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Preface

Vanakkam to the Readers of Dravida
Pozhil, on the Equality Day.

The Hon’ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu
has announced that Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s
birthday on Apr 14 every year will be
henceforth celebrated as Equality Day and a
Pledge of Equality will be undertaken under
the auspices of the Tamil Nadu Government.
A similar announcement was made last
year for Periyar’s birthday on Sep 17 to be
celebrated as Social Justice Day. This is
a very welcome initiative and a nurturing
ground for the next generation of Dravidian
Movement.

Equality & Social Justice have always
been the core philosophies of the Dravidian
Thought.

The adage ‘All Men & Women are born
Equal’ is akin to the statement ‘The Sun rises
in the East'. It is plain common sense. Are we
struggling to establish this simple truth? Yes,
not only amongst Tamil people, but world
over, only to establish this simple truth, many
movements have struggled in the past and
are still continuing their struggle.
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The battle between Superiority x Equality
has been waged right from the days of
Valluvar. That's why he had to sing a simple
statement like ‘pirappu okkum ella uyirkkum
(All are born equal)’ as a core philosophy.

*  Gender Equality

+ Divisional Equality

»  Class Equality

+  Equality of Castes

*  Equality of Religions
*  Equality in Food

*  Equality in Education

And there are many more facets of
Equality in our daily lives. The word ‘Caste’
itself signifies superiority, and when all
Castes become Equal, there is no such thing
as Caste — right? Wherever the preaching
of Superiority x Inferiority is advocated, we
should leave no stone unturned and establish
Equality as a true facet of Humanism. This
is our bounden duty and giving back to the
Society. This is a continuous process and
has no retirement whatsoever.



This issue of Dravida Pozhil contains 5
Research Papers.

1.

Cultural Diffusion and
Tamil Merchants in History

Critical Thinking in Masses &
Social Justice

Humanism & Thiruvalluvar

Buddhism: Evolution &
Decline — A historical view

The History of Deceit of the
Dravidian/Tamil Peoples

We request you to immerse yourself in
this research, read the above papers and
share with your academic communities. In

this
like
and

Dravidian Academic Journey, Readers
you have been traveling along with us,
our sincere love and thanks to you as

ever. Come ye, let’s explore.

The Board of Editors.

Prof. Dr. Kannabiran Ravishankar
Prof. Dr. P. Jagadeesan

Prof. Dr. P. Kalimuthu

Prof. Dr. Sp. Thinnappan

Prof. Dr. Nam. Srinivasan

Dr. Soma llangovan

Dr. V. Neru
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Cover Page Theme

Today, Dravidian thoughts are slowly and
steadily reaching all over the world. Progressive
thoughts are much needed, especially during
the times of backwardness and stagnancy. They
trigger the human thought and uplift the human

heart towards Rationality & Social Justice.

Periyar was a self-made free thinker. Most of
his thoughts arose, not out of extensive reading
of the works of others, but out of his own free

thinking.

However, his thoughts have predominantly
stayed in his own mother tongue — Tamil. Only
a select few of his progressive ideas have gone
into the domain of English and other languages.
Periyar himself was running three magazines in
English — Revolt, Justicite & Modern Rationalist.
But again, the time has come now, to go even

beyond.

People in different states of India, especially
North India - where Social Justice is at its lowest
ebb today, need to be educated on Rationality in
their own native tongue. Periyar & Ambedkar’s
writings are the best medicine for many of the
social evils prevailing predominantly in the Indian

casteist society.

Also, the Dravidian Model—which is a Success
Story in the state of Tamil Nadu, has to be shared
with the rest of the World.

Progressive Movements worldwide, like the

Black Lives Matter and Feminist Movements
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for example, can compare and contrast with
the Dravidian Model, and both sides can share
their strategies towards achieving an egalitarian
society.Commonality of Thought and Connecting
with the Roots will happen through such

Knowledge Sharing in the local language.

Hence, the Dravidian Philosophy has to extend
from Tamil to other languages of India & also to
other languages of the World. This is really a need
of the hour.

For quite some time, this has been on the cards
of Dravidar Kazhagam (DK) - the organization
developed and nurtured by Periyar - to undertake
the Translation of Periyar Thought in multiple
languages. To add strength to strength, now the
Government of Tamil Nadu has also announced
that a sum of Five Crore(50 million INR)has
been set aside in the Government Budget, for
the translation of Periyar Thought in regional
languages and global languages.

The Journal of Dravidian Studies (JODS) —
Dravida Pozhil thanks the Hon ble Chief Minister
of TamilNadu, Thiru M.K.Stalin in setting up this
farsighted &laudable initiative.

This issue of Dravida Pozhil carries the
same theme on its cover page — Periyar spelt in
21 languages — both regional and global. Let’s
globalize Periyar & ‘periyarize’ the Globe!  m
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CULTURAL DIFFUSION AND

TAMIL MERCHANTS

Prof. P.Shanmugam
(Retd. Professor, Dept. of Ancient History and
Archaeology, University of Madras)

Abstract:

Commodity Exchange is one of the ancient
trade mechanisms through which Cultural
Diffusion blossomed up amongst various
civilizations. Tamil Merchants played a very
important role in the diffusion of cultures
across many countries of the World. From
local trade to global trade, from land faring
to sea faring, from simple tolls to excise, the
journey of Tamil Trade is very vast and deep.

Activities of the Merchant Guilds have
taken the Tamil Culture to distant lands
and brought in new discoveries to the Tamil
land.Philanthropy of the Tamil merchants
are recorded in various inscriptions. History
of the merchant guilds can be traced from
Literature. Roman coins and foreign currency
form a treasure trove in several parts of the
Tamil country. Day markets (nalangadi) and
night markets (allangadi) were a common
sight in the Tamil land.Volumes of historical
information on Maritime trade, Global
and Local Ports, Geographies, Goods
exchanged, Voyages and Royal restriction of
vessel movements are found in the above-
mentioned sources. This paper traces that
historical path of trade and cultural exchange,
from various sources in Tamil Literature &
Tamil Archaeology.
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Essay:

Merchants played an important role in
the diffusion of cultures across countries
though their prime function was to manage
the exchange of commodities. They always
provided the necessary links between
producers on the one side and consumers
on the other side. They are the people who
carry goods of various kinds and travel long
distances to sell products and satisfy the
needs of common people. Some merchant
groups cross the seas and oceans with
difficulty in search of commercial and luxury
goods and even established merchant
settlements in some regions. Their activities
were mostly dependent on several production
centers from where they transported
commodities to different regions. In some
regions they established their control and
ruled as territorial chiefs. Their activities were
distributed in all regions. In general, they
acted as messengers in the spread of cultural
materials across regions and also oversee
the development of regional economy.

In south India also activities of merchants
could be seen from the earliest times. By its
very location, the south Indian Peninsula,
served as an exchange centre for goods from
various countries situated on the eastern sea
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board as well as on the west. Though we
have no clear evidence about the activities of
merchants of the pre historic and proto historic
periods, the existence of trade in south India
and the Tamil country could be surmised.
However, we may presume that the trade
during the pre-megalithic period involved
exchange of surplus of agricultural products
and some goods of commercial value.A
quick survey of artefacts of the Megalithic
period could indicate the prevalence of long-
distance trade. It seems that semi-precious
stones like carnelian, quartz and glass beads
manufactured in some centers in Tamil
country were also accepted as commercial
goods. Similarly, some of these goods
produced in different parts of the country and
transported over long distances were also
marketed by trades in Tamil country. In these
commercial transactions, we may notice the
involvement of merchants from north India,
mariners and traders from overseas countries.
The numerous artefacts discovered from
archaeological excavations in ancient sites in
India and overseas countries clearly speak
of the involvement of merchants from south
India and more particularly Tamil country.

Evidence of local trade is available in
the ancient Tamil literature, commonly
known as Sangam anthology. They are
composed by several poets during 3 B.C.
to A.D.3 centuries. The anthology provides
some interesting information about the
activities of native merchants and their trade
activities. Several poets who composed
poems in the works like Puranandru and
Akananaru were merchants. They were
usually referred to in Tamil language as
vanikar/vanikar (merchants). Among the
several merchants, one gold merchant from
Uraiyar, (Uraiydar llam pon vanikanar) has
composed one verse in Puranandru.' Uraiyar
was the ancient capital city of the Sangam
Chola dynasty. Another merchant, Sittalaich
Chattapar, was a dealer in grains (Maduraik

12

kdla vanikan Smtalaich Chattanar) who has
marketed his goods in Madurai, the capital
of Pandya rulers. He has composed about
one verse in Puranandru and five verses in
Akanandru.? |favéttanar, was a cloth trader
from Madurai, (Madurai aruvai vanikan
l/avéftanar) who has composed one poem
in Puranandru and six poems in Akanandru.?
I/landévanar was another merchant, who was
a dealer of different commodities (panda)
and his business was centered at Madurai
(Maduraip panda vanikan l/andévanar).
He has composed 3 verses in Akanandru.*
Kavithi was a title conferred on merchants
during the Sangam period and one merchant
namely Ch&dévanar, from Avdr, has
composed one poem in Akanandru (Avark
kavithika/ Chadévanar).® Chattan, was a
common name usually taken by merchants
in the Sangam period and many merchants
with the name Chattan were endowed with
several poems in the Sangam anthology.®

The earliest inscriptions in the Tamil
country are datable between 2 B.C. and
A.D. 3 century and provide some information
about merchant activities. They are mostly
found on ancient caverns and also engraved
on numerous potsherds excavated from old
settlements in the Tamil country. They are
usually named as Tamil Brahmi inscriptions
and they contain many names of merchants
who have made some grants and also
provided some facilities to members of some
religious community on several occasions.
From the names of donors found in these
short inscriptions one can easily identify
native merchants of the Tamil country
and their activities. One inscription from
Alagarmalai (2 B.C.) mentionsa merchant,
Atan Atan, who figures as a donor. He wasa
gold merchant (pon kolvan) from Mathirai
(Madurai), the capital of the Pandya rulers.
"Merchants dealing with some local products
are known from two inscriptions. Among the
two one was known as Viyakan, who was a

ariimev - awar 2022 HITGALIT Pmled



salt merchant (upu vanikan), 8and the other
one was Nedumalan, a merchant dealing with
the palm gur or jaggery (panita vanikan).°Two
more merchants figure in these inscriptions.
One of them was E/a Chandan, who was a
dealer in iron goods like plough shares (ko/u
vanikan)'®and the other one was E/a Atan, a
cloth merchant (aruvai vanikan) from a place
called Venpali."In a 3 A.D. inscription from
Pugaldr, one Naththi, was mentioned as
a gold merchant (ponvanikan) from Kardr,
who endowed a bed (adiffanam).'?Another
merchant, Veni Atan, an oil dealer (ennai
va(n)nigan), also donated a bed.*Some
of these merchants were given royal title,
kaviti in recognition of their services. These
merchants with the title kaviti are known from
several inscriptions. In Marigufam inscription
we know that Anthai Asuthan, a Kkaviti
belonged to a mercantile guild from Ve/ Arai.
Inscriptions from Sittanpavasal and Tirumalai
mention persons with the title kaviti."*Though
merchants with different professions are
known, details regarding their spheres of
activities and other functions are not available
in these short inscriptions.

The merchants during this period seem
to have functioned as a group or organized
themselves into a corporate body called
nigama. The person Anthai Asuthan,
referred to above as a kaviti in theMarigu/am
inscription seem to be a member of a
merchant guild from a place called Vel Arai
(vel arai nikamadu kaviti). He may be a
chief or an important person in the guild, but
unfortunately we could not understand either
the functions of the guild orthe involvement of
the merchant in the guild.">Another member
of the same guild was mentioned in another
inscription from Marngu/am.'*The name of a
mercantile guild, nikama was found engraved
on a piece of potsherd from Kodumanal. This
could indicate the activities of the guild in the
Kongu region during the first century A.D.""
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Trade relations with north India existed and
cultural materialswere found in different parts
of Tamil country. The Northern black polished
ware, a typical ceramic manufactured in
northern cities, was found in the several
excavations in the Tamil country. The silver
punch marked coins were found in hoards as
well as from several excavations. More than
4000 punch marked coins were discovered
from about 25 sites in Tamil country. These
coin hoards and stray finds contain coins
minted during the Magadha-Maurya period
(from 493 B.C. onwards). Subbarayalu, who
examined the Tamil Brahmi inscriptions on
ceramic pieces collected from excavations
in Tamil country has suggested that many
names are in Prakrit language and are
mostly related to merchants from regions
outside the Tamil country. Merchants from
north India and Sri Lanka also figure in
these inscriptions.'® Therefore it is clear that
merchants form north Indian locations were
present and conducted trade transactions in
the early historical period.

Local markets were known to have
functioned in cities like Pukar and Madurai
and merchants have established shops
for selling various goods. Paffinappalai
gives a list of various goods imported from
different regions and sold in the port city of
Pukar also known as Paffinam (Kavirippdim
paffinam). Among the various commodities
precious objects from Kglagam (Kadaram,
the northern part (Kedha Province) of
Malaysia in the Malaysian Peninsula), food
materials from Srilanka were imported.
Horses were another important commodity
imported in ships across the seas. Products
of Indian origin were brought from different
regions. Gemstones and gold were brought
from northern mountains, sandalwood and
eaglewood (akil) from the western hills,
grains from Ganges region, coral from the
eastern seas and pearls from the southern
seas. Pepper was brought through canals,
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and grains came from Kaveri region and
sold in the market at Pukar."*The movement
of goods from various regions necessitated
settlement of people from different countries
in Kavirippdm paftinam.

The Maduraik kafchi gives a graphic
description of a market?in Madurai with shops
selling various commodities. The city had two
markets: one was the day market (nafarnigadi)
and the other was night market (allarigadi).
There are shops in which merchants sold
cloth, flowers, incense, and gold, pearl, and
other precious stones as well as copper
and probably copper products like vessels.
Merchants also sold many commoditities?'
like paddy, salt, fish,meat and toddy,and
ornaments like banglesand pearls.

Merchants travelled distant places and
market centres to sell their products. Bullock
carts were used to move their products and
in some places, donkeys were employed
to carry their goods. They organized
themselves into small groups as chattu and
to protect their goods from highway robbers
their convoy included armed warriors also.
The salt merchants travelled in their bullock
carts laden with salt along with their family. 22

The nature of merchants and their
activities are described in Paftfinappalai.
These merchants in Pukar were said to
be judicious and straight forward in their
dealings and always sold their goods quoting
correct prices which are not high or low. They
always speak the truth.2Another Sangam
work, Perumbanarruppadai further mentions
their brave and martial qualities. They were
hard working, and were not afraid of highway
robbers. They carry daggers on their waists
and are brave warriors who will attack the
robbers with spears.?*

Maritime trade was an important element
in the economy of early historical south
India, since the region contained all the
necessary geographical features. Its location
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as a peninsula, situated in the midst of two
important seas, namely Arabian Sea on the
west and Bay of Bengal on the east, has
provided the natural setting for establishing
maritime contacts with countries across
the seas. In spite of difficulties that existed
in the development of natural ports in this
region, several ports and berthing harbors
were developed on account of prosperous
maritime trade that existed for centuries
continuously. To support and maintain a brisk
maritime trade, south India produced agrarian
products and goods of commercial value like
beads of semi-precious stones and other
products. There were several production
centers, distributed all over the south India
and these centers were well connected by
roads. By its very location, the south Indian
Peninsula, served as an exchange centre for
goods from various countries on the east as
well as west. Though, trade conditions were
well documented from the first century B.C.,
a quick reading through the evidence could
suggest that maritime commercial contacts
existed at least a few centuries earlier.

There is some evidence on the maritime
trade with the eastern countries also
especially with Kagaram in southeast Asia.
The evidence on trade with Srilanka is
also well known and is attested by several
artefacts like coins, pottery and inscriptions.
Literary and archaeological materials provide
the necessary support to study aspects of
maritime trade with foreign countries. These
materials were studied and interpreted by
many scholars in the past few decades.
The well-known Roman travel literature
composed by various authorities provided
sufficient information with regard to goods
exported and ports frequented by Roman
mariners. Artefacts in the form of pottery,
coins, found in the excavations and as stray
finds and also treasure trove discoveries
from different localities in south India suggest
undoubtedly the presence of Roman traders
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and/or their agents. Coins of the Roman
Emperors from the imperial issues (1 B.C.) to
the later Roman issues (4 A.D.) discovered
from various places in the states of Kerala,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh support the prosperous
maritime trade that existed as early as the
1st century B.C.

In the commercial transactions with the
Tamil country, Roman coins were exchanged
with local merchants. These coins were
found as treasure trovein several parts of the
Tamil country. More than 3500 coins were
discovered in about 25 places. The earliest
of these coin finds were issues of Roman
Republican period (79 B.C.).Gold aureus
and silver denarius of the Roman kings were
found. They were issued by Augustus (31
B.C.- AD 14), Tiberius (A.D. 14-37), Claudius
(A.D. 41-54) and Hadrian (AD, 117-138).
Though not found in stratified locations, coins
collected from the Amaravathi river bed at
Karur, in Tamil Nadu, narrate the movement
of foreign traders from different countries
situated around the Mediterranean Sea
board, namely Greece, Thrace, Seleucid,
Create, Rhodes, Thessay and Phoenicia to
the Tamil country on condition of trade from
the early centuries of the Christian era till the
end of the 4th century A.D.

The contemporary Tamil Sangam
anthology also provides some information
on maritime trade. The presence of foreign
traders and the arrival of Roman ships for
taking pepper as cargo are described in
these poems. One of the important precious
commodities exported to the Roman cities
was beryl, the light green precious stone
quarried in the Kongu region.There are a few
references to the use of Roman lamps and
the consumption of Roman wine by the Tamil
natives. It is also known that settlements of
foreign traders existed in some of the port
cities in the Tamil county. It is evident that
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mariners and merchants from the Tamil
country participated in the maritime trade
during the early historical period. Though
there is no direct evidence from these traders
about their itineraries some activities of Tamil
traders are reflected in the artefacts left by
them in those distant lands.

The role played by native traders in the
maritime trade, could not be undermined.
Studies on maritime trade in the past
emphasized mostly participation of foreign
traders, deriving the necessary inputs from
the travel literature of the Romans. The role
of native merchants in the maritime trade is
indispensable to a foreign trader, to identify
production centres and markets. This aspect
of study has received some consideration
among the scholars in the recent decades
due to the identification of new archaeological
materials obtained from the Mediterranean,
Red Sea and Southeast Asian countries.
They provide tangible evidence to the active
participation of Indian, especially Tamil
merchants in the maritime trade.

The evidence for identifying the native
traders of the Tamil country in the maritime
trade is very scanty. Though, very little
direct evidence could be traced, the literary
evidence from the Tamil country, namely
the Sangam anthology, could be rightly
interpreted to suggest activities of native
traders. In this regard, we may present
the evidence of native ship building activity,
which was developed out of dire necessity to
venture in to the deep seas as an important
act of native merchants. Native ships suitable
for oceanic travel were known and ship
masters and voyages were referred to in the
local literature. In one significant reference,
the Chola king, Karikal Valava, is referred to
as “a grand successor of a king who was well
versed with the winds for sailing ships in the
deep seas’.?® This is obviously a reference
to navigating ships by an assessment of
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monsoon winds (vali tholil). It is interesting
that the passage very clearly mentions an
ocean (munnir) going vessel, namely navay
and its navigation in the high seas. Though,
we have no further evidence to identify the
ancestor of the Chola king, Karikala, who
understood the technique of navigation
through monsoon winds, we may presume
from the passage that sailing voyages
utilizing the monsoon winds was a common
practice among the Tamil mariners during the
early first century B.C. The use of monsoons
could have been known by the native traders
to move with their goods to other regions on
the eastern and western seas. This could
clearly establish the participation of native
traders.

There are other references in the Tamil
anthology which speak about the navy and
battles fought on the high seas. One of the
Chera kings had a vast army, which can
drove enemies into deep seas.?® In another
reference, the Chera king, Chéralatanwas
said to have possessed big navy and defeated
his adversary in the sea. In another place
the Chera king was said to have stopped the
movement of foreign ships in his region.?”
The above references clearly suggest that
the Tamils in the Sangam period had enough
naval power to protect the country. Though,
the primary function of the navy was coastal
safety, its maintenance could be interpreted
as a support to native maritime trade with a
safe voyage to their ships and commodities
in the high seas as well as coastal trading.

Some archaeological materials excavated
from the ancient ports of the Red sea
confirm the presence of Tamil merchants in
those countries as early as the beginning
centuries of Christian era. In this connection
the papyrus document in the Vienna
Museum?® could throw some significant
light on the involvement of south Indian
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native merchants in the maritime trade. The
document was written in Greek and dated to
the mid second century A.D. It records the
bill of lading contract between a merchant at
Muziris, an important ancient port situated on
the west coast of Kerala, and his counterpart
at Alexandria. The business contract covers
the period of shipment from Muziris until the
arrival of the cargo at Alexandria. It mentions
the specific type of cargo as Gangetic nard,
ivory and bales of cloth form Muciri. The
document further specifies the quantity, the
value of cargo, and as well as the 25 percent
tax levied by Roman customs officials. Since
some parts of the document are damaged,
some important aspects of the trade dealings
could not be understood. Though the
nativity of the persons involved in the trade
transaction could not be clearly made out,
it is reasonably surmised that none of them
were a native of south India, as their names
as understood by the editors of the document
reflect no south Indian content. However, it
is well understood that the merchant from
Muciri was a merchant or an agent of a trader
resident at Muciri. Though this document is
not useful to understand the relationship of
the native merchants, it is still useful that
a foreign resident probably functioned at
Muciri as a trade agent who probably looked
after the procurement and shipping of the
goods. These goods especially, the ivory and
textiles were products of local merchandise,
purchased and shipped to Alexandria for
further transportation to other places. Though
there is some difficulty to identify Muziris,
the famous port city, also mentioned in the
Roman literature, recent excavations on the
Kerala coast have provided ample evidence
to its identification with a place, Paffanam,
situated near Kodurigalldr on the west coast
of Kerala.

Unlike the above evidence, the several
potsherds? discovered from the excavation
of ancient ports on the Red Sea, certainly
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provide tangible evidence for the presence
of native Indian traders, especially from
the Tamil country, in the first century A.D.
Excavations at Quseir el Qadim (1997), an
ancient port situated on the Red Sea coast
of Egypt brought to light broken potsherds
with Tamil Brahmi inscriptions. They could
be dated to 1st century A.D. One of the
inscriptions on the potsherd (Fig. 1) has
been read as ‘catan’ and the other (Fig. 2)
was read as ‘kanan’.*° These two inscriptions
refer to the names of two individuals and
the name ‘catan’ was an ancient name of
a merchant. These names are also found
on the several pieces of pottery with Tamil
Brahmi inscriptions belonging to the 1st
century A.D. Therefore, these names could
be rightly considered as the names of Tamil
traders who visited the port during the first
century A.D.

In another potsherd (Fig. 3)from the same
site, the inscription has been rendered by
Iravatham Mahadevan®' as panai ori and
suggested that it was a pot suspended in
a rope net. The same inscription has been
written twice on the piece of pottery and dated
to the first century B.C. According to him, the
Tamil word uriwhich means a rope net used
for suspending pots has been rendered as
ori in the inscription. Roberta Tomber, who
studied the artefact has identified the vessel
as a storage jar made in India. Though the
meaning is somewhat convincing, still, one
would expect that the inscription refers to a
name of an individual or a merchant, keeping
in line with the other pot sherd inscriptions
noted above. The inscription could refer to a
name of a trader whose full name was Papai
Ori, since Panaiyon and Ori are considered
as personal names in the Sangam period.

Bernike is another ancient port on the
Red Sea coast of Egypt, where a fragment of
pottery of an amphora was found with Tamil
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Brahmi inscription. The piece of pottery is
dated to A.D.60-70. The inscription (Fig.
4) on it has been read as korapiman by
Iravatham Mahadevan.*?He has explained it
as a personal name of Korran(n), a chieftain.
His reading and interpretation to the name
has evoked some sharp comments among
the scholars. Even if one disagrees with
the reading of the name, it could be rightly
considered that the name could refer to a
merchant who had personally visited the
Egyptian port. Korapdman (or with other
renderings of the name), could be considered
as a full name of a Tamil trader. The personal
names found on these pieces of pottery,
clearly speak about the presence of Tamil
merchants in the Red Sea ports. From these
names one could not satisfactorily locate their
place of origin except that they all belong to
the Tamil region.

The pieces of pottery presented above
were undoubtedly the products of Tamil
country and produced during the first century
B.C. and the beginning century of the
Christian era. The fact that these artefacts
were unearthed from clear stratified levels
in scientific excavations, undoubtedly
suggests the movement of Tamil traders
and also mariners to these distant places.
The personal names found on these pieces
of pottery, clearly speak about the presence
of Tamil traders in the Red Sea ports. From
these names one could not satisfactorily
locate their place of origin except that they all
belong to the Tamil region. It is very difficult
to trace aspects of cultural diffusion from the
meager evidence. However future studies
may bring more information on this aspect.

The presence of traders of Tamil origin in
Southeast Asian countries could be noticed
at least from the early centuries of the
Christian era. Though, sufficient information
is not forthcoming from the Tamil Sangam
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anthology, the recent discoveries from
the last two decades could suggest the
activities of native merchants. Paffinappalai,
one of the works of the Sangam anthology
and datable to the early centuries of the
Christian era, mentions that goods from a
country called Kalagam (kalagattakkam)
were traded in the Tamil country.®®* The
country mentioned as ‘Kalagam’, is generally
identified with Kedha in Malaysia. From the
terminology used in the literature one has
some difficulty in ascertaining the nature
of merchandize brought from that country.
Further, the sources are not clear enough to
explain the nature of trade existed between
the two countries and traders involved in the
mercantile transactions, but some inference
regarding the participation of native Indian
merchants could be made out.

More than a decade earlier, scholars who
worked on the trade relations with southeast
Asia in the early centuries of the Christian
era, have some difficulty in understanding the
participation of Indian traders in Southeast
Asia. This situation has changed a little with
the archaeological finds collected mainly
from the excavations and explorations done
by the government and private agencies.
The earliest archaeological evidence to the
presence of Tamil traders in southeast Asia
comes from Khuan Luk Pat, an ancient
port of Thailand. The port, situated about 5
kms., interior on the banks of a small stream
called Klong Thom, which flows into the
Andaman Sea on the west vyielded ample
materials made from south India, especially
from the Tamil country. These artefacts were
discovered from a small mound, locally
known as bead mound and displayed in the
local museum. The earliest of the artefacts
was dated satisfactorily to the first century
B.C. The mound also yielded south Indian
artefacts belonging to a broad time frame
spreading up to the 6th century A.D.
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Among the important artefacts collected
from the site was a small piece of touch-
stone, (Fig. 5) with two lines of inscription
on it. It was engraved in Tamil Brahmi script
which has been read as follows: perum
patan kal. The small touchstone, measuring
about 8 x 4 cms. and used for testing the
quality of gold, was also a product of the
Tamil country. Considering the paleography
of the inscription, the touch stone could
be assigned to the early centuries of the
Christian era (1st century A.D.).The first part
of the short inscription namely, perum patan
could refer to a person who was a prosperous
gold merchant from the Tamil country.?*The
second part of the personal name, namely
patan, could also suggest some association
with goldsmith's family. The gold workers and
jewelers are generally called by the name
pattar/pattan. Patan could be considered as
the short form of pattan.®® In that case the
name Perumpatan could mean ‘the great
patan' (=the great goldsmith). Such small
stones for testing the fineness of gold can be
seen in Tamil Nadu among the gold smiths
and merchants. Therefore, without hesitation
we may suggest that the person, Perumpatan
was a gold merchant or a smith who was
most probably the owner of the touchstone.
There is no doubt with regard to its Tamil
origin as the characters resemble the Tamil-
Brahmi characters of the early inscriptions
found on the caverns in the Tamil country as
well as inscriptions on pottery. Therefore, it
can be easily suggested that the stone was a
product of the Tamil country.

Few more Tamil Brahmi inscriptions
on potsherds were discovered in recent
years. One of the sherds with Tamil Brahmi
inscription (fig.6) was discovered by a team
of Thai and French archaeologists, at a
place called Phu Khao Thong.*® The pottery
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and the inscription has been dated to the
2nd century A.D. The pottery was broken on
both the ends and therefore the full name
of the merchant could not be ascertained.
The remaining portion of the broken piece
of pottery has three letters, which has been
read as “turavo”’. The letter “ra”’ is in the
Tamil Brahmi form. Iravatham Mahadevan
has suggested that the name could refer to a
monk. Though the reading and interpretation
of the inscription are disputed by some
scholars, the name “turavé” could possibly
refer to a merchant or trader, who must be a

native of the Tamil country.

Among the other artefacts of Tamil origin
of the early centuries of the Christian era
was a square copper coin (fig.7) measuring
about less than 2 cms.®” The obverse of
the coin has an image of a standing tiger,
facing left, whose front right leg is lifted up
and the tail upraised and twisted in an °S'
like curve. The reverse devices are not well
preserved, but could be recognized as the
figure of a horse drawn chariot to the left
with an elephant following it. The coin has
no legend on it. Without much difficulty we
can attribute the coin to the Sangam Chola
dynasty on the basis of the tiger emblem
found on the reverse. The Chola royal crest,
i.e., the tiger, is very similar to the one found
on other Sangam Chola coins found in the
Tamil country.3®

The above artefacts from Thailand
clearly inform us the establishment of trade
contacts by the Tamil merchants as early as
the beginning centuries of the Christian era.
From the discovery of the touchstone with
the Tamil Brahmi inscription we may presume
that gold merchants from the Tamil country
were present in Thailand to trade in gold. The
Sangam anthology as well as inscriptions of
the early Christian era provided sufficient
evidence with regard to gold merchants
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and jewelers. Gold jewellery®® and vessels
as well as gold coins were used by the
Sangam people. Gold was also a medium
of exchange in the trade transactions
during the Sangam age. The Tamil Brahmi
inscription from Pugalur mentions the
grant of an adhistanam by a gold merchant
(ponvanigan) from Karuvur® (Tiruchirappalli
district). In Madurai, the famous capital city
of the Pandyas, the gold jewelers and gold
testers(ponnurai kanmar)* have functioned
in the market place. Therefore, we may
suggest that gold working was an important
profession during the Sangam period and
most probably they had transactions with
the countries of southeast Asia. These
merchants, probably for purposes of trade
and exchange could have carried some
coins of the Tamil country. Therefore, the
touchstone and the coin found at Khuan Luk
Pat in Thailand were personal possessions
of native Tamil merchants. From the above
we may suggest that native traders from the
Tamil country were present in Thailand as
well as in other areas in Southeast Asia as
early as the early centuries (1-3rd cent. A.D.)
of Christian era.

The geographical location of Srilanka
has provided the necessary means to
establish trade and cultural ties with south
India, more particularly Tamil country even
before the dawn of early historical period.
Cultural linkages and inter coastal trade with
Srilanka could be traced in the Megalithic
phase. During the early historical phase, the
trading activities with Tamil country was very
prosperous and we notice sufficient materials
to understand the maritime trade relations.

The presence of merchants from the Tamil
country in Srilanka could be traced to the pre-
Christian era with reference to a few early
inscriptions and numerous coins of Tamil
kingdoms. The Tamil Brahmi inscriptions,
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particularly coming from Anuradhapura
suggest the movement Tamil traders to
Srilanka during the early centuries of the
Christian era. Two inscriptions from Periya
Pufiyarigu/am and one inscription from
Kuduvil mention grants made by merchants
from Daméda.*? The name Daméda has been
understood as Prakrit rendering of Tamil and
therefore the merchants could be identified
with Tamil country.

Another set of evidence in support of the
presence of Tamil merchants is the numerous
coins of the Tamil country discovered in the
island. These coins were mostly uninscribed
and bore no names of kings or issuer.
Discoveries of coins of Sangam Pandya
kings were reported and studied by several
scholars in Srilanka and also in India.*?
P.E.Pieris and K.N.V.Seyon have reported
the discoveries of coins of Sangam kings.*
In recent years, lravatham Mahadevan,
Pushparatnam, and Osmand Boppearachi
reported some new discoveries.*® In some
coins the punch marked symbols like the
three-arched hill, tree in railing and tank and
fishes are found. In some of the Elephant
type coins, the auspicious symbols are
found above the animal. On the reverse of
these coins were found the stylized fish
symbol. A few coins have the devices of
elephant and three arched hills, below which
is depicted the unique symbol of a temple
with pillars, which is identified as a chaitya.
Similar coins were reported from the British
Museum, London and also from Madurai in
Tamil nadu.*® The Audumbaras also used
the temple like structure in their coins.*
The temple like structure is represented in
one of the inscriptions dated to 3-4 B.C.,
from Sohgaura (Gorakhpur District, Uttar
Pradesh).*® However, these coins bear
the stylish fish symbol, the insignia of the
Sangam Pandya rulers, and on this count it
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could be suggested that they were minted in
the Tamil country by the Pandya rulers and
circulated in Srilanka in trade transactions.
Among these symbols the symbol described
as a temple with pillars (chaitya) has been
found in other coins found in Srilanka and
also in the Tamil country.*®

R.Krishnamurthy and Senarath
Wickramasinghe reported details of Sangam
coins deposited in the Colombo Museum,
Srilanka in 2005.%° About forty-one copper
coins of the Pandyas were discovered from
Jaffna, Kantarégdai, Valfipuram, Mantai and
Anuradhapura in Srilanka (fig.8). They bore
on the obverse the symbol of a horse or
elephant or bull with the Tamil Brahmi legend
peruvaluti. In some coins the punch marked
symbols like the three-arched hill, tree in
railing and tank and fishes are found. Some
of the elephant type coins has auspicious
symbols depicted above the animal. On
the reverse of these coins were found the
stylized fish symbol suggesting that it was an
issue of the Sangam Pandya rulers. All these
could suggest that the coins were minted in
the Tamil country and was used in Srilanka
especially for trade. Similar coins with the
same devices are found in Tamil country
and attributed as the issues of the Tamil
kings. Since numerous coins were reported
from several sites in Srilanka, they could
have been used among the merchants for
purchase of commodities.

In recent years some more coins
belonging to the Tamil region were reported.®!
They were lead coins mostly discovered
from Akurugoda in southeastern Srilanka
and were dated to the 2nd century B.C.
Though, these coins were first believed to
be of Srilanka in origin, later it was identified
as issued by the Tamil merchant community.
Four such coins with Tamil Brahmi legends
were identified subsequently by Iravatham
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Mahadevan®? (figs.9-12). The legends on
these four coins read names, utiran, mala
chata, kapati kafalan, and tissa piffan.
They undoubtedly represent names of
Tamil population, particularly names of
Tamil merchants. Among these names,
the name Catan is significant since it could
be attributed as a personal name of Tamil
merchant community of the early centuries
of the Christian era and appear frequently
in the early Tamil inscriptions and Tamil
Sangam literature. The name also acquires
significance, since it is also attributed to
a mercantile caravan (cattu) in the early
historical period. The other significant name
is Katalan, which is a title usually associated
with the Pandya kings. However, the name
could also be taken by a personal name of
a naval merchant. Therefore, these names
could refer to Tamil merchant community and
these coins could have been products of the
Tamil country.

Due to trade contacts and interaction with
the local population some aspects of cultural
diffusion happened. These aspects were well
reflected in the local language in Srilanka.
Many words of Tamil origin were rendered
in to Prakrit in early inscriptions in Srilanka..
Terms like navika, thoda, and patake, are
considered as Prakrit forms of Tamil names
for sea going vessels, navay, thoni, and
pafaku respectively. Further, the names and
titles of Tamil people like parumakan, vélan
were rendered in Prakrit as parumakaand
véla.®These examples could suggest the
presence of Tamil traders and mariners,
during the 2-1 B.C. in Srilanka and probably
induced cultural diffusion.

The cultural diffusion could be seen
in other forms in the Tamil country also.
Buddhism seems to have played an
important role in the establishment of cultural
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ties with south India and the Tamil country
was visited by several Buddhist monks of Sri
Lankan origin. This is supported by several
inscriptions on pottery discovered from
ancient sites like Arikkamedu, Kanchipuram,
and Alagankulam, in Tamil Nadu. Many Sri
Lankan forms of Brahmi were introduced in
the Tamil Brahmi inscriptions in the Tamil
country.%

Trading activities are visible during the
post Sangam period. Among the works
assigned to this period, two compositions
namely Cilappatikaram and Manimékalai
provide some interesting information about
merchants and their activities. The story of
Cilappatikaram was narrated by Chattan, a
merchant who was a dealer of grains (kdla
vanikan)® to llangé Adigal, who agreed
to compose the work. This Chattan was
the composer of Manimékalai, another
work related to Silappadikaram.®lt is well
known that Koévalan, the main character
of Cilappatikaram was a famous merchant
from Pukar, identified with the celebrated
port city of Kavérippimpaffinam on the
eastern shores of the Chola country.’”While
narrating the events of the previous birth of
Kovalan, the city goddess narrated the story
of one Sarigaman, who was a merchant from
Singapuram. According to the narration this
merchant was wrongly identified as a spy
and was killed by the king.Araffan Chefti was
another merchant mentioned in the work.In
the same work, the several market places
consisting of several shops doing their
business in grains and cloth were mentioned
elaborately.

Manimékalai, also provides some
information about the activities of merchants.
It has been suggested that Chathuvan,
a merchant after spending his wealth on
women (kanikai), sailed by ocean going
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vessel like varigam to gain wealth. However,
his ship was destroyed by waves in the sea
and was later rescued by another merchant,
Chandiratittan.®® Kamba/ach Cheffi was
another merchant mentioned in the literature,
to whom Piliva/ai, the princess of Naganadu
entrusted her son to be handed over to the
Chola king Venvérkilli.in the city of Vadiji,
several merchants professed their work
by setting up shops and sold their goods.
There were merchants selling meat, fish,
salt, toddy, food items like piffu and appam.
Merchants dealing with semi-precious
stones and jewelers had their own shops in
the city. Other merchants engaged in the city
sold aromatic substances, pottery, copper
and bronze objects and gold ornaments and
other articles.

The above materials, namely Tamil
Brahmi inscriptions, coins, touchstone, and
other material could suggest the presence of
Tamil traders in the local as well as maritime
trade. As said earlier the Tamil merchants
must have carried ceramics for their personal
use and in their commercial transactions
they probably used coins minted by Sangam
dynasties. However, the use of Tamil coins
as a legal tender and its exchange value
in those regions needs further supporting
study. In the case of the touchstone, it is quite
clear to attest the presence of goldsmith(s)
and trading in gold objects in southeast
Asia as early as the 1 century A.D. The
most interesting aspect of this study is that
traders and mariners from the Tamil country
have travelled and performed trade with the
countries both on the eastern and western
sea boards and created space for cultural
diffusion. Further studies on these aspects
could throw some more light.
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An ideal society should be mobile, should be full
of channels for conveying a change taking place in
one part to other parts.

Inanideal society there should be many interests
consciously communicated and shared. There
should be varied and free points of contact
with other modes of association. In other words,
there should be social endosmosis.

This is fraternity, which is only another name
for democracy. Democracy is not merely a
form of Government. It is primarily a mode
of associated living, of conjoint communicated
experience.

It is essentially an attitude of respect and
“reverence towards fellowmen.

(Annihilation of Caste
Babasaheb Ambedkar Writings and Speeches:Vol.1 — 2, XIV)
Prof. Dr. B.R. AMBEDKAR, M.4., M.Sc., Ph.D., D.Sc.
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Critical Thinking in Masses

& Social Justice

Need for New Perspective (With special

reference to Tamil Nadu)

Dr.S. Rajmohan

Abstract:

Critical Thinking and Social Justice are
the two main pillars of Social progress.
Social Justice is not merely meting out
justice to those who have been denied in the
contemporary times or through history, but it
is a system that has to be always inherent in
a society or community, ensuring Equality for
All.Tamil Nadu is a pioneering state towards
the establishment of Social Justice, as a
central pillar towards social progress. Along
with it, Critical Thinking among the masses
also needs to be inculcated and developed.
Part of development of Critical Thinking is
Logic. This application of logic has to be
nurtured in the Society.

Periyar E.V. Ramaswamy and Arignar
Dr. C.N. Annadurai were enablers of Social
Justice & Critical Thinking in Tamil Nadu.
Anna’s literature has borrowed ideas from
Plato, Rousseau, Locke, Mill, Marx and
brilliantly altered them to suit the local
cultural milieu so that they don’t remain some
abstract philosophies but rather tangible and
workable theories. Arignar Anna’s works
need to be critically evaluated for debates,
criticism & counter-criticism and the process
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of Socratic method and much more.Only out
of Critical Evaluation will emerge newer ways
to develop social welfare models in the ever-
changing society.

Essay:

Social Progress, Critical Thinking, Social
Justice, Tamil Culture, Dravidian Model,
Dravidian Social Welfare, C. Annadurai,
Periyar, Ambedkar The progress of societies
varies and the variations are both of degree
and kind. There cannot be one universal
or fit-for-all scale by which the progress
of the societies can be measured and
replicated to others who are perceived to be
lagging behind in that scale. There can be
endless arguments on the perception of this
relativism of progress but certain definitive
markers can be agreed upon and applied at
all circumstances to judge on this progress.
But there are already claims of various kinds
of progress of societies and they, on surface,
are quite contrasting and yet on deeper
analysis would reveal striking similarity of
those contrasting claims.

There are certain societies that have
advanced quite steadily in terms of material
growth, but if there is a lesson that the past
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five decades have given us, it is that material
advancement gaining from the fundamental
premises of greed, selfishness, exploitation
etc. will lead to an extremely fragmented and
unhappy society.

On the other hand, there are some
societies which have trumpeted that their
core strength is spirituality and material
advancement is negligible in front of spiritual
growth. The closer scrutiny of these claims
reveal that such a state relies predominantly
on renunciation of material gains rather than
the advancement solely of spiritual society.

So, we have materialist’s affirmation
and the spiritualist’s denial and both have
been and are being propelled as the mark
of social progress. Human beings are quirky
and this level of quirkiness is probably too
much for their own taste.The above two
positions need no citations and references
and they are very much a part and parcel of
every day experience. Humans, maybe due
to fluctuations of emotions and situations in
their lives, love to and rather tend to swing
from the shoulders of one to another.

And then there is another perception that
is acutely understated, hardly amenable for
perception, asifitwereashylily flowerrefusing
to blossom and therefore can only be found in
traces in interactions, stories and songs. The
most popular expression of this can be found
in  gapsbwraill’L g [samookam maari
vittadhu] or HsB230:383030¢3 [samaajam

maari poyindi] or JHISECATATE [samaj badal

gayaa hail.

This is very subtle and unnoticeable.
What it implies as a philosophical undertone
is that, society changes itself. One has to
go through these utterances and thoughts
many a time to perceive this. No human
intervention is needed and the society
changes itself.Or to put it in a slightly refined
way, every now and then societies reshape
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themselves and their paradigms. Lying at
the bottom of this nuanced assumption is
the philosophy of fatalism on surface and
deeper is the philosophy of causality —
societies ignite and power both material and
spiritual advancement.

So, this all-pervading thought in all
the societies leads to a belief that (which
people are unaware of at all) all the social
institutions such as family, caste, class,
marriage, government, family etc., are
intelligently designed by Nature and all
human interventions are waste of time and
rather unintelligent on the part of human
beings. If anyone has any doubt, one can go
through what we call blind beliefs (not only
religious but also other socio institutional
thoughts) and one can find this lying at the
bottom of the pile and snoring like a sleeping
giant.

Still not convinced? Talk to a cross section
of society in various countries and you will be
appalled to find morphic resonance among
all, and one can find those who have cared
to go deep into this resembling ek tara [single
stringed instrument popular predominantly
in Maharashtra and Karnataka]. Doubting
Thomases may think this is a superficial
understanding of the sayings of the masses,
but it is not. | mentioned fatalism & there
is nothing which goes beyond this belief of
the masses. One will be amazed to see the
number of people who believe that human
nature keeps changing, societies keep
redefining themselves & their paradigms,
no need for any other factors, no need for
any other movements etc. This is true of
democracies and theocracies, autocracies
and kingships driven by the divine right to the
throne, and the theists and atheists alike.

This representation is not only to drive
home the point that these ideas are widely
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prevalent, but also to showcase the unique
absurdity of these ideas as a single entity
in different forms that display contrasting
and contradictory ideas, depending on the
direction of the perceiver. If one may say
so — these perceptions and beliefs form one
mammoth shapeless entity, which is at once
(to borrow the thoughts from six systems
of Indian philosophy) self-effulgent but
incapable of higher purpose Mimamsaka’s
fire, soulless karmic wheel of Buddhists and
world-less supreme reality of Advaitins).
If there is one thing that is clear from the
above, it is that the ideal conditions or
utopian ideas or dystopian projections
cannot be the hallmarks of the actual
social progress.

Increasingly informed, but widely ignorant
urban population may wonder about this
stressed weightage on social progress.
Knowledge deficient society will be filled with
people who are not capable of questioning
and finding out, but will have all the beliefs
mentioned above. This is not a harsh
assessment but a pragmatic and benign
understanding of such communities.Social
progress springs out of the solid platform
held together mainly by two pillars [of
course, there will be more than two pillars in
something as complex as human society] —
Critical Thinking and Social Justice.

Social justice is not merely meting out
justice to those have been denied in the
contemporary times or through history,
but it is a system that has to be always
inherent in a society or community ensuring
Equality for All in all the endeavours of the
given community. Equal opportunities to
education and employment have become
by and large political sloganeering in all
the countries and unless accompanied by
the equal opportunities to all, to generate
wealth by legal means and the right to lead,
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they will remain slogans for the foreseeable
future. That may sound naive and contrary
to accepted political thought. On paper
theoretical models of social governance
have not yielded much. Pragmatic and level
headed approach in understanding social
dynamics is a must if there has to be a shift
at ground zero in all the nations.

Otherwise, what we have witnessed thus
far, few becoming richer and richer, and
select few continuing to lead all others on
the one hand, and the failure of mobilization
of masses on the back of machines on the
other, will continue. Ironically, the very same
schools that have been supporting and
propagating such models have also come
out, from time to time, with perplexing and
blockheaded arguments based on gross
eugenics and similar ill-founded pseudo-
scientific rationale.

If that has been the situation in social and
political governance thus far, the citadels
of religious practices paint more dismal
pictures leading to the unavoidable feeling
of upcoming apocalyptical darkness and
nescience. Even the religions that project
themselves as founded on firm footed equality
of all, have nothing to show except disastrous
manipulation and greed of groups that have
successfully led to ostracizing of majority of
the people within those citadels. This has led
to a larger and problematic situation of many
educated people in many nations resorting to
either support the political / social / religious
oppressors or join the gangs in the name of
religion or wealth creation for majority.

So, it is clear there is a wide chasm
between theoretical models and philosophies
of projecting one’s ideas on the society
[incidentally, mathematical models such as
algebra were found on such practices and
probably arm-chair philosophers of later
centuries were emboldened to replicate such
hare-brained practices in all other spheres].
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Dr. B. R. Ambedkar was not only India’s
top sociologist but also the most underrated
[no doubt, he was the thinker of the top order
but often got distracted, and the problem
with that was many of his perceptions could
have become earth shattering volumes, but
did not become and remained as bubbles for
that reason]. What Dr. Ambedkar mentioned
in the Constituent Assembly of India on
15 November 1949 about degradation in
social movements (politics) is very apt for
what was just described as a problematic
situation across the world: “Bhakti in religion
may be a road to the salvation of the soul.
But in politics, bhakti or hero-worship is a
sure road to degradation and to eventual
dictatorship.”[Constituent Assembly of India
Debates (Proceedings) — Volume XI].

What one means as a deep chasm, is
the distance between the philosophical
discourses / works of Mill, Bentham and
Marx, and what one has been witnessing in
the past century in almost all the countries.
Theoretical frameworks unless calibrated
and re-calibrated on ground are nothing
more than gaseous dreams. Wonderful
to experience, but will not benefit anyone
including the dreamers except for a few
orgasmic trepidations. To be fair, even Mill
cautioned common folks not to lay their
liberties, at the feet of even a great person or
to trust that person with power which enable
him / her to subvert the institutions of the
society.

So, we have the undesired situation of
people all over the world enjoying reveries
in their deep dreams, or hoisting the flag
for the oppressors on the one hand, and
people languishing at the bottom of the pile
with no possibility of seeing light at any time
during their lifetimes, on the other. Before
moving on to another central pillar of social
progress, Critical Thinking, one must
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clearly understand what is Social Justice or
rather, what does not constitute the core of
social justice.

Righting the historical wrong, providing
material conditions for people to pursue
basic education and find employment etc.,
are without any doubt, part of Social Justice.
But, they in themselves do not and cannot
be the summum bonum of Social Justice.
Further, there is an inherent misperception
among the people of Tamil Nadu (please
refer the title & here it begins) that social
justice is a kind of justice delivery system
alone. Justice delivery through jurisprudence
for civil and criminal procedures is a well-laid
one, but that will also fail if social justice is
falsely understood.

Social Justice is practical and beneficial
only when opportunities and freedom to
every individual becomes inherent in the
social institutions, every penny of public
finance reaches the last citizen, those who
are in charge of running the governments
and institutions should ensure the delivery
of goods and services for the public do not
sag at any point of time, and the mechanism
of jurisprudence, apart from dealing the
civil and criminal procedures, should not
impede - directly or indirectly - the delivery
of public goods and services in any way.
Well, all these things are happening, i.e., the
obstacles leading to the absence of inherent
social justice. | am touching upon Tamil
Nadu as an example, primarily because, it
is in this state in India that many preliminary
steps leading to social progress, such as
noon-meal scheme for children across
towns and villages, equal public distribution
system, attempts to bring uniform syllabus in
schools, etc. were laid, much before in any
other state of India. Some ancillary steps
such as removal of caste in the street names,
higher reservation for the backward classes
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including scheduled castes and scheduled
tribes in education system were also taken
up. These are, without doubt, essential steps
towards the establishment of Social Justice
as a central pillar towards social progress,
but these are not end in themselves.

They are the preliminary steps and what
we are witnessing in the past six to seven
years in states like Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh and Bihar - that had fallen down in
the ladder of progress, so much through five
decades, is nothing but replication of these
preliminary steps in a more sophisticated
manner with last mile delivery [for more on
this, please see Mehta, Nalin. The New BJP:
Modi and the Making of the World's Largest
Political Party: The Remaking of the World's
Largest Political Party, New Delhi: Westland
Publishers, 2022].So, in the light of the
above, itis clear that vast majority are forming
impressions, without any touch with the
reality and only out of their own imaginations
on the one hand and the educated people
joining forces with the oppressors. Why is
it so? Is the entire humanity very fond of
walking backwards and getting attracted to
hidebound thinking, like iron to magnet?

One of the two pillars, Critical Thinking
is rare, not only in Tamil Nadu but all over
the world. Without Critical Thinking among
the masses, Social Justice loses relevance
and true social progress is not possible.
Instead, the society will bind itself in chains
of formalities, and cannot thinking beyond
the established norms and practices.
Worse, there will be no reflection on its own
traditions, and hence there will be no chance
of breakthroughs in the philosophies. It is
not enough to have one or two thinkers per
community, and what is needed is a critical
thinking among the masses. Without critical
thinking among the majority, equally or even
more pernicious cultural hegemony will be
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established in the very same society, that
started to question and counter the cultural
hegemony in the first place.

People are fond of Gramsci when it
comes to hegemony, but seldom do people
realize or even find out through reading
him, that he was wary of such an outcome
where the societies will start more pernicious
hegemonic traditions after crystallizing him
or Marx, for that matter. It is no surprise that
is what is exactly happening. [For more on
Gramsci’'s Cultural hegemony and ancillary
views on traditions, see, Gramsci, Antonio.
Selections from the Prison Notebooks, New
Delhi: Aakar Books, 2015]. People may not
be aware of the hegemonic traditions they
themselves are starting, but worrying part is
that they are following the very same pattern
of behaviour and thinking which both Dr.
Ambedkar and J.S. Mill warned about.

Let us look at Tamil Nadu in the past five
decades (100 years maybe too long given that
new traditions and trends emerge every two
decades and social paradigms are reshaped
subsequently and hence 50 years will give a
good slice of reality to assess along with the
trends and thoughts which emerged in that
period) and one can clearly see the same
confusion that one can see elsewhere too,
happening very much in Tamil Nadu.

Criticism and Critical Thinking are the
most underrated activities of the human
societies. Criticism need not be confined
to, but includes critical evaluation of the
activity already happened, something that
is happening at present, evaluation of a
published book or movie or art. Critical
thinking enables people to evaluate the social
norms, customs, mores, practices, laws and
traditions of the given society. In the absence
of such reflective thinking even atheism
will become a religion and governance will
become the performance of acting.
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Criticism is a process of reflection on
the society as a whole, and all the parts
which make up that whole. Critical thinking
and evaluation of thoughts & practices,
philosophies of the thinkers, reformers and
leaders of that society, as well as various
social institutions leads to a healthy society
that will progress. No one can underestimate
the critical thinking in masses, as it is the
primary driver of social progress and social
justice.

In the twentieth century, two
personalities charged the Dravidian
school of social progress and social
justice, Periyar E.V. Ramaswamy and
Arignar Dr. C.N. Annadurai. While Periyar
focused primarily on anti-religious, anti-caste
and self-respect movement, Anna threw his
net wide and charged the political movement
in the post-independent India. There
were others, but these two were primarily
responsible for major social and political
changes that happened in Tamil Nadu during
the twentieth century.

These two personalities are adored by
millions of followers of Dravidian philosophy
on the one hand and are vilified by few others
who brush aside their contributions. Alas
there is no critical evaluation of Periyar and
Annadurai and their works. Some people just
put photos, carry some quotes derived from
someone else on their shoulders and charge
anyone who says anything in contrary as
committing blasphemy, whereas some
people target these two personalities and
their followers, and charge them as carriers
of irrationality in the name of rationalism.
This is the behaviour pattern of warring
religious societies, what started in the name
of rationalism has become more of a religious
system, not applying the rational principles
of self-reflection and critical analysis and the
opposing side blindly throwing sacrileges
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disregarding the rationalist movement and
the subsequent governmental institutions’
welfare schemes for public. Only very
fewanalyse their contributions and works.

Arignar Anna’s philosophy offers a
vast landscape for debates, criticism
& counter-criticism and the process of
Socratic method and much more. It is sad
that neither supporters nor opposers have
read Anna’s speeches and writings deeply
and reflected on them. Anna’s speeches
and writings offer a rare critical view of the
making of independent India (see http://www.
annavinpadaippugal.info/ the site of Anna
Centenary Trust / Parimalam) and actually
offer a panoramic view of Indian and World
politics, social institutions, movements and
also on the world of arts and cinema. There
is a constant effort among some sections
to undermine Anna, the writer. While what
constitutes good literature has always
been debatable and will continue to be so,
Anna’s short stories, more than his other
writings bring out critical acumen especially
in relation to social institutions. [see Bose,
Subash Chandra, Comp.,Selected Stories
of C. Annadurai, Chennai: Sahitya Akademi,
2020].

Anna may not have had the field
experience of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, or the full
exposure to European Thought like M. N.
Roy, but he was original in his assessments.
Through translations he might have read the
modern classics of European languages and
his knowledge of them is very much visible
in his English writings and speeches. (http://
www.annavinpadaippugal.info/annavin_
english_katturaigal_part1.htm). Through
three decades of writings and speeches
that are available in the public domain, one
can easily trace the development of Political
Philosophy of Annadurai.

Anna’s focus and the issues might
have been local, but his philosophy
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contained enough universal elements,
so that they can be applied elsewhere
too. Also, one can see the influences on
his philosophy - even by the thinkers and
leaders with whom he differed completely. In
the last three decades of his life, one can see
Anna’s concerted and conscious attempts
to deploy writing and literature as a political
tool, almost on the lines of Gandhi with whom
and the Congress party he disagreed a lot.
He went one step further, and ensured that
writing as a political weapon was followed in
his party even after his passing away.

If one is unbiased and goes through the
Anna literature, one cannot but wonder,
how he borrowed the ideas from Plato,
Rousseau, Locke, Mill through Marx and
brilliantly altered them to suit the local
cultural milieu, so that they don’t remain
some abstract philosophies, but rather
tangible and workable theories.

Such reading of Anna literature is not
a series of goosebump moments alone,
there are places where one is bound to
differ. One can find questionable assertions
interspersed with brilliant notions and
oratory. Without much knowledge of what
historicism and presentismare, majority
of the contemporary society, masses and
scholars alike, are heavily engaging in
the very same act. Popper’s philosophy
may have many lacunae, but historicism
is where he got everything correct.While
today’s masses indulge, without any restraint
whatsoever, in presentism of many ideas and
events of the past which they dislike, there
is no similar attempt to hold Anna for that.
As it is, uncritical adherence to present-day
attitudes, especially the tendency to interpret
past events in terms of modern values and
concepts, is not a healthy one. In democracy,
alternative arguments are important, which
Anna himself stresses.
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What Anna provided was, an alternative
paradigm on the powers that be vested
with states and the centre, on the rules for
panchayat, reorganization of regions and
importantly held up the mirror to the politics of
Nehruvian era. In fact, in one of the articles,
Anna fearlessly tore into the Nehru’s rule and
contradictions galore in the government and
the party. Incidentally that also props up the
question of corruption in the country [http://
www.annavinpadaippugal.info/katturaigal/
picture_of nehrus_india.htm].

There arevery fewdiscussions in the
Tamil milieu on all these aspects of Anna’s
Thought and Literature, and all that one
may encounter frequently is the Self-Rule
and such allied subjects, mostly in the form
of slogans. Supporters of the political party
which Anna founded, if they want to respect
and pay tribute to Anna’s legacy, should do
so by reading Anna literature and emulate
&evaluate him critically. Such critical thought
alone will bring the best out of the existing
pattern of social thoughts and also show the
path to new vistas and paradigm. This is the
way to constantly improve.

Critically evaluating popular culture
including cinema, political behaviour, ways
of governance, available literary and cultural
traditions, individual's place in the society
and so on, is the only way to do that. Part of
that effort should be to constantly evaluate
and improve on the Dravidian Model
of Social Welfare. Otherwise, the entire
thing will stop with the preliminary steps
as described above, and there is a danger
that the very same society which initiated all
these measures will slide as a whole.

Why should it happen among the
masses? Nothing remains permanent.
Everything changes including Moral codes,
religions, cultural components, laws, ways of
governance etc. What was acceptable to the
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society few years ago may not be acceptable
today, what was wrong yesterday might be
correct today, what was the culture of the
region few decades ago need not be the
culture of the very same region today. The
public should reflect on all the philosophies
available to them, remove what is not
applicable today and move on with what is
applicable at present. Unless critical thinking
becomes part of everyday life and part of
social institutions, society will end up holding
on to that which is in the past, that which is
dead, or at best antique with no clear role in
the life of the present. Society is an ephemeral
river. Anna’s literature is not a Critique of Pure
Reason which people can take up at leisure
and engage in mental gymnastics. Why
alone Anna literature, even the sayings that
are venerated today in different sections of
the society like theTirukkural of Tiruvalluvar
or the Mahabharata of Vyasa, have to be
critically evaluated and people take what is
applicable to their lives and move on.

Part ofdevelopment of Critical Thinking
is Logic.The Tamil Nadu government can
take initiatives to introduce Logic [Aristotelean
&Nyayal], Rhetoric etc. from the Class of 8, so
that when men & women come out of higher
educational institutions, they will be trained
in logic and reasoning, and the methods to
identify fallacies & avoid them. Talking of
fallacies, masses are completely unaware
of the logical fallacies in the arguments in
everyday life, ignorant of the fallacies to
which the lawyers resort to, or the fallacies in
the rhetoric of the politicians and government
officials. Logic can help in markets, offices
and almost every other aspect of life. Having
initiated Social Welfare schemes for the
masses, Tamil Nadu can take the lead in this
aspect also, to inculcate Logic & Reasoning
in Society.
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Anyone who agrees with their dogmas
are accepted as brothers and sisters,
and those with some other dogmas are
branded as traitors and trolled in public
platforms. It doesn’t matter which end of the
spectrum they belong to. Jean Paul Sartre
once remarked that “Principles are easily
forgotten but Habits seldom die.” The initial
habits have all become bad habits in the
absence of critical thinking in masses. One
cannot stress enough, how much population
without critical thinking, will become blind
believers in attractive sensations, become
addicted to titillations, and the society as a
whole will degenerate subsequently.This
situation starkly reminds me of Sita Ram
Goel’s impression of RSS people in the early
1980s. The period of 1970’'s & 1980’s was
the Golden Period of both the Left-Wing
& Right-Wing writing in India. If the likes
of Ramkrishna Bhattacharya, Gupta and
Karat led the communist ideology, eminent
scholars like Sita Ram Goel, Arun Shourie
and Ram Swarup primarily led the Right-
Wing ideological writings. The exchange of
ideas led to newer ways to understand social
institutions and processes.

“What was most revealing to me
about the RSS people was that, by and
large, they did not react to expression of
any opinion on any subject except that
about their organization (sangha) and
their leaders (adhikaris). One could say
anything one chose about Hinduism,
or Hindu culture, or Hindu society, or
Hindu history, without drawing any
reaction from an average RSS man.
He became warm or cold only when
something favourable or unfavourable
was said about his organization, or
his leaders, or both. | wondered what
sort of a Hindu organization it was. |

ariimev - awar 2022 HITGALIT Pmled



expected the RSS to be alive to Hindu
causes rather than to the reputation
of its organization or its leaders.”[Sita
Ram Goel, How | Became A Hindu,
New Delhi: Voice of India, 1993,
Page 80]

Tamil Nadu is now portrayed as a rationalist
society based on the principles of rationalism
as propounded by Periyar. His rationalism
revolved around Equality of the Peoples,
rejection of Caste, rejection of God and
Religion, denial of myths and superstitions,
and acceptance of all that which is based on
science.To begin with, much of the existing
criticism of Periyar misses the core point,
and do not assess whether his philosophy is
universal and for all times.

For a balanced society to exist and
progress, both theism and atheism are very
much in play.Age-old arguments such as light
and darkness etc. already exist in support of
this understanding and need not be repeated
here. All societies and civilizations have
developed and will develop religions, invent
gods, produce myths and will appeal to all
- that which is not possible within the fold
of matter, and in conscious field of human
experience. This is universal and it doesn’t
matter whether one believes in a specific
or all of institutionalized religions. A person
may be an out and out atheist and yet that
person can have religious experience too.
The vagaries of the mind cannot prevent
a person to undergo a truly religious
experience, and conviction is something that
leads to emotion, and further play by the ego,
and hence it has very little to do with actual
experiences. [For more see, James, William.
The Varieties of Religious Experience: A
Study in Human Nature, London &New York:
Longmans, Green & Co. 1902]. The biggest
pre-supposition is that religion is driven by
mythology which is nothing but a bundle
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of superstitions and fantastic stories. But,
actually, myth is a synthesis of values which
meanmany things to many people, and
is one of the many expressions of human
aspirations to get out of limitations of material
nature. Eric Gould summed it very beautifully
when he wrote “It is allegory and tautology,
reason and unreason, logic and fantasy,
waking thought and dream, atavism and
perennial archetype and metaphor, origin
and end” [Gould, Eric. Mythical Intentions
in Modern Literature, Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1981, p. 28]

Today, the word myth is used in a variety
of ways, but people predominantly use
it to mean old ways, old story etc. and in
the sense propagated by the 20th century
European materialism school, and believe
that myths have no use and relevance in
front of science. Marx is one person they
all quote in this context. So, to counter, let
me bring in a leading Marxist writer-thinker,
K. Satchidanandan: “Marx was wrong in
supposing in Grundrisse that myths would not
survive science: they still charm us, involve
us, move us,encourage us to intervene in
history, positively and negatively, leading
us backword or forward, speaking often as
they do of Utopias in future or golden ages
in the past.” [Satchidanandan, K. (ed.) Myths
in contemporary Indian Literature, Sahitya
Akademi, New Delhi, 2003, P. X]

Further, the word ‘myth’is used in the
contemporary Society interchangeably with
the word puranam(ygressiis) to mean all
things old. But, as the late renowned Tamil
Scholar& Sociologist Tho. Pa says, Myth/
Lore (aupgasmmy) is not always old, they are
created in every generation and every region,
both with and without religion. There are
many distinguished scientists who resorted
to myths when they reached a dead end,
to recover, what French philosopher Henri
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Bergson called Elan vital. They all have had
intuition moments described by the famous
French mathematician Jules Henri Poincaré.
Myths are always present, generated in the
rural as well as urban settings. In today’s
world, most of the myths have nothing to
do with religion. Even in the past, myths
for example Ramayana and Mahabharata,
served the purpose of providing some
continuity to cultures. Progressive People
should leverage on the power of the same
myth & lore, to touch upon the common
folk sentiment, and usher them into the
progressive fold. Nehru, wondering about
their continued influence says, “Dating
back to a remote antiquity, they are still a
living force in the life of the Indian People.”
[Nehru, Jawaharlal. Discovery of India, New
Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1974, p. 99].
Secret behind their relevance even after
thousands of years is that they were adapted
by hundreds of communities, and retold by
diverse people to suit the sensibilities of local
cultural milieu. So, to use the principle of
Redundancy used in Communication studies,
these myths (going by the connotation of the
contemporary society to prove the point,
instead of resorting to itihasa) never lost the
core - which can be applied to any civilization
and at any point of time.

This is not new, and even the educated
people have not heard of the rationalistic
assessment of myths, as put out by
Existentialist, = Structuralist and Post-
Structuralist thinkers such as Durkheim,
Levi Strauss, Roland Barthes, Propp and
Derrida. (the list is long and hence limiting
myself to mentioning few names). Probably
contemporary Tamil society has read them,
but due to absence of critical thinking, no one
has bothered to evaluate theirown paradigms.
(I will be failing if | do not mention the names
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of three doyens who enabled people across
the world to understand myths rationally —
Mircea Eliade [Eliade, Mircea. The Sacred
and the Profane: The Nature of Religion,
San Diego: Harcourt, 1959, p. 84],Bronisfaw
Kasper Malinowski[Malinowski, Bronislaw
Kasper. Myth in Primitive Psychology,
London: Norton, 1926, p. 137] and C.G.
Jung[Jung, C.G. & Jaffé Aniela, Memories,
Dreams, Reflections, New York: Random
House, 1965]).

Seriously, knowledge of many languages,
subjects and cultures, provide advantage
to people of critical thinking. Those who
question the need for such knowledge
acquisition are obviously oblivious to the
fact that the breakthroughs / platform for
paradigm shift happens outside the field of
discourse as Thomas Kuhn demonstrated
[Kuhn, Thomas S.The Structure of Scientific
Revolutions, Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1962].

Experience is universal among human
beings and everybody undergoes religious
and social experience of some sort at several
points in their lives. When many men and
women started having these experiences,
misunderstanding and hatred started
coming in. To prevent further chasms and
differences, the communities collected and
put them as codes for those societies. This
process itself takes hundreds of years. When
larger communities took over the smaller
ones, codes of these smaller communities
generally disappeared, and of course, in
countries like Nigeria, good and practical
codes from smaller religions got absorbed
in the major religions. However, to prevent
people from getting mixed up, religious codes
were institutionalized, codes were made
as canons, pontification took place, priestly
class emerged, divine right theory was born,
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and all these were forced on everyone in that
society including Kings & Queens.

Another misconception regarding religion
is about rituals. Make no mistake, religion is
designed to be practical and performative.
Abstract philosophies are for mental
gymnasiums and after some time people will
feel fatigued and it is the ritual which ensures
the alignment of mind and body. What is
true about the contemporary assessment
of religion and myth is regarding accretions.
Accretions are inevitable to all human
processes including institutions, and religions
are not exceptions. All the social institutions,
whether family or marriage or government —
they all might have had different origins and
purpose, but today they all are inflated with
accretions. There is nothing wrong in people
hating accretions in religions, but merely
hating will not do. They have to move past
accretions, and take all that is good for them
and relevant, and move on with life.

Then there are groups in the contemporary
society who have massive problems with
religion. There is nothing wrong in that. It is
possible that millions may not be comfortable
with specific religion, which they may feel
constrict them from marching towards the
goal driven by the aspirations to go beyond
mundane and material. [For more on this
universal aspiration please read, Aurobindo,
The Life Divine, Puducherry: Sri Aurobindo
Ashram, 2001]. It is also quite possible that
individuals may not be satisfied with any of
the existing institutionalized religions. Yet to
serve their own aspirations,they can chalk up
their own paths, create their own myths and
religions. In this respect, twentieth century
people are less courageous than modern
and pre-modern scholars. For example,
William Blake was extremely dissatisfied
with the Church and lack of diversity in the
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myths. So, he decided “| must create my
own system or be enslaved by another’s”
[Blake, William. Poetical Sketches, London:
Tate, 2008, p.22]. Blake was not alone in
this. Some great minds like William Butler
Yeats, Rainer Maria, Rilke and Bengt Gunnar
Ekeldf of Sweden created their own myths or
systems.

As for Hinduism, it must be recorded
here that even those who follow the rituals
are not aware, that it is not a single religion.
There are multiple religions within it. Great
scholar, P. V. Kane tried to trace the religious
practices once including worship of natural
phenomena from Kanyakumari to Kashmir.
He found out that many practices or rituals
that are essentially rural, get transformed
and absorbed into multiple streams and gain
different nomenclatures [Even if unrelated,
one should go through all the pages in
Kane, P. V. History of Dharma Shastra,
Pune: Bhandarkar, 2006. One of the most
amazing works a person can encounter.
Patrick Olivelle called it as Magnum Opus
of India]. As for taking what is good and
leaving out the unacceptable elements in
the canons, secular philosophers of India
like Jiddu Krishnamurti [in Jayakar, Pupul.
J. Krishnamurti: A Biography, New Delhi:
Penguin, 1986] and Daya Krishna have
shown that though they do not agree with the
Bhagavad Gita. Good points which will serve
humankind can be taken and many of their
admirers have done that.

Religions and Myths have multiple roles
in the lives of individuals and societies.
Even though | personally do not practice
any religion though, religious texts from all
over the world, analysis of various religions,
and interpretations of religions as carriers of
cultures, fascinate me.Here is an example,
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few lines from a Tamil poem and | have not
seen such richness in any other linguistic or
literary tradition in India.

OI8O b 6T (B OIS 55 EHTu 60

DL w HEHTaTOI WS Hl arer ) &afl §56Hmudl 0
ésmeons s aflafyarelgm g 6amud e

B 66T WGt 6 L6307 () 8 5 Bl ot wir e 6l 60
6115 LI W Gl6T 6V 6V (65 -1 B o 65 0

61749 0 a0 U 6Tl 616V 19 5 B 67 [ 5 5 6Tl 60

B b 6u i B610RTSH $l B 19 i 65l 0 ST

In almost every meeting at Delhi or
Kolkata or Patna or Mumbai or Bengaluru,
| always point out how Tamil society has
preserved their language, literature and
culture spanning two millennia. This is the
time Tamil society showed to the world
thatthey can bring in, absorb critical thoughts
and compelling rationale in other languages
and cultures. Only such intermingling and
interaction can produce new ideas.

Lack of critical thinking has prevented
society from developing second traditions.
It is possible that Tamil Siddha literature
could possibly have absorbed socio critical
thoughts from Mithila region which produced
theCharyapadas, and from whatever
manuscripts that people were able to extract
that were in proto-Maithili script, some of
the songs have strong resemblance to
Siddha songs, both in structure and content.
Butsome people were not ready to accept
this comparative philosophy and their
arguments were similar to the people rooted
in Sanskrit hegemony which advocated that
it need not take other ideas and sounds.
Without resorting to such historicism or
presentism, individuals in Tamil society
should critically evaluate their current social
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structures, negate all that which might lead
to stagnation, absorb all that which will
lead to growth, and essentially question the
existing philosophies.So, let us read and
critically evaluate great personalities like
Anna and Periyar in their socio contexts and
philosophies, instead of doing them a mere
lip service. Such critical reading alone will
bring new ideas and fresh thinking.

Out of this extreme negation and critical
thinking will emerge newer ways to develop
social welfare models in the ever-changing
society. Tamil Nadu has a head start, as for
as social welfare schemes are concerned.
They have to be continued and so should
other measures, to ensure equality of all the
citizens. Stopping there would only mean
negation of their own goals. Developing
Logical Thinking and Critical Attitude are
the signs of Rationality. To conclude, let
us reemphasize that:Social progress will
only spring out of a solid platform held
together by two pillars — Critical Thinking
and Social Justice.

Bibliography:

In this paper, I have opted to provide references
and explanations in the text itself for easy reading
and not as foot notes or references / notes after the

article.
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The Essence of Social Justice

» “If a larger country oppresses a smaller country,
I'll stand with the smaller country.

* If the smaller country has a majoritarian religion
that oppresses minority religions, I'll stand with
minority religions.

 If the minority religion has caste and one caste
oppresses another caste, I'll stand with the caste
being oppressed.

* Inthe oppressed caste, if an employer oppresses
his employee, I'll stand with the employee.

» If the employee goes home and oppresses his
wife, I'll stand with that woman.

Overall, oppression is my enemy!”

Periyar E.V.R

April - June 2022
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Humanism and Thiruvalluvar?

Dr. R. Prabhakaran, USA

Abstract:

Humanism is a system of thought
attaching prime importance to humans
rather than divine or supernatural matters.
Humanist beliefs stress human beings'
potential value and goodness, emphasize
common human needs, and seek solely
rational ways of solving human problems.
The Buddha was perhaps the first humanist
in the world. After the Buddha, Thiruvalluvar
was the most outstanding humanist in the
Indian philosophical scene.

Thiruvalluvar categorically declares that
all human beings are equal by birth. He
believes in rational inquiry and condemns
all superstitious beliefs. He asserts that all
problems encountered by individuals and a
society can only be solved by human beings
and not by divine interventions. He mentions
that everyone should realize that others are
also like them, show love and compassion
toward them, and help them in every way
possible. Thiruvalluvar strongly believes
that moral codes vary with respect to place
and time, and the wise people in a society
determine them at a particular period. His

philosophy is totally secular. Thiruvalluvar's
views on human equality, rationalism, human
effort, love and compassion, and secularism
are completely compatible with those of
modern humanists.

Keywords:

Humanism, equality, rationalism,
superstitious beliefs, love, compassion,
secularism.

The Principles of Humanism:

According to the Humanist Manifesto
[l adopted in 2003, "Humanism is a
progressive philosophy of life that, without
supernaturalism, affirms our ability and
responsibility to lead ethical lives of fulfillment
that aspire to the greater good of humanity."
Prof. Stephen Law, a British philosopher and
senior lecturer at the University of London
summarizes the basic beliefs of humanism
as follows:

* Humanists believe that science and
reason should apply to all areas of life. No
beliefs should be considered off-limits and
be protected from rational scrutiny.

1. Paper presented at the Periyar International — American Humanist Association Conference held during September 21-22, 2019 at Silver Spring,

Maryland, USA

POZIHIL

DRAVID, April - June 2022

41



* Humanists are either atheists? or at least
agnostics.® They are also skeptical about
the existence of angels, demons, and
other such supernatural beings.

* Humanists do not believe in reincarnation.
They also reject the existence of a soul.

* Humanists strongly believe in the
importance of moral values. They believe
that moral and ethical values are derived
from human need and interest as tested
by experience and they should not be
based on religious values.

» Life's fulfillment emerges from individual
participation in the service of humane
ideals.

* Humanists believe that working to benefit
society maximizes individual happiness.

According to a Humanist Magazine,*
"Humanism is a rational philosophy informed
by science, inspired by art, and motivated by
compassion. It derives its goals of life from
human needs and interest rather than from
theological or ideological abstractions and
asserts that humanity must take responsibility
for its destiny."Many prominent scientists,
Nobel laureates, doctors, philosophers,
authors, and scholars have been and
are humanists. Most of them subscribe
to rationalism, atheism, or agnosticism
ideologies. They have a sincere concern for
humanwelfare and believe inthe human ability
to solve human problems without any help
from supernatural powers. Humanists'main
focus is on plans such as the prevention
of wars, formation of a world government,
promotion of rationalism, establishing social
justice, protecting the environment, and
eliminating economic inequality. In addition
to these ambitious and lofty goals, humanists
are compassionate people. They are also

2. One who denies the existence of God

concerned with the people's suffering from
oppression, discrimination, poverty, hunger,
and diseases and strive tomitigate such
sufferings.

The concept of humanism is not of recent
origin.As early as the sixth century B.C.,
the Buddha (563 BC — 483 BC) preached
love and compassion.The Buddha did not
believe in God. He ignored the questions
regarding souls as irrelevant.Buddhism
is more than a religion. It is a tradition that
focuses on personal spiritual development.
It is a philosophy and a humanistic way of
life aimed at striving to lead a moral life,
being aware of one's thoughts and actions,
and developing wisdom, compassion, and
understanding.Buddhism and humanism
have a lot in common.

Confucius (551 BC - 479 BC) was a
contemporary of the Buddha.He is the father
of Confucianism, a system of thought that
influenced China and other parts of Asia
for several centuries. Although Confucius
took the existence of gods and heaven for
granted, his ethical and political philosophy
was independent of such beliefs.Confucius is
credited with the Golden Rule,which states,
"Do not do unto others what you do not want
them to do unto you.This is the only law
that is needed.lt is the foundation of all the
rest."This Golden Rule is adopted in some
form or the other by almost all religions and
by many humanists.

According to Stephen Law, "Another
significant philosopher from a humanist
perspective is Protagoras (490 BC — 420
BC), the Greek philosopher. Protagoras'
reasoning about morality and virtue was
pursued without any reliance on theistic or
religious doctrine or belief."In fact, Protagoras
was a self-declared agnostic. He said:

3. One who is not committed to believing in either the existence or the nonexistence of God

4. http://americanhumanist.org/Humanism/Definitions_of_Humanism
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Concerning the gods, | have no means of
knowing whether they exist or not or of what
sort they may be, because of the obscurity
of the subject, and the brevity of human life.

Although there was a significant
development in philosophical thought during
the sixth and fifth centuries BC, that period
did not have a monopoly in that field.There
have been many outstanding philosophers
in many parts of the world afterthe fifth
century BC. About two thousand vyears
ago, in the state of Tamil Nadu (the land of
Tamil-speaking people), India, there was an
extraordinary man who was an outstanding
philosopher who analyzed almost all aspects
of human life and offered practical guidelines
for a purposeful life on earth. His ideas are
considered by scholars to be eternally valid
and universally acceptable. His name is
Thiruvalluvar.® His legacy is his magnum
opus called Thirukkural,® and it is regarded
as a veritable guide for the "Art of Living."
He is very well known in the state of Tamil
Nadu where people of all ages study his
book. Professor Moriz Winternitz (1863-
1937), an eminent Austrian orientalist, says,
"Valluvar’s Kural is one of the gems of the
world literature. He (Valluvar) stands above
all races, castes, and sects, and what he
teaches is a general human morality and
wisdom. No wonder, that the Kural has
been read, studied and highly praised in the
land of its origin for centuries, but also found
many admirers in the west, ever since it has
become known.”Dr. Albert Schweitzer (1875
— 1965) the German Philosopher, physician
and, Nobel laureate admired Valluvar’s
positive view of the world and life as opposed
to the “world and life negation” preached

by the religions of India. Leo Tolstoy (1828
— 1910), the famous Russian novelist, was
very impressed with Valluvar’s ideas about
non-violence.Also, Mahatma Gandhi (1869 —
1948) was so fascinated by the Kural that he
wanted to learn Tamil so that he could study
the original version of the Kural. The Russians
are said to have preserved important
books of lasting value in the Kremlin in an
indestructible Tungsten chamber so that
they may outlast even a nuclear attack and
be useful to posterity.The Kural is one of the
books preserved in that chamber. Many other
scholars and philosophers from various parts
of the world have recognized and admired
Valluvar’s profound and yet pragmatic view
of human life and the practical guidelines he
has offered for a righteous life with love and
compassion. The Kural has been translated
into more than forty languages of the world.
There are more than fifty translations of the
Kural in the English language alone.

Valluvar on Human Equality:

Humanists are firmly committed to the
protection and promotion of human rights
included in documents such as the United
Nations Organization’s Universal Declaration
of Human Rights.These rights represent
shared values rooted in our common humanity
and the shared human needs, transcending
particular cultural and religious traditions.
This regard for human rights, equal dignity,
and equality of all human beings is one of the
basic principles of humanism.

Like the humanists, Valluvar believes in
the equality of all human beings. During his
time, the Vedic idea that people in the world
belong to four distinct classes - the priestly

5. There is no clear evidence to indicate that Thiruvalluvar was his real name. The term Valluvan refers to one whose job it was to announce the royal
proclamations to the public by beating a drum. It might also mean one who served as a minister to a king. Valluvar is the respectful version of the word
Valluvan. The term “Thiru” is an honorific prefix to anything that is considered sacred or divine. So, it is quite possible that Thiruvalluvar might not have
been his real name, but that is how he has been referred to by others. In this essay, for the sake of brevity, we will refer to Thiruvalluvar as Valluvar.

6.  In Tamil, the word “kural” means a two-line verse (couplet). Valluvar’s book consists of 1330 kurals. As in the case of his name, the term “Thiru” is an
honorific prefix to the book of kurals and hence his book is called Thirukkural. For short, his book is often referred to as “the Kural” (with an uppercase
K)and the word “kural” (with a lowercase k) is used to refer to the individual couplet.
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class, the warrior class, the business class,
and the class of laborers - has already begun
to have its roots in Indian society.There
were others who were considered social
outcasts and they did not belong to any of
the four classes.The class of an individual is
determined by the family in which he is born
and there was no provision for migration from
one class to another. In such a class-oriented
society, it was indeed revolutionary on the
part of Valluvar to proclaim that “All are equal
by birth.”

All human beings are equal by birth, but
distinctions arise only because of the different

qualities of their actions. (kural — 972)

The elitist document, “The Declaration of
Independence,” which was adopted by the
Continental Congress of the USA in 1776,
declares that “All men are created equal’.It
is obvious that women were not considered
equal to men and people of color were not
considered equal to white men. Women and
people of color had to fight for their equality
and they obtained equal rights only in the
20th century.Even in the 21st century, we find
that in many countries women do not enjoy
equality with men. Therefore, Valluvar’s
declaration regarding equality by birth is
undoubtedly revolutionary and is consistent
with the principles of humanism.

Valluvar on Rationalism:

Merriam-Webster’'s  dictionary  defines
rationalism as a theory that reason is in
itself a source of knowledge superior to
and independent of sense perceptions.
Rationalism is the basic principle of
humanism.Humanism’s refusal to accept
religious beliefs, supernatural phenomena,
the existence of a soul, reincarnations, the
immortality of the soul, etc. are all based
on the fact that they cannot be verified by
scientific methodologies. To a humanist,
anything that cannot withstand the test of
reason should be ignored as superstition.
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From the humanist point of view, many of
the religious tenets do not stand the test of
reason. Also, a humanist finds that there
are many inherent contradictions among
the various religious beliefs. Therefore, it is
not surprising that a humanist would remain
skeptical of religions.

With respect to rationalism, Valluvar’s
ideas are in agreement with those of
humanists. Valluvar says that one should
verify the true nature of things and should not
be misguided by their appearances.

Whatever be the apparent nature of things, it is

wise to investigate their true nature. (kural —355)

It is this type of free inquiry that forms the
foundation of science. If Isaac Newton had
ignored to investigate why an apple fell down
to the ground instead of going up in the air, we
would not have the laws of Newton. If Thomas
Alva Edison did not pursue his investigations
relentlessly, he would not have invented the
incandescent electric bulb and would not
have developed many devices in fields such
as mass communication, sound recording,
motion pictures, etc. Valluvar’s suggestion
that one should investigate the true nature
of things is quite compatible with rational
thinking and scientific methodologies.

Also, according to Valluvar, one should
not accept others’ statements as true without
questioning them.He says that it is the mark of
true wisdom to rationally analyze everything
instead of taking them for granted.

True wisdom is to discern the truth in whatever

is said by whomsoever. (kural — 423)

Questioning and verifying the statements
made by others is a mark of critical thinking
and critical thinking leads to increased
knowledge. For example, if Charles Darwin
had not thought critically and simply
accepted religious teachings on creationism,
he would not have come up with his theory
on evolution.If Nicholas Copernicus had not
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doubted Ptolemy’s theory of geocentricity
he would not have come up with his theory
of heliocentricity which is regarded as the
launching point of modern astronomy and
the scientific revolution.

A typical religious person would not
be open to questioning his own religious
dogmas. The Buddha, the original humanist
is supposed to have said, “Believe nothing,
no matter where you read it, or who said
it, no matter even if | have said it, unless it
agrees with your own reason and your own
common sense.” Valluvar does not endorse
any religion as the ultimate truth. He is
open to the inquiry of all statements made
by anyone. He echoes the Buddha when he
says that individuals should investigate and
believe whatever they feel comfortable and
should not blindly follow any faith. The kurals
mentioned above (kurals 355 and 423) are
consistent with the humanists’ philosophy
that “No beliefs should be considered off-
limits and all beliefs should be subjected to
rational scrutiny.”

Valluvar on Human Effort:

Throughout human history, man has
invented remarkable devices to improve
his quality of life. Researchers have been
successful in developing medicines for many
diseases to save human life.Thanks to the
Wright brothers, we are now able to fly.
Scientists and engineers have successfully
sent human beings to the moon and brought
them back. The invention of computers has
revolutionized the world.There has been
no evidence that these and other similar
accomplishments materialized through the
miracles of gods or their agents. These
accomplishments have been made possible
purely by human efforts. Lofty ideals,
proper goals and objectives, careful and
detailed planning, unfailing determination,
and persistent hard work in executing the
plans in spite of unexpected setbacks
have been responsible for these and other
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phenomenal achievements of individuals and
organizations.Valluvar is a strong proponent
of human effort rather than prayer. He
suggests high ambition, appropriate goals
and objectives, and unceasing hard work will
lead to success in human endeavors.The
following kurals illustrate Valluvar’s emphasis
on human efforts to succeed in life.

Importance of lofty ideals
The stalk of water-lily grows as the water level
rises; so also, the greatness achieved by a
man is determined by his lofty ideals.
(kural — 595)

Importance of having clear goals
Those who fear disgrace will not venture
anything without having a clear goal in mind.
(Kural - 464)

Importance of Planning
Consider the pros and cons and the net gain

before venturing into any action. (kural - 461)

Nothing is difficult to attain for those who
consult with knowledgeable people before

venturing into action. (kural —462)

Actions should follow analytic decision
resulting from deep deliberations; it is a disgrace
to commence actions before such deliberations.
(Kural —467)

One will be ruined if one does what should not
be done; one will be ruined if one fails to
do what should be done. (kural — 466)

Consider thoroughly the resources, means,
tasks, timing and place of action before

embarking on action. (kural —675)

Importance of Persistent Hard Work

If those who have planned an undertaking,
possess persistence, they will achieve what

they desired as they have desired. (kural — 666)

It is easy to achieve your goal, provided you

keep it in mind persistently. (kural — 540)

One should not give up by saying “It is
impossible.” Persistent efforts will lead to success.
(kural —611)
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Even if God cannot help you to attain your goal,
you will be rewarded in proportion to your efforts

and hard work. (Kural- 619)

Those who work with ceaseless industry will
overcome unplanned adverse events. (kural—620)

In the process of working towards a
goal, there could be unexpected delays,
disappointments, and other random
interruptions to progress.Valluvar does
not advise his readers to resort to prayer
to overcome these difficulties.First, he
suggests that one should be prepared to
meet adversities in the course of a project
and should not be under the false assumption
that everything will go according to plan. In
other words, one should expect all kinds of
adversities and develop contingency plans
to mitigate the risks that might arise from
them. Also, according to Valluvar, the best
way to overcome adversities is to laugh at
them.Again, prayer has no place in valluvar’s
scheme for achieving success.

He who does not crave for pleasure and realizes
that adversity in life is natural is not affected by

adversity. (kural — 628)

Laugh at adversity; there is nothing better than

laughter to overcome adversity. (kural — 621)

As it can be seen from the above-
mentioned kurals, Valluvar places importance
on goals, plans, and hard work rather than
prayer.For achieving success, Valluvar’s
thinking is completely consistent with that of
the humanists.

Valluvar on Love and Compassion:

Humanism is a philosophy of life that cares
for the welfare of all human beings.According
to humanists, there is no supernatural
being that helps to relieve the sufferings
of human beings.They believe that human
problems must be addressed and solved
by human beings.Empathy and compassion
are essential to solve people’s sufferings.
Empathy is the attempt of one who is self-
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aware to understand and even experience
another person's situation and emotional
state as their own. Compassion is taking a
step further, where a person feels empathy
and then tries to take actions to alleviate the
suffering of the other person.In the case of
compassion, the emphasis is on action.So,
humanists’ concern for others’ sufferings is
based on their empathy and compassion for
others.Not only that humanists emphasize
compassion, but they also believe that
working to benefit the society maximizes
individual happiness.

Just like the humanists, Valluvar does
not expect that God will solve the problems
such as poverty, hunger, and other miseries
that besiege human beings. He emphasizes
the need for love, empathy, and compassion
to solve human problems. For example, he
questions the value of a person’s intelligence,
if he does not feel others’ suffering as his
own.Also, he is of the opinion that the world
functions only because there are people with
compassion.Furthermore, he criticizes a
person without compassion as a burden to
the earth.

If one cannot treat others’ sufferings as his own,
what benefit has one gained from his intelligence?
(kural — 315)

Sharing your food and other resources to protect
all lives is the best of all precepts in the books of
the world. (kural —322)

Gracious Compassion is the uniquely great
quality, because of which the world functions.
(kural —571)

The world exists and functions because there are
people with compassion. If compassion is absent
in a person, he becomes a burden to the earth.

(kural — 572)

As mentioned earlier, Valluvar strongly
believes in the equality of all human beings.
According to him, only those who realize
that all are equal are really alive.Those who
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fail to realize the equality of all people are
not really alive.Since all are supposed to
be equal, people should have empathy and
compassion for fellow human beings.Valluvar
is of the opinion that a compassionate person
should realize that the purpose of gathering
wealth is to share it with the deserving people
who are in need.Sharing of wealth could be
either in the form of charity or philanthropy.
Valluvar distinguishes between charity
and philanthropy.According to Valluvar,
charity tends to be a short-term, emotional,
immediate response, focused primarily on
rescue and relief, whereas philanthropy is
much more long-term, more strategic, and
focused on rebuilding.

He who realizes that he is just like all other
human beings is the one who is really alive; all

others are deemed dead. (kural -214)

All the wealth gained through hard work is for
doing service to the deserving people. (kural-212)

Valluvar and Secularism:

Secularism, as defined in the Merriam-
Webster dictionary, is the "indifference to, or
rejection or exclusion of, religion and religious
considerations." As a philosophy, secularism
seekstointerpretlife on principles taken solely
from the material world, without recourse to
religion. In accordance with its negation of
religion, secularism as a philosophy requires
that governments should remain neutral on
the matter of religion and should neither
enforce nor prohibit the free exercise of
religion, leaving the religious choice to the
liberty of the people. In other words, a secular
state does not align itself with any particular
religious or anti-religious point of view. So, in
a secular society, religious people can feel
just as much at home as a humanist can. In
view of this, secularism and humanism can
co-exist. As Dr. Steven Pinker points out,
“Though humanism does not invoke gods,
spirits, or souls to ground meaning and
morality, it is by no means incompatible with
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religious institutions.” The world is not full
of humanists. There are people with varying
religious beliefs. So, from a practical point of
view, humanists prefer to adopt secularism
as the philosophy when it comes to public
policies and the administration of a state.

A careful study of the Kural leaves room
for the interpretation that Valluvar believed
in a creator and that he also believed in the
existence of a soul and its permanence.
These were his personal beliefs. As discussed
earlier, he leaves it to the individuals to
rationally analyze and come to their own
conclusions and not to accept any statement
made by anyone. When it comes to matters
like morality and administration of a country,
he is a secularist.

Valluvar is convinced that feeding the
hungry and helping the poor are human
solutions to address the poverty of fellow
human beings. One cannot be more
emphatic than Valluvar in promoting charity
and philanthropy as a means to help the
poor people. Valluvar advocates charity and
philanthropy towards poor people out of
genuine love and compassion for them and
not by expecting any rewards in this life or in
a future life.

If benevolence would result in one’s ruin, then
itis worth securing that ruin by selling oneself, if ne

cessary. (kural —220)

There is nothing better than philanthropy

either in this world or in heaven (kural —213)

According to Valluvar morality should be
based on society and not be mandated by
any particular religion. Observance of good
conduct is an end itself and not a means to
attain any reward either in this world or the
next. He values morality more than life itself.

Since right conduct leads to eminence, it
should be preserved more carefully than life itself.
(kural — 131)
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Right conduct should be carefully preserved and
guarded. Though one knows and excels in many
virtues, right conduct alone will come to one’s aid.

(kural — 132)

Valluvar’s ideas regarding the
administration of a country are strictly
based on secular principles. There are two
hundred and fifty kurals in his book about
the governance of a country by a king and
one hundred kurals about how a minister
should carry out his duties. Nowhere in
these kurals, we find any mention of religious
preferences or bias of the king or the minister
in discharging their duties. So, Valluvar and
the humanists share the same points of view
with regards to secularism.

Valluvar on Morality:

Merriam-Webster’'s  dictionary defines
morality as the set of principles concerning
the distinction between right and wrong or
good and bad behavior.Religions claim that
principles that constitute morality come from
God. According to religions, it is God who
determines what is right and wrong and
what is good and bad.The moral codes as
determined by God are communicated to the
people through the agents of God.The Ten
Commandments as revealed to Moses and
the Sermon on the Mount as delivered by
Jesus Christ are examples of religious moral
codes.Almost all religions promulgate their
own moral codes as revealed by their gods
or their god’s agents.

There are inherent contradictions
among the religious moral mandates.
What one religion approves as moral
behavior is condemned by another religion
as unacceptable behavior.For example,
one religion prohibits the consumption of
alcoholic  beverages.Whereas, another
religion considers that as an acceptable
behavior and even incorporates it in some
of the religious ceremonies.One religion
prohibits the Kkilling of animals whereas
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another religion considers that animals
can be killed and eaten by human beings.
One religion permits a man to marry up to
four women, whereas other religions do not
accept that as a morally acceptable behavior.
There are other examples of contradictions
among religious beliefs in the case of moral
codes.So, morality based on religions is
relative and the guidelines are not absolute.
If an individual does not like the moral codes
of his religion, he can convert to another
religion and continue his immoral behavior.

In addition to the contradictions and
inconsistencies in the moral codes as
decreed by the religions, there is also another
problem.They are aimed at regulating human
behavior by the promise of rewards and
punishments.Those who violate the moral
codes are told that they would be punished
and those follow the codes of behavior are
promised good life on earth and in heaven
after their death.

It should be noted that there are about
a billion people who do not belong to any
organized religion or do not believe in any
religion or supernatural beings. What about
the moral codes of behavior for them?In view
of the fact that religious moral codes are
relative and do not apply to all of humanity,
they are not the ideal or the right set of codes
that all people can follow. Perhaps, that is
why the renowned scientist, Albert Einstein
said, “There is nothing divine about morality,
it is a purely human affair.” In agreement
with Albert Einstein, the humanists are of the
opinion that the moral codes are not to be
based on religions, but instead, they should
be based on scientific method, compassion,
and egalitarianism that guides our sense
of fairness.As philosopher Paul Kurtz said,
“The goal of humanistic morality is the
enhancement of the good life, happiness,
and well-being for the widest number of
individuals.”
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Valluvar’'s stance on morality is very
similar to that of the humanists. Valluvar’s
morality is based on equality, non-violence,
and compassion.As mentioned earlier,
he believes in a classless society where
all are equal by birth.There is no room
for discrimination of any kind in Valluvar’s
philosophy.According to him, since all are
equal, everyone should help the poor without
expecting anything in return. He believes
that the purpose of gathering wealth is to
help the deserving others.His advocacy for
charity and philanthropy is based on love and
compassion towards fellow human beings
and not based on any anticipated benefit
either in this birth or in the future. In fact,
he says, even if one does not get to go to
heaven, it is better to be practice charity.

To give to the needy alone is charity. All the
rest is an investment in anticipation of a return.
(Kural — 221)

Even if it is good (for the ascetic) to receive
charity from others for livelihood, itis still bad.Even
if heaven is denied to the giver, giving (charity) is

still good. (kural —222)

Since words and actions that hurt others
originate in the mind, Valluvar insists on
cultivating a mind without any blemishes.
He says that one should never even think of
an evil thought at any time towards anyone.
Also, in accordance with the “Golden Rule”
of Confucius, he says that one should avoid
doing things to others that one finds harmful
to oneself. In fact, he goes one step further
and states that we should do good deeds to
those who do evil to us so that they will be
vexed. Valluvar’s stance on non-violence can
be seen in the following kurals:

The best punishment for those who do evil to
you is to shame them by

returning good for evil and after doing good in
return, just forget the

evil that was done to you as well as the good
deed you did. (kural — 314)
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What benefit does someone derive from his
intelligence (knowledge, wisdom), if he does not
treat others’ suffering as his own?  (kural—315)

What one has realized as causing pain
to oneself, one should not inflict on others.
(kural —316)

It is the supreme virtue not to have a harmful
thought about anybody in any degree at any

moment. (kural — 317)

Why does a man inflict upon other living
beings those things he found harmful to himself?
(kural —318)

Good conduct varies with respect to the
location and the time period in which one
lives.What is considered good conduct in the
western countries may not be considered
good in the eastern countries and vice
versa. Also, the societies change over a
period of time.For example, in the past,
same sex marriage and divorce were not
considered acceptable and nowadays they
are considered acceptable behavior in many
countries.Since what is good conduct varies
with respect time and, location, Valluvar says
good conduct is the one that is determined
by the wise people of the society where one
lives and not by the religion to which one
belongs. Therefore, as Greg M. Epstein
concludes in his book, “Good Without God:
what billion non-religious people do believe”,
there can be good without God and Valluvar
is in agreement with that.

Those who fail to conduct themselves in
harmony with the world are ignorant despite their
vast learning. (kural — 140)

Conclusion:

Valluvar recognizes human equality.He
emphasizes rationalism as the approach to
understanding the true nature of things and
the truth in all statements made by anyone.
He is emphatic about human efforts rather
than prayer for success in life.He stresses
love and compassion towards one and all and
helping others without expecting anything in

49



return. He is secular in his approach to the
governance of a country.For him, morality
should be independent of religion, and it
should be determined by wise people.Based
on these facts, it is evident that Valluvar was
a humanist, and his book is indeed a manual
on humanism.
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Who are the Dravidians?

It is a fact that the term Dravidians and Nagas
are merely two different names for the same people.
The Nagas were a very ancient people. It must also
be remembered that the Nagas were in no way an
aboriginal or uncivilized people. Not only did the
Naga people occupy a high cultural level but history
shows that they ruled a good part of India.

The word Dravida is the name of language of
the people and does not denote the race of the
people. Nagas was a racial or cultural name and
Dravida was their linguistic name.

Thus, the Dasas are the same as the Nagas and
the Nagas are the same as the Dravidians. In other
words what we can say about the races of India is
that there have been at the most only two races in

the field, the Aryans and the Nagas.

(Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Writings and Speeches: Vol.7 -
The Untouchables? Part III, Chapter VII)
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“For all these reasons, | am confident than an
opening to the secrets of the Indus script has
been achieved:

We know that the underlying language was
Proto-Dravidian and we know how the script
functions.

| hope that at this stage, scholars who speak
Tamil and other Dravidian languages as their mother
tongue willactively participate in this exercise and
develop it further”.

(A Dravidian Solution to the Indus Script problem
World Classical Tamil Conference — June 25-2010,
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, Union of India).

Prof. Dr. ASKO PARPOLA
University of Helsinki, Finland.

DRAVID/XEEr B April - June 2022
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serTL19gF

“The Concessions and support rendered
to the Hindu temples and Brahmins were
stopped. So the fortunes of the Brahmins began
to decline. They ignored Vedic and puranic
principles. They prohibited their luxurious life.
The simple and natural life of the Tamils once
again reappeared in the society... Kalabras
gave due importancee to the develop of Tamil
language. In 470 A.D. Vajira (ment nandhi)
founded 'Dravida Sangam' at madurai. It
Contributed much for the development of
Tamil literature. It led to the decline of sanskrit
language. Tamil educational institutions were
started.... Anti-Brahminical attitude gathered
momentum. Thus during the reign of Kalabras.
The Brahmin domination in Tamilnadu was to
some extent Prevented."

- Prof Devanesan,

History of Tamilnadu
Ln&LT Gs.@s.Lemenenied &bhdgi:
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| belong to the Dravidian stock

“I claim Sir, to come from a country, a part in India
now, but which | think, is of a different stock, not
necessarily antagonistic. | belong to the Dravidian
stock.

I am proud to call myself a Dravidian. That
does not mean that | am against a Bengali or a
Maharashtrian or a Gujarati. As Robert Burns has
stated, “A man is a man for all that”.

| say that | belong to the Dravidian stock and that

is only because | consider that the Dravidians have
got something concrete, something distinct,
- something different to offer to the nation at large”.

(maiden speech in the Indian Parliament — Council of States
(Rajya Sabha) — Apr 1962)

Dr. C.N. ANNADURAI

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Madras State & Tamil Nadu
(subsequently renamed), Union of India (1967-69).
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Thus, spake Arignar Anna
at the Indian Parliament -
Council of States (Rajya Sabha)
April, 1962

| belong to the
Dravidian stock

| claim Sir, to come from a country, a
part in India now, but which | think is of a
different stock, not necessarily antagonistic.
| belong to the Dravidian stock.

| am proud to call myself a Dravidian.
That does not mean that | am against a
Bengali or a Maharashtrian or a Gujarati.

As Robert Burns has stated, “Aman is a
man for all that”. | say that | belong to the
Dravidian stock and that is only because
| consider that the Dravidians have got
something concrete, something distinct,
something different to offer to the nation
at large. Therefore, it is that we want self-
determination.

After coming here, | must say that
many times | have found great kindness
in the Hon. Members. | did not expect so
much kindness when | came here. | find
that this kindness even makes me forget
the animosities that had been created by
certain Hindi speaking people.

| would very much like to be one with
you, | would very much like to be with you
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as one nation. But a wish is one thing and
facts are another. We want one world,
one government. But we forget national
frontiers.

The other day | found the Hon. Member
Mr.Dayabhai Patel speak and when he
spoke about Gujarat, there was such fire
in his words and about such an industrially
advanced State, Gujarat and so on. Take
my State of Madras. It is backward taking
into consideration everything.

You have here four steel plants. We
have been crying hoarse for a decade
and more for a steel plant, but what have
they given us? They gave the portfolio to a
new Minister, not the steel industry to us.
Perhaps if the Hon. Subramaniam had not
come here he might have been pressing for
the steel industry from there. Is it diplomacy
or prudence or political expediency? | don’t
know which but you have brought him here
and you are going to ask him to reply to the
demand of the South.

That is what the British were doing —
divide and rule, barter and get money,
marshal out figures and demolish
arguments.

The fact that we want separation is not
to be misconstrued as being antagonistic.

Of course, | can understand the feelings
that would very naturally arise in the minds
of people in the northern area, whenever
they think of partition. | know the terrible
consequences of partition and | am
deeply sympathetic towards them. But our
separation is entirely different from the
partition which has brought about Pakistan.
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| would even say that if sympathetic
treatment is afforded, there need be no
heat generated. There would not be any
dire consequences.

Fortunately, the South itself is a sort of
a geographical unit. We call it the Deccan
plateau or the peninsula. There will not be a
large number of people migrating from this
place to that. There will not be any refugee
problem. | would ask you to very calmly
bestow deep and sympathetic thought on
the problem.

The language and other details will be
worked out by a Constituent Assembly. The
position to-day is, whatever may be your
reading of the situation, for whatever we
do not get in the South, the masses are
ready to lay the entire blame on the Indian
Government.

There will be very natural reasons for
not opening certain industries there, but the
moment we are denied a steel plant, the
moment we are denied new railway lines,
the moment we are denied an oil refinery,
the man in the street in the South gets up
and says, “This is the way of Delhi. This is
the way of northern imperialism and unless
you come out of that imperialism and
unless you come out of that imperialism
you are not going to make your country
safe, sound, plentiful and progressive.

When | talk about separation, | represent
the resurgent view of the South and as the
illustrious person, Mira Behn, stated some
time ago, the natural unity that we found
when we were opposing the British is not to
be construed as a permanent affair.
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The principle of separation or, to put
it more explicitly, the principle of self-
determination, has been accepted by
leaders of international repute and more
than that, by the Prime Ministers of this
sub-continent of ours.

During the days of the Pakistan
controversy, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
speaking, if | remember correctly, on the
Kapurthala grounds, stated categorically
that they, the Congress, as an organization,
would try to keep every unit within the
Indian Union; but if any Indian unit
decided to secede, the Congress would
give its consent. Thus, the Congress
has recognized the principle of self-
determination.

| make this bold appeal to that liberal
thought, to that democratic spirit.

Despite the fact that he has become the
Prime Minister, | think part of the old fire
is still burning in his heart. Why don’t you
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| would say that
decision would pave
the way for raising the
stature of India. | am |
inviting those people ity U‘
who want to keep India
one and indivisible to
make it a comity of nations instead of its
being a medley of disgruntled units here
and there.

(Text Abridged from the speech of
Hon’ble Dr. C.N. Annadurai at the Indian
Parliament - Council of States (Rajya
Sabha), April, 1962.

Reproduced from: Book of Modern
Indian Speeches (1877 to the Present),
The Penguin Publishers, Edited by Rakesh
Batabyal). ]
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@ Cultural Diffusion and Tamil Merchants
Prof. P. Shanmugam, University of Madras
Tamil Merchants played a very important role in the diffusion of cultures across
many countries of the World. From local trade to global trade, from land faring to
sea faring, from simple tolls to excise, the journey of Tamil Trade is very vast and

deep. This paper traces the historical path of trade and cultural exchange, from
various sources in Tamil Literature & Tamil Archaeology.

Dr. S. Rajmohan, Sahitya Akademi

(@) Critical Thinking in Masses & Social Justice

Critical Thinking and Social Justice are the two main pillars of Social
progress.Tamil Nadu is a pioneering state towards the establishment of Social
Justice. Along with it, Critical Thinking among the masses also needs to be
inculcated and developed. This paper urges Critical Thinking and application of
logic to be nurtured in the Society.

@ Humanism and Thiruvalluvar
Dr. R. Prabhakaran, USA
Humanism is a system of thought attaching prime importance to humans rather
than divine or supernatural matters. This paper explores Thiruvalluvar's views on
human equality, rationalism, human effort, love and compassion, and secularism

and establishes that the views of Kural are completely compatible with those of
modern humanists.
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