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I belong to the Dravidian stock

“I claim Sir, to come from a country, a part in India now,
but which I think, is of a different stock, not necessarily

antagonistic. I belong to the Dravidian stock.

I am proud to call myself a Dravidian. That does not mean
that I am against a Bengali or a Maharashtrian or a Gujarati.
As Robert Burns has stated, “A man is a man for all that”.

I say that I belong to the Dravidian stock and that is only
because I consider that the Dravidians have got something
concrete, something distinct, something different to offer to

the nation at large”.

(maiden speech in the Indian Parliament — Council of States
(Rajya Sabha) - Apr 1962)

Dr. CN. ANNADURAI

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Madras State & Tamil Nadu (subsequently
renamed), Union Of India (1967-69).




Message of Wishes

FROM THE PATRON -

DRAVIDA POZHIL

AND THE HON. CHANCELLOR -
PERIYAR MANIAMMAI INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE
& TECHNOLOGY (DEEMED TO BE UNIVERSITY)

My enthusiastic greetings to all of
you, who have worked hard for the
past two years, to usher in our research
journal - Dravida Pozhil (Journal of
Dravidian Studies) to its third successful

year!

It is a void that has been filled. The
various research papers and reviews in
the Dravida Pozhil journal thus far, have
been set to international benchmarks
and achieved academic recognition
on many levels. Best wishes to all our
Readers, Scholarly Writers & the Board
of Editors.

We warmly welcome Prof. M.
Naganathan - a great teacher, author and

a proud son of the Dravidian ideology, to
the Editorial Board.

The Dravidian Movement has been
a continuous journey of education, a
journey joining the scholars and the
people, wherein the doors of education

were made wide open to all.

Academic Excellence in Dravidian
Studies is the need of the hour. Let us
continue to march forward in that goal -
towards an egalitarian society of Global

Humanists.

Dr. K. Veeramani
(Jan 15, 2023)
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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO
PROF.M.NAGANATHAN

He has begun his academic
career in 1970 as Lecturer in
the Government Arts College,
Salem. He then joined as

Lecturer in the Department

of Economics, University

courses for college teachers
and conferences at regional,
national and international
level. He has served in one of
the important committees at

national level — Environmental

of Madras in 1975, became

Reader (Associate Professor) in 1983
and rose to the position of Professor and
Head of the Department of Economics
in 1987. He served in the University
continuously for 31 years and sought
voluntary retirement from service in
2006 and entered into public life. He
was appointed as Vice-Chairman, State
Planning Commission by the Government
of Tamil Nadu in May 2006.

During his academic tenure in the
University of Madras, one of the premier
institutions of India (which celebrated its
150th year in 2007), he has guided 27
scholars for Ph.D. degree and more than
100 research students for M.Phil. Degree.
His students are serving in many reputed
educational and research institutions and
in public administration in India and
abroad. He has organized more than 100

seminars, lectures, symposia, refresher

and Infrastructural
Committee, Monitoring Committee
of Sethu Samudram Canal Project and

Ennore Port Advisory Committee.

He has travelled widely and presented
research papers in seminars, conferences
and symposiums held in China, England,
France, Germany, Austria, Hungary,
Switzerland, Canada, United States
of America, Russia, Greece, Australia,
Singapore, Malaysia and Japan. He
was awarded Shastri Indo-Canadian
Fellowship in 1995 to conduct research on
Comparative Federalism in the University
of Montreal, Canada.

He published “Das Capital and Surplus
Value” in 6 volumes, translated into
Tamil by K.R. Jamadakani, a multilingual
scholar and Freedom fighter.

He has authored many books and

articles in English and in his mother
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tongue Tamil on the subjects - Public
economics, Economic thought, Social
justice, Constitutional law, Federalism and
Indian economy. The titles of the books are
as follows: 1. New Dimensions of Fiscal
Federalism, 2.Indian Economy: Light
in Darkness 3. Tamil Nadu Economy:
Trends and Prospects 4. Dialectics of
Federalism in India: An Analysis of Socio-
Economic and Political Factors 5. Socio-
economic Thoughts of Poet Bharathiyar,
Dravidian Political Economy in English
6. Astronomy Vs. Astrology - A Social
Analysis 7. Thoughts bloomed in People’s
China, 8. The Indian federalism-Is it a
Concentration of power or Distribution?
9. Needhiya? Niyayama? 10.Neruppu
Porigal, 11. Pathivugal, 12.Valarchiya?
Veeizhchiya? and Porigal in Tamil.

He has published hundreds of articles in
English and Tamil journals covering wide
issues ranging from political economy,
social justice, social equality, democracy,

cultural nationalism and public affairs.

During his tenure as Vice-Chairman,
State Planning Commission in 2006-

2011, he has chaired the high level policy

making committees which gave their

recommendations to the Government of
India and States. Some of the important
committees are : 1.High Level Committee
to give the views of the State of Tamil
Nadu to the Centre-State Enquiry
Committee under the Chairmanship of
Justice Madan Mohan Punchhi appointed
by Government of India in 2007, 2. Tamil
Nadu State Land Use Board, 3.Expert
Panel to advice the Government of Tamil
Nadu on matters relating to rain water
harvesting and ground water recharge,
4. Protection of Heritage Building
Committee - to protect and preserve the
100 years old monuments and buildings
in Tamil Nadu, 5. Expert Committee
- to revise the text book for Higher
Secondary School students and for the
implementation of Equitable Education
System in schools in the state of Tamil
Nadu, 6. Expert Committee to “Explore
the Possibilities of Preventing Surplus
Surface Water Draining Wastefully into
the Sea during Monsoon and to use
it to Recharge the Aquifers Benefiting
Drought Prone Areas,” Government of

Tamil Nadu.
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Preface from the Editors

Dear Readers of Dravida Pozhil, Like the Sweetness of Literary Pongal,
e Hearty wishes for the Tamil New Year the Dravidian Research Pongal is also

May every home rejoice on this Thai enchanting to our Intellect. Our Dravida

Thirunaal. - Pongal Festival. Pozhil completes two years of age and

. stepping onto its third year. Measuring
e Our Research Journal is now 2 years . .
our previous paths and planning our

of age. Happy Birthday to Dravida
Pozhil.

* The birthday celebration is not only
to the journal. The Chancellor of

oncoming paths, let’s devise an action
plan for ourselves. Thus far, we have
published 49 research papers and
following are the domains that we have
our University, our dear Aasiriyar Jwelt on.
Veeramani turned 90 years last month.

More than ever, he is youthfully

indulgent in his rational service. Our
ST G elenue

birthday wishes to him.

HISTORY
SOCMAL s Tt
REFeAdnd s REUKG 0N
LINGLISTICS
UTERATURE

METAR

of a happy Pongal. b
MEDHA

COMPUTATHIMAL LiRGUETES 00

Thus, this issue carries a plethora of
warm wishes amidst the celebrations

e Pour and Partake and Celebrate the

Pongal (PathitRu Paththu, Sanga s
Tamil) i

RATIOMALITY

e A New Vessel brims with Sweet Milk RO
Pongal (Cheevaka Chintamani)
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Working and surpassing our own

prior victories is the basis of Continuous

Improvement. Our plans for this year

are:

Providing a platform for Research
Students (esp. Women & Students

from underprivileged communities)
Joining Global Journal Directories of
acclaimed Research Papers

Shining the Lamp of Science on

Dravidian based Research Topics

10

This issue of Dravida Pozhil contains

6 Papers.

1. The Role of Self-Respect Movement
in the War for Social Justice and Caste

Annihilation in India.

2. History of Social Justice in Sri Lankan

Tamil Society.
3. The (Dark) Secrets of the Vedas.

4. Approaches of Self-Respect
Movement on ‘Chastity’, ‘Husband-
Wife Relationship’ and ‘Motherhood’

5. Tamil & Dravidian are synonyms.

6. Temple- Agama-Aryiam... Known

and Unknown

Please immerse yourself in these
papers and share them with your peers.
We immensely thank our dear Readers
who have been travelling with us in this
great Dravidian Academic Journey.

- The Board of Editors.

Prof. Dr. M. Naganathan

Prof. Dr. P. Jagadeesan

Prof. Dr. P. Kalimuthu

Prof. Dr. Sp. Thinnappan

Prof. Dr. Nam. Srinivasan

Prof. Dr. Kannabiran Ravishankar
Dr. V. Neru

Dr. Soma Ilangovan
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Pongal is the only festival which
is celebrated by the rationalists in
TamilNadu. After Pongal celebration
there is a event called Jallikattu held
in various parts of Tamilnadu. Today
the event is named as Jallikattu
but in ancient times it is called
'EruThaluvuthal .EruThaluvuthal is a
part of Dravidian culture
and it has proofs in Tamil
literatures like Kalithogai,
Malaipadugadam and
Silapathikaram.Though
the youth were injured
due to the bull, bull was
not killed in this event. A
seal from the Indus Valley

civilization depicting

L5liq 6060l |HaisTSussSe
Qm&dng. wg®r HCS
o grem &Pl yiayseflen BrensmDd &L
S ieyseT Hen_gg CILIT(HL&6T,6Tm H(L06H60
Gss Searemmigemensd OlETeg (HEHMG.
gpreil prafliiser oemr  Abg Cleuerl
praflasder asperymilsHulley,
sl BTH Sy sDeaTTTUESeD
gm SWaze QL Cupd@muumss
GHEEDL amalle Qbs Srmeil_Licumble
Qslled Il LULD @M STEETELISH
ClsrenmgmEEng. bsS STeneruilen (Lper
sroser Fpgtleuafluiaund Ger sToSET
Epiuied Qmadng.Qermd  CHTL(HD
@bs gm swage 3000 yarhsense
poulL e uerurl Gl Clu@menouder
CaTLjFflenws @dlsSmg,.
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the practice of Eru
Thaluvuthal is preserved in the National
Museum, New Delhi.The archaeology
reports and excavation held in Indus
Valley has solid proof.. The archaeology
reports and excavation held in Keezhadi
place near Madurai has a solid proof for
Eru Thaluvuthal in ancient times. As
a Momento of Dravidian culture this
Dravida Pozhil Magazine Front Page is
with a Picture of a Bull which has front
legs in Indus Valley and back legs in
Keezhadi.
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Social Endosmosis is Social Justice.

“An ideal society should be mobile, should be full of channelsfor

conveying a change taking place in one part to other parts.

In an ideal society there should be many interests
consciouslycommunicated and shared.There should be varied and
freepoints of contact with other modes of association. In otherwords,

there should be social endosmosis.
This is fraternity,which is only another name for democracy.

Democracy isnot merely a form of Government. It is primarily a
mode ofassociated living, of conjoint communicated experience. Itis
essentially an attitude of respect and reverence towards fellow men”.

(Annihilation of Caste)

prof Dr. B.R. AMBEDKAR , M.A., M.Sc., Ph.D., D.Sc.
Homn’ble Minister (1st Minister) of Law and Justice, Union Of India
(1947-51).
Minister of Labour in Viceroy's Executive Council
(1942-46).

Chairman of the Constitution Drafting Committee -
Constituent Assembly of India (1946-50).

Member of Parliament - Rajya Sabha for Bombay
State (1952-56).
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THE ROLE OF SELF-RESPECT MOVEMENT
IN THE WAR FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE
AND CASTE ANNIHILATION IN INDIA

Dr. K. Veeramani
Chancellor-Periyar Maniammai Institute of Science
& Technology (Deemed to be University)

Abstract

Discrimination is rooted in the history of many countries of the world, but in India
it is quite different, more acute, divinely sanctioned and hence deeply intertwined in
the social fabric via the Caste System. Applying Root Cause Analysis, the Social Scientist
Periyar advocated Self-Respect in the individual, as an antidote to eradicate this
discrimination. Caste tyranny robbed the dignity of the individuals via religious systems,
beliefs & practices, and the only way to restore dignity, is by enlightening the spirit of self-
respect, which is in turn possible if one turns into a rationalist critically examining the
above discriminatory systems. The Dravidian Model aims to remove discrimination at
every level and deliver Social Justice at every level. This paper explains the methodology
of Periyar and the Dravidian Movement and succinctly summarizes the operational
mode of the Dravidar Kazhagam (DK)in fighting for our rights - education, cultural,
scientific temper & development.

Essay: economic wealth and power. But in
Social Justice in other countries India - in my country - itisused inavery

inequality of income and wealth alone Weeding out outmoded social system
and ensuring even distribution of and freeing people from the tyranny of
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caste, loosening of the bonds of custom,
tradition and superstition which kept
them under subjugation and preparing
them to fight for a just social order.

The caste system resulted in gross
unjust discrimination and inequality
in society. It gave rise to inequality and,
awful indignity, leading to economic
backwardness and social imbalance. It
hampered even growth and progress of
the society.

Caste is discrimination by birth; it
is fortified by the divine sanction with
the support of religion and rituals.
The institution of caste is immutable.
Let me quote from the Report of the
All India Second Backward Classes
Commission, popularly known in
India as Mandal Commission:

Para 4.4: "The Rig Vedic hymns of
'Purusha Sukta’, which contains the
earliest reference to Chatur Varna, also
states that after the primeval sacrifice,
"his mouth became Brahmins, two
arms were made into the Rajanya
(Kshatriyas), his thighs in Vaishyas;
from his two feet the Shudra was born."
(Rig Veda 10:90)

It is only in India that this concept
got formalized into a cast-iron mould.

Para 4.5: "No social institution
containing so large an element of

inequality and discrimination towards

14

majority of the people can survive that
long in a complex and subtle scheme
of scripture, mythology and ritual, that
Brahminism succeeded in investing
caste system with a moral authority
that has

challenged even by the most ardent

been seldom effectively
social reformers. How religion and
mythology were used to weave this

magic cobweb of caste!"

The  social revolutionary
E.V.Ramasamy (1879 - 1973) of
South India, popularly known as
Thanthai Periyar and Baba Saheb Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar (1891 - 1956) from
North India were doughty warriors
who fought valiantly against the cruel
caste system tirelessly throughout their
life. Periyar E.V. Ramasamy started his
mission as a fighter for social justice
with the realization that this social
injustice was perpetuated by the Varna
caste system. Unless and until the
caste system is eradicated social justice

would not become a reality.

Hence, he started a non-political
called Self-Respect
Movement for the eradication of

movement

discrimination. He started to treat this
malice from its root, killing the germs

from its origin. He waged battles not

georeufl — wmja 2023 Gl pmled



on streets, but in the minds of the
people aggrieved, offended and often
dehumanized. He gave a clarion call
to unite them and assert their human

rights and dignity.

For thousands and thousands of
years, majority of the people - sons and
daughters of the socially stigmatized,
economically  deprived, politically
voiceless and culturally opiated were
subjugated by the supremacy that has
been institutionalized by the upper

caste Brahmins.

The annihilation of caste system is
not an easy task but warrants an ardent
battle that too in the minds of people
who have been engulfed by the slavery
of their minds. Self-Respect Movement
of the South and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s
Movement in the North; both are two
sides of the same coin of the revolt
against all sorts of oppression, of course

without losing their individuality.

In Tamil Nadu it was Thanthai Periyar
who originated the battle with a social
perspective and plan of action. It was
the battle for social justice when the
concept of Social Justice was unknown
one hundred years ago in this country.
The seed for Social Justice he sowed

in this soil has grown well and yielded

DRAVID/\Ee4EM January - March 2023

its fruits. We want this plant of Social
Justice to branch out its growth in other
parts of India and the world.

Now the octopus of caste system
and its virus germs are entering
unabated even in this part of the globe
(North America), by monopolizing
the education opportunities, grabbed
by the privileged at earlier times. This
must be prevented. Otherwise, the
disease will permeate and claim its toll

in other countries too!

Even though humans are born free,
everywhere they are in different kind
of chains. In the caste system there
is no 'humanity’ and 'human rights'
or sympathy or empathy because
it is a dehumanized system which
acknowledges only two kinds. One
is 'super-human’, the other is 'sub-
humans. Even in graveyards and
cemeteries this social atrocity and
stigma steals their dignity and degrades
them.

Unless adventitious aids are given
to the under-privileged, it would be
impossible to suggest that they have
opportunities equal with the more
advanced people. This is the reason
and justification for the demand of
social justice.

15



The under-privileged citizens of the
country should be given a preferential
treatment - compensatory justice - in
order to give them an equal opportunity
with other more advanced sections of
the community. There can be equality
only among equals, but not among
unequals. The demand for Social
Justice arises because of the age-old,
prevailing social injustice in the ruling

caste domination!

Caste tyranny robbed the dignity of
the individuals. The only way to restore
it, is by enlightening the spirit of self-
respect which is possible only by being
a rationalist.

Rationalists’ approach will always
remake human beings as persons
without fear. Rationalism and Self-
Respect ideology delink humans from
the shackles of pessimism, superstitions
and apathy. It causes emancipation of
humanity. It gives self-confidence and
develops in them a scientific approach
to solve life's problems. They will not sit
in isolation and be passive spectators to
the perpetuation of social injustice.

The clarion call of rationalism and
self-respect is to stand erect on one's
own feet and fight the life's battle with

courage and without fear! Rationalism

16

and self-respect dispel the darkness of
ignorance and fear and inculcate a deep
sense of optimism towards humanity.
It is only Rationalism and Self-Respect
that could conquer and control fear
and restore freedom of thought and the

faculty of creative thinking.

When Thanthai Periyar started his
social movement, his simple philosophy
was based on 'Everything to Everyone'
(ST mEGD TS SHd); NO one
should be discriminated against or
deprived of anything, all are equal and
there is no place for anyone to claim
against "All are equal”. No one could

claim "I am more equal than others".

Social Justice and Self-Respect
philosophy assure not only the rights
butalso dignity withoutany gender bias.
Social Justice should also go together
with gender justice. The philosophy
of Periyar has been practiced by
the political rulers in stages. Public
opinion has been mobilized by Periyar
Movement to influence the rulers

irrespective of their political color.

The Dravidian Model State Tamil
Nadu under the able and inspiring
dynamic leadership of Chief Minister
Hon'ble Muthuvel Karunanidhi Stalin

declared September 17, Thanthai
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Periyar's birthday, as Social Justice Day.
On that day, Social Justice oath is being
affirmed by all the personnel including
bureaucrats.

Our Methodology:

Caste annihilation is an open revolt
by Periyar Movement. It is not a
sectarian organization. It is devoid of
violence, itappeals to all people through
mass public meetings and creates
social awareness of the problem, then
and there. It influences the political
rulers on what is to be done for this

missionary task.

The

Movement for the cause of Social Justice

fighting mode of Periyar
and human rights is different from
normal methodology. Every initiative
and action plan of the movement is
focused on attaining human equality
all,

eliminating the element of denigration

and equal opportunities to
of any form. It is aimed at dispensation
of Social Justice to the deprived
and simultaneously fighting for the
annihilation of caste system. Some of
such struggles and agitations that led

to the manifestation for the cause are:

eIn the Indian Constitution, the
mention of caste endures. There
is one Article (provision) that
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'untouchability is abolished’, which
is one form of indignity inflicted on
the toiling sections of the society. The
other forms also still endure.

o In 1957, Periyar appealed to the
rulers to remove the word 'caste’
from the Constitution, suggesting
the provision for due amendment as
'caste is abolished'. The rulers did not
amend. Periyar launched a massive
agitation to burn, symbolically, the
copies of Constitution pages which
had provisions that stick to 'caste’.
Nearly 10,000 people participated
in the agitation; about 3,000 courted
arrest and underwent imprisonment

ranging from 3 months to 3 years.

o The struggle still continues in other
forms to enlighten the public about
the menace of caste system.

o A few years back, the so called
'honor killing' was committed on
the couple who wedded inter-caste;
one from socially dominant caste
and another from a deprived caste.
Even many political parties and
social organizations were unable to
enter the village of crime. The DK
very boldly conducted a massive
conference on 'Caste Annihilation’

inviting the organization leaders
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mostly from deprived communities.
The DK condemned the crime
and stressed that it is actually an
'Arrogant Killing', stigmatized with
caste prejudice - and not 'honor
killing'.
 Inrespect of compensatory justice in
the form of reservation in education
and employment for the historically
denied and deprived communities,
DK had enabled 3 Constitutional
amendments not only to sustain
the prevailing dispensation but
also to enhance the quantum of
compensatory  justice.  Indian
Constitution was amended in 1951,
1994 and 2006. The total reservation
of 69 per cent for the deprived is
the unique achievement on Social
Justice by the initiatives of DK in

Tamil Nadu.

o Despite its atheist strategic mode
in propaganda for human equality,
DK fought for appointment of
trained Archakas in temples hailing
from all the castes which is being
monopolized by Brahmin priests.
Due to the continuous struggle,
trained Archakas from all castes

have been appointed. The atheist
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movement, DK fought and achieved
the rights of believers. Atheism is the
functional mode of DK. But fighting
for the cause of believers is human
right. That is the unique mode in the
methodology of DK.

The cited struggles are only few
and illustrative. All these struggles
are devoid of violence by mobilizing
public opinion through continuous
propaganda and focusing the issue to
the rulers for its implementation. “If
public opinion marches forward, law

comes limping behind.”

DK always fights for our rights -
education, cultural, scientific temper
& development. Thousands of youths
respected our call and joined our
movement. If and when necessary,
we launch peaceful public agitations
on a mass scale which attracts the
government that enacts law. It is
a question of human right, and
removal of the shameful stigma on
the untouchables and other deprived

communities.

The war for Social Justice and caste
annihilation continues and has to be
inhuman

continued. The injustice

has been infused for many centuries.
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The remedy for this malady is also
a yearlong process, crossing a few
generations. Periyar founded DK to take
up the cause continuously generation
after generation. Success is definite
but it is staggered. The ideological
opponents are particular only about
their privileges. Achievements could
be possible through the enlightenment
of the deprived and plunge into action.
DK's missionary task is this and it will
continue with further acceleration.

Long Live Periyar! Long Live

Periyar Ideals!

(The above paper was presented
at the 3rd International Humanism
Conference on Social Justice — Toronto
during Sep 2022).
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SOCIAL JUSTICE IN SRI LANKAN TAMIL
SOCIETY - HISTORY &THE FUTURE

Prof. Dr. S. Sivasegaram
Retired Senior Professor, University of
Peradeniya, Sri Lanka

Abstract

Social justice in the Sri Lankan 1amil society has many regional variations that makes
it a daunting task to understand and apply across the spectrum.Besides ethnicity, class
and region have been decisive in determining the nature of issues of social justice. Gender
oppression, Class oppressiones Caste oppression — have all contributed to the injustice
prevalent in the Sri Lankan Tamil Society, and hence Social Justice has to be delivered
on all the above fronts. Caste prejudices run deep in the form of social identity.

The caste structure among Sri Lankan Tamils stands in significant contrast with Tamil
Nadu, and interestingly, the caste hierarchies among the Sinhalese and Tamils are much
similar. The dominance of feudal ideology still exists, and caste consciousness still plays
a role in electoral politics and social preferences, especially in matrimonial matters. This
paper walks through the basics of caste system and structure in Sri Lanka, how these
structures are prevalent in the Sri Lankan Tamil society even today, historical insights
into the anti-caste movements of Sri Lankan Tamils, and concerns for the future towards

the path to Social Justice.

Introductory Understanding: society is inseparable form that in

Social justice in Sri Lankan Tamil the whole country and has regional
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variations that make it hard to talk of
the subject as a unified whole. There
are three Tamil speaking nationalities
in Lanka, each with its own historical,
cultural and even linguistic markers.
To use the term “Tamil Nation’ or
nationality to refer to them as a group
is erroneous as they have been distinct
entities for centuries, and, in the case of
Hill Country Tamils, their geographic
isolation from the Tamils of the North
and East has meant that there has
not been a shared social or political
leadership for the two nationalities.
The Muslims, unlike in Tamil Nadu,
have maintained a separate cultural
identity and integration with the Tamil
nationality (the term that is commonly
used for the Tamils of the North and
East), except in the Jaffna peninsula,
where there is no predominantly
Muslim region and their relatively
small numbers encouraged close ties
with the Tamils. But the vast majority
of Muslims live among the Sinhalese, a
reason being that a substantial section
of the Muslims is of mixed ancestry,
which is partly Arab. Tamil nationalist
attempts to impose a linguistic identity
on them proved counterproductive.
Besides, the picture of the ethnic
geography of Tamil speakers has
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changed drastically since displacement
by state oppression and later civil war,
with a substantial part of the Tamils
of North and East settling in India,
Europe, North America and Australia.

Besides ethnicity, class and region
have been decisive in determining the
nature of issues of social justice. I will
confine myself to issues of social justice

related to serious social oppression.

Caste, Class & Gender Oppression:

Gender
nationality, and has mostly changed

oppression cuts across
in form than content by the impact
of the drift from a feudal mode of
production to backward capitalism,
by wurbanization accompanying the
capitalist mode of exchange and by the
expansion of the state and the mainly
urban based capitalist sectors. Struggle
for gender equality has been only partly
successful, despite the country being
among the first globally to grant women
the right to vote. Female literacy and
employmentin the professions hasbeen
remarkably high by the second half of
the last century. But the cultural burden
weighs heavily on the plight of women.
Female illiteracy is worst among
Muslims and Hill Country Tamils.
Interestingly, the Tamils of the North

georeufl — wmja 2023 Gl pmled



(especially Jaftna), still considered the
most literate in the island, apply very
repressive social rules for the place of
a woman society. The civil war led to
a rise in the number female-headed
families and, despite its economic and
social damage, had a favourable impact
on the place of women in society but
still far from adequate. It is hoped
that modernization will have further
favourable impact, but limited by the
accepted norm of seeing the female as
a commodity to serve and place the
male.
Class

related and victories won by the rising

oppression is production
Left movement since the 1930s led to
remarkable gains in workers’ rights and
even political power exercised through
their trade unions. Much of these have
been reversed since the opening up of
the economy under the semi-dictatorial
executive presidency installed in 1978
under a new constitution. Given the
complexity of class oppression in the
context of changes to the economy
and the transformation of a semi-
feudal colonial society into a neo-
colony with a complex of modes of
production, inclusion of that aspect
of social injustice in this talk will be
overambitious. Thus, the talk will from
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here on be confined to caste hierarchy
and oppression among Tamil speaking
people, with emphasis on the section of
the Tamil speakers among whom caste
oppression was most severe and hence
struggle against it was most forceful.
That is no promise of a comprehensive
comment.

Caste System in Sri Lankan Tamil
Society:

The caste system of South Asia
is unique to the region. The caste
structures of different societies got
integrated into the 4+1 Varnas referred
to in the Hindu sacred texts thus
justified and defended as God-given.
The categories of the Varna system are
ranked as: Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaisya
and Sudhra, followed by a fifth category
of Dalits defined by omission.

Not all

categories, and the caste hierarchy does

societies have all five
not necessarily coincide with the Varna
hierarchy. Among Lankan Tamils of
Jaffna, the pecking order is Vellaala,
several lower rungs of Sudhras, and
then Dalits. The Brahmin and the Chetti
(Vaisya) exist, but have a marginal role.
No caste group seriously claims to be

Kshatriya.

In the East (in Batticaloa and
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adjoining regions) the Mukkuvar (once
associated with fishing) own land and
dominate society at least on par with
the Vellalar. There are Dalits, but not
repressed as severely as in Jaffna. In
regions in between, like the Vanni
and Trincomalee, the hierarchy varies
but with visible Vellala dominance.
Repression of Dalits is, however,

weaker than in Jaftna.

In the Hill Country a majority belong
to some Dalit caste groups which
workedin the plantations directly under
British owners and later local and Asian
owners so that the caste structure did
not play a role in production relations.
But living quarters in many plantations
are segregated based on caste hierarchy.
There are the higher castes such as
the Vellalas and Chetties employed in
middle management besides serving
as traders and in other professions.
The higher castes still hold dominant
positions in some major trade unions.
Although repression by caste is weak if
not absent, caste prejudices run deep in

the form of social identity.

The Muslims do not have a caste
system, but a wealth-based hierarchy

exists.

The caste structure among Sri Lankan
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Tamil speakers thus standsinsignificant
contrast with Tamil Nadu, where again,
while the Brahmin presided over the
caste hierarchy, and castes claiming
Kshatriya and Vaisya Varna identities
exist, the caste hierarchy and the
oppressing castes and the oppressed
castes have regional variations. The
hierarchy itself has changed with time
through struggle and the initiative of
community leaders, as well as impact

of Christianity.

Interestingly, the caste hierarchies
among the Sinhalese and Jaftna Tamils
are much similar. The Govigama
(equivalent of Vellala) dominance

has the

Kandyan regions and parts of what

been strong in central
was the Kandyan kingdom and caste
oppression was moderately strong well
into the 20th Century. Caste hierarchy
yielded to wealth and learning in the
coastal regions which had contact
with colonial rulers for nearly four and
a half centuries. Three caste groups
(the Karawe or fishers, the Durawe
associated with toddy taping and the
Salagama who were brought into the

island by the Dutch and engaged in
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trades such as cinnamon pealing)
stood up to the Govigama domination
in key sectors of social activity.
Communities with late South Indian
origin have jealously preserved their
‘Hindu’ or pagan traditions in matters
like weddings and ritual healing and
worship Hindu gods while placing the
Buddha centrally among a pantheon of

gods.

Caste Names & Production

Relations:

Another interesting feature concerns
caste-based names. Tamils of Tamil Nadu
retained their caste identity as the last
part of the name, until the Self Respect
Movement intervened to do away with it
in Tamil Nadu, while in many states the
caste name lingers on as the surname
or part of it. The Tamil speakers (with
the exception of Brahmins) have as a
whole discarded caste identity in their
names. Even the name of one’s village
that occurs in Tamil names of India is
absent in the registered name, although
a few add it for sentimental reasons.
The Sinhalese name offers a more
comprehensive identification to include

in the ‘wasagama’ (a descriptor), most if
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not all of, the name of village, traditional
house name (like the ‘iI’ names of
Malayalis), clan, standing of the family
in society, given names and family
name. What is interesting is that the
caste identity is also emphasized in the
way a family name is spelled in English.
(For example, Jayawardana has variants
spelled as Jayawardhana, Jayawardhane,
Jayawardene, Jayawardena all
pronounced alike in Sinhala, but with

a strict caste identity to each spelling.)

Caste oppression always had a strong
bearing on production relations. Even
when the feudal mode of agricultural
production yielded to the capitalist
mode, there have been pockets of
resistance. The system of loyalty on
which the feudal mode relied persisted
and features of feudal social relations can
still be seen in much of South Asia. In Sri
Lanka, the system of universal franchise
and unhindered access to universal
free education, in the mother tongue
initially and in English as well later on,
helped to elevate political and social
awareness. However, the dominance

of feudal ideology was stubborn, and
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caste consciousness still plays a role in
electoral politics and social preferences,
especially in matrimonial matters.

Short History of the Anti-Caste
Movements:

Caste-based discrimination in public
places was made a punishable offence
by the ‘Prevention of Social Disabilities
Act’ introduced by the Bandaranaike
government in 1957, which helped the
Dalits (the preferred term in Lanka being
Panchamar) of the North to advance
socially. But legislation was inadequate
to change caste-based discrimination
in the North, especially Jaffna, where
caste-based rituals and ceremonies
continued, and Dalits were obliged to
provide certain services to the higher
caste households. Dalits continued to
be denied entry to temples and eateries.
In tea boutiques, seating (if offered) was
separate and vessels in which tea was
served were different, with Dalits served
either in small tin cans or coconut shells.

Caste discrimination also meant
resistance. The Jaffna Youth Congress
(1924 to late 1930s) was the first
public voice against caste-based social
discrimination, and was inspired by
the Vaikom campaign of Periyar who
visited the North in 1925 on JYC’s
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invitation. Dalit organizations emerged
in the North to assert the rights of
Dalits. Their campaign, backed by
progressive forces like the JYC, enabled
the right to schooling for a section of
the Dalit children who were earlier
denied the right as well as the right
of other Dalit children to be seated in
class. Discouragement of Dalit children
by school authorities and teachers
persisted, although less visibly since

independence.

It was in such context that the
'‘Movement Against Untouchability'
backed by the Left Communist Party
(also known as the Peking Wing)
was launched in October 1966. The
campaign used armed struggle to battle
armed suppression by goons hired by
the upper caste elite and even the police
siding with them. The campaign went
on until the early 1970s, and succeeded
in opening all public temples and
eateries to everyone regardless of caste.
That was a major victory. But caste

discrimination still exists, less visibly.

There was a brief spell during the
civil war when the Tamil nationality
was persuaded by the LTTE to leave
the peninsula so that they could
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fight the armed forces unhindered.
The exodus from the peninsula to
Kilinochchi in pouring rain was a
painful sight. During the time, there
was no sign of caste difference. People
received support and gave support to
the old, the sickly and the frail, and
shared food and water. Anyone who
imagined that adversity has knocked
sense into a caste-ridden population
had only to wait until the procession
reached Kilinochchi. People regrouped
according to caste and members of
the higher castes cleansed themselves
of contamination by contact with the
untouchables by washing themselves
and the clothes that they wore. This was
nothing unique. Similar experiences

have been reported of other occasions.

The myth that the LTTE’s Eelam Wars
hadeliminated castediscrimination was
exploded by several other experiences
including the denial of access to
untouchables to what are called ‘private’
temples. A more recent example was
when caste-ridden bigots sought to
reactivate a crematorium that was long
in disuse and a large community had

grown in its vicinity over the decades.
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The entire community and people
of nearby villages mobilized to stop
resumption of cremation. The matter
went to court and the court suspended
the use of the crematorium. But when
the protesters sought support from
political leaders they met with excuses
for not associating with their demand,
for fear of losing precious upper caste

votes.
Proportional Representation:

It will be worth noting that, while in
the South parliamentary representation
has been in fair proportion to caste
identity; it was weaker in the East
and poor in the North. In the Jaffna
peninsula with 9 seats and a Dalit
population of at least 25%, the first Dalit
to be elected MP since 1947 was one in
1977 that was after the Dalits showed
their musclein 1966-72. A Dalit entered
parliament as an appointed MP in 1970,
thanks to persuasion by the Moscow
Wing Communist Party in the ruling
alliance. His presence helped at least
a modest number of Dalits to secure
places in education and employment
which

denied to them. Marriage outside the

would otherwise have been

caste is still taboo and mostly punished

by exclusion from the family and
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community. Killing or maiming as
punishment is rare. As economic and
educational standards rose among
Dalits it has become harder to humiliate
them even in private by reference to
caste. But the more reactionary sections
of the upper castes miss no opportunity
to deny appointments and promotions
to those of ‘lower birth’ Also, the large
Lankan Tamil community in self-
exile in Europe and North America
are notorious for their tendency to
cling to obsolete customs and rituals
which are out of fashion at home.
Caste consciousness is an important
aspect so that more Dalit groups have
emerged in exile than at home. Thus,
the struggle has to continue on every

front and by every necessary means.

Summary & Future:

Among  important  differences
between the caste structures, caste
oppression and resistance in Lanka and

Tamil Nadu comprise:

« The absence any of the top three
Varnas (particularly the Brahmin) in

the caste hierarchy in Lanka

o A faster decay of feudal production

relations in Lanka
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« Bigger social and political exposure
of villages to alien cultures including
and

Christianity Islam  during

advancement to modernism

o Relatively stronger penetration of
the Dalit community by left and

progressive ideology.

» Successful presentation of the struggle
against caste-based oppression in
Jaffna as an aspect of class struggle,
thus enabling enlightened sections of
the upper caste to press against caste-
based discrimination and oppression.

o Struggle against caste oppression
was not harmed by divisions among

Dalits on caste lines.

« The absence of a preferential quota

system.

o The courage of the Dalits of Lanka to
resist armed oppression with armed

resistance.

Warnings for the future concern the

following tendencies:

« The tendency to see caste oppression
in terms of advancing the social
standing of an individual, a clan or
a caste alone (This stands in the way
of bigger need to eliminate caste

hierarchy as a whole.)
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« The tendency to conceal one’s identity

in order to identify with ‘socially
higher’ strata (Notably, Periyar
remarked: “Caste will cease to exist
only when a Parayan can announce

chest erect “I am a Parayan”.)

« The tendency to isolate the struggle
against caste oppression from other
forms of oppression, especially

gender and class oppression, and at

times national oppression.

(The above paper was presented at the
3rd International Humanism Conference
on Social Justice - Toronto during Sep

2022).
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“For all these reasons, I am confident than an
opening to the secrets of the Indus script has

been achieved:

We know that the underlying language was
Proto-Dravidian and we know how the script

functions.

I hope that at this stage, scholars who speak
Tamil and other Dravidian languages as their
mother tongue willactively participate in this

exercise and develop it further”

(A Dravidian Solutiontothe Indus Script problem
World Classical Tamil Conference — Jun 252010,
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, Union of India).

Prof Dr. ASKO PARPOLA
University of Helsinki, Finland.
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THE (DARK) SECRETS OF THE VEDAS

Prof. (Thamizh Murasu) N. Periyasamy

Abstract:

The Vedas are generally heralded as the ancient essence of Indian Religion & Philosophy.
Vedas have always been regarded as the beacon of knowledge in the Hindu religious and
Indian philosophical arena. They are looked upon with utmost reverence and holiness. But

there are many dark sides of the Vedas too.

Many inhuman practices are disguised as philosophies in Vedic texts. Almost none of the
Vedic Gods exist in modern day Hinduism. Vedic gods were given up to embrace and exert
authority on the local cultures. Vegetarianism was not considered holy in those days. The
real meaning of many Vedic words have changed over the course of time and there are even
some obscene passages in the so-called holy texts of the Vedas. More than all, the inhuman

practice of the Caste System traces its roots to the four Vedas.

There were many other ancient schools of philosophy like Lokayata, Ajivika, Jainism &
Buddpism that dissented with the Vedas and offered a different school of thought against
Vedic supremacy, superstitions and injustices of the Vedic schools.

This paper walks through the basics of the Vedic school as well as the philosophies of
the non-Vedic schools, and compares both philosophies in a rational context and a social
construct. It also shares some historical notes in the conflict between the two schools of
religion and philosophy. It requires a _full re-reading to understand the dark secrets of the
much acclaimed holy Vedas.
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Introduction:
Lead me

from untruth to truth from darkness
to light and from death to immortality.

(Brihadaranyaka Upanishad 1.3.28)

This mantra is called pavamana
abhyaroha mantra. It is said and
believed that the reciter of this mantra
is raised from a lower level to a higher
level. It is the desire of human beings
to know the truth. What is truth? It has
been defined differently by different
people on different occasions. Still it
remains a question to be answered
satisfactorily. In addition to the above
question there are other questions as

well.
Srutis and Smritis:

The word Veda is derived from the
root ‘Vid’ which means ‘to know’. ‘Sruti’
means that which is heard, and ‘Smriti’
means that which is remembered. The
Vedas are called Srutis, meaning they
are orally communicated and heard but

not composed or written down. Vedas
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are also considered as ‘apaurusheya’
which means that their authorship
cannot be assigned to any human
agency, and they are breathed out by

God and visioned by seers.

Swami Vivekananda opined that

there is a considerable difference
of opinion among the scholars and
thinkers as what portion constitutes
the Veda proper. One school believes
that whole of the Vedic literature
comprising of the four sections: 1)
Sambhitas, 2) Brahmanas, 3) Aranyakas
and 4) Upanishads has emanated from
Brahman. On the other hand, there are
others who have a firm conviction that
the Samhitas, which are the invocatory
texts of Vedas and the collection of
metric texts, are alone the Veda proper
and the rest are appendices. Swami
Dayananda Sarasvati regarded that
Sambhita texts alone constitutes original
Vedas. The Brahmanas are texts that
explain about the rituals that occur in
the Vedas. The Aranyakas are treatises
composed in the forests that discuss and
interpret the various ceremonies. The
last & final section — the Upanishads
are texts that dwell on philosophy

and are termed ‘Vedanta’ meaning the
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ending portion of the Vedas.

The whole of Vedic literature marks
progression and expansion, but not
departure or diversion. The great
German thinker and Sanskrit scholar
Max Miiller emphatically says, “I
maintain that for a study of man,
there is nothing in the world equal in
importance with the Veda, I maintain
that to everybody who cares for himself,
for his ancestors, for his history or for
his intellectual development, a study of

Vedic literature is indispensable”

Vedas - Four or Three?

The Vedas are four - Rig, Yajur, Sama
and Atharva. But traditionally they are
spoken of as “Trayi’ - the Triple Vidya
(threefold knowledge).

relatively of quite a late origin. Sections

Atharva is

of the Yajur and Sama Veda repeat the
Rig Veda to a great extent, but Atharva
Veda is a collection of original hymns
and borrows very little from the Rig
Veda. These four together form the
foundations of Indian religious &

philosophical systemsand observances.

In Swami Vivekanandas individual
view, all that is true, is Veda. “By the
Vedas”, he says, “no looks are meant”.
He considers that the agnosticism of
the Buddhists, the atheism of Jains,
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each and all have a place in the Hindu
Religion. In his sheer enthusiasm,
Vivekananda calls Buddha a great
Vedantist, but it should not be forgotten
that Buddha fought against Vedic
Yagnas and Sacrifices.

Henotheism:

In contrast with the Vedas, Prof.
Max Miiller creates a new name for
the worship of personal god of Hindus
and calls it ‘Henotheism. Henotheism
is a bit different from monotheism and
polytheism. The sacred literature of
India declares that “Ekam Sat, Vipra
Bahudha Vadanti” It literally means
“That which is one, and sages call it by
various names”. Manickavasagar, the
Saivite Tamil saint says “The god has
no single shape and no single name, but
we call him in thousand names”. This
trend exists even in the Vaishnavite
tradition.

Schools of Indian Philosophy:

Marxist commentator K. Varadarajan

gives a list of nine most important

Indian  Philosophical schools of
thought. The list is as follows:

1. Lokayata

2. Jainism

3. Buddhism
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4. Vedanta
5. Mimamsa
6. Samkhya
7. Nyaya
8.Vaisesika

9.Yoga

Adi Sankara’s ‘Advaita, Madhwa’s
‘Dvaita’
‘Vishistadvaita’
stemming from Vedanta. They interpret

and  Ramanujacharya’s

are later schools
the Vedas according to their own
philosophical points of view, and hence
their interpretations differ on various
counts. Even Swami Vivekananda was

no exception to this general view.

Dissenting Notes:

The Vedas stand strikingly different
from other religious texts of those
ancient times, which provided a
space for dissenters to raise their
suspicion on the very existence of a
super-power (god). In their approach,
like

ancient Greek philosophers. Agnostic,

Indian philosophers proceed

atheistic, materialisticc and even
iconoclastic traces could be found
in their dissenting notes. Lokayata is
one such school which is immense in

dissenting with the Vedas.
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Lokayata:

Lokayata is one of the first, if not
the
philosophies. This is attributed to one
Sarvaka (or Carvaka) Maharishi. The

word ‘Loka’ means ‘people’ and ayata

first of all initial materialistic

means among the people. There was
also one siddha named ‘Lokayatar’ in
the Tamil Siddha tradition. One can
understand the popularity of Lokayata
the

sources. The original sources have been

philosophy  from antagonist
destroyed by vested interests. In the
3rd century BCE, Kautilya (Chanakya)
listed three important things that a
king should learn for good governance.
Lokayata philosophy is one among
them he says, in his monumental book
‘Artha Sastra. Famous historian Debi
Prasad Chattopadhyaya in his famous
treatise on Lokayata, lamented over the
destruction of the original sources. It is
an irony that scholars have to depend
on the sarcastic commentaries made
by antagonists in their books against

Lokayata to know about Lokayata.
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the first

Prime Minister of India justifiably gave
Lokayata its due place in developing the

socio-polity in Indian history. Nehru
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says that the Lokayata revolted against
all superstitions and injustices of the
Vedic schools and challenged that
status quo. They uncompromisingly
fought against the dictatorial attitude
of the ruling class who remained the
guardians of the age-old Vedic beliefs.
Lokayata the
of the Vedas, the priests, and their

criticized authority
superstitions ofallkinds. Aboveall, they
negated the very existence of god. They
advocated that it is unnecessary to bow
and pray to some imaginary statues. In
short they were the Ingersolls, Bradleys

and Periyar of their age.

It is believed that Brihaspati was the
Originator of Lokayata. According to
Puranic myths, Brihaspati was the son
of Brahma, the creator of all beings.
He was also the guru (teacher) of the

thirty-three crore devas.

The of

Renaissance, Raja Ram Mohan Roy

morning  star Indian
took some clues from Brihaspati and
others. “English Ever; Hindi Never”
may seem to be a modern slogan.
But it is a slightly modified version of
“English Ever; Sanskrit Never” which
was coined by the reformer Raja Ram

Mohan Roy. He was well-versed in
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many languages including English,
Sanskrit, Arabic, Persian etc. It was he
who was instrumental in abolishing
the cruel and inhuman Hindu practice
of Sati, wherein the widowed wives
were thrown into the funeral pyre
of their husbands. He parleyed with
Lord William Bentinck and Lord T.B.
Macaulay over the issue of the medium
of instruction and was instrumental in
establishing secular English Education
over the much hyped religious Sanskrit

education.

Against all Lokayats:

Thetiradeagainst Lokayats continued
even after they were dead and gone after
many centuries. Dr. S. Radhakrishnan,
the second president of the Indian
Republic was an esteemed philosopher.
But, in one of his famous books “The
history of Indian Philosophy” he
chided the Lokayats. He based his
biased commentary against Lokayata
based on a drama called ‘Prabhodha
Chandrodhayam’ written by Krishna
Mishra. The drama hit below the belt of
all Lokayats including Buddhists, Jains
and others who were against Vedic
supremacy. They were dubbed as liars,

womanizers, perverted sexists through
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the falsely portrayed characters in the
drama. Without any concrete argument
Dr. Radhakrishnan simply admired
those fictitious characters and wanted
others to emulate the essence of the
drama. But, later this was countered by
Osho (Acharya Rajneesh) in one of his
articles.

The of Hindu
Sanatana Dharma degraded Lokayatas

religious gurus
in every possible manner. If they had
enough powers, they would have even
thrown the Lokayata Teacher - Carvaka
into Dante’s Inferno (Divine Comedy).
Dante, the Italian Poet allotted a space
for saints and seers in the seventh hell.
But the great Veda Vyasa, the codifier
of the four Vedas, accomplished this
in his epic Maha Bharata. Originally
known as Jaya, and later Bharata &
Mahabharata, the epic was extended
by many selfish fundamentalists, and
one such episode is featured in the

following paragraph.

Lokayata in the Mahabharata:

The Mahabharata consists of eighteen
Parvas (divisions) asawhole. The Shanti
Parva is placed as the 12th division.
The Kurukshetra war in the story of
the Mahabharata ended on a sad note.
Both sides lost their near and dear. No
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one was satisfied - neither the winner
nor the loser. Yudhishthira, the eldest
of the Pandava Princes returned to the
town. A host of Brahmins were waiting
at the entrance of the town, to receive
him. He was shocked to hear the sharp
words of Lokayata guru Carvaka from
among the crowds. Carvaka said, “You
are a great sinner who have murdered
your kith and kin. You can never
escape from these sins” Yudhishthira
dropped his head down. He was unable
to bear the truth in those words. He
wanted to end his life there itself. But
the Brahmins convinced him against
giving up his life, and instead Carvaka
was burnt down as a heretic. This
incident is a horrible sample from the
so called tolerant religion of Sanatana
Dharma. This happened thousands
of years before Giordano Bruno was
burnt down for his unconventional

views against the religion in Italy.

Lokayata in the Ramayana:

Rama, the eldest son of Dasharatha
the
brahminical rites to his late father with

was  performing ceremonial

theassistance of many Brahminsand his

guru Vasishtha. But a Lokayata scholar
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by the name Jabali was reasoning
out and advising Rama to avoid such
superstitious ceremonies. Jabali said,
“Oh Rama, as a king you should know
the validity of these rituals. They are
un-necessary. The wealth and food you
offer to your dead father would not go to
him. They would not satisfy his soul in
any way. They would only fill the coffers
of these selfish Brahmins who perform
the rituals. This superstitious system
was created and preserved by cunning
Brahmins to earn their livelihood
without doing any meaningful work.
The homa materials you offer here
cannot even reach a nearby village. If
so, how could they reach the heavens?
Think twice before you start this”. Rama
was taken aback. He became angry and
confused. But Vasishtha pacified Rama

and the ceremonies continued.

Other Lokayats:
A great Lokayat by the name Ajita

Kesakambali lived during the times of
Buddha (5th century BCE) and he was
even more vociferous in attacking the
myth of god, heaven, hell and yagna.
Lokayats represented the common
man’s voice and stood up against Vedic

supremacy and the supremacy of the
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Brahmin priests. They argued against
the class and caste oppression instituted
by the Brahmins in the name of Vedic
religion.

Selfishness in Life or Philosophy of
Life?

Yajnavalkya was a philosopher-guide
to the King of Mithila, Janaka - the
father of Sita in the Ramayana epic. In
his autobiography, the great Tamil poet
Subramania Bharathiyar mentions
an episode wherein when the city of
Mithila was burning, Janaka was busy
involving himself in the introspection
of the Vedas. Instead of safeguarding
his citizens, he was behaving like the
Emperor Nero of Rome, who is stated
to have been playing the fiddle when
Rome was burning. On closer reading,
one can infer that Vedic supremacy was
at the forefront and even regular duties

to the society took a backseat.

the
discussion between the Vedic sage

Swami Vivekananda quotes

Yajnavalkya and his wife Maitreyi
and this throws light on what true
love is according to the Vedic school.
(Brihadaranyaka Upanishad 2.4.5)

Yajnavalkya said to his wife Maitreyi,
“It is not for the sake of the husband,
that the wife loves the husband, but for
the sake of her own self (Atman) that
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she loves her husband, she actually
loves her self. None loves his wife for
the sake of his wife, but because one
loves his own self, that one loves his
wife. None loves the children for the
sake of children, but to gratify their

own selves”.

Such was the deplorable position of
the Vedas on true love, disguised in
the form of philosophy and inquiry.
The leader of the Dravidar Kazhagam,
Aasiriyar K. Veeramani has exposed
such philosophical disguise of the
Sanatanictextsin histhought provoking
book ‘Geethaiyin Marupakkam’ (The
other side of the Gita).

Why a religion needs Scriptures

and to whom?

It is said that scriptures don’'t make
a religion, and on the contrary the
religion makes the scriptures. Swami
Chitbhavananda, in his introduction to
Bhagavad Gita stresses the importance
and inevitability of scriptures. He
says, “Scriptures are indispensable
to all religions. They save religions
from mutation and from extinction.
All religions of the world that have
endured the savages of time and
of transformation have their own

. b2l
scriptures for anchorage”
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The Rig Veda was the first well attested
text that evolved in Sanskrit language.
Rigs are mantras used in prayers to
express needs and requirements at
the time of rituals. Until the 14th
century CE, when Sayana who wrote
his commentary on the Vedas, they
were confined exclusively with the
Brahmins and out of reach to the other
sections of the society. Sudras and
Panchamas were denied access to the
Vedas. Women too were prohibited,
even if they were Brahmin women. All
women were placed on par with the
Sudras, the lowest order of the caste
system. Panchamas were so much
ill-treated, that they were not even
worthy of placing inside the lowest
strata of the caste system. Sudras &
Panchamas were not even allowed to
hear the Vedas. Even if they happen
to hear accidentally, there were cruel

punishments meted out to them.

Only in the 11th century CE, the

great Vaishnavite saint Ramanuja
deviated from this cruel tradition and
tried to reveal the essence of Vedas
to the common people - Sudhras

& Panchamas. He compassionately
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addressed the lowest strata of people
in the Indian society — the Panchamas
as Thirukkulathar (People of the God
Clan).

Later Scholars like Cole Brooke
(1847), Max  Miller  (1875),
Roshan (1838), Wilson (1850), and
R.TH Griffith (1889) studied the
commentaries of Sayana and translated
the Vedas into German, Latin and
English. Some scholars have tried to
interpret the Vedas from a common
mans point of view. These include
Rahul Sankrityayan, DD Kosambi, SA
Dange, Debi Prasad Chattopadhyaya
and Prof S. Vaiyapuri (Pillai).

Vedic Gods and Conversion:

The most prominent Rig Vedic gods

were:
o Indra
e« Agni
e Soma
o Agvins
e« Maruts
e Varuna
e Mitra
o Ushas
« Vayu
o  Savitr
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e Rbhus

o Pushan

o Parjanya

None of these gods exist in the Hindu
pantheon today and they are not offered
prime respect and worship even by the
Brahmins. Instead Dvaadasa Adityas
and Ekadasa Rudras who were the
lowest of gods in the Vedic strata, were
converted and merged with the popular
gods of the tribal and local population
and are being worshipped today as
Vishnu & Shiva. In order to gain the
acceptance and authority of the local
land, the Brahmins even forsake their
own Vedic gods and switched to the

locals.

Manycurrent-daygodsandgoddesses
came into the Hindu fold, only after the
Vedas evolved into Puranas. It is also
interesting to note that Ganapati or
Vinayaka who is worshipped in every
nook and corner of the Hindu world
today, was considered in the ancient
texts as a demon and a negative force
who hinders good actions and causes
confusion. The great Rishi Yajnavalkya
says that, “only chandalas (low castes)

live under the influence of Ganapati”.
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The real meanings of some Vedic

Texts:

Today, the meanings of many
Vedic words have been altered and
changed to suit vested interests. Many
are unaware, even of the difference
between the Sanskrit words ‘Brahma’
(God of Creation) and ‘Brahman’ (One
Almighty). The word ‘Gotram’ used to
denote a cow-shed (go-tra) is now used
to denote a sub section of the Brahmin
castes & some upper castes. The word
‘Isvara’ meant only a great leader. Even
Vishnu was addressed as Isvara, but
today it solely represents Shiva. Strictly
speaking, there are no slokas or words
relating to the modern day Hindu gods

and their stories, in the oldest Vedas.

The Vedic god Agni is invoked as
the brides clandestine lover during
marriage (89:3). Many of the mantras
uttered during today’s marriage
ceremony may amount to immorality
and cause a feeling of disgust if the
true meanings are known. The much
celebrated vegetarianism of today’s
Brahmins does not find a place in the
Vedas. Instead Brahmins are noted in

the Vedas as a variety of meat eaters
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who sacrifice a variety of animals in
their Yagnas (fire sacrifices). Those who
seek horses flesh and divide it among
purohits the
Yaga (162:12). This horse sacrifice is
described in detail both in the later day

during Aswamedha

Ramayana and Mahabharata as well.
Even human sacrifice is discussed as
‘Purusha Medha Yagna' in the Vedas
(66:30). This section gives a long list of
those who deserve to be sacrificed in
the fire.

Obscenity in some Vedic Texts:

Translator R.'T.H Griffith considered
that some of the Rig Vedic verses (23:
20-31 and 39:6) were too obscene to
translate. For example: “Mahishisvaya
Meva Aswasya Sisnam Akirushya
Swayonow  Sthapayati”. It means
roughly that the “Queen took the
genital organ of the horse and inserted
it into her genital organ” On the
following morning the officiating
priests awakened the Queen from the
place where she has spent the night,
and recite the text taken from the
Rig Veda to purify their mouths for

uttering such obscenities. But Swami
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Dayananda Sarasvati had refuted such

VEerses.

The Roots of the Caste System in
the Vedas:

The the

Varnashrama (graded inequality of

Caste  System and
people) codified in the Manu Smriti
were of later times. But the root of
the Caste System lies in the Vedas
themselves. The earliest reference to
the Caste System appears in the Rig

Veda - Purusha Sukta (10.90.11 & 12)
When they divided

Purusha how many portions did they
make? What do they call his mouth?
His arms? What do they call their
thighs and feet?

10.90.11 -

10.90.12 - The Brahman was his
mouth, of both his arms was the
Rajanya made. His thighs became the
Vaishya; from his feet the Shudra was
produced.

Even the Sama Veda talks about the
Caste System. Chandogya Upanishad
which is the Uttara Bhaga (final part)
of the Sama Veda indicates that varna
is allocated on the basis of one's

previous birth. “Those who did good
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work in this world (in their past lives)
attain a good birth accordingly. They
are born as a Brahmin, a Kshatriya,
or a Vaishya. But those who did bad
work in their past lives attain a low
birth accordingly, being born as a dog,
a pig, or as a casteless person” (5.10.7).
It was from this Vedic influence, the
later-day Caste System & Varna was
codified in Dharma Shastra, Manu
Smriti, Mahabharata and Puranas.
Manu Smriti goes to an extensive
extent of instituting this Vedic seed of
graded inequality into laws of the land,
by prescribing social stratification of
the Varnas, quality of life (high to low)
assigned to each varna including food,
clothing and shelter, and even cruel
punishments to those who disobey this

stratification of inequality.

Conclusion:

Vedas have always been regarded as
the beacon of knowledge in the Hindu
religious and Indian philosophical
arena. They are looked upon with
utmost reverence and holiness. But
there are many dark sides of the Vedas

too. The philosophical war that is
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being unleashed by Vedanta against
other philosophical schools, esp. the
Lokayata warrants a deep reading. The
intolerance towards other philosophies
occurring in some Vedic texts will
throw light on the falsely acclaimed
tolerance of the Hindu religion in the
modern day context. Many inhuman
practices are disguised as philosophies
in Vedic texts. Almost none of the
Vedic Gods exist in modern day
Hinduism, and all gods were given up
to embrace and exert authority on the
local cultures. Vegetarianism was not
the order of the Vedic day and it was
only followed in the later days. The real
meaning of many Vedic words have
changed over the course of time and
there are even some obscene passages
in the so-called holy texts of the Vedas.
More than all, the inhuman practice of
the Caste System traces its roots to the
Vedas.

It requires a full re-reading to
understand the dark secrets of the much
acclaimed Holy Vedas: Asato Maa Sat
Gamaya (Lead me from falsehood to

truth), as quoted from the Veda itself.
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CFmeai(heg ereemd GClLemamId g emiId
Cerpa @mamstasrmeary slGUul(@,
SlaUfEHeng eumpsamaaius Fal (il Cummiife
BLSFUSDEL Leoy flws GClaligClameremnn
e@UUBsC erermmy Guflwmy m.oleu. @mogmdl.
(yriéd. 17.06.1934). Smwen 2 peflenants
upl Quifwry @OIGHD Cumps), @F = emid
CuememId Falg QuiDEns QTSNS HISTCLD,
Q@HEUET (e STHENSS 6(Heu(HS6IHT(HeuT
ampseaal Gurliuie ghubb Srwsdne
QenemiLmpayd, ywired Sisgé Clsrereare G
S UMESG GO Cuemamid, G5 Cluenemiss
®F ypamd Gaamgulmédng eeromy. (G
& 16.06.1935).

eanser FHmHs Caan@b orerm
afleymsdu Quflwry m.Qeu. Qumwgmd
(Quilwrg  m.Qaryr. fbsmearsdr. QsTEH.
1. ugd. 2. 2009: 368), i yemogsen,
g6 Wenenell FHEMeugHE ereeuTy Q(HES
Ceuarm(hd ererm SH(mGeug GCumeCe, Bjau(mD
Sjeuflenr weneamedl erenn (HEUHSCE 2 flweuy
2 E0TCr eblu, Gp CuaTsEs_er sHee
ClFiw o flevpwnmeuy erenn ClLTEIGEHMHSmSSH
Gl SafseT Tananats Qoo
arm GO [H, ser wenemelevwis HmF
Yewy&aal Mg ererm emauf HenersEpmCry
eblu, grer CsrHb emEurmer Wmyme
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CgrtiuLmoe ufleagsorulmss Geuampb
e Y FUNe) DO 6NN Ly ETEESE
fApgmenfenery unpdle @GOG Hermmy.
(Apseve. 11.10.1948).

Cogib, wemw&Esafler gy emrmereen
‘e gyetm  erenm  HFlsryd  ClFlwmoe,
WeMD&EET QHeUIHD BHEWTUTSHET 6 6T 0
aemenfl, oflamrssener Coumssg, VIl L e
Cgraflsener eNHSa, 6 EHdHEeTerTen
Sarlemer gflesoral GQubm Qerymm
arpCaearhn eermb, @bz wrHfwrer
Cewagserme grer arpeale Hlswmer
DETUTENE 2 L& reTmid, e
Alhsg anpsmaliley ST Dgdlg BLHSTE,
DFEN PLPGILD GHLHLD LG Grememeurds Q@i
GTETMID, QTSNS GTETLF 6 HaursCe
Qméss GCaamhb eaermb Quiflwmy
m.Oe. @umosmd GO Semory. (Quiflwmy
m.Cepr. fApgevenser. Cargd. 1. ugd.
2. 2009: 368).

FgIE Fopsmusdenr Bg Syrg BILLID
Qarear, Quflury F.Qeu. @Qpmwamidl,
IDGO&SET ShISEHSSTS L Ige)ID  GUTDEIS)
GTeLG (IPSHEHNE QMHEE (PlGUTF eremm)
HMHSETTT. DFTEUF LDEMTDEGEHET 6(L&HSSCSHT(H
ampdGnen erenm CFmeelslaTem(y Fhigerflen
A& sHeysmer (g &LlaTam( euTPTE,
WHDEIFEHEHSETH|D TP eTCmmDd  ererm
oW ETaEMSGL 6, F(PSTWSSH DTS
venflyflwCeuemm@n  ereormid  (Cuiflwimy  rF.Cleu.
gr. fbgamenaer. Cargd. 1. ugd. 2. 2009:
371), wewwESET BHTDSTD ETEPHOMO

OMEUFSEHD BOSGETE QHEBHDTISET eremm)
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erewrewr Geuerhd  erewdlmmy  Quflwmy . Gleu.
@Qpmosmd. (Quflwry F.Qeupr. fbsenenser.
Carad. 1. ugd. 2. 2009: 368).

DY ETE), QESFMEW HHSSHIHEETE FemTSHE
| ‘@bg’ wsworeg, ‘Hrew WLEHL CETIHSD
CFavaCaempd’ CLTET) BiiqlILEnL EUTSHRIGEHET
waseflen_Cw Clareampelsery, LEOSHEnETL]
Curgpeer &TiHg GFLOULTO®D FHEH
Apdermg eerm GOUNHL FF.Ceu.gm
(Quflwry m.Qeupr. fpsmeansar. Csrgd. 1.
ugs. 2. 2009: 368.), semeuanid wenemeid
ghser Qe funseale wpsHwuwrss
Camerer Geuaimquig eremrUg: 6UFeydE
Bomoer Qeeve QFlicug smer eremiy. SibHs
Qe fdugdHpCaspu eufser apeiener
e By anesHpen
Callsg emaus@h Lpsssslener Comelsmerer

DM G G &6 smewm ),

Geuemd ererrm Gufwry m.Cleu.  Qpmosms)
LOEMDESHEHHE Siblejeny eulpmidleny. Cogyd,
areys@ GCuoe Oswe OFleg ererug
eugemyd CurermCaur@n erempry. (Quiflwmy
.Qauyr. fpsmenser. Qargd. 1. ugd. 2.
2009: 371.)

HITUIHIDUIID, SHIITLIHHMLUIID:

Fepssdle Leaflgomeng erend smsLUL(H
Q@D ‘sruemw eerm Hemeewuler
Bgw swoiluress&sTriser UGS MHayL
urfenalamearCw OCasranh QmbSey.
ClLETETIGEPOFFHEMD  ETEILF STUIGHD  GTEI
sMmsgmeile Hoofnaiufdpg ey
Mg SwoAurmsgssTrieer, 6luemmser

ghusaflenr oL alenr Bg ofleww Csmem(,
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FMHRIGET FTUD g GOSsES CHiey
Ol 2 flenouilena Gupdmes Ceuem(bHid
earm Gumpmgery. GCuewmser Fmulieno
gL adle Gumenw OlamererTsgL e,
Gebmsl Guplleoea HAnss GCeemhd
aermid, Cleumib Ghensser Cumd QuibSlrd
Ouetaer Qevene erermid, wellss FepsssHo
Qemitum&sd Cawuwd Curmiiy ClLewsEpss
LLHC saflss Qmés Ceemmgw eudwibd
Qovemer erendmmy Quflwry m.Cleu. @pmogmol.
(Quiflwry. 2004: 74-79.)

2 areniowimen 6N(HBene ETeLg) ClLIERTEHEHE®E,
Hen_&5 Ceuam(bHiomenme, CLemE6T @GLPHhenssEeT
Cumid GCgraeme eaTugmen jiqGw
@Iz Curss QeiwCeaem@n. FHof Qbs
angsdamer Quiamss@ NCTTgL  ererm)
FaNANTD. Y EMe), 2 &HFHM WHY oS
STHISEHD, HBE@GSEHD Quihens eumpey
BL&gI6UNgl, weflgiser LD empsamss
Comaser smd QuimssyE adrns,
Cumbureyd GCFwupenss FerenLWTEHG6
ghserg eampeilenenr BLGSH eumlemmeny.
Sy Qmsamasule, @pbang Glumb
ALwsde wLLHDL QuimssE erdymis
CeweupCarnrerme eearmb (ppdHLl
Gumieilrg eremm Guiflwmy rr.Cleu. Qpmogmod)
(@ owe. 12.08.1928), Qrss CFwelame
o dlafler QarliClumEsD GemuyorSleb
Sigen GuTELBL Cuamser seoueme Glamerer
Ceuatnqul eHEHH STFem(pD GQeene  6reurm)

ardl Ly, (Quiflwry. 2004: 74-79).

Cumburgib, Guarsefler o L @peb
EiCsLmaugnEb, F&drb eawsg eply
DD USDED, HUET GOPAUSDEGID, Bl baig
siuD el ebs (psEws sTremTomELD.

48

(g ors. 06.04.1930.) QuenseEnsEs
silLgens 2 emLmé@denm Clummiiy wl GG
Syansmersd CayhsmulllmAeanCs ey,
HMLIG SFLILLTET HSILD (P56 @FLHenSHemaL]
Cumbeueny iBem (WPEPLCILTMIILID, GLHams
CumbCuTg gHu@ED WFFeu euedld, BiFeTTE
2 ETLTGD YUSSHSSEHD ClLesEnsE
WL GG 2 fgsrangrdlemg ererm GHINHLD
Qulwry r.Qeu. Qproerd (Gg ys.
01.03.1931), sEBHs ewg emasHE (P
Cuewr &FiLD LB LT, DHSL
Cuer GHensser Qerenoll LiHeuSScaGw
sriiurdl o pdwunn 2L sl e wgrd
dApdearpery ererm GO HL  Cluesr
Yereneraeflen Bed GMSs eumbSeny. (Gl
<& 01.03.1931.)

o mFurer o Crradwubn Qeaemoa,
angCpml, Bflfle wHmb QswCHmi GCurery
ChHmMiUSEFLEID, (PEDWTET 2 L eenLiL
QoargaiseEnn, Qerltumass 2 mly
fnss @QméGL Cuansenb,
SMLbg GRbengsmen Clumeus ererLg
DO HEHEHE DLTLSTOTGISTS DIGOOBHI
ApAng. (G owe 01.03.1931). Cuogub,
sFlub eoLbs Yng, wditleameuie
SB3E HMmellenersd Smelig e bS5
grllenr oL eller FHHEGD, Flo Fowhiserfle

&ILuwD

2 I\ MmEGO Y LSS eeancrellsss FalqlIFTE
QMUUST®, DbHF EUMSWTE (PEHDSEET
WD Seingliurgl SlemUhn&EsaL g erenmy
Quflwry r.Qeu. @Qproerd. (G4 Ts.
01.03.1931).

DETLESTAATSET GLHMS S 6T
Cupeudler Bjeugrd Gamerermoe @G gL
am-5IDE0 TnG Ggbmssmen GLDMIS
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ClaTeTeugl eTemLg BHeveg ererm  Mleyeny
aupiadlw  Cufwry m.Clew. Q@pmogmdl, obss
e Qe Caellurarg ewwssEns s
Qe Cuwrer yflger ermubeusnE Djeudwid
agier (G s 01.03.1931), Quesr
eremeuy Lribluidlwey e sFliwrdl 6L mey,
sbudaer Qunens Qerud, Seell QeLD
Curerpeupenm dLusHNGE Hilgerey
DIUSBTFD LG dal Qeoemoe Guml
ApdHermg eerm 205 HL (P
asdeart upmé GOLNGHarory. (Gl
ora. 01.03.1931). ogwl uwaeroe,
mwemorer 2L e DHHE GRHENSHENEL
Cupms CasTemLme, euFsenerl L&
emauiLgler b ehu@eugi e, 2 flu wmSgeu
ausdlsemerd OlFiig CarheEs (Pqursgi e,
ampsensuilenemud 2 fu (pevmuie BLSgieused
Ay goulh), @sss Cal[HsEh 2giGe
syemorsald emwdemg. (Quilwry m.oleu.
gr. fpsmerser. Osrgd. 1. ugd. 2.
2009: 370); o€z Gumey, CumHw euHLTENLD
Qevers Hleneulled LT (GPHenSSHENETL
CQupmsCarerer CrfHDL CuT(PSI, epenDuD,
gerun Slsord arpsms eaearug
Smugunpstd GEng erenpry  Cluflumy
m.Oer. @pmogmdl. (@g ope. 01.03.1931).

Cuemaer eremmmed Gleumid @GLHens GlLmID
QuibSlTd erenm smer QbBSE FepaoTens) &(HS
amdlermgl. 265 Cume, Gseneuuiemoe
oflas Gubmssmen GCUDM&CSTETS
aremugld Cuemsefler 21 6 BSHDEG LWlEL
Oufw CsLrmsCer emwdlenng. (GG rs.
01.03.1931). Gaary GRbmsHMmerL
CunieuETCaGW Cluemser shiseflen &#SHIITLD,
Womeumd, Byl erem ereeTaUNEMID QLpHgiedl
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Crflhdemmg). Coebd, CLemseT Gmpbhg L&
garendlaryn Guppefsermil eleThGouens
L, @Gubagsmerl CUMD g
Qupdlrorste Qmés CousmmigWauf&eTTs
Broupdésiupdapary. (9 o7&,
01.03.1931). eenCey, Quemseflenr &zHSr
ampeih@sd SiuD enge eremigl GLfw
QeLwprs QmeHeang). Cluemaser 6lhHene
SI@LWGYD, FeenSlsTrn Clupeyd SFlLSsemL
arerugl Seuflordlermg erermmy  Guflwmy
m.Oe. @pmosmdl. (G ops. 06.04.1930.)

OlurgeuraGeu, BT lgen GUTHETTSTY Heve,
GbwuF Cerdg @Genwmos Gmss Ceuem(HLb
TaTUMAUEMmETE SMHHCW sSFUUSFHmL
gaTugmend Fepssde Ul oy s5f53
apsCurws (Gg e 06.04.1930),
guflurens&sTrFsterm Qaauser erenSwb
WEHWLTEE SMHmFTL®, 6u e s efler
B s Slem e b,
sorandlarrsHemanyd SmHHNCW SFLLSSEL
aenp (peopuilaner ey sfssany. (G4 s
06.04.1930).

M {H & e» e ull em er b,

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

@Quroerd, ‘spny’
agenrm arfjsesuller WBgrmer yrfwuee

Quiflury  r.Geu.

s_(hev_gsgen (depoliticized), snsrer
uGssMey eleTésmsameryd WEs6flLLD
Osefloyupsdenmy. (&g s 08.01.1928).

QuTgieuTs Y eTEGEEs Fepsoneng &L
geugenal GluemenflensSharen (PSerenod
SLED 6rem SLLeDEEG. DISSHNGIL

‘shY  eem sMHSSHuemas sL(HLLILgGeT
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epaGLo Lmedlen GUFLHD FDSTIE FelpssHlenenL]
LD && (PiqWd ererm SFéaswons  pbSlery
Quflwry r.Gleu. @pmogmb).

Cuememmeralet oy @rE@EhenL W CFTSS)
aeniCs yenmdlass Fpsssle ClLemserfler
Hleweenwwm@Lw. Gl LI 63T & &0 @ &
‘sriourhmdlearn eEMEG jeufHamen
S &8 oy @ndlermm o flennseaner oy ewmmlsass

GCuebd,

FPSF FLLBIEET FMITETONS 6UPHIGSGTmE.
(B4 ores. 01.03.1936). @QgCa ‘spy’
crarLg CuemsEpsE WLHCL o fssrerg,
SIFDE Y ENEEHEG U MSSE Fal Mg
cremm SeflenLend Fepsid S enLILgen
IgliLeL G SSFeUOT@GD ey  Gluflwmy
m.Oe. @rmosmd. (G4 e 01.03.1936).

‘&Y ey GFmeter iFHE Genemmumen
Cam @n OCsrabor, gyemLe Bgrer
spler Sauflwsmss GHEs Qg
LweTURSSILOCE Qdme. (@l HT&.
12.02.1928). <ogCuraCa,
sHUMLWaTHET erenm GNdEs erhsbleum(m

2}, GUT & GIT

Compuied seafl aunysensaer ereLig GQlevene.
DIGFMEW  CFTOOTLOSET LWGTLTL Iq6)
Qoarmvsg, Gomfule Bl amder
eanndles weamuraGn ey GCaubmgd
sryeaud Qeeme ererm Guflury m.Gleu.
@pmosmdl (g ope. 08.01.1928; Gy ops.
26.10.1930), gewss sy BiGHMHSSHEGSET
creved Mleys@ gnm (wermuiler FepassSHle
sLL@LESUUL MMM 66T e e
GOLaGHearory. (psame. 04.05.1973).
Gueyid, Gluemrgemen Wlsed SpTereufsenTsey,
STE@ETs SLHULTL D@6 eeusS(HEss
Oedweyd gopuGssiulr sHGgmsCer
Qbss ‘shy ey SHSSUTEGD. Qeuaurm

Ouemsemer Bjiqewblarererd OlFiwdgnlq
H(HSSISHENET 6THS0leUT(H HTe(LD, ileyenL L
D&EET FHMECETETeTsd: Fnl_Cou Fal g eremm)
OQuflwry  F.Ceu. Qumogmdl GOIEEDTT.
(Quflwry m.Qeupr. Abseeanser. COgr@d. 1.
ugs. 2. 2009: 366).

smyeTer Gluemsener FGHEHS FalgLiene
semas Oemaelupb Oemhaermer LsSef,
udleflyeng  Curenrpeneuser, GumgeursGeu
Qrinersensslalnhain, (wissssenss
NmbgD GCarenPumeasearmatbes @ mbs
ubgeTaTsMmenF &WIFWTEn &S T &er
slgssrigeny. (@4 e 01.03.1936).
@ps0 ‘usfa,

aLClFrh&ser eroerd gwlps Cerhaerms

‘udeflyens’ Gumenp

Qaerggler, sOss seTFFTTSSHenemD
Hrdluelléss FnlglenausETTEAD QGO
Qmuuemgs GOILGLL Quflury ..
@Qurrwsr,
smdHueden epetn sOIDF Fpssded ‘spy
aery sMmSSuerarg udHdrems aerm
ClummeTubbLg  eugyeuns  Hleneblmissri (B
Ousrasemer  jgemwliLbhGHEeTng eremmmy.
(Npseme. 04.05.1973).

urfiuefu g eormdlé s s

265 Ceuenemuilerflenr, ClLiewraemar DM SijLo
FTSETEIGEHD, QET BIOSHEHD, ClLEEETTE
qsuUlh QOmEGLTaTTID, oI
‘shy erendlenn anfenssEGL  CuES6TTE
elersamaer eWsUIUL(H QMmESEGLTarTad,
‘apy eauspEl uHdrsn’ aarderm
QurmeTu@buirwrer SHMmSHeaner o (P&
Qmiumyaemt? eremm Caerefullenemuyd Giflwimy
m.Cleu. @pmogmd erqplifenty. (Glg .
08.01.1928). saungen /| ‘Qbgs S_eyETEe

aamLeUDPeNIDd Sal S 6|ETEEHES L (HID



‘shy  ereug euedlymissiLpadome. (Gl
ops. 01.03.1936). samsen /| ‘@Qbsl wsLiLg,
‘Lhlellyens  eremLISHED, R(PSHD, BHNHEEWID,
BOLGTLEET CreLSD@ELD, OSTLFUSET eTemLg)
Cuflwgrs QmbssTaad Piw (igwelene.
semmeuel ClFmegydmiig. BLLiLg sTerm LHeirss
SEMENOWING  GUENTIMISSLLL(HETeTg. S
auedlynssten Lrmemmsefler uHediyenssarfle
s@&H6T Lenenwuiu’ () eubgererer. (Quiflwmy
m.Qeuyr. fhsmensar. Oargd. 1. ugd. 2.
2009: 365).

Cugud, QbHus gimemssamGHe em
Cuetmemmeneuy Ldlediyensiwime ©Q)m&sCaustn(Hib
TETMTE, D6 GTEUEIETEYSHE Iilg 6L
2 amCaur(® QmsHnristernT, oicuaueTE SHES
Slevaere QUGClueTmemTaTueT 2 WIhHS
ufleflgenswneas HssflssiupEprysar.
(elpzemer. 28.06.1973.) cuaurm oy 5580HS
udlellyengaerts Q&lars LrTemmbser & nid
CuemaEpd Fa @QerLmen6lsTm eumpeilener
QUTPHSBTE DM (PGS 6T, DauTHerled
famb ‘dsmasd e Heveulenerub
e wCe Celdlermeny eremueng Gluflwmy
ir.Cleu. @ymosmdl @HlGhdemmeny. (NpHsene.
04.05.1973).

‘spy aerusnGl uddysb’ erenm
GO Lu(peusen ee(pd, Glusmsemer 6l
O ENHETTENAUTHET ClFEEUD, GUHEUMLLI, LoMHMID
21 6 auelennsmend ClETem_euf&Her e
SibLBEISemeTs: S en&ESEIUHEUSET  pLPG(LPLD,
CUETSET g @LWTAUSHGLD, Y, 60T sen 6T
PIGETHEMTES, o MEEEHEE WLLOn SO
T Qerene Grem 6T e a6 S M@ LW
afleiens CFidlemmer erermmy Guflumy Fr.Cleu.

@pmosmd. (Gg ope. 08.01.1928).

DRAVID/\Ee4EM January - March 2023

Qs e CuaEET ereTLEIEET &HSHIITD
omn Curmlsemerts Cumermeulsaear,
SUEuUTHLsemer oy emser &biserfl en
efmuuliug  ereueurm G euesr(h o e gy
vweru b & & &
sDshEEHD, D ersEeT GClerjasn Cumern

Cl&TeTeTe M @ 6T M
Qerut Cumisemers Qup, GCuemsemer b
amaseigd o LCWrsliLGEHE ClsTeTememd
erenm UMFLLETLE  &(HS S (HAUTSSHBSEEGTULD
swwflurenssa&Triser GleueflFFwllLary.
(Quflwry m.Qeupr. Abseenser. CQsr@d. 1.
ugd. 2. 2009: 365).

&L eTen HHSSH)EHTS, endler CHmemmid
2 GTENLD  BIEMENLILID, SHTHEMEOW|D LOEOMSSISH
Claren(h), STHQID DGTYD Q06T HEU & (@M 60
Qmés Caam@b ererm Feps HFLUBS
SIPHFTC, 2 cmennd SHL, QuDenss Sl
WO &SHHTE SO TS  (HEU]T
sram(piquGn  seily, BHFiubshsefenma,
@m YniusE @m BF eemusTeyd, aellenw
Camenm_cuen auellenioiNneiesE@ er(pHameuss
sromseflarmaib, @MmMCUTFD 2 e
sHllened STEM(PIGITE ETETLGL 6T, BiF
RSN Digenod SHELLD  BIFILBSE
snenuu|Cw  2m&@GaE@n  ererpry  Gluflwmy
m.Oew. @pmogmdl. (@g oye. 08.01.1928).

2I6zCure, uTaSHNHEGDL, STEUIEHEGWD,
TESENED Lwbg LSleliengwmi Q)mriLeufaeT
TeMD, Gaaamn &SLLebssuupb
sESHllener 2 enLwiiser gyeuriser? (Cuiflumy
m.Ceuwpr. fpgevensdr. Casrgd. 1. ugd.
2. 2009: 366). @ssmaw LSArsD 66y
HMHSSIMHeuUTsED 2 emmenbiueafley, HlpFserfle
arernmle, jeauisefler oremenisansuio,
sy arern Gsr_mdu sTeLOSTL([H
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Qarpeaemyr, @Cr em 6luewemens
gren uSdleflurseyd, wudeilyenswmseyn
Gumhplin  Geuenmgeufsemmss  Sevr(hilg.&Ha
ebilnaéng aenpre, @ solpl Cuem
sa58hE @fleyd LPLEL GO @)
Quflwry m.Qer. Qpmwemd. (Npseme.
04.05.1973).

‘spy eerp Ouwfle 2 e@rEwwTer
Slerureng el Awulu@ssiul G
mEADg. SOY e SMHSSHwe g Ew
DS WDTErTed g Y @S EHE LD
CuemsEns@n Curgearargrsto Qmés
Cevempd ererrm  Ouflwry  rr.Cleu. @pmogmol.
‘B CTEILIGENEE GFSTHTIID, 2 L EHED LOHMID
Curgl essd &mihg WLLHCL o sfsss
Qaiisy. (g s 01.03.1936). ampsams
RUUBSSSHDETED, FTHH Yenilhsmse,d
Qmevepywd ‘s eremenid Fradled Clsmerm()
creueueney Geusrmplomemmed Qmisdle &L L (HIb.
sl upMls Seuene Qevene ererm el
Quflwry r.Oeu. @pmogmd), e WYneiss
em £8 aadp shy Sy@wiuESses)
ePISES5HMCD DT, D SHHEH6Tey
2 GG Brewnu(pnd  Gurmiiyb  @eeGe
Quflwry m.Qeu.rym.
uad. 2. 2000:
366). Goaubd, QueaEnéE clbhsme e
Cauemporanme, ‘@m GniysEE @m B
UPBEIED HFIubSS SO eTenld (PepUTEs)
@lbg, ‘Qm GniDEh Fwwrer, &Cwmes

Qoeme ereTmTy.

fpgevenaar. OQgr@d. 1.

&y (pevm gouL Geuer®Hbd eremid Glflwimy
m.Olew. @pmogms GALNGEDTT. (Gg s
08.01.1928; @5 ops. 01.03.1936).
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I FFIIID:

BTLlged epdsd FiuL CeuampClweafleo,
dusesrygb eaerm evwiber Bgerer
Cahlg&ser serfssiul (), HNaursyggi,
dgemes wowem(PD B Glun CeuermHibd.
SIBFI_en Y anser elLEFTISSM FHubeuSle
gHu@pb swasswbleremwUD @PI&SILL
Couer(hd  eremmenty WM SSETT T HET.
(4 ops. 28.09.1930). oy emaser et
Couamm(Bmermgd GUTPETD, 6 6l6l 6T 6y
CQuemaener Gouewm(BHlomerTeyd & (e b
Celg Caretererd eaeardearn epsstn
Mugsmrslenen cuerjsdlenmg eremg) Gy
m.Ceu. @pmogmll oefseflen &mSSHTELWD.
(6s re. 16.06.1935). 96z GCure,
S enser elugFTrd eemuSler mHULTOC
Qmbge LT, Cuamser LWL erliuigd
Qa0 Cumi efhleuriser? eremn iglien &
Caaraflfener GQuflwry m.Qeu. Qpmwsmiodl
arpfeny. (ephsene. 11.10.1948).

MuFsmyd GremUSeT DigliILen & HHEa6L0
CueamTaTeUTH6T By ErHeTET g EMDSET,
Qeams@Ehelw Cumasl Cumml&er,
Cuemgener ellenedsE eINEED, GUTL EDSSHES
ey GEliwssagw CUTHL &e6mT 6ol &er
eraruiGg  eremm  Guflwmy  Fr.Cleu. @pmoamio),
Qg MR 2 EMLMSSIU L HUHEF
GWEACw erempry. (G s 26.10.1930);
&L, GHILFSMID 6TeQd GUTTSENSEHET GTEIEVLD
Ceumid yrlLrsGeu o etersener b
WAL SSETTTEET, NUFFTTD  6TemTaID
Cereenearg), aupsssdle Cluemsamer wLHGW
GMsasl LwaTURSSILLD amaLe (Gl
. 26.10.1930), o5 Cueniaer 9jqenoaEer
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TeLIENSS SM(HID @ GO eunfSemsuTste
Fepssdle Henablareamperers eremsemens
GO Le. (G4 owpe. 12.10.1930).

OurgaursCe, elussTyb OCFlaugme
O G TG RPHHH (HEODEUTEF GUPSHSESIe
CuemsEpsE@ WLLHDL sTer 2 @Gl eLdlw
O ENEEHEGS e wrg ererm  Guflwmy
m.Oe. Qymosmd (@yg ows. 12.10.1930),
eflugsmyd Qgmjuren GHDEFTL (HSESEHLD,
LPlECETOID, LWPILD gy 6D & & @hé G
aer MGy Hevwrg erermid, 6Pl
Sy enEemer elluFFTren Genn Dienpddlen
apEsIpD  Fepasdle QaamoCatu Qmbal
apgeerg eerm GOLAGHanTy. (Gl
e, 12.10.1930).

Sigwl Hooe@rToed, U QL mis&afo
lUFsTTD eraTLg YTEEHES [
SHELMmELWTSEaD, Lsprsad Gmédemng.
floo geanser elussrysdle mEUED
Cuemaefld o erer Ggrflenert umm
CQumerwrss smPHsbsreardamen. (Gl
or&. 26.10.1930). 9CsCure, wss
Camlumhser erdloyd eluFFmysdled FHLHLD
S TEEDSETET S igenenl LHMu GliysEer
ggbloeme eremm &swofluens Gluewser
wrBT e GO L Qe &l ybenowmy
Saiser, shens Ouflurfler &@msHno
ageilenens Carsg. (@g owe. 04.05.1930).

aarCeu, QsFmaw uFETy (PeDSET
spsrusdaloba AYHEAsTHGS,
Cuemger swioflurensujer ey eaidleiens
CelwGaamhb eerm gFamld swoflurens
Quésgderny, elusgryd eremudler o erer

urelend Sésamers Sememy UmEHULL 6.
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QpHwg SHmwenm Wepuled &ewreue-
wenerell 2 meilelr (PEMWTETS ETL|(LPEOD
2 paurstaur e BLLWpen 2 meursGeur
QTG By LT~ g 2 MeuTsGEey
o atergl erenm SwWoflurens Qu&ssseny
SMHIT. AUTPSEMEBHGD LETSHEGD @55
wemo&ECeT daly, QHEUHD HERTLFHETTS
BLbBg CareterCouemmphd eremuGs  Guflwmy
m.Oe. Qumogmdl gefsefler ef@mLLLTS
Bobss.

spssde yealgoress smzluul @
@mbL ‘srTUew eerm [Hene e uler
Bgb swwiluremss&sTriser UGS HayL
urfenalameaCw OCasranh Qmbsey.
Cuemser erermred Cleumid GPHeng GClLmId
Quibdlyd ecrerm sTer QHHE FepsLTETS
&mS aumSlenmg eTern SLOFLTENSEETTTSET,
QueTaTig WG FD oL STUGLWL
aery sMHSgMHeile Hoefneaiuhipg
carmeny. Oluemser, Smsefler 2o L ofler
Bg e ofleowewuybd Cstem@, Srhser
gmlenw el ag GNsHs Csiey Glauw
o flanuflenans Cundlmés Ceuem(Bd  ereormiD
Guimymig.cury.

Quilury m.Qear. Qprmoerd, ‘soy’
agenm earjsenswWlen WBgmer yrfwene
(depoliticized),
GHET UGSSDey 66T & &mh &6 erw
wéseal_bd Ogeleyu@sdarny. ‘sny’

ey Ouwfled 2 emEnLWTEr BGTLT6 g

sLHMLSS G L e

SO SWILOSSILLCL  eumSleTmg  erermeny
sgwuoflurens Qusssdeary. oliugCw
‘ahy ey SMHSHLe YeudworerTe
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SF YaEEHHGD Oluems@Ehs @b
OQurgarersrates Qm&es CeuamhHlb 66
Quflwry .o, @rmosmd), ‘spy ererLSmEnE
SETHMID, 2L QOBD WLHMID CLUTE e(p&HEHD
gmyhgl GO oy sflsss CeugTy.

Gogyd, elluggmysdlenen undls @GP0
Curapg eNugsmyb eremUFET gl G
8555 OuaTamTarauyser oy 6sarfler
Sllq EMIDEET, Y @IS@hen_ CLTE ClmmL &6,
Ouemsener ellaned@ 6INSEED, 6UTL ED&HSHES
ey GCEliwssagw GUTIHL &e6mT 6o Her
erenGs eremm  GCluflwry Fr.Oleu. @pmogmdl,
Qg s 2 @ILTHESIU L SWHOE
GLESCW eremny. &My, ‘efuFemyd  erepid
anfgamgser ereemd Geumd YrlLrsGe
o arengener MbE SWLTenSESTTTEeT,
efluggnmd eTenad OlFmOTETg), 6UPESHSS
Ouemgener LI HGWL @GMEs LwemHSSILL(H
UMFIL 6T, F OClUGTHET |ig Mo &eT
GTeLengs SML(HID e GO euTTSenSunsGeu
Fepssdle Hlenablarem(erers) 6remgemensd
GOUN Learf. Qsswmesw elussmy
Geop swsTusddmbs HOHASTHHS
Cuemger swwflurensu e eury aidleiens
OQelwCaarhb eerm Famd swoflurens
Qusssdlery eflusemrn erarudled 2 6rer
urellend Hasasmens samerwl Gluflgd
urGulLeny. gepsbulled, GCuetnsEnssten

Béleowwyd o erensdleu.

GOUIHNT] HIVBHAIT:

l. gyemearwpsg, Ge. CQufiwry r.Ceu.ym.
fpsmarsar. Gsr@d. 1-6. Csenenen:
Quflwry r.Ceu. @pmogmdl- Brsweno

soell, rmiFd gmés L ener, 2009.
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Sjgewwrermer?. Ggearener: Quflwmy
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8. eeen, SN EHD 'Gyemenn. CFemenen:
Cuflwry Hyrellij aspsb, 2010.

9. premgieny, eren.ell. wHMID 6. Em. Glflwi:
swoflurens &wgFwD. CamuUDYSSHNT:
efligweéd uglinsn, 1999.
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11. &fywoenfl, 8. Qgr@ly. Quflury ser@Edwb.
OFerener: Quiflwry swoflureng Siy&amy
Bmever Gevaflu§@, 2010.

12. Geetha, V and S.V. Rajadurai. Towards
a Non-Brahmin Millennim: From

Iyothee Thass to Periyar. Calcutta:
Samya, 1998.

13. c...., Revolt: A Radical Weekly from
Colonial Madras. Chennai: Periyar
Dravidar Kazhagam, (n.d.).

14. Jeevanandam, S and Rekha Pande.
Devadasis in South India: A Joumey
from Sacred to Profane Spaces. Delhi:
Kalpaz Publications, 2017.

15. Revolt
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opFlfluir @mliniy:

(poaauj sSaurarbsb, HeEHb eemmdiwl
UOSOESPsSHe) aurerhnsd samnuile
2 gelill Cuprdflugmsl uenflyfibg eumeugiLen,
SjenTd @6l LOSEMOESHD S S Slen
arermms genwled o g6l Currdflwurre
venflurHdlu  epueud eUTWIHSeUFTeuTy.
2 GMBTH LOHMD LeTerT(Hd &H(HSSIEI(EGS6 6
UBIE OlETermHeTergiL 6, i85 (HSSIThEser e
oeflss Quass horsamsss iy
dlmgisemer GCuppeaurTeury. HSFHL 6,
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sodllle fphg Nermduspers BSHursy
@QrreCarureer Homarel uUsSSWPD,
LesEemessps: Cabs) jeufsefler BrHmTem(HLI
ufl&d, emhsTL  FFwor  Hevereyl Lfl&n
Cudmeurmeury. GweyId, SWpsD, ClemeniliD,
Cuflwrflwb, Coeugmdl wpemm
@53 eagerhmn (wenulerer o uiedlener
Cuplaream® eumaugL e, eunnlenears

FLOWID,

o aTpTh wWHmD uereTl () oy ielFDE6T
wHmd udliushisefler eped s (Henysemmaeyb,
UsssmasaTased Csr_bg erpsuyb,
LSS cumElermeurTeur.
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“... Whereas, the Dravidian people of South India, especially
the Tamil people of Sangam Age, also had their ancient roots in the
Indus Valley Civilization,

And we have an intensive research basis for those foundations.
Yet, the geographical gap between the lands, and the time gap
between the cultures, provide a challenge to that research. Those
who could not accept the Dravidian theory, only place this gap, as
their argument. The great scholar Dr. IravathamMahadevan, who
was fully supportive of the Dravidian theory, had also referred to
this gap at one point of time.

The Natives of the North and Central Dravidian languages were
inherently closer to the Indus Valley, on a geographically comparative
basis, yet they differ on a culturally comparative mode.

At the same time, the South Indian civilization which flourished
in the Sanga Tamil classical age, exhibits close resemblance to the
Indus Valley civilization. We need to reconcile these differences via
newer empirical data, and that is the challenge before the Indian
Research and Academia”

Prof. Malcolm Adiseshiah memorial lecture series — Feb 042011,
International Institute of Tamil Studies,
Chennai, Tamil Nadu, Union of India)

R. BALAKRISHNAN, IAS (Retd.)

Research Scholar - Indus Valley Civilization,

Author of the Book: Journey of a Civilization:

Indus to Vaigai
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SO6 SamalLib!

oatay. 6GFr. 5 edlRisD,
LD GO [T
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BHLOIF SFMHEHHIO :

316501 MW HT6vSSlov Freor Sl Caum, Slamasl_1b Geumy 6166T M) GlemPIITesT UNUIL GDITE 6iT

GuwnH@s&meiTeTiuL_ L 6oT. Bpeommev H6vaill YovsSlov, 'S’ orearm G&FTeueyId, 'Slmesl b’

or6tTm @ &FTGUEYID SR GUNH6T UGTEIMHIEGor. HWID eTedTD GFTeV, SwihGlFT6v (Endonym).

SimallLb ereorm @&, SHlewssancv (Exonym) Seuellrcor@o, SO erevmmlev

L (F6veumbey, 2 _cvs aureunhHiopid Haor@ GOBHs SLib Gubmsirercor. Sl Gompl

wL_(Bweveungl, U 2 ovs Gmdsaflopd S5 HaToow Gl O\ETeT[HoTongl. SHWOID/

Simallb - Sraor@ @snHeEHL Er Gurapener - SO GomPlemws & HUuaTGa

61651 S 6or Aemailicv—EwmHluiiicy 2_6tr cmwemwll Uev SI6a|&eT sne f S&é &L [H o

Himie &g

‘BprellLd’ ererm GlFmed @Qerm FlpsSH
wHoeerg QbSu ereller Fgear 2 &
Sjerellgyd CuasCummermas oy &HujeTerg.
@Q&Lgrone erflFFoemwn Hof Qsemen
au_Ggme (soavdmsD) erann HmHSSClETaRm(H
'SOLDBM L aufser Smeil b erenid auGlgmeena
ghseror? eed Gundameny. o eme
Coesusgrser Hmmasber ereng FULUL LD

Dl &g15 Clarerepd Holy &salg shsemer
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SPwmoCalw BT @Elue ‘mer Sewr e
urtb Curg ‘Sl o s@ amsT 6reL
urL. Geuatnguwl &L musHe 2 erereny. GLiig
LT 6NDTFEIEIGEHEELD, THLSEL 2 GTeTTen
‘SrreflLn’ aarad Cerelen 2 cmeno
Qugeud eTemaN?, 2 Guenoll CUT(ET ereeu?,
aerleng arermmnis srelstermh o rmidng)
Q&a [Hevy.

Qemenmw eHwFFsFEET LML SHrmeilid
erenrm Glamey Genen BT L cufsemnmey, @GmMILuTe

agaee, STOHGCe CumTermeuyserme
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SN WPsUILHSSIULL G D) Seuner
6T 6 6o & &) 0
solpComflenws sHms Camipbg gy uiey
CauwbCurg sBlRGLTY wHY CFerears
QourflaGerr® Cuflgid @sdmiuamss
sanlh Qeanpmn @wm Cwrhls@houb
aeand gl ‘Hyrelll QTN EH LU’
T HHSSTEHSIHDEG aubseay. Srmel
Gomflsaflen glifedsend 66 ¢ HrenaEw

o GTETEN . 6l &ar

srohee erpdlermy. oyerme SHymellid
GTenId CFTed QUTTE) 2 (HEUTSBLILL L | B6060.
SlamE@ Qe mullyn oy 6 ([H & e @
perurstes glenps @MHlss Srmeib
el GlFmed uwerul (HeTerg erem GlFuig
U@L YW HESFTEGW. eQuFeTDHms
smod CphHEQID, vaCeum DMETseTTAID,
L COHTTSEMTEID, By eMBssH SeneveufsEeTTayiD,
sblau’ (), CFICuR ereriubhn uHeysamerd
OFuigaufsemTad Hrmeil b ererend GlFme
SO eremusen MHMIEF ClFmeemss LulemLL (b
UBSH TATUSDSTEN FTGTMSEMET [HTD
aremedl(m&HCmD.

gprefl_ib ererm gf @emd, < fliy ererm
@®F Qemd ererm uT@UT( CFupensWTS
O EHCawrserTe) gHURSSILLL G 6remm
QM Fanmid 2 e, BrD Qe résenen LHH
Qe elardlssl GCuraudoeame. Clomfl erem
Sereiled U [HGW Qeveumiley GuD.

soawms &55 (Samavayanga Sutta),
ueeneuenr &&g (Pannavana Sutra) eremenid
.. Wz
propremga @bfuraie apsssdelmbs 18
QUMSTET 6T(IPSFSHHMEN LI g wiedlhldlerme.

Qrem®h &Fwew {HISET,

Saupmer Lmd (Bambhi) ereuigid, sCymegiy
(Kharosthi) eremugin, sl (Thamizhi)
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Gremugd Qermid LerTeyd ymlwliul L
Cuwiser. urbl eearuCs WhaTegdle
Sipmoemmy&enTey b 2 (HeursSlermen 66
sagllen gjqliuenL e, Nymdl erem’s Gluwiy
O CUDDSTEE ClFToOaT. Y ETe, Foem
(psed Sisgnsrymen foaguprgflen waGer LMD
(Dymd) opeury. &Crmeglq (smHsTf) eTenLg)
@rdureier e Cuopdled gylismetlevgmen,
ugFlevgmer LGHUNled eupmEi er(pSsieiens.
sOIfl erenCs Cpenenaddler cuprEL 6r(ps5s
G0, aLpriige (WHeled seble (Hiser
sl Gomd rrdmsb. erpss umb
(Qym).

.9, PsO-QremL T  HIHMT 60T g 6
Coremplw ‘eelgellengyd eranid OLerdg MBI
SUCurengsE QbdHwurele apmdHu 64
aUMms  er(PSFsaaen L iquamasd SHED.
@Q$CaCw Gymbl (pge QLsHed, HCrTeiglg
QrewLmd QL sHleyid, ‘Hymell e eremmLigy
120 QL sdaud emeassiul’ pererg.(l)
Qammer (6460) SO erery ET(WSFIUME
GOIII_L_clevene. SOl ererLgem  LOTH D)
agaworsbe ‘Srmeily’ eemrm Cemé  &.19.
(ps® FIHOTEGCelw @b CuhmieTerg.
arenCeu jenGm FOWPwD, SHymefiquid eerm)
aad eremenid @QnSHwreiler Hlevedlujerergy

GTES S(HSELD.

5 gyeambsensE (e, s6lp/Srmeiib
aan @Qm Cerhamend oyuie) ClFls e
Spuieumery - Gupm. (penemauf  SenmenmSlyTen
Qreflensy (2), foo ymHevLWTET GTHESSES
HMHSSHIHSEET (LPETEEUSIDTT. DIGUTS HIEDGILI
(@fwiuerg  solpEomfl) ugss KWer Ao
g OFudsmers Hroen QésL (Hengei
BTG 615 (LpeneuhCse.
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‘Car, umamqw &L eelsbd O&mg& gl
uphHs sTeses sl eerm FO HApiy
‘P’ srsems @dssdluers BO B
Qemhigermed, FW(PHEG Qenblemmm Gl
HL_F5g. 256 SHrmelld erenug Dieurg
pasTLiuTer &mSaE. (3)

e FMHD FTaTmEEmeTCW BT (PH6dled
sMECHT. 2 @blesmEd QmHéEDL U®
Cerhaener BLG SUOIWPFSET QPSS
agaflempwres 2 ssfldss solprsds
ClaTemGLmD. ThHGSHISSTL LS.

®  Zhongguo (china) -

&emnd.
Ionian (Greek) - weued.

® Kedah (Malaysia) - s_my.

®  Java (Indonesia) - sreusip.

®  Parsa (Persian) - urjé.

aqenrm o edler uU® CleETHEEmer BT
sopLLGsHs Oaream g GCurebes, Wmmbd
sl / sblpsd eerums Hrbvln /
Slprell_b eeng Fhser ereflenwwmer
4
Qataurm QurPlaCanu  eelliy wrmHmH
auUpBIGeImSS e CgTesTiawy SHangstlFme
(Exonym) erendlpmy ereiLg Sieursl SHSE.
HCrss Guomfluiler o erer Periplus of the

o FeflliysaETs LIHN&ESTETL .

Erythraean Sea eranib GQgmenenwwmen
pauems Golide (£.9. s BIHOTEEH)
slpab eremueng Damirica / Dravida erenCp
o arengl. Ggremg, WD, SWlpsD ererm
Cerpaer Qeiauraemgdler QL b ClLmdlerme.
(u&.155-156).

sredl (Ptolemy) erepid HCrés oieny,
sblpasemss sen Geographike Hyphegesis’
aeyd mredlew (&..9.150) Damirike eremmy

DRAVID/\Ee4EM January - March 2023

gren  GOUAHSDTT. DuMmEGD (Perums
Herodotus (£.9.425&) eranid eupemmm
o Efluy Soreflid erenCm  @MlEEermmy.
aenCeu Symeilid erepid sl(pSaTEN WLTHMIEF
Qemaadlen (HevssQarad) smen £.9. 500
ey B Eng.

2 Q&b FO(P&HE eupmdl Sangstlamaemer
Srmell_b eremuengd  Fwendms  Clomblufeyid
ahssstaranh, smer Qlemsy
LwGTLI(h SN GTEITTT Selr.

‘Cuaar, SFl_Meee sTEVST Fogps il THW

gedad HeIFTUST NFTDeERTETLD
oisFEem

B Gproew eNCrmCsm, F&Hwm Fmevgb
asbsrT. (5)

@Qgen Cummermeug: Sl (Hymeil)
BIL® Spsiser, sHflu bseg GDbHSI
Curi, Gsdriser Y&l Lryser.
Gymwemfsmer UmES5HE ClETEILST;
2wWibs QYUATTLETFEMET L6»&S 5 &
Caram® ereueTmT@Id BILTET (PlgWTF).

(Sigsmeen LD - LSTUMFSLD).

SbHlut SieTaTlevTst IIRIHYF &rrsmg]aam

‘oallg  efevgrn’ ered Cuards Brede
&.9. s EIHOTERgCa6w SO ererLFem
wrHm egewrer SHrrelly ey 6T (PSS
amas QL Cupf@liuenss sewGLmb.
Q506
smyCaeafler o55@0UT sablaige, SO

perursCe HllmaE 16T e 6

wenenjEermen C&y, Camp, Umaq U6t e
@DHO®W0E G B &@W0
Agors ‘sbly Css shsrsn eerpn GCame

o L L 6wfl &0 W &

LwerU(RSSLUL(HeTers).

59



Fgug Npmoeud eerm EHTedle), FEIGST
Hebsm Smellh uremgw wererer, Smei
ud erenGp L OELWT  @LLiul Hleremme.
@ vearenaflen UL@ Ceudter TSl
Ourdlens wemewller MHemgl. (senflell sseue)
Qibwererer HTOFHD euanF jemeuiiey
gren  Ggresribun  omGasHoiUL L SrsL]
umiiyd  samdmg.
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sang Ogapsflu eanflifler 750 umede,
EramPuie &.9.70 mroprewige GnbHs
ampbhs SHmerersbupseys Srmeil  Ha
ereorm GO L.

EvseneEnsdu werarysaflen GFICLE
@enler, soews gipell RHAMEGS el
dMemswsHlmbs yYflewsprige Heb
Oaren_weflésin’ L Qeid @b Cumdng.
Quflens B eremLF STEHEYTD  BymHSE
Qobs omf uEb. (0) sOlpETH a6
Cogwren euGwmfls Cegmeenste Srmeil
elenswn’ erab CFmed gy eriul Hererg.
‘Memswnd’ eearm Osabgs Qere BTE
aerugen Gummefler aupm@Gucs. @gCeu
Yerenrmafley LFlClememeflenawid, LSlelemermyLd)
crerm Ued &bleu(Hsefler, @Mliums euenflsy
Cemjurer seabla (Haefled @b CumEng.

Qg Curerm L FTETMEHENETES SHTEMEMLD.
grmefl_ Caesdlen samebsrmas SmEhdlyrD
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veeeal wererer (&.9.4-50 BrIODTEWE)
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Brgpeflser, anysefler Frg suwlomer
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) dyreil Cougsens Qemmid LTHeuTTEeT
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5@F Cubng erem wMSS Sdlenpll LT TS
meuggeny. 215 Qermid CFTFHmg.

Qs Besamm srendliflury seng Campiaer
e ymde freller ‘Hrmelb’ erarm
Clereemall Uepernl LweTU{HSSujeTerTy.
S ey
slLmuiu@psduyererer. aThHSHSSTLLTS
ende: ‘wsord QrrCopdy Camper (&
19.1012-1044) @' umg geny Qevsssms

UTOTH M Y GG M & 6T

Cavempren erenm OwiEETSE  gndlenmad,
SLCurengw Cuoamed sTeEnddw Wwerere
sowdbwer QrlLumgews $5& eusss
Carem_mer. &.9.120dd gy amen& Cains
Blyred oy eemid, gudlbwer eLCHTy
(Qev_gioom) LGHow auslLpsHE Qe
uehs Srreiljeefler oseamer Cempemenr
eyl iqenmenr erendlmmy gmendlfl. (10)

QgCurewGe Wserd @GGCersgmsen
srasdle (£.9.1070-1120) Cuwenesam@nsdu
weemer <y mmb elEEyordssen Smedli
LenLenw (gL Campy uenl) efiyLiguigggen.
(u&.306) eermy EOLAGHDTF. erenCou
Copsem_ Le @iluyserTeynd Symedlib eremm
Cemer sl / SODBETH ereLmsEW GNSBS
eremg 2 mid.

vevavelf GFliCupsefler @remmbd BHSHleuiio
veeaweaefa (715-780) 2 g5Cwhdyw

DRAVID/\Ee4EM January - March 2023

ClFiGup (péHwwrearg. Qe pHSHeuFoe
sl (fydler) opsfsermed BHELTSSD
(11)
opprefle gymeil  oeeg Hrwler eranib
OlFme EMEGHAUTSNSS FOVBSTTHS ClEHTeuT

WHMMEEES YPeTrs&sIul L mer.

CIFTEEL LOGHTL_NGDSS GNSSE 6TTMLD.
argmisGs HPsCs waTsml b aaibd
QL g8l 2 ater WECELFeU BTHT WSS
snyremsefle) Eremid whGCarFear &Hableu iqe,
Slaenm OQauery BrhseTms whs, hs,
se0hs, el By, wWas, WLsIs, Cayer, &Hhs,
ppews, umemmqwl, Slmdler, Cemblul, o Ems,
ainubdl o fuanens GO LLbHEDE.
Qe Cay, Camp, uneimquiy erens serflszeflCw
gapleilhg Sybleny eremm FeflCw Clamereug
LoeafsEmertw erereord. (12)

Qekiens QMMM HIETET LOSTEIDFD
OgeraflbHlwrellell (hbE eubseu)senerL
uresmqwy erenGom, Gampy erenGor Clgeflouras
GIN_moe HloT erenCn gnmiEma. QeuFser

Leeafsemstea @Qmaesa. (13)
Bl  ererepd LWy SHyrellib eTens

Sfbsa.
CLwFs@EnD, GmPl CuwFseEhD CLmHDUTEID

UL & &TegdHe BT (HLU

‘o’ my QudCp euphder. (ar@) FHhsen,
sLmyb, gyfluib; sl ‘S’ ererm euprid,
BT e, Cumbleowwd Ghssg. (14)

‘maws amrlie sblpsd Gelu’
(yoo168:18) slpsDd eerand CLwenyGw
uewen& &Horss 2 Cymo  eupeorHorAfwiy
‘Liflss’ (Damirica) L OQuwflsts (Damarice)
aang Hfibg euprdeny. (15)

aLprl® fw (soevdms) Brosefle
gymellLd erenenid Gl&Fmed, (pFeoreug Srdlerd

61



ey quphd absg. 1P &rD e GomOuie
Qovene. Few 2 uFClowl (PFHSmET THTGh
Carbal -&7, -Uy el Lemby(psgissermas
Sfling eu_preory eupss. (er.() ug-Lrd
veleTd-LiFeuerd. QgGure sBlpn  eTeniEh
Clemed grwlemd eremr Fifibsg QuiedC. ey
BremtenLeiled Srolid, reil b erend Fiflbsg.
e, -eu Gumedl. Sredld eremugled Glound
poarsader sblfler Frmeil b erermmall
Gery Symedlib erew Bewr® euprigHmg). (16)

st blee @GwABTLEH @rerHemub
Ograasriulugeamgwn, GComs&ewmss
Bresmerd  lurserrgeiler, Hulpeny
aLs&almbg absarrsen, o flurme
Braflanebseurraen Clarem@), Srblerd
aed e GlFmaedaflarn sl ereneh GlFme
Nobselserm Fadlemmy. o emTed L S)
devpwisenr Qens LMSHS SOD et
Symellib GTEMLSEN epeDd 6TeNd SHog QMBS
Guomdwrymigd (Linguistic Survey of India)
aed mredley BHliqujerermy. SO erenid
QuwCy dpreflLd eans SHfibss erenm
Oseflwiupw. (17)

Qeommaswtlen CFT_&555M0086 HO6IGUL ()
safleo Gprdlmag  Qompluyb, Gymbl  er(psaib
vwerulLer. Qamnmdle ve Qersa@w
Feps  W&sMETS  GHSE0LoUTg s0LL, us,
urg, B, &sbumrey, uwer eremm GlFTHEET
LwerUOSSILL L 6. S eremm ClaFmed 6(m
Qens@peiler CQLwrTs bg sableu (Hserfle
amdng. s eaem Oamaemer CrTHms
Glompl CuFleufsEemed sflwTs, Diem QuicLimer
(pevpuller, 2 FFflEE (PRWTELWTRD g
SDELMPUNCaCW Hev LIHM  GCulg UEIEENETL

62

Cupmgl. 6w, Gy, SOl eemm eperm
esorer eaugemsefley g er(sIUL(HeTerg).
urefl Gomfl Eresefles Ceumumgendls sidler
eramm  GlFmaenell LweTLhHSGHueTerery. g
GINI_g565 JetelD@s SO eTaTUmS
gelwennduller essmesng. (18)

auejellum wreu’ L ggis5 Cger LGHuleyeTer
Qufw yeflumgersder swblp euenflsermer
sudleflgnamensd GHINOD QW Hevbleu (HaEer
o gremenr. Qeummer germhle FCwL  eremm
algai(pn, LHN so6laliqed sCwY erer
algaipd  sremliu@\&lemmer. SBIPCITHESEEE
Aplurs oerer ‘P ereny er(pdHlenen L
germ gty i NrdHms apsE.
SGersaflen st (aefled ‘Camp’ erem
Cemeelenang ‘GCam’ erenCm er(pdweremeny.
(19) Qemeloveilar 2 cer sl g6 ‘oL
aenn sdlpers GHEED eugeud, SO erem
wriledpdng. (20) Qésreanmiser (penenens
FaDMEE euaECsTsslemne.

orGear FuCruie erepd QmbdHlweilwed
oM@y (1885-1945) ‘Sprefl_s sl &
s erenGn e Hrene NCr@hs Gomuie
apdlerri. Qsemer eev. &(meagemaTLd)
SwsETy 19166 oy mdlogdle LSHINSST.
Am.prefl ymuer eremueuy 19990 gibldled
CQurplurssn Geugerermy. @6 ETEI®
ICTIG euFEeT,

‘Qaaalbdurele GCempwenL s
sLpsmreow Lkl yealsl gflule
Qmbg GLfwmer aamreora Afbs
Heolugdller slLL & smoedw BHILD

georeufl — wmja 2023 Gl pmled



Qg YueEE 2 uhssEHcnTD. QbHlel
ugHGer S LL Game Demen. Br(H&erlen
sLLLE smeoulledmbg oumrs Glgefleyer
CapuliyGadng. QUGS CwHDQ@Ess
slpFser eampb u@GSHur@b. Qefser
Cuad Qompl sblp. aabe Qbss & LL &
EOVEGS HImlLs sLLE so® 6T
QuwflGCeurd. sryewd FBlp, SHyredid
S Ew @Qramh OerhseEpd 2 amanuien
@aGp. Qmar Grawhd (PHDWPWES HEF
Coufg Oemaemabu Oaran@ererer. (21)
SprellL s slL L& somallled Que
BILEO urdliy erliCurgd QmHss Qene.
Qdlev gHullL LTNFOEET QUiH6n ST e
uflemmmio  euemjFE LTEnSUNGD  iEMLOHSETETS).
(22) Qe Camled s/ LL& smauile
aloremmisaflen oemwiNe eremuLl enL
Oaera_ fersenss Hrmell’ Ssyb erenCp

FHENE) GUAITT  Denlp&Elemmen.

Qi amrb arerHm  Hies]serflo
GOLAL_ggsaany Grmbdlem STUF IDEHLOWIT].
Slamenwsste  Gumbluiue il sefler
Quieleruy Gag swadmssde &Ho
< fluweers Gemser QL Clunhmererer.
S Uph  Sprell ComplFs CerhHaers
QY(m&seomb. 6.6Tev.LTED wHmID 6rd.19.eroGeT
Slaufsefler smSgLilg Lpb Symedl ComolCw
Gpdur PE@LsED wpsssAdnbS
Cumlurgb eered Gollurss &bgcleuefl
wasefler Corflursen QmbEmeEseDd
aandlpry. (23) Ao upp Hymefl  Cwomhs
Oerpaser Caugsmne sFwMEMSSHS @

DRAVID/\Ee4EM January - March 2023

sebgleTerer. gjenel Geuermamend ClHTLFLmTeT
CFTHEETTGD CTETLE DIUTEH HHSSTEGLD.

Og.0ur. Berrlé aspsyermy BrILMbHs
slMl@E6HD, ComAuILed EURSIBHHD oy 6.
gpreil  Gompls FHwusHed paEw QL ib
Cupmg sl ComACw. Hrreil Clombls
Gbbus Cerpsemert Wy QbSHw Cwmpls
CemhaGetrlh Qevemsgl LTTSES (PeHeHS
Ao gMl@iser CamoellenwCu gpeiery.
Qaen eped SHymelil Cmfew GQbSHureien
Cumpl ererugd GCaum eTDELTPHCWTHD
2IHDES BTy Qe eremugid 2 ms
ey jauf. (24)

sTO(H6leued, @Gajl, &lre GCumerm
190 mroprewh ofleiser Heo Hrmelil
CQumPls Cerpsefler cpeogms QHEHT-
oCrriw Courflsefled CsL (pwerm
Campmeny. osH@ wroTé 200 FHIHOHTEHIGH
ugGyr, enoGerm, & prel Ljery oy &
SMepiser fev Foavd(Hss Clemhaeflen eped
gpreil  Qumflsefler ((ewrm) QELLEnSS
sTLHbFenT. QHS o UIeSET eI BHID
SMwEsE55: D flufser amenssa (perenGy
gyrefl_jser Qbdwureiler Qmbseny eremCs.
Caug asrasHcatw oy flw Comfullernmo,
grmefl_ QmplSlenmb Cam L Clasmeg s
Couerhd erermid dn milmmy Cls.Glum.5.

@Qidureiler Curfurs CougstassnE
(penGu Symeil_Compl Qmbsg!. Symell_Clompls
GObUSSHe LeGmflsdr QmuGed epeid
B0ICLY. wemmemoentid sbsyemmflen Fommiig.
26 25758l 2f5swha @y U

63



e’ Hyreilg  Hewer Qomplser. Gemm
Sjamen LIHlOREEI® 2 6TerT &erer LD,
CsairtiE, waewrerd o Suamar Cuflgb
Foendlmg wwi’ () el Ler. gyemme sl
ol Oufw oereller safls FemenwGwim(
el Emg.
sl ererugd Srmellb ererLgID
ey, Srmeilb eTearug 2 &L BOEHEGS
shs Smesbere. SHrrellb ererug
gop& ClFrate. e _Gomfls CFme emm.
gnsanteal 2 w& eapsHalmbs SHrmeib
Tearend GlFmeene ereelen, &HTehH6leue,
Curgdsrer, Cuflury Cumermeulser
uweTU(SHEClsTamLeny. eenGey Qerenmu
samawen SHrreilLb eearepd GlEmeeme,
goevdl(mas Camed erenGmm, Geum Clompls
Ogred erenbmm yréflwe CorésnblsTenm
sMHEN_&dnL_Tg).
agerhn FHure Caugstasdng (e,
aupsElelmbs ClFme, wamumygsdle QL LM
OlFmen, Cluflliemen, sreud Cureny ilesaeflen
Hresefles QL bClupm Cleme, aflCrmCLm_ev
LweTLBSSIW  Clemed eTemLens  emkiGlETeTer
Couamrpd. slpas seblou(Hiseflad, Qb
Serelleorer GFliCupsefign SHrmeilib,
drrefl. Ggeb, Hrmeill eleguwibd erearl
ue Glemeem fser QL b ClunHlHLILmSWLLD
SPwCauam(Hn. QSSNEHW  FT6T M) SHEN6TSH
Care®), 6L ereflayd Smeil b ereflanid
qenGm; ‘&G Hrreil b’ erens giewlGeumb.

S HGDOIIBH6IT:

oooooooooooooooooooo

1. P.Rajendran & C.Santhalingam. An
Introduction to Archaeology. PP 223-

64

225. Pandyanadu Centre for Historical
Research. Madurai 2017.

2. sememdyrenr Qreflemsy. oPluiLLTS
gIpClomfl. sLrsD uiusd. CFerener
2018.

3. Gueg.u.151.

4. Guoevgy.u.152.

5. wamumygb ysssnl3, ugd3S. ume 17-
21 sblprasn. sememmiymer Qrefamias].
6. 25 years of Indian Epigraphy. P.27.2016.

7. C.Minakshi. Administration and Social
life under the Pallavas. P.10. Madras
University.1938.

8. Ibid. P.247.
9. Ibid. P.263.

10. K.A.N.Sastri. Colas. P.205. Madras

University 1975.

1. ueeay GeluCupser iug. wu.l10.
o assBlpTrmiFs Hlpeuend. ClFerener

1999.
12. Goeog). w.111.
13. Goevgy. w.151.
14. @r.Coalpwrl Lraremi- Srrelssmil.
slpwein LSiusd- Cearenear-600014.
15. Goevgy 1.7

georeufl — wmja 2023 Gl pmled



16.
17.
18.

19.
20.

21.

22.
23.

Gueng w.15

Coeg u.17

Fl.usoprser. Qemenss ST GUTCTDI.
u.18.

Gueogy. 11.20.

Coueg. u.20. QBgFLW sSaTFFTy
Sieuefser Slenemasend. Clampo.2016.
orCar. guGrue. SrrellsaslL
Lésama. (s1p) u.9.

Guoeogy. w.13.

Romila Thapar. ‘History and Beyond.
PP10-11. Oxford. 2001.

24. T.P. Meenakshi Sundaram ‘A Short
Introduction to the History of Tamil
Languages. Book. A History of Tamil
literature. J.M.Somasundaram Pillai.1968.

<pFfwy @Bloy:

(pevereuj OFT FTHGENRED, QrmoBTSLTD
wre L &suwd el Brmeil ererend
Anmmfle nbseuy. sdlppm L yéler Csmeediicd
genpuiler (plaug YPearhaseEnsGn G
uenfwrpils uenfiflenmey Clubmeuy. HHGLITS
WgI®T uTamgw BTG rTHY W6
ewwsdler ClFwemetyrs Quikidl  eumEDTT.
ue aupernm mresefler oy fflug. 201490
Semge, Fnhs Cgreelue olEisasTen
Quragrs Campen efmlenams GlLHmeur.

DRAVID/\EeE January - March 2023 65



“There is substantial linguistic evidence favoring
Dravidian authorship of the Indus Civilization.

The evidence includes:

o The presence of Dravidian loanwords and loan translations in the
Rig Veda.

o The substratum influence of Dravidian on Indo-Aryan as seen
in phonological changes like introduction of retroflex sounds,
morphological changes like switch-over from inflexion to
post-fixation, and near-identical syntactical structures moving
Indo-Aryan closer to Dravidian than to Indo-European languages.

« Computer analysis has shown that the Indus language had only suffixes
(as in Dravidian) and no prefixes (as in Indo-Aryan) or infixes (as in
Munda).

o The Indus religion as revealed by pictorial depiction on seals
and sealings included worship of a buffalo-horned male god,
mother-goddesses, the pipal tree, the serpent and possibly the phallic
symbol, all of which are known to have been derived from the

aboriginal populations”

(Interpreting the Indus Script: The Dravidian Solution
Convocation Address. Dravidian University — Feb 26 2015,
Kuppam. Andhra Pradesh, Union of India).

prof DLIRAVATHAM MAHADEVAN
National Fellow of the Indian Council of
Historical Research.
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The Essence of Social Justice.

o “Ifalarger country oppresses a smaller country, I'll stand :
. with the smaller country.

o If the smaller country has a majoritarian religion that :
oppresses minority religions, I'll stand with minority -
religions.

o If the minority religion has caste and one caste oppresses
another caste, I'll stand with the caste being oppressed.

- o In the oppressed caste, if an employer oppresses his
. employee, I'll stand with the employee. .

o If the employee goes home and oppresses his wife, I'll
stand with that woman.

Overall, oppression is my enemy!”

Periyar E.VR
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