Movement, Reservation Policy, Educational Equity, Women’s Empowerment,
Welfare State.

Introduction institutions.” Not merely because this

What is social justice? How to define  Short statement connects the concepts

it without sounding rhetorical? What of social institutions and justice, but
comes to mind is the statement of John because it consciously identifies the
Rawls: “Justice is the first virtue of social idea of justice as the first virtue of
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social institutions, whether primitive or
modern.

The concept of social justice evolved
continuously across different eras and
lenses. Anthropologically, it originated
and progressed from small-scale
tribal reciprocity to managing diverse,
globalized identity structures. Socially
and culturally, it moved from the idea of
basic legal equality to advocating for fair
resource distribution in a digital, capitalist
world. The idea of social justice had
a strong economic undercurrent, and
distributive justice has been its major
concern at every stage. In simple terms,
social justice is innately, essentially, the
equitable distribution of opportunities,
wealth and privileges within a society.
Its foundational core is human dignity,
ensuring equal rights and worth. But it
is largely an ideal, a goal. The path to
social justice has always been difficult.

Tamil Nadu is a front-runner in certain
areas of governance in India—as the
performance indicators speak loudly
and clearly. These include widespread
healthcare access, high educational
enrolment, industrial workforce diversity,
robust social safety nets and female
economic empowerment.

In terms of universal access in Public
Healthcare Infrastructure, Tamil Nadu
ranks among the top Indian states in
the NITI Aayog Health Index. The state
has achieved some of the lowest Infant
Mortality Rates (IMR) and Maternal
Mortality Rates (MMR) in India. Nearly
100% of births happen in medical

10

facilities, ensuring safe childbirth for all
caste and income groups. Tamil Nadu
leads India with a Gross Enrolment Ratio
(GER)in higher education of nearly 47%,
which is double the national average.
High enrolment is driven directly by a
comprehensive 69% reservation policy
that ensures marginalized communities
access professional courses, and this
has made the classrooms in Tamil Nadu
more inclusive.

A vast network of affordable
government arts, science, and
engineering colleges prevents urban-
rural educational divides in the field
of education. This is not a small
achievement.

In the field of Industrialization, the
state boasts the highest number of
factories and the largest factory workforce
in India. The Entrepreneurial Diversity
achieved in Tamil Nadu is remarkable.
Tamil Nadu has the highest number of
Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs) owned by Scheduled Caste
(SC) entrepreneurs in the country.
Industrial hubs are spread across tier-2
and tier-3 cities like Coimbatore, Tirupur,
and Hosur, indicative of decentralized
growth, preventing wealth concentration
in a single capital city.

Considering public welfare schemes
as Rights or Entitlements is something
new to the Indian mindset. The Mid-day
Meal Scheme was pioneered by Tamil
Nadu. All successive governments
have added some value to this,
and the scheme was, a few years
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back, upgraded to include breakfast,
dramatically improved school retention
and eliminated classroom hunger.

Universal PDS is another classic
example. Unlike target-based systems
in other states, Tamil Nadu’s universal
Public Distribution System supplies
subsidised food to every citizen,
eliminating basic survival disparities.
Likewise, free bus travel for women
has drastically cut commuting costs,
expanding their access to work and
education.

Women's Economic Empowerment
is another key aspect of Tamil Nadu’s
growth story. Tamil Nadu employs nearly
half of all women working in India's
organized manufacturing sector. Early
legal reforms giving equal inheritance
rights to women laid the groundwork
for structural gender equality. The
massive Pudhumai Penn and Magalir
Thittam initiatives have institutionalized
financial independence for millions of
rural women.

But the core objective of this article is
to investigate what is unique about Tamil
society, its culture and values that made
such reforms possible and universally
acceptable. However, before tracing
the roots of concepts such as social
justice, the spread of education across
sections of society, the role of women in
the formal economy in the ancient Tamil
texts and archaeological findings, we
may touch upon developments during
the last century which resulted in an
appreciable model of development.

DRAVID/XEEEM january - March 2026

The Justice Party, also known as the
South Indian Liberal Federation, was
a major political party in British India's
Madras Presidency. It was founded on
20th November 1916, to represent non-
Brahmin communities and challenge
the prevailing Brahmin dominance in
government jobs and education. Periyar
launched the Self-Respect Movement
in 1925 with the prime objective of
democratizing knowledge. He took an
informed position that true independence
required liberating the intellect (Arivu
Vidutalai) from religious and caste-
based monopolies. In 1920, the Justice
Party won the elections (the first under
the Montague-Chelmsford reforms) and
formed the government in the Madras
Presidency and introduced the landmark
Communal Government Order (G.O.) of
1921, pioneering the concept of caste-
based reservations in administration and
education. This order was a landmark
moment. This relentless emphasis on
breaking elite educational monopolies
is why Tamil Nadu implements a 69%
reservation model, the only state to
do so. This long-standing policy has
engineered a nationwide-leading 47%
Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher
education, making colleges universally
accessible to the masses instead of an
elite few. Thus, the achievement of Tamil
Nadu in spreading education, breaking
monopoly and addressing the issue of
urban-rural divide is not an overnight
development.

One such example is the abolition
of the Devadasi System and Women’s

11



Economic Empowerment. For the
Dravidian Movement, gender equality
was not a secondary goal, but an
inescapable prerequisite for social
justice. Alongside leaders like Dr.
Muthulakshmi Reddy and Moovalur
Ramamirtham Ammaiyar, Periyar
fiercely championed the elimination of
the Devadasi system (temple-dedication
rituals that degenerated into systemic
exploitation). The movement used
its publications, such as Kudi Arasu,
to demand radical shifts—female
property ownership, legal divorce,
and reproductive autonomy. This
systematic dismantling of patriarchal
institutions directly produced the
workforce dynamics of modern Tamil
Nadu. The state currently employs
nearly 43% of all women working in
India's organized manufacturing sector.
This remarkable achievement has its
roots in the pioneering efforts of the
Dravidian movement. Landmark welfare
schemes—such as the Pudhumai Penn
monthly stipend for girl students and
free state bus transit—are direct policy
lineage from Periyar's core philosophy
that financial autonomy is essential to
self-respect.

Delinking rituals from Legal Rights
is another area of the progressive
social initiative Periyar spearheaded.
In 1925, Periyar introduced Self-
Respect Marriages (Suyamariyathai
Thirumanam). These were weddings
conducted completely without Brahmin
priests, Sanskrit rituals, or dowries,
often prioritizing inter-caste and widow
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remarriages to explicitly challenge
caste hierarchy. In 1967, when the first
Dravidian party took state power under
C.N. Annadurai, its very first legislative
act was to pass the Hindu Marriage
(Tamil Nadu Amendment) Act, granting
full legal validity to priest-less Self-
Respect marriages. This set a powerful
legal precedent within India—the secular
state could validate human unions based
purely on mutual consent, bypassing
entrenched traditional hierarchies.

One more case study could be
from the Public Health front. One can
confidently say that there is no match
for Tamil Nadu when it comes to Public
Health infrastructure and service. Health
care is almost considered an entitlement.
One can choose high-end private sector
health care facilities. No doubt, Chennai
has emerged as the Health Care Capital
of India and Health Care Tourism, as
foreign patients come to Chennai for
treatment and also visit some tourist
sites. The government sector health
care infrastructure of Tamil Nadu is a
role model.

Universalism is the keyword over
the old notion of charity. How could
this be a possibility? The South Indian
movement strongly rejected the concept
of caste-based destiny and religious
charity, replacing them with a framework
of universal citizen rights. Periyar’s
rationalism dictated that bodily health,
nutrition, and physical well-being were
material realities that the public sphere
had to safeguard, rather than leaving
them to religious philanthropy. This
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foundational philosophy explains why
Tamil Nadu rejected the "targeted" or
means-tested welfare models common
across many Indian states. Instead,
it built a universal Public Distribution
System (PDS) and a robust public
healthcare network where medical
treatments and food security are
guaranteed universally, preventing
the stigmatization of marginalized
groups. This has resulted in measurable
achievements, as pointed out at the
outset. The state has achieved some
of the lowest Infant Mortality Rates
(IMR) and Maternal Mortality Rates
(MMR) in India. Nearly 100% of births
happen in medical facilities, ensuring
safe childbirth for all caste and income
groups.

Then a question arises naturally
whether this focus on “Social Justice”
is a post-European concept (probably
due to exposure to Western education
and thoughts) or whether it had ancient
roots in the context of Tamil culture and
sociology? The answer is that it had its
ancient roots deeply embedded in the
collective consciousness of Tamils.

Spread of Education

The ancient literary sources help in
explaining the spread and primacy of
education from a social, political and
governance point of view. This is reflected
in the concepts of knowledge-based
society, knowledge-based economy and
knowledge-based governance.

Having seen the evidence of elite-
dominated social order in medieval
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times, itis nothing but natural to entertain
a question in our minds whether the
lofty ideal of primacy for education and
education for all sections of society—
advocated by Sangam's texts was an
unverified imagination or expectation.

The author of the below mentioned
Sangam poem, being a Pandya king
himself is quoted with the title “Aryapatai
Katanta Nedunchezhiyan” — meaning
‘one who crossed the Aryan army” — his
statement has to be taken seriously
and verified, because it sounds like
announcing an “Education Policy” of
his times or his government which was
contradictory to the norms prevailed
elsewhere, particularly the northern
parts of the Indian subcontinent.
2_Hpilf 2 seflujlb & piOundeT OSTESSILD
WpeopBeneo Weflwng shped HeirGp;
WpuGun peirer - Leruuiphp - sir@pLd
dApLfer umeomed Fmujberd Hiflujb
SGGRL HNpHS LOGer meiTEpLh
WpSCHM6EN QMBS TS DD
SiflaemL CuNeTSppl DiTsd C1FeOD
Gauppiewo OSMAHS HTODLITEO 2_6iTEnHLD
Sliumed Qdpeusir spiilesr
Gwhumed RHARDD DlaucTsesn LGGLD.

(Purananuru 183)

This Tamil king, Nedunchezhiyan,
appears untouched by such regressive
influences of birth-based discrimination.
Instead, he invites people from all walks
of life to pursue education.

Even if someone could not afford
a tutor, he encouraged them to pay
through labor and learn whatever they
could. He also advised his subjects to
remain humble before their teachers
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and to compensate them fairly. The
most striking aspect of the poem is
its assertion that social status is not
inherited by birth but earned through
wisdom and knowledge.

To support this argument, the king
says that even a mother with multiple
children would not necessarily value
the eldest the most, but rather the one
who was the most educated. Likewise,
he states that even kings would seek
the counsel of learned individuals, and
that a person from a lower caste could
be sought after by those of the forward
caste if they attained education. No
classical literary tradition could have
afforded to make such an explicit and
bold statement, which was absolutely
antithetical to the northern Brahmanical
traditions. What is celebrated here is
not the distinction created by birth, but
the distinction created by learning and
wisdom.

No literature can match Thiruvalluvar,
who declared: “Education is the only
indestructible wealth. All other material
riches are not true wealth.” He further
stated that an unlearned person, even if
born into a prestigious or "upper" family,
possesses no real value or dignity
compared to a person from a "lower"
family who has acquired education. True
nobility is determined by education, not
by the circumstances of birth. This idea
clearly shows continuity in the thought
process.

However, over the centuries, society
became increasingly rigid. Under the
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oppressive caste system, education and
dignified employment were denied to
many communities. This long history of
exclusion enabled certain communities,
particularly the forward castes, to
accumulate significant social and
economic power, while others remained
trapped in marginalization and poverty.
Then came the changes over the last
100 years, which have resulted in Tamil
Nadu emerging as a leading state in
education, which we have already
discussed.

If someone considers the above lines
from Sangam literature or Thirukkural
to be a lofty ideal proposed, they are
mistaken. There are archaeological
excavations that endorse the primacy of
education.

Graffiti, Common People’s Writing

There are certain personal names
mentioned in Sangam texts that are
also found inscribed in Tamili scripts
on pot sherds excavated at Sangam
Age archaeological sites in Tamil Nadu.
Names of certain Tamil rulers and
places are also found inscribed in Early
Tamil (Tamili) epigraphy from different
parts of Tamil Nadu. What does it mean?
Who could have written the names
on earthen pots used in Sangam Age
households? Either a pot maker or one
who purchased the pot and used it. Both
were among the ordinary members of
the then society. These were not the
State-sponsored “inscriptions” where
one can assume the role of certain elites
and professional scribes. The Tamili-
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inscribed pottery is certainly indicative of
the spread of literacy at the grassroots.
Look at the number of women poets who
wrote poems included in the Sangam
corpus. Look at the occupation patterns
of so many Sangam poets as revealed
by the epithets and identity markers
revealed as parts of their personal
names. People who belonged to various
segments of society and who pursued
various kinds of occupations for their
livelihood have written numerous poems
included in the Sangam corpus.

There are numerous ‘undeciphered
markers” known as graffiti which appear
in pottery found in archaeological
sites of Tamil Nadu, including Keeladi,
Kodumanal, Arikamedu, and numerous
other places. They do not simply seem
to be a form of abstract markings
or signs, but a significant means of
communication among common people.
It was noted that several graffiti found
in Tamil Nadu are parallel to the signs
of the Indus Valley Civilization. Many
of these marks match the Indus signs,
indicating the continuity of sign usage
and communication over an extended
period.

Principles of Social Justice and Voice
for the Voiceless

From the Sangam age to the present
day, our Tamil society has continuously
attempted different forms to ensure
social justice in education, employment,
and social status. The idea of four-way
division (caturvarna) and categorizing
different segments of society under
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one of these four varnas, birth-based
exclusion, and keeping certain segments
of society as ‘outcastes’ was a dominant
feature of Indian society as a whole.
In ancient Tamil society as well, this
concept started raising its head slowly
at some point in time, and we have
evidence to that effect from within the
Sangam texts themselves. But what is
more important is the response Tamil
society was giving to this new idea of
caste. The 24th Poem of Purananuru,
composed by Mangudi Kizhar, perfectly
puts forth a counter viewpoint. The
poem lists four flowers, four foods, and
four segments of people, and none of
the flowers and foods represent an idea
of rootedness. The “four foods” listed are
millets and cereals—not rice. Rice was
well-known and a celebrated food grain
even at the time of the Sangam Age. But
this poet refuses to portray rice, neither
as an important “four foods” nor as an
object of offering to the “God” of Tamil
society, which was nothing other than
the set-up stone (Natukal) established in
honor of the clan hero who gave up his
life to defend his people.

- SlIQUIGHT LIT6TT 65 LIGDHWIGHT &LLDLIG) 60T 65T My
S8HBeiT H6060F GRU|LD SEODED; ...

In these lines, Mangudi Kizhar
speaks about the “principal clans” in
his view, which were Thudiyan, Panan,
Paraiyan, and Kadamban. Importantly,
several of these are linked with music
and performance practices. In today’s
context, these clans are oppressed, and
few are listed as scheduled castes.
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The other important lines from the
same poem reads:
560860 Lpsfieit Sleoeogi
QB GSHFIL UTa|D SLejEblD BeoGeal.

These verses of Mangudi Marutan
indicate that the ancient Tamil people
did not worship gods to whom paddy
offerings were made, but instead
worshipped hero stones erected in
memory of the bravest heroes who
died on the battlefield. It might not be
claimed that ancient Tamil society was
“casteless” and free from “hierarchy”—
but certainly consider this as an effective
articulation of the voice of the voiceless,
a sort of cultural politics!

Distributive Justice

One of the other important principles
of social justice is distributive justice
— equal distribution of resources and
rewards.

Interestingly, Tamil literature from the
later Sangam period reflects the theme
of injustice and inequity. In Paripadal,
poet Kaduvan llaveyinanar writes about
Thirumal and the popular episode of
Parkadal.

... [Beir ysp 2 e, os;

BE0S DNFFNS [HO DATH HOHS
pGaiBewed SPbIw Fwidb S0 AP O,
Sep w5 IDl6o!...

The poem refers to the myth in
which Devas and Asuras together
churn the ocean to obtain the elixir of
immortality. Yet when the elixir emerges,
it is ultimately distributed only to the
Devas. In these lines, the poet appears
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to criticize the partiality shown in the
distribution of the elixir, describing one
of Thirumal’s hands as unjust for failing
to maintain fairness between the two
sides.

A literal or symbolic reading of these
verses will show that ancient Tamil
literature had always implied distributive
justice and had the confidence to
challenge unequal distribution and
moral partiality, even from God himself.

The ancient Tamil social value system
clearly recognizes hunger as a disease
and, above all, poverty as a social
injustice and failure of governance.
The term ‘Pacipini Maruthuvan Illam
in Purananuru 173 (literally, the house
of the doctor who cures the disease
of hunger by distributing food”) is a
thought-provoking one.

J

Economic Role of Women in the
Sangam Era

In the Sangam period, women from
all walks of life enjoyed better rights not
merely in name, but in practice as well.
From protecting the family to engaging
in trade and even participating in war,
there were very few restrictions on
what women could or could not do. The
social climate of the time further enabled
the advancement of women in various
aspects of life.

Between the Sangam age and the
contemporary period lies a long phase
in history during which women were
often treated as secondary to men
under the influence of rigid religious
structures. Women’s movements and
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choices became closely tied to ideas of
family honour. Though traces of such
attitudes still survive in some sections
of society, Sangam literature presents
a different picture, one in which women
were recognized as equals and actively
participated in the economic life of
their families and communities without
hesitation.

Maduraikkanchi, one of the important
works in the Sangam corpus, describes
elderly women entrepreneurs engaged
in trade, selling various goods in the
busy bazaars of Madurai city.

There are older women of fine beauty, with
long braids of white hair that resemble
the white conches of the vast ocean,
carrying in beautiful bowls, fragrant flowers
and goods desired by the people.

(410, Maruthan llanaganar, Maduraikkanchi)

In the same poem, the poet introduces
us to a woman shopkeeper who works
till late at night at her shop and sleeps
inside the same shop, wearing her
jewels.
uewfieod &60 DieflbF LIk SMd SIS,
6YBewL. [Hefleo OYHBMEIHEDL DieDLSS! LDLIDSIT
@eiaflewlp waefl Leitefl Slwy

625, Maduraikkanchi)

Besides depicting the scenes of
nightlife of an ancient city, these lines
convey the safety and security ensured
by the rulers of the time.

In Natrinai 118, poet Perunkadunko
introduces us to a woman selling
flowers at the marketplace. Similar to
Perumpanarruppadai, in the verses
160-162, which describe a woman who
sells buttermilk.
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[bITeiT GOM§ WAPID [Beowom Gefl
M GeoLP HiWELAIHLD STP6D, LiebewTHEHImeiT,
SPOBNS OSTRTL FabH60 DbUILDSET
(is0-162, Perumpanarruppadaj)
These verses describe a woman
with a dark complexion, neatly parted
hair, bamboo-like shoulders, and small
earrings swaying in her ears, engaging
in trade.
The following lines from
Perumpanarruppadai reveal a woman's
economic skill and talent.

Diewer efleweo 2_cwrefisir HemeT 2_L6ir DidHSH
6WBUI efleneod SLill LISLDEWITEH G\TeiTenmeT,
6ITHEWLD [H60 Dh6iT HBHNS WD LD
(i63-165, Perumpanarruppadaj)

After bartering the buttermilk for
paddy, the woman uses her earnings to
feed her relatives. Instead of buying gold
with the remaining earnings, she skillfully
invested it in more buffalo, cows, and
calves. These verses provide evidence
of her understanding of savings and
reinvestment.

Another poem from Akananuru
speaks about a fisherwoman who barters
fish in exchange for pearl ornaments.

.. S W

&MMe0s ShS Hwewrs CHMLEG QUTDTSHS,

Die) QMG 2_[6F, DD O1&FMEd, LINGRILDSEET,

OBGR O&me EILEIGLD Hoa W Wwpided

UREh 6155 \[peoetiehr (pHemau O\&meTaTmeT,

PG 2 DIP PSS [HE5TSHE0LD SLINITS 1D
Akananuru, 126)

Though the poem is intended to
celebrate the abundant resources of the
ancient Tamil world, it also highlights
that women had the freedom to trade
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their produce and purchase whatever
they wished.

Another poem from Akananuru
describes a woman bartering salt for
paddy.

Qpeogyb e L Crer earfi!
eaanerafGrn?” erens CHfOSTOID [HIUSILD...
(Akananuru, 390)

The lines suggest that salt and paddy
held equal value during the Sangam
period. One may also infer that women
living along the seashore travelled
towards the fertile farmlands of the
Marudham region to trade their produce.

The women of the Marudham
agricultural landscape, known as
Uzhathiyar, are vividly described in
the Purananuru poem 61. They are
portrayed as being engaged in the task
of weeding Neidhal and Aambal flowers
from the agricultural fields.

O\EMERTEMLE F06DDS SR SEWIPS HEWLAWIT
S e OBUIFDO DpHOUOOTE SLSLD,
weme Wefly, OFm

The above poems illustrate that
women of all five ancient landscapes of
Tamil society were involved in various
works, economically supporting their
families and communities. However, it
should also be noted that women were
not restricted to trade and farm work,
but were also given duties traditionally
performed by men.

In the Kurinji verses (41-45) of
Pathitrupathu, women guarding their
farmlands are portrayed with remarkable
realism. The poem recalls raised watch
platforms in the fields that even tigers
feared to approach. Yet, the women
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of the Sangam Age did not hesitate to
take on the responsibility of protecting
these lands, carrying out the task with
confidence and competence.

Women were present within wartime
spaces as well:
SOIHOSME WS, Safbged Sid APILDSS.
8rejused OFILD Sewniie @eiTeumsit
dipeaifié sFder L} eRIL, LDEISWT
apuie 19 seopwi OBECHSMAE asnafS,
HIiewD eflenESD BHSOSTDILD LDILL

(45—49, Paththuppaattu)

The above verses portray women
accompanying men to war camps
and assisting them in the aftermath of
battles. The poem also describes women
carrying shining swords around their
waists while lighting the lamps, in case
of a sudden attack from enemies. Such
references clearly indicate that women
were capable of handling weapons
whenever necessary.

The range of occupations undertaken
by women did not end there. Sangam
literature also mentions women engaged
in professions that later came to be
looked down upon by society, including
women liquor vendors and courtesans.

The women who operated shops
preparing and selling liquor were known
as Ariyal Magalir, while courtesans were
referred to as Paraththaiyar. However,
these occupations do not appear to
have been regarded as dishonorable
within ancient Tamil society.

In addition to physical labour and
trading, women of the Sangam age
also received education and became
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celebrated poets of their time. The
Sangam corpus contains the names of
nearly 32 women poets. We might have
lost many references to several other
women poets and their works over time.
But the very presence of women poets
in ancient Tamil society highlights the
fact that education was not limited to
men alone.

Avvaiyar was one of the most
prominent poets of her time. Her close
rapport with Adhiyaman is reflected in a
celebrated poem that portrays the king’s
magnanimity in gifting her the rare amla
fruit, believed to possess the power
to prolong life. The episode illustrates
the respect and patronage that women
poets received in the royal courts of
ancient Tamil society.

Meanwhile, women poets did not
make any attempt to please the rulers
and to retain patronage. It is evident
from the 66th poem in Purananuru,
written by Venni Kuyathiyar.

.. Beirefigild [Hebeo ereTGM

sellasner wrewry euewrewiil LipHSeaneo
WSS (Peos QLDWISL

Ypuiewr eormenil e s8@mHEsnEGer ...

In this poem, Venni Kuyathiyar, like
an ordinary poet, celebrates the war
victory of Chozha king Karikalan over
the Chera King Neduncheralathan. But
her conduct became extraordinary when
she began to praise Neduncheralathan,
who committed suicide after the
war, fearing that his wound might be
misunderstood as a mark of cowardice.
Vennikuyathiyar’s bold assertion
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in front of the winning king himself
showcases the intellectual confidence
and independence of the women poets
of the Sangam age.

Unfortunately, Tamil society miserably
failed to retain this social practice.
Following the Sangam age, women’s
rights were temporarily suspended due
to the deep-rooted religious framework.
However, modern Tamil society shows
keen interest in regaining many of
the lost values. This ongoing trend
is reflected in the number of women-
centric welfare schemes introduced in
recent years.

Women’s Welfare and Economic

Justice

Housewives' role is considered to be
the most strenuous but least incentivized
in the world. The Kalaingnar Urimai
Thogai scheme, rolled out in September
2023, provides Rs. 1,000 to eligible
women heads of families through direct
bank transfer. The purpose of the
scheme is to increase the financial
independence of women and lessen
the financial burden of households.
Government data showed that over 1.06
crore women benefited in the first phase
of the scheme.

Magalir Vidiyal Payanam is another
important initiative that allows women,
transgender persons, and persons
with disabilities to travel free of cost
on selected government buses. During
the Sangam era, women travelled
across the landscapes to exchange
goods for fish, salt, and other
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commodities. Likewise, today, women
travel in search of employment and
economic opportunities. Free bus travel
in government buses offers crucial
financial relief to such working women
and, in turn, indirectly strengthens their
economic participation and contribution
to society.

Education and social mobility

In Tamil Nadu, education has been
a primary vehicle of social justice
for a long time. The government has
launched several schemes to increase
educational opportunities and decrease
the economic constraints on students.

The Chief Minister's Breakfast
Scheme aims to take care of the nutrition
of school-going children, while the
Tamil Pudhalvan Scheme financially
supports boys from economically weaker
sections. The Pudhumai Penn Scheme
encourages women to complete higher
education and provides financial support
for women's studies, by improving their
employability and supporting women
students to go beyond their hereditary
jobs. The government has also worked on
strengthening educational infrastructure
under the Perasiriyar Anbazhagan
School Development Scheme and
Perunthalaivar Kamarajar College
Development Scheme to enhance
the schools and colleges with digital
facilities and advanced infrastructure.

These programs enhanced
educational opportunities and provided
support for first-generation students to
improve their social condition.

20

Youth Development and Employment

In addition to empowering women,
Tamil Nadu has always been a state
that invests in its future generation.
The Naan Mudhalvan Scheme is one
such example of Tamil Nadu’s vision
for global dominance in every sphere.
This particular scheme prepares school
students for real-world challenges by
providing them with skill training, career
guidance, and employability training.
This state-sponsored effort connects
schools to long-term economic and
professional growth.

Healthcare and Public Welfare

Healthcare, as mentioned earlier,
is @ major component of Tamil Nadu’s
social justice model. The Makkalai Thedi
Maruthuvam Scheme carried healthcare
services directly to patients’ doorsteps,
particularly helping elderly people and
those suffering from chronic illnesses.
This scheme provided health check-ups,
medicines, and physiotherapy support
as part of its outreach efforts.

The Innuyir Kaappom — Nammai
Kaakkum 48 Scheme introduced
cashless emergency treatment during the
first 48 hours following road accidents.
The scheme improved emergency
healthcare access and helped reduce
deaths caused by road accidents.
Together, these initiatives underlined the
government’s emphasis on accessible
and public-oriented healthcare.

To strengthen the employment,
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income, and livelihoods of farmers and
rural communities, the government
introduced a separate Agriculture
Budget, focusing on agricultural
development, irrigation, and farmers’
welfare.

The state also extended free
electricity connections for agricultural
pump sets, thereby reducing cultivation
expenses and benefiting small and
marginal farmers. These measures
reflected the continuation of policies
rooted in agrarian and rural welfare.

Housing and Infrastructure

Kalaignarin Kanavu lllam (KKI) was
a scheme for affordable housing support
to the vulnerable communities and the
economically weaker sections. Similarly,
the Thozhi Hostels Scheme provided
the provision of safe accommodation
for working women and female students
with the aim of women's education
and employment in urban areas.
These programs were designed to
enhance social security and access to
infrastructure for the deprived.

Special attention was paid to the
welfare of school-going Adi Dravidars
and Tribal students. The government
launched the Ayothidasa Pandithar
Housing Development Scheme to
address the issue of the habitations
of Adi Dravidars and has also created
the Tholkudi Scheme to ensure the
livelihood of tribesmen. The financial
support and subsidies to entrepreneurs
belonging to marginalized groups, such
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as women entrepreneurs and sanitation
workers, were provided in accordance
with the Ambedkar Entrepreneurship
Development Scheme. The upgrading
of the roads and village infrastructure
had a positive impact on economic
opportunities, as well as facilitating
connectivity.

The Tamil Nadu government’s
programme was always rooted in social
justice as a part of the “Dravidian
Model”. The state's primary schemes
and initiatives were aimed at educational
advancement, women's empowerment,
public healthcare, rural upliftment
and social equality. For many family
members, these schemes gave them
direct relief and the opportunity to have
a good education and access to a range
of healthcare for better living conditions.

The journey of establishing social
justice in Tamil Nadu has been a
long endeavor. Though the Sangam
era ensured the fair distribution of
resources among its people without any
discrimination, contemporary Tamil Nadu
is yet to reclaim its lost legacy. However,
the Dravidian movement’s education
reforms, reservation systems, welfare-
governance, and inclusive development
initiatives, with a succession of welfare
programs for women, school-going
children, youth, farmers, workers, and
the vulnerable, have been playing a
significant role in expediting the process
of attaining social justice for all.

The commitment to ensure social

21



justice in its full form is still a work in
progress. The path has been full of
challenges and will be so in the future
as well. But recognizing the roots
of social justice has very deep and
ancient roots in our social context,
which gives more encouragement
to remain hopeful. The medieval
setbacks and the Dravidian revival
in modern times and its continuing
legacies are perfect case studies of
the past, present, and future.
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SIR JOHN MARSHALL AND THE
TRANSFORMATION OF INDIAN ARCHAEOLOGY

Sundar Ganesan

Abstract: This study focuses on Sir John Hubert \_
Marshall, a British archaeologist who is known for
developing modern archaeology in India. Sir John Hubert Marshall served as the
Director-General of the Archaeological Survey of India between 1902 and 1928.
During his service period, he made immense contributions to the discipline of
archaeology, including announcing the discovery of the Indus Valley Civilization, an
event that altered the understanding of Indian history.

By focusing on the contributions of various earlier scholars, such as Charles
Masson, James Prinsep, Alexander Cunningham, and Lord Curzon, among others,
the paper provides insight into the state of Archaeological studies in India before
Marshal.

The article further highlights Marshall’s initiatives in conservation, regional
reorganization of the Archaeological Survey of India, scientific excavation
techniques, and the encouragement of Indian participation in archaeological
research. The article argues that Marshall not only reshaped the discipline of
archaeology in India but also transformed the historical imagination of the Indian
subcontinent, enabling the recognition of a civilization that predated the Vedic age
and redefined the antiquity of South Asian history.

Keywords: Sir John Marshall, Archaeological Survey Of India, Indus Valley
Civilization, Colonial Archaeology, Ancient Indian History, Cultural Heritage,
Historical Reconstruction, Scientific Excavation

Introduction articulating a lot about Sir John Marshall
There has been a severe upheaval and his role in Indian Archaeology.
in the last few years as we have been John Marshall is remembered for his
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contributions to Indian Archaeology
and especially for the protection and
conservation of India’s monuments and
heritage sites. One of his significant
and earliest contributions after heading
the Archaeological Survey of India is
the excavations of both the first[1] and
second[2] urban sites of South Asia,
though the second urban site was
excavated earlier.

For a long time, his contributions
were not recognized at the all-India level
as they should have been. Tamil Nadu
took the lead in complimenting his role,
especially for his historic announcement
of the discovery of the civilization.
Today, the name “John Marshall” has
become a household name as people
celebrated “Marshall Pongal” by cooking
Pongal and drawing Kolams in front of
their homes. Tamil Nadu has claimed
both the name and the civilization as
part of a larger cultural and historical
consciousness.

Who is John Marshall?

Sir John Hubert Marshall was an
eminent British archaeologist who
served as the Director-General of the
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)
from 1902 to 1928 and was known for
his astonishing discovery of the Indus
Civilization.

Marshall was born on 19 March
1876 in Chester, England. Between
1888-95, he pursued higher education
at Dulwich College in London, and
during 1895-1900 he completed his
Classics at King's College, Cambridge.
[3] While studying, he joined the British
School in Athens and participated
in the excavations in Greece, Crete,
and southern Turkey. He worked on
pottery classification, restoration of
Mycenaean vases, and archaeological
field methods, which later supported
his archaeological work in India. While
working with the British School in 1901,
Marshall was selected as the Director
General of the Archaeological Survey
of India. Before travelling to India, he
married Florence Longhurst and had
one son and daughter.

Between 1899 and 1905, Lord
Curzon served as the Viceroy of India.[4]
During his tenure, he was looking for
a young scholar with field experience
for the Archaeological Survey of India.
Later, he appointed the young scholar,
Sir John Hubert Marshall, as Director-
General of the Archaeological Survey of
India on 22nd February 1902, initially for
five years at the age of only twenty-six.
His appointment revived the course of
Indian archaeology through systematic
conservation, scientific excavation,

"John Marshall, ed., Mohenjo-Daro and the Indus Civilization: Being an Official Account of Archaeological Excavations at Mohenjo-Daro
Carried Out by the Government of India Between the Years 1922 and 1927, vol. 1. (London: Arthur Probsthain, 1931).

2Archaeological Survey of India, Annual Report, 1905-06 (Calcutta: Superintendent Government Printing, India, 1909).

3Sudeshna Guha, ed., The Marshall Albums: Photography and Archaeology (New Delhi: The Alkazi Collection of Photography in

association with Mapin Publishing, 2010), 232.

“David Gilmour, Curzon: Imperial Statesman (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1994).

Swami Vivekananda, Chicago Addresses (Kolkata: Advaita Ashrama, n.d.), 18.
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publications and institutional reforms.
When Marshall arrived in India, he
knew very little about India’s heritage,
but with the support of Lord Curzon, the
Archaeological Department expanded
greatly.

Indian Archaeology before Marshall

One should first understand the
preconceptions of Indian history to
comprehend the past of India before the
discovery of the Indus Valley Civilization.
Prior to 1924, the interpretation of
Indian history was based on the Vedas,
epics, and the Puranas. The Sanskrit-
speaking areas were referred to as
“Aryavarta,” and the culture of India
was often presented as a purely Aryan
and Vedic culture. Even in 1893, Swami
Vivekananda gave his speech regarding
the Vedas in America.[5] He didn’t know
that a great civilization existed before
this.

In 1827, a soldier of the British
East India Company, named James
Lewis, deserted the army and took the
name Charles Masson, and travelled
to the Indian subcontinent.[6] In 1829,
he visited the Punjab region and saw
the remains of ancient cities such as
Harappa. He didn't know what they
were, but properly recorded them
through notes and drawings. He wrote
Narratives of his various Journeys to

Balochistan, Afghanistan and the Punjab
in 1842, which was the first published
account about the Indus Civilization.

The construction of the railway line
between Lahore and Multan in 1857
experienced huge amounts of old
bricks being carted away for railway
construction.[7] This action caused
extensive damage to the archaeological
remains and destroyed the Indus sites.

Another great achievement in Indian
history was through James Princep, who
deciphered the Brahmi script used in
the Ashokan inscriptions.[8] This paved
the way for a new understanding of
the ancient history of India, Buddhism,
and Jainism. In the southern region of
India, especially in Tamil Nadu, Eugen
Julius Theodor Hultzsch promoted the
study of inscriptions. He recognized
and studied the Pallava inscriptions at
Mahabalipuram and the Brihadeeswarar
Temple at Thanjavur as great historical
works.

In 1858, the British Crown took over
the rule of India, and the Archaeological
Survey of India was officially founded
in 1861 by Charles Canning, the
Governor-General of India. Alexander
Cunningham, the first Director-General,
was influenced by James Prinsep and
showed interest in Buddhism. He was
the first archaeologist to mark the

5Swami Vivekananda, Chicago Addresses (Kolkata: Advaita Ashrama, n.d.), 18.

5K. Meyer and S. Brysac, Tournament of Shadows: The Great Game and the Race for Empire in Asia (London: Little, Brown, 2001), 73.

7 Nayanijot Lahiri, Finding Forgotten Cities: How the Indus Civilization Was Discovered (New Delhi: Permanent Black, 2005), 22—-23.

8V. N. Prabhakar, “Tracing the History of Indian Archaeology and Its Pioneers,” in Principles and Methods of Archaeology, e-PG Pathshala,
accessed June 1, 2026, https://ebooks.inflibnet.ac.in/icp07/chapter/tracing-the-history-of-indian-archaeology-and-its-pioneers/.
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Indus sites on the world archaeological
map, and his excavations at Harappa
in 1853, 1856 and 1872-73 laid the
foundation for the future excavations.
He recorded the damage carried out by
railway contractors and also found the
first Indus seal, a bull on which there
were six symbols. But he was unable
to read the script and believed it to be
something foreign to India.

Following Cunningham as Director-
General, James Burgess assumed the
office between 1886 and 1889.[9] Until
1902, the position remained vacant, and
historian Sourindranath Roy described
the time as a “dark age” in Indian
archaeology. This situation changed
when Lord Curzon made great reforms.

After becoming the Viceroy,
Curzon suggested the reorganization
of archaeology in India. In 1900, he
suggested that India needed to be
divided into regional archaeological
circles and created a centralized
administration under a strong Director-
General to be appointed. In 1901, these
reforms were approved.

Although Vincent Arthur Smith had
applied for the position of Director-
General, Curzon wished to have a
younger archaeologist who had field
experience. Curzon’s choice was John
Marshall, and in 1902 he appointed
him as the Director-General of the
Archaeological Survey of India. Historian

Nayanjot Lahiri attributes that the British
Museum played a key role in Marshall’s
appointment and calls Marshall ‘Indiana
Jones’.[10] As Marshall was chosen for
his archaeological research in Greece
and Crete, Curzon believed Marshall
would introduce scientific methods
in archaeological research for India.
Curzon was right. The evolution of
Indian history and archaeology was
colourful.

In the late 19" century, archaeologists
in India themselves realized that the
methods of excavating sites adopted
by pioneers like Alexander Cunningham
were not sophisticated and advanced.
As archaeology developed in Europe
and the Mediterranean, it became more
systematic, and many scholars felt that
similar improvements were necessary
in India.

In 1902, Sir John Hubert Marshall
took over as Director-General of the
Archaeological Survey of India and
was expected to modernize Indian
archaeology. Marshall brought his
experience of excavating in Crete and
was acquainted with more modern
Western archaeological methods. His
appointment was a result of the rise of
the conviction that Indian archaeology
was in need of more scientific excavation
methods, systematic documentation,
and stronger conservation policies.

9 Gautam Sengupta and Abha Narain Lambah, eds., Custodians of the Past: 150 Years of the Archaeological Survey of India (New Delhi:

Archaeological Survey of India, 2012), 11.

© Nayanjot Lahiri, Finding Forgotten Cities: How the Indus Civilization Was Discovered (New Delhi: Permanent Black, 2005).
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Marshall Administration and
Reorganization of the Archaeological
Survey of India

Lord Curzon was the intellect who
structured Marshall’s administration and
reorganized the Survey between 1898
and 1906 in the Archaeological Survey
of India. The Survey was divided into
various regional circles to bring efficient
control over provincial archaeological
departments under a central system.
Archaeologists such as Theodore Bloch,
Henry Cousens, J. Ph. Vogel, Taw
Sein Kho and Alexander Rea became
superintending officers.[11] Additional
regions including princely states were
added to the Survey’s responsibilities.

Between 1902 and 1904, Marshall
expanded the Survey’s administration.
The Punjab Circle was enlarged, new
officers were recruited, and separate
responsibilities were created for Hindu-
Buddhist monuments and Islamic
monuments, especially Mughal forts
such as Delhi and Lahore. The survey
included trained architects such as
E. Shepherd, R. Froude-Tucker, W.H.
Nicholls, A.H. Longhurst, G. Sanderson,
and J.A. Page. Marshall desired to
encourage Indian participation in
archaeology. The first Indian officer
appointed at the officer level in 1904 was
Devadatta Ramakrishna Bhandarkar and
later rose to Assistant Superintendent.

The Montagu—Chelmsford reforms
of 1920 made archaeology a central

government subject, meaning the
Government of India became fully
responsible for the Survey’s expenses
and salaries. Protection and funding
were given mainly to monuments
officially declared under government
care.

In 1918, the temporary post of
Assistant Director General was created
and held by David Brainard Spooner. In
1921, several new posts were added,
including an Assistant Superintendent of
Epigraphy with increased salaries, and
60% of service posts were reserved for
Indians. However, financial reductions
imposed by the Inchcape Committee
in 1923 greatly reduced the Survey’s
budget.

In 1926, the discovery of the
Indus Valley Civilization brought
major changes. A temporary Deputy
Director General post was created
for Ernest Mackay, and additional
staff was appointed for excavations
at Mohenjodaro and Harappa. The
government provided large additional
funds for excavations between 1926
and 1928.

Marshall’s contribution in
archaeological policy, conservation
and training

Marshall, in his ASI Annual Report
(1902-03), pointed out that Archaeology
is focused on two major objectives
— research and conservation.[12]
He stressed the importance of the

" Nayanijot Lahiri, Finding Forgotten Cities: How the Indus Civilization Was Discovered (New Delhi: Permanent Black, 2005), 69.

2 Gautam Sengupta and Abha Narain Lambah, eds., Custodians of the Past: 150 Years of the Archaeological Survey of India (New Delhi:

Archaeological Survey of India, 2012), 12.
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preservation of ancient remains that
represented a part of the heritage of
world civilization. His vision resulted in
the formation of the Ancient Monuments
Preservation Act, 1904, which gave
the government the authority to protect
monuments, to ban the export of
antiquities, to preserve archaeological
sites and to regularize digs.

Marshall helped to draft the Ancient
Monuments Act of 1904, inspired by
Britain’s Ancient Monuments Protection
Act of 1882.[13] The law had been
granted to the Government of India to
look after and repair the monuments,
to regulate the trade in antiquities and
to stop misjudicious excavations. It
enabled the government to control
privately owned monuments, to buy
abandoned buildings, to control the
export and movement of antiquities, and
to create site museums.

In 1907, the Treasure Trove Act was
amended to enhance the documentation,
recording and preservation of the
coin discoveries.[14] The amendment
stimulated the proper documentation
of coin discoveries, encouraged local
numismatic studies and enabled
collectors to acquire coins not needed
by state museums.

Marshall then formalized the
concepts of conservation in his important

publication in the Conservation
Manual (1923),[15] which emphasized
preservation over reconstruction. He
had insisted that archaeological officers
should be multidisciplinary experts
and have knowledge of architecture,
sculpture, epigraphy, excavation,
numismatics, photography, drawing,
and art history. During his tenure, he
recruited and trained many important
archaeologists such as Daya Ram
Sahni, who became the first Director-
General of the ASI[16] (Independent
India), and Ghulam Yazdani, who worked
in the Deccan and Ajanta region.

In 1903, Marshall began to offer
scholarships to Indian scholars in
Sanskrit and Arabic/Persian to develop
their knowledge of archaeology.
Students were practically trained in
architecture, sculpture, epigraphy,
excavations, numismatics, photography,
and drawing from various regional
circles in India. Daya Ram Sahni and
Ghulam Yazdani were the first scholars
to be trained under Marshall. Sahni
became the first Indian Director General
of the Archaeological Survey of India,
and Yazdani later took on the role of
heading the Department of Archaeology
in Hyderabad. Later, during 1910-1915,
scholarships were expanded for Sanskrit,
architecture, archaeological chemistry
and Burmese archaeology. Scholars

' Nayanjot Lahiri, Finding Forgotten Cities: How the Indus Civilization Was Discovered (New Delhi: Permanent Black, 2005).

4 Sudeshna Guha, ed., The Marshall Albums: Photography and Archaeology (New Delhi: The Alkazi Collection of Photography in

association with Mapin Publishing, 2010), 241.

5 John Marshall, Conservation Manual (Calcutta: Superintendent Government Printing, India, 1923).

6 Gautam Sengupta and Abha Narain Lambah, eds., Custodians of the Past: 150 Years of the Archaeological Survey of India (New Delhi:

Archaeological Survey of India, 2012), 13.
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such as Kashi Nath Dikshit were trained
under these schemes. These training
programmes and schemes encouraged
Indian’s involvement in archaeology and
increased their participation.

Marshall promoted and expanded
archaeological collections extensively
through museums, libraries and
photography. He felt that site museums
played an important role, as it was
important for the artefacts to remain near
the places where they were discovered.
Important site museums were opened
at Sarnath, Agra, Nalanda, Sanchi,
Mohenjodaro, Harappa and Taxila
during his tenure. In addition, there were
a few other archaeological museums set
up in Peshawar, Delhi, Bombay, Lahore,
Dacca and Poona.

Marshall started to establish a
big reference library dedicated to the
Survey, and this was later established
as the Central Archaeological
Library in Simla in 1902.[17] He also
established an extensive archive for the
photography collection in 1904, which
contained thousands of photographs
of archaeological objects, including the
photographs of the Sanchi sculptures
and Gandhara art.

Marshall actively promoted the
publication of archaeological work,
primarily in the annual reports of the
ASI, memoirs, excavation reports,

and research monographs. He felt
that discoveries should be published
immediately so that scholars around the
world can work and elucidate the history
of India. Marshall reorganized Indian
archaeology, renovated monuments,
instituted museums, supervised
excavations, and implemented modern
systems of conservation and heritage
management under the encouragement
of Lord Curzon. His projects of restoring
the ruins of Sanchi[18] and excavations in
Taxila[19] were landmark achievements.
He was also a significant contributor to the
conservation of the Mughal monuments
and gardens. Historian Dilip Chakrabarti
has subsequently noticed that many
protected monuments, museums and
archaeological foundations in India were
created and shaped during Marshall's
tenure.

Marshall authored several
archaeological and conservation works,
such as Indian Archaeological Policy
(1915), A Guide to Sanchi (1918), A
Guide to Taxila (1918), Conservation
Manual (1923), Mohenjo-daro and
the Indus Civilization (1931), and
Taxila (1951).[20] These writings were
the foundations of modern Indian
archaeology for research scholars,
intellectuals, and institutions.

John Marshall’s role in the
Transformation of Archaeology in India

7 Archaeological Survey of India, “Central Archaeological Library,” accessed June 1, 2026, https://asi.nic.in/pages/Central-Archaelogical-

Library/HQ.

8 John Marshall, Monuments of Sanchi, 3 vols. (Calcutta: Superintendent Government Printing, India, 1940).

9 John Marshall, Taxila: An lllustrated Account of Archaeological Excavations Carried Out at Taxila, 3 vols. (Varanasi: Bhartiya Publishing

House, 1975).

20 Sudeshna Guha, ed., The Marshall Albums: Photography and Archaeology (New Delhi: The Alkazi Collection of Photography in

association with Mapin Publishing, 2010), 236-237.
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During Marshall's directorship
(1902-1928), the field of archaeology
experienced a significant transformation
in South Asia. Marshall strongly believed
in systematic excavation, preservation,
and conservation of archaeological
remains in their in-situ positions. While
previous excavators tended to remove
monuments or sculptures, Marshall was
keen to preserve ancient sites in their
historical landscapes. He worked at
significant locations like Taxila, Sanchi,
Mohenjo-daro, Sarnath, Rajgir, and
Nalanda for long durations. Marshall's
supervision of the excavation techniques
was less intensive compared to the later
archaeologist Mortimer Wheeler, due to
his involvement in various projects at
the same time.

Marshall and Cunningham

The Archaeological tradition which
Marshall inherited in 1902 was already
influenced by Alexander Cunningham.
Cunningham's techniques were very
scientific at the time and depended upon
monuments, inscriptions, and the travel
accounts of Chinese Buddhist pilgrims
like Faxian and Xuanzang to identify
the ancient Buddhist archaeological
sites. Marshall did criticize Cunningham
on a few points, but overall, he kept
to the same approach. This gave both
Cunningham and Marshall a significant
impact on the research of the Buddhist
history and sacred geography of South
Asia.

Cunningham also had a profound
impact on Marshall's work at Taxila.
Both archaeologists were interested in
working at Taxila as it was reported in
Greek historical texts and in the accounts
of Chinese Buddhist pilgrims. Marshall
first saw Taxila as a Buddhist terrain of
stupas, monasteries and temples. Like
Cunningham, he attempted to connect
monuments across the region into a
unified sacred geography. However,
Marshall shifted more attention toward
the Greek and Hellenistic influence at
Taxila.[21] One reason for this change
was that the Chinese accounts of
Taxila were too brief to identify many
monuments clearly. This encouraged
Marshall to explore the site’s connections
with Indo-Greek history and urban
development rather than interpreting
everything solely through Buddhism.

Marshall’s work at Rajgir
demonstrates both his disagreements
with Cunningham and his dependence
on Cunningham’s broader methods.
In his book Rajgrha and Its Remains
(1909),[22] Marshall criticized
Cunningham’s interpretations of the
site. He argued that Cunningham’s
map of the outer fortification wall was
inaccurate and disagreed with several
identifications of Buddhist locations.
For example, Marshall believed that
Chathagiri, not Sailagiri, was the sacred
hill associated with the Buddha, and he
rejected Cunningham’s identification

21 John Marshall, Taxila: An lllustrated Account of Archaeological Excavations Carried Out at Taxila, 3 vols. (Varanasi: Bhartiya Publishing

House, 1975).

22 John Marshall, “Rajagrha and Its Remains,” in Annual Report of the Archaeological Survey of India, 1905-06 (Calcutta: Superintendent

Government Printing, India, 1909)
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of the Saptaparni cave. To support his
arguments, Marshall ordered a detailed
survey by John Wilson in 1904. This
survey showed that Cunningham had
underestimated the size of Rajgir’s
fortifications.

Cunningham and Marshall largely
ignored evidence related to ordinary
secular life. Residential settlements and
deeper habitation layers often received
less attention than religious monuments.
Their interpretations gave dominant
religious meanings to archaeological
landscapes, and these ideas later
became widely accepted through
guidebooks, museum displays, tourism,
and official signboards.

Excavations Undertaken during
John Marshall’s Directorship of the ASI
(1902-1928)

In 1903, Marshall conducted his
first excavation at Charsada from
February to April. The excavation was
conducted by Jean Philippe Vogel with
the involvement of Marshall.

Significant excavations were carried
out during this period, including sites
such as Ahar, excavated by Madho
Sarup Vats in 1925-26; Amaravati by
Alexander Rea in 1905-06 and 1908-
09; Avantipur by Daya Ram Sahni in
1913-14 and Besnagar by Devadatta
Ramakrishna Bhandarkar in 1913-15.

Marshall was personally engaged in
the excavations at Bhita (1911-12),[23]

Mandor (1908-09) with the help of Daya
Ram Sahni, Saheth Maheth (1910-11)
and, most importantly, at Sanchi
(1912-19). His most significant
archaeological work, however, was at
Taxila, where he excavated between
1913-17, and again from 1919-34.[24]
Other important excavations were
conducted by Daya Ram Sahni
(1922-24) at Bilsar, Henry Cousens
at Brahmanabad and Mirpur Khas in
1908-09. This was later explored by
Kashi Nath Dikshit in 1919-20 and by
Manoranjan Ghosh in 1926-27.

Marshall's work was focused
significantly on Buddhist sites and
ancient urban settlements. The
excavations at Nalanda were carried
out in several stages from 1916 to 1930,
under the leadership of John Marshall,
J.A. Page, Kashi Nath Dikshit, and
Hamid Kuraishi. In 1905-06, Daya Ram
Sahni and Theodore Bloch excavated
Rajgir under Marshall's supervision.
Excavations at Sarnath continued for
several years, supervised by Frederick
Oscar QOertel, John Marshall, Sten
Konow, Harold Hargreaves, Daya Ram
Sahni and Ramaprasad Chandra.

In South India, Alexander Rea
worked at Ramatirtham in 1910-11
and Tinnevelly district during 1902—-03.
In 1924-25, A. H. Longhurst cleared
vegetation and debris around the
stone chariots at Mahabalipuram
and later excavated Salihundam and

2 Gautam Sengupta and Abha Narain Lambah, eds., Custodians of the Past: 150 Years of the Archaeological Survey of India (New Delhi:

Archaeological Survey of India, 2012), 78.

24 John Marshall, Taxila: An lllustrated Account of Archaeological Excavations Carried Out at Taxila, 3 vols. (Varanasi: Bhartiya Publishing

House, 1975).
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Nagarjunakonda. In 1928-29, Kashi
Nath Dikshit excavated Mahasthan
to scientifically uncover the ancient
ruins.[25]

Excavations and explorations have
been carried out by archaeologists like
Taw Sein Ko and Charles Duroiselle
at Pagan, Sagaing, Hmawza and
Bhamo in Burma. Nani Gopal Majumdar
excavated Jhukar in Sind, and explored
numerous sites associated with the
Indus Civilization in 1929-30.

Marshall and Mortimer Wheeler

Marshall was criticized for his
excavation methods. Wheeler
contended that Marshall rarely
produced detailed manuals or didactic
memoranda explaining excavation
techniques, and the photographs from
his excavations rarely showed the
actual processes of digging, clearing, or
recording stratigraphic layers. However,
Marshall’s later excavations, especially
during the 1920s, were more systematic.
At Mohenjo-daro, he used photographs
to defend the quality of his excavation
work.

The excavations and conservation
projects carried out during John
Marshall’s directorship established
archaeology as a professional discipline
and transformed archaeology in South
Asia. Under Marshall's leadership, the
Archaeological Survey of India expanded
excavations across British India and

neighbouring regions, introduced more
systematic methods of excavation and
preservation, and documented major
Buddhist, early historic, and prehistoric
sites.

Discovery of the Indus Valley
Civilization

One of the greatest achievements
of Marshall's period was the discovery
and recognition of the Indus Valley
Civilization. The excavations from
Harappa and Mohenjodaro expressed
similar findings and antiquities with
planned cities, drainage systems, craft
production, and long-distance trade.
The sites of the Indus Civilization
revealed the existence of a highly
advanced Bronze Age urban civilization.
After these discoveries, Marshall
increasingly focused attention on Sind
and Baluchistan in search of related
prehistoric settlements connected with
the Indus Civilization.

Unquestionably, the most significant
turning point of Marshall’s career
was the discovery of the Indus Valley
Civilization. Under the supervision of
Marshall, Daya Ram Sahni excavated
Harappa, and Rakhal Das Banerji
excavated Mohenjodaro.[26] Seals,
weights, inscriptions, uniform bricks,
and urban remains were discovered
from both archaeological sites. Though
the two sites were separated by almost
700 kilometers, both revealed surprising

2 Sudeshna Guha, ed., The Marshall Albums: Photography and Archaeology (New Delhi: The Alkazi Collection of Photography in

association with Mapin Publishing, 2010), 253-254.

2 Gautam Sengupta and Abha Narain Lambah, eds., Custodians of the Past: 150 Years of the Archaeological Survey of India (New Delhi:

Archaeological Survey of India, 2012), 13.
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similarities. Marshall noted these
similarities were notisolated settlements,
but rather a vast, urbanized Bronze Age
civilization sharing a common cultural
system.

He closely studied artifacts such as
the famous humped bull seals and the
standardized Indus dice, observing their
craftsmanship and cultural significance.
Marshall famously described the Indus
discovery as the “first light on a long-
forgotten civilization.” His work shifted
the origin of Indian civilization much
earlier than previously believed and
laid groundwork for archaeology to
reconstruct the history of the Indian
subcontinent, instead of mythology
alone.

Announcement of the Discovery of
Indus Civilization

One of Marshall’'s greatest
achievements was the discovery of
the Indus Valley Civilization through
his supervision in the excavations at
Harappa and Mohenjo-daro between
1921 and 1923.[27] These discoveries
revealed a highly advanced urban
civilization much older than previously
known Indian history. Marshall
announced that the discovery was the
greatest in India's history.

It gave tremendous pride to the
Indians to find such an ancient and
advanced civilization in India, dating
back to the third or fourth millennium
B.C.E. The excavations received praise

in newspapers like Amrita Bazar Patrika,
and the government was encouraged to
fund the excavations. Marshall himself
confessed that the finds had given great
delight to the Indian national sentiment.

At the same time, Marshall wanted
international recognition for the
discoveries. Instead of publishing first
in Indian newspapers, he released the
findings through The lllustrated London
News. On 20th September 1924,
Marshall made a public announcement
to the world that India had a civilization
that was nearly 5,000 years older than
the Vedic period, and possibly spoke a
Dravidian language.[28] He defined the
people of the Indus civilization as urban,
literate, technologically advanced,
and culturally refined. This statement
had a revolutionary impact on Indian
historiography, which hitherto focused
on Vedic and Aryan traditions to explain
the past of India.

This decision caused controversy
in India. In 1925, Khan Bahadur
Ebrahim Haroon Jaffer questioned
Marshall in the Council of States
about why Indian newspapers were
denied access to photographs that
were first published abroad. Marshall
defended himself by saying he wanted
international archaeologists to study the
discoveries and help determine their
age and connections with other ancient
civilizations. He also claimed he was
following government publication rules.

27 Nayanijot Lahiri, Finding Forgotten Cities: How the Indus Civilization Was Discovered (New Delhi: Permanent Black, 2005), 311-320.
2 John Marshall, "First Light on a Long-Forgotten Civilization: New Discoveries of an Unknown Prehistoric Past in India," lllustrated

London News, September 20, 1924.
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This publication of photographs
in The lllustrated London News
- “First Light on a Long-Forgotten
Civilization: New Discoveries of an
Unknown Prehistoric Past in India"
quickly attracted global attention. The
Indus seals and artifacts exhibited in the
photographs were compared to artifacts
found in Mesopotamia and Susa by
scholars like Archibald Sayce, Cyril
Gadd and Sydney Smith. By comparing
the photographs, they came up with the
hypothesis that the Indus civilization had
cultural relations with West Asia around
3000-2800 BCE.

Parallels of Indus Civilization with
Tamil Nadu

In1935, the Archaeologist, K.N. Dikshit
visited the University of Madras and gave
a lecture in which he stated that places
like Tirunelveli, Madurai, Adichanallur,
and the Tamiraparani river basin
must have extensive archaeological
exploration.[29] Analyzing the shell
bangles and artifacts from Adichanallur
with the findings from Kutch, he proposed
that southern India could reveal a
contemporary culture or slightly later
than the Indus Civilization.

But such archaeological efforts
languished for decades, and it was not
until many years later that excavations
began seriously at sites like Keezhadi.
There were no serious studies carried
out to identify whether there are any
similarities between the metal alloys of

Adichanallur and the bronze technology
of the Indus Civilization. The excavation
reports of Keezhadi, including the 2004
report from Adichanallur, were delayed
for years, and early claims that there was
nothing left to excavate at Keezhadi were
retracted by significant finds made by
ongoing excavations by the Tamil Nadu
State Department of Archaeology.[30]

The cultural life of the Indus
Civilization should have existed in
the tradition of Tamils and in the
Sangam literature. The Indus script still
remains undeciphered, and researchers
reconstructed the civilization’s past
through the archaeological material
remains like pottery, bricks, figurines,
seals, toys, drainage systems, and
urban structures. There were many
female figurines identified in the Indus
civilization, indicating Mother-goddess
worship, and the presence of dice and
toys shows entertainment was also an
important part of the life of Indus people.

The similarities and cultural continuity
of Indus civilization and Tamil culture
are expressed in various forms. A seal
showing a man attempting to tame
a buffalo is mentioned in Sangam
literature, and modern Tamil practices
such as Jallikattu are celebrated during
Pongal in places like Alanganallur
and Palamedu. Cockfighting traditions
and other cultural practices are also
presented as examples of cultural
continuity. The famous bronze figurine

29 R. Balakrishnan, Journey of a Civilization: Indus to Vaigai (Chennai: Roja Muthiah Research Library, 2019), 125.

30 R. Balakrishnan, interview by T. S. Subramanian, “Keezhadi Excavation Report Controversy: R. Balakrishnan on Archaeology, Politics
and Tamil History,” Frontline, June 2025, https://frontline.thehindu.com/arts-and-culture/heritage/keezhadi-excavation-report-controversy-

balakrishnan-interview/article69612031.ece
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known as the “Dancing Girl” from
Mohenjodaro is compared with Sangam
literary descriptions of dark-skinned
young women wearing many bangles.
Such comparisons are presented as
evidence of deeper cultural continuities
between the Indus world and Tamil
traditions.

Marshall was also one of the earliest
scholarsto propose possiblelinks between
the Indus Civilization and Dravidian
culture. This Dravidian hypothesis
was immediately acknowledged by
researchers like Suniti Kumar Chatterji,
and followed by Henry Heras, Asko
Parpola, Iravatham Mahadevan and
R. Balakrishnan. Marshall identified
many non-Vedic cultural traits in the
Indus world, including mother-goddess
worship, elaborate ornamentation,
bangles, humped bulls, dice games, and
urban civic organization.

C. N. Annadurai in his book Arya
Maayai (1948)[31] stated that for a
long time people wrongly believed
Aryans alone brought civilization to
India. He argued that Marshall’s studies
helped reveal the richness of Dravidian
civilization and exposed the damage
caused by Aryan domination over ancient
Tamil culture. According to Annadurai,
Marshall’s research helped remove
Western ignorance and prejudice about
Dravidian civilization. This is one reason
why Tamil society values and celebrates
John Marshall today.

India is a pluralistic civilization

shaped by diversity. Tribal communities,
agriculturalists, fishermen, hunters, and
desert dwellers are described as forming
the roots of Indian civilization. Cultural
practices among tribal communities in
Odisha, Chhattisgarh, and Jharkhand—
such as buffalo-horn dances and lost-
wax bronze casting—are compared
with Indus seals and the “Dancing Girl”
figurine. The Indus Civilization itself is
described as a pluralistic civilization with
shared systems but multiple languages,
customs, occupations, and ecological
traditions.[32]

Why do we celebrate John Marshall?

The discovery of the Indus Valley
Civilization is deeply connected and
rooted in the ancient socio-cultural
history of South Asia, especially in
South India. Many cultural traditions
associated with the civilization continue
to survive among different communities
across the region. At a time when Indian
history was mainly explained through
the Vedas, epics, and Puranas, Sir John
Hubert Marshall argued that the Indian
subcontinent possessed an even older
urban, scientific, trade-oriented, and
people-centered civilization.

Marshall contended that an
advanced civilization existed in the
Indian subcontinent prior to the Aryan
culture and suggested that the language
of the Indus Civilization may have been
Dravidian. This was not acceptable
to people who believed that history
and knowledge of the Indians were

3 C. N. Annadurai, Ariya Mayai (Tiruchirappalli: Dravidapannai, 1981).

%2 R. Balakrishnan, Journey of a Civilization: Indus to Vaigai (Chennai: Roja Muthiah Research Library, 2019), 481.
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only traced from the Vedas, Puranas,
and epics. Due to this disagreement,
Marshall was not praised and celebrated
by many traditional historians.

During the 2025 Pongal, people
celebrated “Marshall Pongal”; just as
many Tamils celebrate “Pennycuick
Pongal” in honour of John Pennycuick,
people across Tamil Nadu celebrated
“Marshall Pongal” to honour John
Marshall’s contributions to understanding
ancient Dravidian civilization. In the
celebration, people made kolam and
maa kolam with Indus symbols like
humped bulls, dancing women, seated
leaders, and Indus and Keezhadi
symbols. These celebrations continued
the Tamil society's link with its cultural
heritage and history.

Centenary celebration: Discovery of
the Indus Civilization

The Indus Research Centre of the
Roja Muthiah Research Library, in
collaboration with the Tamil Nadu State
Department of Archaeology, organized
an international conference from 5-7
January 2025 at the Government
Museum Auditorium in Egmore,
Chennai, to commemorate one hundred
years since the announcement of the
discovery of the Indus Civilization by
John Marshall.[33]

During the inaugural ceremony of the
international conference on 5 January
2025, the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu,
Thiru M. K. Stalin, laid the foundation

stone for the statue of John Marshall
at the campus of the Government
Museum, Chennai.[34] The installation
of the Marshall statue on 19 March 2025
reflects the interest of the Tamil Nadu
government in the field of archaeology
and ancient history of Tamil Nadu.

Thediscovery ofthe Indus Civilization's
centenary was widely celebrated in 2024
and 2025. Conferences, seminars, and
public programmes were organized in
Tamil Nadu and around the globe. This
occasion was celebrated by universities,
colleges, political movements,
organizations and individuals. A major
role was played by the Indus Research
Centre of the Roja Muthiah Research
Library.

The Chief Minister unveiled the book
on Indus Signs and Tamil Nadu Graffiti
Marks: A Morphological Study during
the Conference. In his speech, Stalin
revealed that John Marshall's findings
had shifted the opinion that Aryanism
and Sanskrit were the only sources of
Indian civilization. He stressed the fact
that Marshall had pointed out that the
Indus Civilization had existed before
Aryan culture and that the language
of the Indus people could have been
Dravidian.

The Chief Minister also unveiled a
cash award of one million dollars to
anyone who successfully deciphered the
Indus script, which was accepted by the
archaeological scholars. Additionally, a

33 R. Balakrishnan and Sundar Ganesan, John Marshallai En Kondadavendum? (Chennai: Roja Muthiah Research Library, 2026).

3 “Stalin to Lay Foundation for Statue of Sir John Marshall,” The Hindu, January 3, 2025, https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-
nadu/stalin-to-lay-foundation-for-statue-of-sir-john-marshall/article69057253.ece.
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grant of ¥2 crores was allotted for the
research chair in the name of Iravatham
Mahadevan at the Indus Research
Centre of the Roja Muthiah Research
Library. [35]

The conference aimed to deepen the
understanding of the Indus Civilization
and its research for new discoveries. The
conference stimulated further research
in Indus Studies and discussions on
the similarities between Indus signs
and graffiti marks on pottery found in
Tamil Nadu.

Since 2018, the Indus Research
Centre, Roja Muthiah Research Library
has been celebrating 20" September
of every year as “Indus Day” to
commemorate the announcement of the
Indus Civilization to the world in 1924.
Various research lectures and events
are conducted annually on this day to
remember the discovery and also to
promote further research on the Indus
Civilization.

Final Years and Legacy of Marshall

Marshall retired as the Director
General of India on 6" September 1928,
but served as Officer on Special Duty
until 31stDecember 1934. This enabled
him to concentrate on excavations
and publications, particularly at Taxila,
Mohenjo Daro, Harappa and Sanchi.
He edited and published reports on the
major excavations and archaeological
reports, revised guidebooks, and

collected material for future projects
on monuments in Agra, Delhi, Multan,
and Mandu, though some of these were
never completed. Marshall left India
permanently on 15" March 1934 and
later in 1936 became a Fellow of the
British Academy. He passed away on
17th August 1958 in Guildford, Surrey,
at the age of 82.[36]

In search of Marshall’s grave

In 2024, Sundar Ganesan and R.
Balakrishnan travelled to England in
search of the resting place of Sir John
Hubert Marshall.[37] They went to St.
Martha's Hill near Guildford, where
there was a church and a cemetery
with around 300 graves. After searching
through the cemetery, they were unable
to find Marshall’s grave. He was not
widely known in the area, but it was
known that other Indians had previously
searched the area for the grave of
John Pennycuick. Later, the Guildford
Historical Society informed them by
email that Marshall was cremated and
not buried.

Sir John Hubert Marshall is
considered culturally and politically
important. Marshall redirected Indian
history toward scientific archaeology
and argued that the Indus Civilization
predated Vedic culture. The discovery of
the Indus Civilization is also a hundred
years old, and so is the Dravidian
hypothesis associated with the Indus

3% K. Nitika Shivani, “Tamil Nadu’s Growing Fascination with the Indus Valley Civilisation,” The South First, January 18, 2025, https:/
thesouthfirst.com/tamilnadu/tamil-nadus-growing-fascination-with-the-indus-valley-civilisation/.

% Sudeshna Guha, ed., The Marshall Albums: Photography and Archaeology (New Delhi: The Alkazi Collection of Photography in

association with Mapin Publishing, 2010), 236.

37 R. Balakrishnan and Sundar Ganesan, John Marshallai En Kondadavendum? (Chennai: Roja Muthiah Research Library, 2026).
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Civilization. Archaeological excavation
in Tamil Nadu has led to fresh avenues of
learning about the Indus Civilization and
awareness of this heritage among the
public. Marshall’'s greatest contribution
was recognizing Harappa and Mohenjo-
daro as part of a major Bronze Age
urban civilization whose significance
extends to Indian, Tamil, and Dravidian
history.
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uBiseflliyw, yHws soels Csmearensenw
@wanafler ellengsgé Qsemm euFeTMILD
apg Curserbd. doMmsEd i Hoels
shemswnssd GCarnarporbd. HomsE
SLEGUWaDWer L WIaTLISS
Qzflwend .Qreirgabd 2 arend QmESnS)
campreyd g WG@HHMmEEANG ererLg)
urjlueiseiles fpgmeareanwd FnibHss.
warGpreney @M Y sHrBlluraanss
SMHEWITHET (2010 LD MG MG
sHns Carfl Herjsdl Qauigeny.
sIrwres GHaruled oIHmMms @D
Qserenen wrETaTS e ,EHHT FJ. SMOG
werGom, Qscener LISTETS 6N 4, @HBHITSHL
usel gy HS FW Y @O SHaf0
1820-1827) @(H SM&E GSelLd HAevpul Hi&
LBy soallenl emareu(HdEGL LFauaTsS
e QY ndlu umseilenu, ger gH,
@nsarisamer, @H5s SLHenT &S DI

18y b mIHMremgen KWHLUGS euenr
shlpssde QuU@BLUIYPL GMmES®LW,
Go&s0ell  WHMIWD S ewrenenriiLerefl & 6r
ppeD SHMYID, SHNSSNID HLbHSer. Hed
ererg  swevdl(Hs, Q@b swwWb Ceugld,
smav&rD, g FTiHS QesSwid, LjFrewrd
T eSS FAMHEN HHSHLDSMmars HDHH&
&HOCW cupser . sHASSILLL ur_mkigaefle,
urLg SlLmasefler wHCurssrear L&D
HenLwingl. soell LaTHTWUSILTILTIMTSTS
Qome. el soalssrar &5 ser
epLlulgmbser. CHeaumyd, &mpennser
Quflwyprenrd GumeaTpencusmers SHLN5S,
m&a WLLESEH, UsH LWsESHo meauds
ws5Cs1H 2pey Qsrar® maufs WHE
sMmeHuwsmer Yrs5swels SLBsSs.
QarcuCaumy sww auflur® enmsenersd
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QsneT_emeusemer gennsd @bg) gorsdw
Wery srHwussnre Upssaflds Ll
L&ESHEHSGL, CuarsErs@h T s Ser
CQuurpred sHEeb, sHNESL WLMS S
apss Geiaung Afsad Sidle| LnSID
IS5 0 WESEHSGW, ©lL 6T s EnsELw0
LG 2wrddled Qmbs sStslL o
mullener &WHFH 6UHS LDENMF S 6TE S 6T
Wegerf) soel erayd iMleysdsafenw
raflu wWEsEHEG UNSHSE CQaThEETF
Cumilmbasred SWOPHETH Qearabd HAe
mroprar@ser KerGermsHl Gumudlms L.

18 gy, b
wrarersensl Qurmsdseuanyuiler soafludc
aNflaun&asd e gLilem
QoHss S Waa@b whHsHomw
LIPI® CSTLIHSS. 19D HIHHT TG 6
WhopugHuWer srosLi e e

BT DT erig & @ & 6 6» er

WHsad HSLONS

auarf&fluiledr, wearGCarHpd gméGennw
yoduwrsGe Qmbsg eaarCm LD
saflsflerpeny. soalsars CFomellL
Qrens ererug) L9n QUewT(H) LOMSTEwTIES 6 6r
L llsad @epeaurs QMmbSFH ereTLIZID
SlaupPled SOSSSHMT OISTERTLD (Lp 6T 6urentlud b
Qmbss ererugd SC 2 6ter efleurmiser
gl Jblw prdpg.

Qanh | sosssT | CFearener | LbLMD
1920 5807 480 1401
1921 6832 480 594
1922 9081 480 594
1923 6134 480 594
1924 19,970 480 1434
1825 57,122 480 66563

source H.Sharp, selection from educational
records part 1 (1781-1839. History of Education in
Tamilnadu - Dr.Francis. SMuthu. LI& - 80)

1813 (PH® (PH® 1826 eGuemFwmen
sTsL LSS CFamener LbTsmenr g e
soallssrs GsaallL Ggrens em.480
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Camgenws grewr_allcwenc . CsGauemeruied
1826 Y arH&GLU W6 F LM LLEEG
2 WiBSENG STwev werGCorellen SHeaal
auerf&dl SHLLIb STramons HambhS Sl
Q@Qoulab uSiLeaeld G &ermemar
wrsrewd Wergmd Q@ @mUuUensuLwb
UBLUMNIL,EOE5ST GQFaenarenw el L6
g ser (perCGenr QBSen eramLmng Muw
e épg!.

Qe | svsssr | Qsemrenar | LbLMD
1827 30,077 2,140 13,096
1828 22,797 2,980 10,054
1929 24,663 3,614 9,799
1830 28,748 2,946 12,636

source H.Sharp, selection from educational
records part 1 (1781-1839 .History of
Education in Tamilnadu - Dr.Francis.
S.Muthu.L1& -80)

UDUM, SOSSST LoTsTenrEsaeflel (bS5
Qserener wrETeTD (CFGTENET LD ST 6D
ererugl, SO B, é&r_’r,ﬁl;rrr Riqaqm, Cayer,
&SIBTL&T e, ol ss56| <, Hwmeusafler
fo LGHa6r genhenenThsMEUSET Y, GLD.)
soalls Qsrarenstlie sailsdHmbs s
Srflen flieunss556S CsemauiLpb weflg
UaHMS 2 (HhaulsEs OlouGRaTESEHESS
Qs &858 sodlew aprigaams ol
cwy srHlearméEEe 2wi sdaelemw
eumIGeug (downward filtration theory) miserg)
Srflue Fgrhs elemerur_H&@ Wsa b
QurmsswLraTsETsE QMHEGL eTemm LWl
Hreunsgdlen soalls Cararenswng QH5S 3.
QgL Kerudn rETahSamer euadlwmnss
UHSSI-

uCurg Oaearener Wwr&Tewrs Slen
AEEHITE QMHHS F7.5Twev WwerCom
e aulfl safl el erews LwenflGFmE.
swedl uraerssiL Cauarhb  earme
g 3 2wi yhsde o arCermmss
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QaemmenLw Ceuawr@d ererm &b GlLefluf e
EPCET&Hw augsd s Hige Cariur (s
theory) wmprs SOBGHS
soallenw LUFeUTES OL,E@BHT &FF.HMOEY
wLearGor WPWeTHITT. ST HTHUS
soallenil JMAAUHEGL LTaUTEGLD
dlismss swurflssl, S@s Herl(pepll
LubSs (pwempry

Qedveuhs s er,

(downward filtration

Hewsdlpryser.
plarriser wHMD < L Awrearfsefl1pib
Cumerelled wreflwmbser CUDm LSS L
Causl
wL@EWw Cuenfll urgsTSHFH. LTFLILIGTTSET
LLOCL sl sHn eubgeny. Hcoelssren
MG SE FHUGEHWL IAUTHEHESS
HAnpCs Qmbser. sHOHMMD HreThisL
USeNEEHD HUTEEHEGS &STHE(HHS 6.
&L UallsEr&EsTas 2mflWiseners

LML &T6m 6 & 6T &Losfué]@g,gmg,

swumiubGSsgbL Cpréfled OQeswadul B eubs
Qaenenen e CarlenL soamfluiiey (college
of fort st.george) g RSACOWIHET WHMILD,
@rdurseile @hlurs urflueryser,
Qaveordlwufsear LWLHGCWL sdel &H&
QPubsgl 1 @iflefiaid Sflapagid -
Co geusy Craem L& 261) eulLmy Gomfaer
UnéseflgslulLer. STPSSLILLL &S
Lo CQuearser Uerelds@er HenLw
Sa@ind Qaame . Jraludaised flsrs
Lohae.

warGCpr @Ks Heowerw wTHD
pwerpry. soellyw Ceuene eumuiliLLd
SmaTa(hSGLIasTs QMmsse Gouemm@HLD
aarufed 2mHurs QOHSTT. HSHHTSH
galeanrm wLraulLd sSmebs b
2 wiflenaols ueteflser sresmeiledr Qg m_s&sL
uearaflser, 2 (haunrsseyb, "Q@HHwisemar
&l uafliigin, CGoeeaw, Speaw B
wenrprisaefler GQumerellcd  LienflFsse|bd
Yupédssny. ‘Geaf a®ss puhfser
slpssHenr swel cugperpdie LHwg .
SemnEG QHHS < EpBisafle wearCom
Cure wr@mb Q5s SaTeys@ STsswmer
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wepuiles waEs6r soell LUHNEF AbHEsald
Qaoama .(WPuhHfssebd Qdeme.

1813 9,0 Y amrigen snsand HMmss
sl Q@pSuiseEpsE soallwealliugeo
sauard CexsSwug. QHUA@ID 1823, D
g arh euemy JH5E FLLL WGHS
S AwsgL CarCu apsiiulLg.
sl upm CuAsQanary @b
Sama|d@ Ceswourhaseaiad Cameels
Qamer@EpbUgwWTer WearCearhmd er g6
Qaoeme N6 FlL6atnd Q&TETiq(HHS
Cprésmisaner HleapCounmeushasner ehs
BL Gy SensEEnL CuohosmeareriiLLaldene.
Qurgs soelluien Henew WHMID Femen
CobuBsHusNETE LU L
Qurg Bneuamseier Heme o fuepheann
QrITUeugHGW:; wsasaler AnhHs
SVNEGL, JUTSHEHSGL LW e 6rer
Siflma JBlPsLLOSSUSHGSL FTHD
BL Gl Sn&aeT e Bl Cupeidene.

2 awrenwuilled soaflufer HLGCUTENFW
fenew updlw Bl Lerefl 6 6urbisenLDd
STEALLD Qevena. flo Cgrear® HmieuaEisar,
wepuaflwreriser, Harfser, Feps
ErHmbpaundasdr Frser wreulL G
2 aten svell cusdser LHHNW FHSeuwSmer
Qe B@Hurd CrE&ss Cgm_ridlery.
Qaremr® Hmeueamtiseien Laflanwd &euwr®
2 5Gausd Qubm 6L Hifeurs 18209, Lb
<24, GTTIq-60, SHebeflenw Hreudl&sab, sodeluilc
W5SH Qsayb, RURIGLESSLD s HiEw
Haadsmerl QUDS saws6lasBLe FhHUL
B EBIsmar iflojnsSus.

Qserener WISTET Y EHHT SO 6
werGom, LDLUTL LISTaET Y EHHT
cofearenGLmer WHMLD &H0&SHHTelde
saufeny Glgerred edlcallwid Guewrig B gL,
shlagany eloallwbd L 1b, HAHACwrF
HSHS wrnasrawmseaied soel Hemew
GMs5s s Yerafl eleurtisenears L g
QarLmdleny. soels Casmerensenw L
Qurmsseaenyulico @ LDLOTSTewT M & 6T
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galaream swWECs 2 flu salls el
utemsemws CsiHes058 Isasen
urenguiled LiwlerLiLL L 6.

18209} 1d 2y, er(H) GlFcmenan Lom&Tewrs S em
2, @BHITS Rudlssiul L gmoev werGom,
ugallsE® aps fo a@mLBmsaCaCw
Qearenen wrhlwgdHen el wWenpm LDHM
MGG QsrarLry. s farL sts5HDE
WHmsW STHLSH® 6L @mLDLUTTer
oCrmuwu preseie QmHs Hemewenws el
Qrdws socpean WssE AnbHssTsed
2wipssTEed QBH55 radlp Lflsd
SNBSS BOHSS!

Cogb swell Hlewwenw umdw
sHCuremgsw Heamwenw HHMausHans,
1822@e, wrallL PLrAwy Hary
TgamE@ 2L ulLl  ugdasaflaerer
vereflser,scel Hlene, LUGNGYLD LOTETeUTSer
amef &g Seuiseilen b, jeuisafled
Caugb LuNeid
G557 LITETAUTSEET WHMD e g
snflenw& Csjhg wrewrey, omenredlwiyseflen

LD IT 60T 6U 7 & 6T, (Lp 6 GOl LD,

ulgwe wHmw HAfluiselsr eleupriser
AHwuaunans Osrgssalsgwmm
Smard g YPLAWFSEHEGL SHNHEMS
Sj@iiuitl L g Cuoaib, Bsl uereflsafle
vueru®SsUU@BLL UrLl 4SS Smsar,
LpmelsEh pemm wreamefsHear CFayss
Caamgw wrgrpdyr Jowg Hparhs
so6ells sLLewrd, uPdlw efeurkiseneruyLd
UPRIGLINL PEHEHT PUOSLLSE
Cal (s QsnerLg.

18229110 year(h LI L Awi
SEH&@ Ui @I sHHEms jeurs)
wphCunsarer Qewgisarer (perGerm L Loms
IGLELE

‘@i wasafler Mwrenwewts uHm

@rflonrpHebd QbHureled Bl@Swimer

Sferafled erpsLILILHeTearg). 6uis el

soel yMlenes cuearfsas G ouar®wd

erammid euellwmsd ersLILL(HeTearg.
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Qpearnd @encuser wneb 6eumd
Cuéssaraligub oW s eradl g id
QméHearmen. @eHaTen 2 (HLILIG W T
srfluBiser ergeb GeuwliLLTD®
QmsSlemmer. @BBHI IR0 FHULL BLOF
STy sarne gHuLl B erer
WsHSTLIE L& 6 ST GTE S @ LD
w&EEpmLW delenr STTHTSmMS
Sifleugnarer eeUrEISemeTd SOLILDTSE
Ceafléas (pigub.
B QBB e LCsmer enwlienLis
Qzfihg Osrar@erCermd. LTS
Qarfe eleursens CaaflggearGermid.
wsaflenr Qsrensw b eudsafler
arpsams armsamerybd 6s5fbg
QamamrHerCermd. o,emTd i 6uisEnH
LW socld sriems ummé
AMlgib QsAHas O merereldena.
Qprriger sl Hleavoamws Czfbg
Qardraugnaner aufleuens K6 & 6r
garpllome. 9 &Ca QKL I 6n
s0el& srTenovsaflen odeurmsenerub
S|em6usailen BenL(penm eNeUHhISEmETLLD
Cesflliug BTiger HoMTPESS
glenewruns HH@L. 2
barCpreller Q@HS M&ms
Cu@pbUTETEND &S LWa@MID auemduiled
socluflenr UTengenw HmULNwg). 1822 (LPS6
wrel L Hieurstigser Lereafl elleurmisener
Cosflass CQammflar. g &wry @rew®
QUBLBIGH ThHFHS Qsmenrg).
CesflsaliulL yerefl elleurmi&eruig
Qurgl uereflser wHmD Weager LeTerfl &er
ApealupasdNE Wy, gndEennuw
paQanrm SrrwgHeb uerefser
BEHI@SUD JMausH GYHDSSEHEGS
Copamauwner pluemLd QFTLESS
socllenw aupmler reTUMSULD, 6B
upaeore 2 aprl@sasdell wenp
BenL(penpuilcd QBHSH eTeTLMSW|LD e
< eyser GQeuaflliLBs e
28-06-1823 D|6NM SHEHFTQLT LOTEUL L
QLA sTiLer el hsansuiic
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LIl L L& &e6T Qg,rrma; 3,82,667 @‘__.LGSQJLEJ,
uareflgeafles Qmure@mb Csfpng 18,351
Uiy $55TSa|D, 884 QFML&&LiLerafls @b,
109 2wiflemel ueaallsEpd QHHSSTSSH
Qzflelssmy.

9|Cs Gumem 23-08-1823 jerml, H(HFSE
wrelL L dwuy CeamlLjev eydu
SMsmauice wEseT CFrens 4,81,292.
Sidlev 790 QgrLssliLetaflser, o 2 wWiHencLl
uaraflser Q@mbssrs GSHLAGEDT].

IG5 srs LGSl wgeny wreul LS
844 LiaTaflGer @mbsem, Heupdle 13,871 Guiy
saall Lufenpeny. @ elwliysGFlu Qe
cramanGlauemmed sevell SHELD TenreuFsaflcd
605 GLIT @earid CHeugndl ClLIGTS 6T 6T GTLIZ) ST
Coaib @m saLtliGCor Hoag @
uareneamulGaonr cupsswrear Csmflaned
Qe QenerEriseners SWMTTLOSSHUSHSTS,
s1dl @igssamsen, Sphow @bss
sEpa@L saflssalll udealisedar g &sl
UL g (BbS 6.

SmEpoCaue o Ay i@ evevL e
SiMsensuiler , a6l HEL Cluewr LeTenerder
Qu@pbUrEIDd BIligwibd 9 HuefsernsCeu
Cyeu grélger - .70 Qmbseny erenm
HmOpodGaual wreullL L Awiflen
Sfsens Famdlpg. QuansEpsaTear Hoai
crerig) Camemeu wreul L s enasGameny
snflenws CefhgeuisEnd@ BHLemd WL (HLWD
QeradlsQasr@sasliulLg eaardpry
Gameneu oy, Slwi gren Feadleue.s

erevem el L kisafler ifl&amnsulledmns
QupluulL ssaudler gliuenL uile
‘Qeerenen  wrHaGHer 12408 & etrem emrLs
uearaflser Qunidl ubssTSa L, UM
1,88 650 LOMEWTGUT&GT HMHMHSTHELD, aufsaefley
<2}, GUT & 6T 1,84,110 LOILIGHT &6l 4540 GTEUGYLD FnHuIF).
1,88,650 LOMEMTGUTS6ITG) 13,561 (PSS WIFTSHET, 42,502
Gurir Yprwemrgser, 19,669 GUF eneudlwTser,
85,400 GU GSSyrEer wHmLd 27,518 CuF 9D
snflaeamenrsd Cafhseuiser Liudlemmeuy.4
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@@ uk@ LLHGCL QMEBEGWL UTFLILIGTTS6T
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WerGar @ Bear cureorm Q@HsHms.
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Qapdler peraraniitier @B Seme
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Qmbser. Ceussd soqnflser LTFlLGTTS6mTe
UTFUIT&EF&&ETs BLSSLLULLam . Caug
ur_greneuiler Lreueisemns ClFeuhsiser
abargriser, lolNryssd, remms
fsrflaer erar LML QEHHST. WaE
o vereflser LLECWL QU LSS earTe

RHwellssiu’ @ Quidlusrss Qsfdng.

‘@aQeanrm LIETUMEGL &oalé
slLew eNflsD wreul L $g&@ I L LD
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aueny, a@GdsslulLgl. gy agLlLy
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ymoerd SHHEO (PenDUD  (WPev6ilba Eh &S
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50, QeEE, wLrTss, Ao QL Risafld
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Ceerener wrhleogde Wapearflser wHmd,
salwry uvearallser o ulys s ems &l
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wHmd 2 wihlenell udellser QmbasnaaLb,
Quemser WHMWL STPRSSLULL L 6IFSer
@Quuedreiisafles LUpsseafldsiulLgrsea|wb
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IHW (P(PEUGILD HIDMF 1000 ESHEHSES R (H
uerefll @B Yerafleleurriseaner GoegLd
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LLECW a6l sHoeurTed QEBHSTH. rearCeu
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aTémrailar sevaldh SLLib ..
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The Concept of Social Justice in Tamil Society - Antiquity and Its
Continuity - R. Balakrishnan

This article offers a fresh perspective on social justice by tracing its roots to the Sangam
era. In the humanities, the idea of social justice is often introduced as a recent political
construct. However, this article draws evidence from ancient Tamil literature,
archaeology, and history to establish how the principles associated with this concept
have long been embedded in the ancient Tamil society. By connecting ancient moral
traditions with the modern-day welfare policies of the Tamil Nadu government, the
article demonstrates the continuity of the idea of Social Justice among Tamils across the
centuries.

Sir John Marshall and the Transformation of Indian Archaeology
- Sundar Ganesan

This article reassesses the enduring legacy of Sir John Marshall. His discovery and
announcement of the Indus Valley civilization in 1924 forced historians to rethink the
origin of Indian Civilization. It transformed the understanding of India's ancient past.
This study highlights how his pioneering work in the field of archaeology and his
institutional reforms and conservation efforts reshaped Indian archaeology into a
modern scientific discipline. It further explores how his work challenged long-held
historical assumptions and expanded the chronology of South Asian civilisation.
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